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FERTILITY SERVICES AT VALLEY

THE TIME IS Ow
o

WE GET IT.

Time to start exploring your
family-building options?
Learn how we can put you
on the path to parenthood.

Our Services Include:

* LGBTQ Family Building
 Fertility Testing

* Insemination

« In Vitro Fertilization

= Preimplantation
Genetic Testing

* Embryo Freezing

» Egg Freezing

= Donor Egg and Donor
Sperm Services

Gestational Surrogacy

THE VALLEY HOSPITAL FERTILITY CENTER - 201-634-5400 Val]ey
Virtual Consultations Also Available ’ I Health

ValleyHealth.com/Fertility System
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A : theEcole
unigue

French-American school

in the heart of Manhattan.

Hell 4

The Ecole s an independent, French-American
J bilingual school serving an international
£ community of Materelle-to-Middle
. School students in New York City.

Find out more:
theEcole.org

| HOMOLOGATION parents league mu.
du ministere francais of new york "[ 9_ 1'::3:\\!”_\‘
chargé de I'éducation I National Association

of Independent Schools
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Q-1

GET TO KNOW US!

ATTEND AN OPEN HOUSE

LOWER SCHOOL

Saturday, November 7, 2026 Now MORE

MIDDLE & UPPER SCHOOL AFFORDABLE.
Saturday, November 14, 2026

OR YOU CAN
Schedule a CAMPUS TOUR

Setupa DAY IN THE LIFE VISIT (Middle & Upper School) 100% 33%

. COLLEGE TUITION
CONNECT with a current parent (Lower SChOOI) ACCEPTANCE REDUCTION

STILL EXCEPTIONAL.

THE KEW-FOREST SCHOOL
KEW'FOREST PRESCHOOL THROUGH GRADE 12

© FOREST HILLS, NEW YORK
® KEWFOREST.ORG
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HAPPENS AT HARKER.

Our greatest goal (and greatest joy) is to help

all students uncover their unique gifts. Whether
they are directing their own play or pitching a
startup, we create a space for all students to try
new things inside a community that cheers them
on. We encourage children to sculpt, act, sing,
play sports, start a club - anything that will help
them stretch and grow and truly find the things
that they love.

Sure, we have amazing academics and brilliant
teachers who absolutely love what they do (and
they are a big part of our secret sauce). But wait
until you see the choices outside the classroom.

Harker is a welcoming,
supportive, fun and

close-knit community Athletics, performing arts, clubs, business and
of students, parents, entrepreneurship, debate ... the list goes on
faculty and alumni that and on. And when kids try something new and
shares a love of learning a passion is ignited, that is where the magic
and making the world a happens.

better place.

Since 1893 we have been doing what we love -
bringing out the very best in children - and we
welcome you to join our community!

ZZ HARKER.

The Harker School | San Jose, CA | K-12 College Prep | www.harker.org ﬁ @ m [ > ]
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MEADOW
Waldorf School

Transforming Education

GREEN

We teach students to
think for themselves.

Waldorf students are creative, curious, confident,
well-rounded people who make a difference in the world.

307 Hungry Hollow Rd., Chestnut Ridge, NY 10977
www.gmws.org °* admissions@gmws.org °* 845.356.2514 x302
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The MONTESSORI Schools
J’WTIRON | so

e

i

o

S23
& A

POWERFUL BEGINNINGS
START HERE

The Montessori Schools provide a nurturing space for your child to build their
first social bonds, develop emotional intelligence, and grow their academic
curiosity

Our engaging programs and community events put children on a path to
develop self-awareness and a healthy mindset necessary for lifelong success.

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

FLATIRON CAMPUS
Ages 2 (by 12/31/26) - 6 yrs
(212) 633-0600

SOHO CAMPUS
Ages18 mo - 6 yrs
(212) 226-3800

admissions@themontessori.org
www.themontessorischools.org
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IT ALL STARTS WITH

For Gio, that YES led to family.

Gio met Stacy and Mary through Kidsave's Weekend Miracles program.
What began as a connection grew into something extraordinary: a family.

Kidsave helps older kids in foster care build meaningful relationships with caring
adults who may become adoptive parents or lifelong mentors. Through fun,
welcoming events, kids and adults Ecve the opportunity to get to know one another,
build trust, and discover what's possible.

Every child deserves lasting connections and the chance to grow up with family.
Sometimes, all it takes is someone willing to say YES.

Discover how you can make a difference at kidsave.org/GPM.

Los Angeles | Houston | Virginia | Colombia | Sierra Leone | Ukraine
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Your
personal

| journey,
our simple
| process.

C r y0 . | O We're in the family business.

At Cryobio, we want to make the donor
sperm selection process as simple as

possible and ensure your comfort every
step of the way. Learn more about how
our process works at www.cryobio.com

Cryobio Informational Booklet Cryobio Brochure https://cryobio.com/ Gay Parent Magazine November-December 2026 Issue #169 www.gayparentmag.com 9



https://heyzine.com/flip-book/CryobioBooklet.html
https://heyzine.com/flip-book/CryobioInfoBrochure

NEW YORK’S FLEXIBLE
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL

OFA0

pPcs-nyc.org

https://pcs-nyc.org/

o

Where Kids Grow Into
Their Best Selves

For 70 years, Brookwood has been challenging
kids intellectually and ensuring they feel valued.
Kids come to this place of belonging and support,
where everyone has a voice and a seat at the table.
There is a palpable energy when you step onto
campus and an authentic joy among children and
adults alike. In this place of seaside science classes,
steel drum calypsos, design iterations, debates,
and declamations, you will find kids learning with
curiosity, thinking deeply, and taking risks

‘

L) 3 &
rookwood.edu
www.brookwood.edu
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Located in
Seattle, WA

| can’t imagine a
better start to a child's

educational journey

& 2

than the one provided

by Epiphany School. o OUTSTANDING EDUCAT'ON.

P3-8TH GRADE | HYDE PARK-KENWOOD, CHICAGO

anconaschool.org admissions @ anconaschool.org

- Epiphany School Parent Learn More!

www.epiphanyschool.org www.anconaschool.org

Ex |Orers Enrolling For SENT s
Tlgnkers REIE0ET Ages T HE-12 @ The Advent School

Schedule E' E|

Enrolling Pre-K through Grade 6

Small classes, outstanding academics
Convenient Beacon Hill location

Exceptional after school enrichment
Robust financial assistance

Independent and secular

LEARN

xy Bellevue
3» Montessori
é School

www.bellmontessori.com www.adventschool.org
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Have a wonderful holiday season, good health, safety, loving family and friends, and world peace

his issue marks the twen-

ty-eighth year of Gay Parent
Magazine (GPM) publishing; near-
ly thirty years has passed since the
first issue was published in the fall of
1998. Nearly one hundred and seven-
ty issues have been published (you’re
reading issue #169).

Since this anniversary issue al-
ways falls just before the mid-term
elections, I'd like to remind everyone
to vote—and to vote for those that sup-
port the LGBTQ community. Visit the
National Conference of State Legisla-
tures website for information on your
16 — 18 year old age child registering
to vote for the primaries and general
election: https://bit.ly/4yROKuO. Your
vote is important; a coalition of far-
right organizations and politicians are
working to undermine LGBTQ rights
through the United Nations. On Un-
closetedMedia.com, read the article,
“At the UN, Plans for a Global Coali-
tion to Attack LGBTQ and Reproduc-

Language, Culture,
Confidence

FRENCH-ENGLISH
BILINGUAL
IMMERSION Pé%:ehgolm

ey

()
ECOLE

BILINGUE
de Berkeley

https://bit.ly/4f5t5Hf or www.eb.org

tive Rights”: https://bit.ly/3VHKX8w
LGBTQ people are an integral
part of society. According to the Wil-
liams Institute at UCLA School of Law,
same gender couples who are parents
are about seven times more likely to
be raising adopted or foster children
than different gender couples:
https://bit.ly/3TG4SPT
In this issue find a directory of
LGBTQ friendly adoption and foster
care organizations that can assist with
building and nurturing your family.
With every end of the year issue,
we give thanks to everyone involved
in keeping GPM publishing. This in-
cludes our audience of readers, sub-
scribers, and social media followers.
We extend a huge thank you to our
advertisers, especially to our long
time advertisers. Recently, an owner
of a summer camp—advertising with
us since 2015—told us that parents
had found their camp from Gay Par-
ent Magazine. The camp owner wrote,

A

TODDLER - NURSERY - PREK

Built on trust. Rooted in love.
Designed for wonder.
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“Thanks for continuing to publish.”

Thank you to our editorial con-
tributors this past year, Gary, Renée,
Dane, Ali, Aja, and all the writers who
have contributed to GPM. Thank you
to GPM's team, Vivian, Ben, Brett, Ha-
ven, and Nyema.

Lastly, we'd like to thank all the
families that have shared their stories
on our pages. Your stories are inspi-
rational, informational, historical, and
help in keeping LGBTQ headed fam-
ilies visible. As we head into 2027,
GPM will continue to support LGBTQ
parents and tell their stories.

Make sure to follow our social me-
dia to get current and previous issues.
See page 13 for links. For more family
resources visit our website.

We wish everyone a wonderful
holiday season, good health, safety,
loving family and friends, and world
peace.

Angeline Acain

Publisher & Editor ¥

oY REQUEST MORE
INFORMATION + EXPLORE

www.corlearsschool.org


https://www.eb.org/?utm_source=gpm&utm_medium=guide&utm_campaign=branding&utm_id=branding
https://gayparentmag.com/

CHRISTMAS FAMILY PHOTOS FROM OUR ARCHIVE

4

Left: The family of Nyema and Sondra Barber were
featured in our March-April 2026 issue #165.
Photo courtesy of Nyema Barber.

Above: The family of Madison and Anya Packer were
featured in our July-August 2025 issue #161.
Photo courtesy of Jennifer Savage/iHeartMedia.

Right: The family of Jameel Mayers and Nicholas were featured
in our November-December 2025 issue #163. Read their story on
our website: https://bit.ly/4psljcN. Photo courtesy of Jameel Mayers.

Above: The Leonardo Dunn family were featured in
our May-June 2024 issue #154.
Photo courtesy of Aynisa Leonardo and Suzie Dunn.

Read available past issues posted on our social media. Follow our new Facebook page, Gay Parent Magazine-original, Instagram, Threads, Tumblr,
Bluesky, and X. Send us your family photos, comments, and requests to be featured. Email us at gayparentmag @gmail. ¥V

2 _ﬁ MEDIA-PROVIDENCE

Friends School

MILTON ACADEMY

AN INDEPENDENT COLLEGE PREPARATORY K-12 SCHOOL
BOARDING AND DAY IN GRADES 9-12, LOCATED JUST SOUTH OF BOSTON
LOWER AND MIDDLE SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
NOVEMBER 7, 2026 | 2-4 PM

114

C——1

w \i \\ - J
LMSADMISSION@MILTON.EDU | 617-898-2509 | WWW.MILTON.EDU
www.milton.edu

A Caring Approach

to Egg Donation gaxdbg 077//&

Egg Donation
9440 Santa Monica Blvd., Suite 301
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
WWW.BHED.COM
OR CALL US AT (310)-279-5272
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https://www.facebook.com/p/Gay-Parent-Magazine-original-61577568642500/
https://www.instagram.com/gayparentmagazine/#
https://www.threads.com/@gayparentmagazine
https://www.tumblr.com/login_required/gayparentmag
https://bsky.app/profile/gayparentmag.bsky.social
https://x.com/gayparentmag
http://www.bhed.com

PRYISPECT
SIERRA

TK-8 School

Justice
Innovation

Impact '

www.prospectsierra.org

MARY McDOWELL
FRIENDS SCHOOL

Revealing Brilliance in Every Student

A K-12 college preparatory Quaker school for
students with learning disabilities in Brooklyn

- -
The right school cﬂnges everything.

At MMFS, students with learning disabilities thrive in a
specialized, supportive environment. Our teachers are
experts and know how to reveal the brilliance in every student.

* We provide a challenging academic curriculum.
e Give students the tools they need to learn and to succeed.

* Empower students to be confident self-advocates. =

Apply today: www.marymcdowell.org b -_
Contact Admissions: admissions@mmfsnyc.org  [a] i

https://marymcdowell.org/
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The Hudson School
Difference

Founded in 1978 in Hoboken,
New Jersey, The Hudson
School is an intellectually
rigorous independent

PK-12 school where

students who love learning
can truly be themselves.

In our close-knit
community, intellectual
curiosity is celebrated,
authentic interests are
welcomed, and every
student is known and
valued for who they are.

Think Deeply.
Belong Completely.

To learn more, visit
www.thehudsonschool.org

www.thehudsonschool.org

1
Friends’ Central School

An outstanding Quaker, coeducational, Nursery-grade 12
college preparatory school in Wynnewood, PA

OPEN HOUSES & TOURS * FRIENDSCENTRAL.ORG

www.friendscentral.org



Because every child deserves to be deeply known.
At Westtown, students are challenged academically,

supported personally, and encouraged to discover who
they are and what matters to them.

Our Quaker approach brings rigorous learning together
with reflection, purpose, and a deep respect for each
person. Here, students and their families are welcomed
into a community shaped by curiosity, belonging, and an
expansive worldview.

COME EXPERIENCE WESTTOWN

@ WESTTOWN SCHOOL Scan the QR code to '\-Eh:g‘:l:i_""E
schedule a personal ﬁ@ﬁ
tour and discover E'&ﬁ

Westtown for yourself.

A Quaker Pre-K-12 Day School with
Boarding Options in Grades 9-12

www.westtown.edu

THACHER

MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Scan Here for
Admission Events

https://thacherschool.org/

Tenacre Country Day School
Pre-K to Grade 6 * Wellesley

www.tenacrecds.org/explore
—yyy"
-y~
-

The Chapin School believes that an equitable and
inclusive community is essential to learning.

Chapin actively seeks families, faculty and staff who bring
a range of experiences to the School. An independent
girls’ school, Chapin considers applications from any
student who identifies as a girl and is devoted to the
education and leadership of girls and young women.

We hope you will visit www.chapin.edu to learn more
about Chapin, which educates students in Kindergarten
through Class 12 under one roof.

The Chapin School
100 EAST END AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY

www.chapin.edu
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Adoption and Foster Care Resources

SO you're thinking of building your family through adoption and foster
care. Good news is that we have allies who realize LGBTQ parents can
provide stable homes and forever families for children who need them. The
following are LGBTQ friendly adoption and foster care resources that can

November 21, 2026 National Adoption Day
Visit www.nationaladoptionday.org

November is National Adoption Month
Visit www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/

assist with your parenting journey.

Adoption Connection Building NY Families
415-359-2494 Law Office of Leslie Silver
https://adoptionconnection.jfcs.org | Hoffman
Extensive nationwide outreach for | 914-646-8133
adoptive parents. New York
See their ad on page 52 www.buildingnyfamilies.com
See their ad on page 56
Adoption Star
1-866-691-3300 Camp Clio
www.adoptionstar.com Summer camp for adopted
See their ad on page 50 children.
984-439-2308
The Barker Adoption https://campclio.org
Foundation Connecticut
301-664-9664 See their ad on page 22
www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org
Domestic and Intercountry adop- Families Thrive
tion. Older child adoption from 585-232-5110
foster care. https://familiesthriveinc.org/
See their ad on page 18 See their ad on page 50

Hephzibah Children’s
Association
708-649-7184
www.hephzibahhome.org
Become a foster parent.
Ilinois

See their ad on page 29

KidSave

310-642-7283 (SAVE)
www.Kidsave.org

Kidsave connects older kids in
foster care and orphanages
around the world with forever
families.

See their ad on page 8

New Alternatives for Children
212-696-1551
https://Inackidscan.org/be-
come-a-foster-parent/

See their ad on page 56

The Village for Families
& Children
860-236-4511
thevillage.org/foster

See their ad on page 53

v

WTC
&
2 (68 .
% EST. 19635

ATIVe

Montclair Cooperative School
Early Ages - 8" Grade

the world needs
the co-op!

The world needs collaboration

GET IN TOUCH!

@montclair_coop
www.montclaircoop.org

The world needs extraordinary resilience
The world needs positive changemakers

65 Chestnut Street, Montclair, NJ
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THE NORA SCHOOL

Think differently. At The Nora

School, these are words we take

to heart. This small, college

’\ L preparatory high school, grades |
&I 9-12, works to bring out the 1964

ﬂ\ best in students with diverse

OL.ORG learning styles since 1964.

SILVER SPRING., MD

WWW.NORA-SCHO

Bertschi
School

www.noraschool.org

An independent school in Seattle’s
North Capitol Hill neighborhood

Pre-K through Grade 5
206-324-5476 - www.bertschi.org - admit@bertschi.org

www.bertschi.org

EJULIAIRD

Belief in self

begins at 13, not 30.

Apply for Fall 2027

MORGAD

SCHOOL-FOR-GIRLS]

www.evergreenschool.org
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ST. THOMAS SCHOOL

MEDINA, WASHINGTON

S

-

€39 YOUR VISION,
@ OUR MISSION

St. Thomas School is committed to
maintaining a connected and inclusive
community where all families are
celebrated, and every child is
loved, supported, and inspired.

PRESCHOOL - 8TH GRADE
VISIT US AT STTHOMASSCHOOL.ORG

www.stthomasschool.org

]
the
Vall

SCHOCL

At The Valley School:

+ Learning is hands-on
+ Relationships are strong

« Childhood is honored

Students build skills, speak up
for themselves and others,
and move on to middle school

prepared and proud.

Age 3-Grade 5
in Seattle’s Madison Valley

www.thevalleyschool.org

Seeing the Infinite Value in Every Child

St. Patrick’'s

Episcopal Day School

A PK-8 Experience Designed for These Years.
Small classes. Expert teachers. Rigorous academics. A
community where every child is truly known.

Join Us on Campus

www.stpatsdc.org

BARKER

ADOPTION

FOUNDATION i5is

OLDER CHILDREN
NEED FAMILY NOW

Learn more about Older Child

Contact us today to discuss
your adoption options

O z01-664-9664

. tlusane@barkerfoundation.org

@& www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org

https://barkeradoptionfoundation.org/
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Project-driven learning with

real-world relevance

Small classes that foster
belonging and connection

Differentiated approach for a
broad range of learning styles

SPRCCE  LEARNING, GROWING,
STREET' o PLAYING

SINCE 1982

K-5TH GRADE
www.sprucestreetschool.org | Seattle, WA

www.sprucestreetschool.org

Be Khown

PreK - 8 | Dover, MA

Admissions deadline:
January 15

Connect and learn more at
charlesriverschool.org

www.charlesriverschool.org



| CATHEDRAL

BOOL'FOR BOYS

Where boys
learn to lead
with curiosity,
confidence, and
care for others.

CATHEDRAL SCHOOL FOR BOYS
1275 Sacramento Street
San Francisco, CA 94108

415-771-6600
info@cathedralschool.net
www.cathedralschool.net

www.cathedralschool.net

St. HiLpa's & St. HugH's

“Access to an outstanding education should
not be limited to one socio-economic class
of children, or one race, learning style, or
family composition. The inclusive educational
community here at St. Hilda's & St. Hugh's
is transformative, not just for those of us
who are part of it but for everyone
whom we encounter.”

Board Chair, The Rev. Kathleen Liles
=fq
T

i

Upper West Side, New York City
www.sthildas.org
(212) 932-1980

www.sthildas.org

A\UCDS

An inquiry-driven
education cultivating
curious. mni‘i(lcna
& collaborative
learners ready to
shape the future.

Preschool - 5" Grade

Individualized instruction

1 Strong focus on Social &
Emotional Development

= Academic excellence
through inquiry-driven,
research-based curriculum
Infant-Toddler Program
Inquiry-based explorations

Learning through
collaboralion

Relalionship-driven
& studenl-centered

www.ucds.org

SONOMA COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL
Bringing Learning to Life for Grades TK-8 Since 1983
Schedule your visit to see how we will change
your family’s dinner table conversation.
707.284.3200 ADMISSION@SCDS.ORG

www.scds.org
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28th Annual Gay Parent Magazine Independent Schools Directory

elcome to our 28th Annual Private Schools Directory where we highlight our advertising independent schools ranging from preschool

to college. Most are co-ed but a few schools are all girls or all boys. Most are day schools but also include boarding. Some schools
indicated are for students with learning differences, teach language immersion, or are religious. The schools are located in California, Con-
necticut, District of Columbia, lllinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Virginia, and
Washington. Contact information for each school is listed alphabetically by state. Links listed are for reference only, please click on the link
located below their display ads. Visit our website at https://gayparentmag.com/ to read short descriptions of some of the schools.

CALIFORNIA

Alta Vista School

450 Somerset St.

San Francisco, CA 94134
415-467-3700

Middle School

2558 Mission St.

San Francisco, CA 94110
Junior K - 8th grade
www.altavistaschool.org
See ad on page 48

Aurora School

40 Dulwich Rd.
Oakland, CA 94618
510-428-2606
https://auroraschool.org
TK - 8th grade

See ad on page 48

Brentwood School
K - 6th grade
12001 Sunset Blvd.
310-471-1041
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7th - 12th grade

100 S. Barrington PI.
310-476-9633

Los Angeles, CA 90049
www.bwscampus.com
See ad on page 27

The Carey School

One Carey School Lane
San Mateo, CA 94403
650-345-8205
www.careyschool.org
Preschool - 5th grade
See ad on page 39

Cathedral School

for Boys

1275 Sacramento St.
San Francisco, CA 94108
415-771-6600
www.cathedralschool.net
K - 8th grade, boys
school

See ad on page 19

The Center for

Early Education

563 N. Alfred st.

West Hollywood, CA
90048

323-651-0707
www.centerforearlyedu-
cation.org

Toddler - 6th grade

See ad on page 33

Crestview Preparatory
School

140 Foothill Bivd.

La Canada, CA 91011
818-952-0925
www.crestviewprep.org
K - 6th grade

See ad on page 29

Echo Horizon School
3430 McManus Ave.
Culver City, CA 90232
310-838-2442
www.echohorizon.org

Pre-K - 6th grade
See ad on page 32

Ecole Bilingue

de Berkeley
Elementary Campus
1009 Heinz Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94710
510-549-3867
Middle School Campus
901 Grayson St.
Berkeley, CA 94710
510-549-2851
www.eb.org

Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 12

Escuela Bilingue
Internacional

PreK - 1st grade

410 Alcatraz Ave.
Oakland, CA 94609
510-653-3324

2nd - 8th grade
4550 San Pablo Ave.

Emeryville, CA 94608
510-652-7094
www.ebinternacional.org
See ad on page 45

French American
School of Silicon Valley
1522 Lewiston Dr.
Sunnyvale, CA 94087
408-746-0460
www.fassv.org

Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 50

The Harker School
500 Saratoga Ave.
San Jose, CA 95129
408-249-2510
www.harker.org

K - 12th grade

See ad on page 5

Hollywood
Schoolhouse

1233 N. McCadden PI.
Hollywood, CA 90038
323-465-1320
www.hshla.org
Preschool - 6th grade
See ad on page 24

International School

of Los Angeles

1105 W. Riverside Dr.
Burbank, CA 91506
818-994-2961
www.internationalschool.
la

Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 38

N

Garden SChOOI | Nursery - 12" Grade

Cultivating Excellence for 102 Years

INQUIRE TODAY AT
GARDENSCHOOL.ORG

EXPLORE GARDEN’S UPPER DIVISION
SMALL CLASSES | AP & COLLEGE CREDIT | ARTS & LEADERSHIP | SPORTS | & MORE

www.gardenschool.org



The International
School

of San Francisco

Main Building

150 Oak St.

San Francisco, CA 94102
415-558-2000

Maternelle

1155 Page St.

San Francisco, CA 94117
415-231-5733
www.internationalsf.org
Pre-K - 12th grade

See ad on page 42

Julia Morgan School
for Girls

5000 MacArthur Blvd.
Oakland, CA 94613
510-632-6000
www.juliamorganschool.
org

6th - 8th grade, girls
school

See ad on page 17

Marin Montessori
School

5200 Paradise Dr.

Corte Madera, CA 94925
415-924-5388
www.marinmontessori.
org

age 18 months - 9th
grade

See ad on page 38

Millennium School

888 Turk St.

San Francisco, CA 94102
415-992-8520
www.millenniumschool.
org

6th - 8th grade

See ad on page 58

The Oaks School
6817 Franklin Ave.
Hollywood, CA 90028
323-850-4755
www.oaksschool.org
TK - 6th grade

See ad on page 43

Prospect Sierra
Elementary

2060 Tapscott Ave.
El Cerrito, CA 94530
510-809-9036
Middle School

960 Avis Dr.

El Cerrito, CA 94530
510-809-9000
www.prospectsierra.org
K - 8th grade

See ad on page 14

PS1 Pluralistic

School One

1225 Broadway

Santa Monica, CA 90404
310-394-1313 x107
WWW.psone.org

K - 6th grade

See ad on page 31

Sonoma Country
Day School

4400 Day School PI.
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
707-284-3200
www.scds.org

TK - 8th grade

See ad on page 19

Town School for Boys
2750 Jackson St.

San Francisco, CA 94115
415-921-3747
www.townschool.com

K - 8th grade, boys
school

See ad on page 27

Trinity School

2650 Sandhill Rd.
Menlo Park, CA 94025
650-854-0288
www.trinity-mp.org
age 2 - 5th grade

See ad on page 51

Valley Montessori
School

1273 N. Livermore Ave.
Livermore, CA 94551
925-455-8021
www.vmschool.org

age 18 months - 8th
grade

See ad on page 39

West Hollywood
Children’s Academy
1030 N Vista St.
West Hollywood, CA
90046

310-748-1656

www.wehochildrensacad-

emy.com
Toddler-Preschool-TK
See ad on page 38

THE DALTON SCHOOL

The Willows
Community School
8509 Higuera St.
Culver City, CA 90232
310-815-0411
www.thewillows.org
DK - 8th grade

See ad on page 48

Winston Preparatory
School

Marin County:

1 Saint Vincent Dr.
San Rafael, CA 94903
415-993-5533
Transitions SF:

360 9th Ave.

San Francisco, CA 94118
415-766-2395
www.winstonprep.edu
4th - 12th grade, for
students with learning
differences

See ad on page 23

CONNECTICUT

Winston Preparatory
School

57 West Rocks Rd.
Norwalk, CT 06851
203-229-0465
www.winstonprep.edu
4th - 12th grade, for
students with learning

differences
See ad on page 23

DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA

Aidan Montessori
School

2700 27th St. NW
Washington DC 20008
202-387-2700
www.aidanschool.org
age 18 months - 6th
grade

See ad on page 28

Beauvoir, the National
Cathedral Elementary
School

3500 Woodley Rd. NW
Washington DC 20016
202-537-6493
www.beauvoirschool.org
Pre-K - 3rd grade

See ad on page 57

Over 100 years of fostering a deep sense of belonging in each student
DALTON.ORG/APPLY

www.dalton.org
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Ny Wellan

Wellan
welcomes
YOU.

y

Py Toddler — Grade 8
~‘ Newton Centre, MA

N
Learn more:
b wellan.org

‘bdﬁ,

Seattle Country
Day School
For gifted children, K-8

www.seattlecountryday.org

Clio

T ed

bit.ly/bennettschoolchicago

Camp ¥

Camp Clio (Ages 8-14)
CIT/LIT Programs (Ages 15-16)

July 25-August 7, 2027
at YMCA Camp Jewell

Counselor Positions and Scholarships Available

www.CampClio.org

https://campclio.org/

Confident. Capable.
Ready.

CHIARAVALLE
MONTESSORI

Helping students become
who they're meant to be.

www.chiaravalle.org | Evanston,
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IL

www.chiaravalle.org

The Lab School

of Washington

4759 Reservoir Rd. NW
Washington DC 20007
202-965-6600
www.labschool.org

1st - 12th grade, for
students with dyslexia
and other language
based learning differ-
ences.

See ad on page 49

Lowell School

1640 Kalmia Rd. NW
Washington DC 20012
202-577-2000
www.lowellschool.org
Pre-K - 8th grade

See ad on page 52

National Presbyterian
School

4121 Nebraska Avenue
NW

Washington, DC 20016
202-537-7500
www.nps-dc.org

age 3 - 6th grade

See ad on page 41

St. Albans School
Mount St. Alban
Washington DC 20016
202-537-6435
www.stalbansschool.org
4th - 12th grade, boys
school

See ad on page 41

St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Day School
Whitehaven Campus
4700 Whitehaven Park-
way NW

Washington DC 20007
202-342-2805
MacArthur Campus
4590 MacArthur Blvd.
NW

Washington DC 20007
202-650-5324
www.stpatsdc.org

PK3 - 8th grade

See ad on page 18

ILLINOIS

Akiba-Schecter Jewish
Day School

5235 S. Cornell Ave.
Chicago, IL 60615
773-493-8880
www.akibaschecter.org
Early childhood - 8th
grade

See ad on page 56

Iif

H

1

The Ancona School
4770 S. Dorchester Ave.
Chicago, IL 60615
773-924-2356
www.anconaschool.org
Primary - 8th grade

See ad on page 11

Baker Demonstration
School

201 Sheridan Rd.
Wilmette, IL 60091
847-425-5800
www.bakerdemschool.
org

Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 55

Beacon Academy

1574 Sherman Ave.
Evanston, IL 60201
224-999-1177
https://beaconacademyil.
org/

9th - 12th grade

See ad on page 46

Bennett Day School
955 W. Grand Ave.
Chicago, IL 60642
312-236-6388
www.bennettday.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 22

Chiaravalle Montessori
425 Dempster St.
Evanston, IL 60201
847-864-2190
www.chiaravalle.org

age 16 months - 8th
grade

See ad on page 22

Chicago Waldorf
School

5200 N. Ashland Ave.
Chicago, IL 60640
773-465-2662
www.chicagowaldorf.org
Pre-K - 12th grade

See ad on page 23

Francis W. Parker
School

330 West Webster Ave.
Chicago, IL 60614
773-797-5107
www.fwparker.org
Junior K - 12th grade
See ad on page 48

Lake Forest Country
Day School

145 S. Green Bay Rd.
Lake Forest, IL 60045
847-234-2350
www.lfcds.org

Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 30

continued on page 25


https://bennettday.org/discoverbennettdayschool/?utm_source=gay_parent&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=gay_parent_mag_2022
https://www.seattlecountryday.org/admissions?utm_source=GPM&utm_medium=PAID&utm_campaign=mag

Still Searching for the Right Fit?

When a school understands your child, challenges become opportunities — and learning
comes to life. Winston Prep’s individualized, skill-centered approach helps students
with ADHD, dyslexia, and NVLD become confident, independent learners.

[~ Responsive Programming Tailored to Each Student [¥4 Daily 1:1 Instruction [ Small Class Sizes

5200 N Ashland Ave. Chicago, IL

www.chicagowaldorf.org

www.chicagowaldorf.org

~Winston Preparatory School

Explore Our Campuses | Scan the QR Code

10

e

I

i

il

www.winstonprep.edu

| —

chicago waldorf school
PreK-12

Education that meets this moment

Chicago Waldorf School integrates rigorous

academics, the arts, and hands-on learning to help

students thrive in a changing world.
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VISI

hollywood Preschool

schoolhouse through
Inspired learning. <69‘ G ra d e

Fearless curiosity:

‘ (YYTYY

www.hshla.org

Great kids iy /&w}

“Moorestown Friends feels like Hometown: Hainesport

a large family tied together by Activities/Honors: Student Government -

' / > Class President and Diversity Committee Clerk;
Quaker values. Published Research on Sex Education and Gender
- Anja[i Shah 26 Perceptions; Varsity Field Hockey - Captain, First
Team All-League, and 2x NFHCA National Academic
Squad Scholar of Distinction; Varsity Lacrosse -
Captain; Varsity Fencing; South Asian Affinity
——1785—— Group Facilitator; Indian Culture Club President;

Moorestown Medical Mission to Philippines; WordsWorth
M F Friends School Student Media - Social Media Manager,
Garden State Scholastic Press Association
Age 3 through Grade 12 Awards - Third Place, Opinion Writing and
Second Place, Social Media Presence;
Cum Laude Society

Meet great kids like Anjali at
an upcoming Open House:

sunday, October 11, 2 p.m. Three Words to Describe MFS:

Foundational, Motivating, Supportive

Thursday, November 5, 9 a.m.
(Classes in Session)

Senior Internship: Eimwood Family Physicians

For more information or to RSVP, Career Interests: Psychology; Gender Studies;
call (856) 914-4426 Public Health & Medicine

orislwmiviends.ong. College: University of Michigan
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Schools continued
from page 22

Lycée Frangais

de Chicago

1929 W. Wilson Ave.
Chicago, IL 60640
773-665-0066
www.lfc.world

Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 40

Near North Montessori
School

1434 West Division St.
Chicago, IL 60642
773-269-6230
WWW.NNms.org

age 6 months - 8th grade
See ad on page 43

MARYLAND

The Nora School

955 Sligo Ave.

Silver Spring, MD 20910
301-495-6672
www.noraschool.org

9th -12th grade

See ad on page 17

Knowledge

of French
Required

www.fasny.org

MASSACHUSETTS

The Advent School
15 Brimmer St.
Boston, MA 02108
617-742-0520
www.adventschool.org
Pre-K - 6th grade

See ad on page 11

Bay Farm Montessori
Academy

145 Loring St.
Duxbury, MA 02332
781-934-7101
www.bfarm.org

age 12 months - 8th
grade

See ad on page 33

Brookwood School
One Brookwood Rd.
Manchester, MA 01944
978-526-4500
www.brookwood.edu
age 3 - 8th grade

See ad on page 10

Charles River School
6 Old Meadow Rd.
Dover, MA 02030
508-785-0068
www.charlesriverschool.
org

Pre-K - 8th grade

See ad on page 18

Dedham Country
Day School

90 Sandy Valley Rd.
Dedham, MA 02026
781-329-0850

www.dedhamcountryday.

org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 57

Derby Academy

56 Burditt Ave.
Hingham, MA 02043
781-749-0746
www.derbyacademy.org
Pre-K - 8th grade

See ad on page 41

German International
School Boston
Upper Campus

57 Holton St.

Boston, MA 02134
617-783-2600

Lower Campus

387 Western Ave.

Boston, MA 02135
617-779-7393
www.gisbos.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 46

Milton Academy
170 Centre St.
Milton, MA 02186
617-898-1798
www.milton.edu

K - 12th grade

See ad on page 13

Tenacre Country
Day School

78 Benvenue St.
Wellesley, MA 02482
781-235-2282
www.tenacrecds.org
Pre-K - 6th grade
See ad on page 15

Thacher Montessori
School

1425 Blue Hill Ave.
Milton, MA 02186
617-361-2552
https://thacherschool.org/
Toddler - 8th grade

See ad on page 15

Wellan Montessori
School
80 Crescent Ave.

Newton Centre, MA
02459
617-969-4488
www.wellan.org
Toddler - 8th grade
See ad on page 22

NEW JERSEY

The Craig School
Lower/Middle School
10 Tower Hill Rd.
Mountain Lakes, NJ
07046

High School

25 Changebridge Rd.
Montville, NJ 07045
973-334-1234
www.craigschool.org
2nd - 12th grade, for
students who learn
differently.

See ad on page 40

The Elisabeth Morrow
School

435 Lydecker St.
Englewood, NJ 07631
201-568-5566
www.elisabethmorrow.
org

age 2 - 8th grade

See ad on page 36

The Hudson School
601 Park Ave.
Hoboken, NJ 07030
422 Willow Ave.
Hoboken, NJ 07030
201-659-8335
www.thehudsonschool.
org

Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 14

Montclair Cooperative
School

65 Chestnut St.
Montclair, NJ 07044
973-783-4955
www.montclaircoop.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 16

Moorestown Friends
School

110 E. Main St.
Moorestown, NJ 08057
856-914-4426
www.mfriends.org

age 3 - 12th grade

See ad on page 24

FRENCH-AMERICAN SCHOOL OF NEW YORK
INTERNATIONAL AND BILINGUAL SCHOOL

ive Locally, Learn Globally

Bilingual Program Nursery to Grade 12
International Program Grades 1-12

IB Diploma Program in Grades 11 & 12

Language Institute for Adults & Children

914.250.0401
www.fasny.org
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Tessa International NEW YORK www.chapin.edu 4th - Dalton E. & PE French-American
School K - 12th grade, girls Center School of New York The International
720 Monroe St. Barrow Street school 200 E. 87th St. Pre & Lower School Preschools
Hoboken, NJ 07030 Nursery School See ad on page 15 New York, NY 10128 111 Larchmont Ave. 345 E. 86th St.
201-755-5585 27 Barrow St. 4th - 12th grade Larchmont, NY 10538 New York, NY 10028
www.tessais.org New York, NY 10014 City and Country 108 E. 89th St. Middle School 212-371-8604
Elementary & Early 212-242-4140 School New York, NY 10128 145 New St. www.ipsnyc.org
Childhood - Pre-K 2 - 5th | www.barrowstreetnurs- 146 W. 13th St. 212-423-5200 Mamaroneck, NY 10543 ages2-5yrs.
grade, Spanish, French, eryschool.org New York, NY 10011 www.dalton.org High School See ad on page 29
and Mandarin bilingual ages 19 months - 5 yrs. 212-242-7802 See ad on page 21 320 East Boston Post
school. See ad on page 49 www.cityandcountry.org Rd. The Kew-Forest School
See ad on page 49 age 2 - 8th grade The Ecole Mamaroneck, NY 10543 119-17 Union Turnpike

The Brick Church See ad on page 44 Elementary & Middle 914-240-0401 Forest Hills, NY 11375
Westfield Friends School School Building www.fasny.org 718-268-4667
School 62 E. 92nd St. Columbia Grammar 115 E. 22nd St. Nursery - 12th grade www.kewforest.org
2201 Riverton Rd. New York, NY 10128 & Preparatory School New York, NY 10010 See ad on page 25 Preschool - 12th grade
Cinnaminson, NJ 08077 212-289-5683 5 W. 93rd St. Maternelle Building See ad on page 4
856-829-0895 www.brickchurchschool. New York, NY 10025 206 Fifth Ave. Garden School
www.westfieldfriends.org | org 212-749-6200 New York, NY 10010 33-16 79th St. The Madison Avenue
Preschool 2 - 8th grade ages 2 -6 yrs. WWW.Cgps.org 646-410-2238 Jackson Heights, NY Presbyterian Church
See ad on page 36 See ad on page 31 Pre-K - 12th grade www.theecole.org 11372 Day School

See ad on page 58 Nursery - 8th grade 718-335-6363 921 Madison Ave.

Winston Preparatory Central Park See ad on page 3 www.gardenschool.org New York, NY 10021
School Montessori School Corlears School Nursery - 12th grade 212-288-9638
901 Route 10 East 1 W. 91st St. 324 W. 15th St. The First Presbyterian See ad on page 20 www.mapcds.org
Whippany, NJ 07981 New York, NY 10024 New York, NY 10011 Church Nursery School ages 4 months - 5 yrs.
973-500-6480 212-595-2000 212-741-2800 12 W. 12th St. Green Meadow See ad on page 39
4th - 12th grade, for www.twinparks.org www.corlearsschool.org New York, NY 10011 Waldorf School
students with learning ages 3 months - 5 yrs. Toddler-Nursery-PreK 212-691-3432 307 Hungry Hollow Rd.
differences See ad on page 28 See ad on page 12 www.fpens.org Chestnut Ridge, NY
See ad on page 23 ages 2-5.3yrs. 10977

The Chapin School The Dalton School See ad on page 28 845-356-2514

100 East End Ave. K - 3rd grade WWW.gmws.org 2

New York, NY 10028 53 E. 91st St. Nursery - 12th grade

212-744-2335 New York, NY 10128 See ad on page 6 continued on page 30

»

.

,,“”3;. R Let's Make
A Baby

Everyone deserves
the chance to have the
family they long for.

-
o

REPRODUCTIVE
SCIENCE CENTER

—_ DF NEW JERSEY e

TG
%7 A ;e ;4] 1 FertilityNJ.com
< bl T | :
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http://www.fertilitynj.com

fuels

academic

At Burgundy, we believe
children learn best in an
mcluswe creatwe and

2 | () purcunoy

Progressive education
located in Alexandria, VA
offering JK- 8" Grade

engages the whole child. SCAN ME

burgundyfarm.org | admissions@burgundyfarm.org | 703.960.3431

BRENTWOOD SCHOOL
INSPIRES EVERY STUDENT TO:

Think critically and creatively.
Act ethically.
Shape a future with meaning.

Trust * Respect ® Responsibility
Honesty ® Caring ® Diversity « Community

(K-5) 12001 Sunset Blvd., 310.471.1041
(6-12) 100 S. Barrington PI., 310.476.9633
LOS ANGELES, CA 90049

www.bwscampus.com

www.burgundyfarm.org

RESPECT - CURIOSITY - BELONGING - INTEGRITY - JOY

Please visit townschool.com/admissions
or contact us at admissions@townschool.com
for more information.

2750 Jackson Street + San Francisco, CA 94115
townschool.com owntigers

www.townschool.com

www.bwscampus.com

Tandem Friends School
is where curious, creative
students become engaged,
inspired, purposeful people.
Ready to join them — and
to change the world?

TANDEM
FRIENDS SCHOOL

Be Yourself.
Grow in Tandem.

tandemfs.org GRADES 5-12 Call Today! 434.951.9314

www.tandemfs.org
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the
excellence
ofa
Montessori
ducation

Infant « toddler early childhood
3 locations on the Upper West Side

Twin Parks ]

MONTESSORI SCHOOLS twinparks.org [&)&?

www.twinparks.org

o T he Flrsw

sbyter
PreChl!frchl,%n

A non-sectarian program
welcoming all children since 1952

Dedicated to children’s growth and learning
Experienced, nurturing teachers
Children ages 2.0-5.3

Specialists for Music, Movement, Studio,
Gardening, & our Healthy Snack Program

Large, airy classrooms, rooftop playground
& an indoor play space

The First Presbyterian Church Nursery School
12 West 12t Street, New York, NY 10011
212.691.3432 | www.fpcns.org

www.fpcns.org
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OPEN HOUSES

October 16, 2026
November 11, 2026
January 9, 2027

MONTESSORI
SCHOOL

LEARN MORE AT
202.387.2700 | 2700 27" Street NW, Washington, DC

www.aidanschool.org

\&
THE LITTLE SCHOOL

Cultivating curiosity, creativity and joy

Schedule
o a tour

—» today!
t._h’?\\ﬁd

* 12.5-acre campus for creativity,
investigation and discovery

* Blended indoor/outdoor learning

* Small student-to-teacher ratio

* Preschool through 5th grade in
Bellevue, WA

admissions@thelittleschool.org
thelittleschool.org/admissions

www.thelittleschool.org/admissions



= We'll be with you
E;':'B’irm every step of the
;:‘}E;Q oy way with 24/7
f":;.-! .-'3‘"-;‘ support services
E*m} and a vibrant
I community of
Scan foriinto care!

www.hephzibahhome.org

A Window to the World o

International Programs for ages 1-5
Preschools 345 East 86th Street - ipsnyc.org

www.ipsnyc.org

MCF estview ¥ childhood is dA/VWy www. crestviewprep.org

PREPARATORY SCHOOL

www.crestviewprep.org

"~ EXPLORERS WANTED.
Join Us for a Fall Open House

Wednesday, November 18, at 9:00 a.m.
Thursday, January 7, at 9:00 a.m.
or Visit Our Website to Schedule a Tour

Preschool - Grade 8 Co-ed, Independent School in Falls Church, VA Contact us about our Infant and Toddler Program

www.congressionalschool.org
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Schools continued
from page 26

Mary McDowell
Friends School
Elementary School

20 Bergen St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-625-3939

Middle School

133-135 Summit St.
Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-625-3939

Upper School

23 Sidney PI.

Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-855-0141
www.marymcdowell.org
K - 12th grade, school
for students with learning
challenges.

See ad on page 14

Montclare Children’s
School

747 Amsterdam Ave.
New York, NY 10025
212-865-4020
www.montclareschool.
org

ages2-5yrs.

See ad on page 35

The Montessori
Schools Flatiron

& Soho

Flatiron Campus
5W. 22nd St.

New York, NY 10010
212-633-0600

SoHo Campus

75 Sullivan St.

New York, NY 10012
212-226-3800
www.themontessori-
schools.org

ages 2 yrs. - 6 yrs.
Flatiron

ages 18 months - 6 yrs.
SoHo

See ad on page 7

North Country School
4382 Cascade Rd.
Lake Placid, NY 12946
518-523-9329
https://northcountry-
school.org/

4th - 9th grade, day and
boarding school

See ad on page 60

=7

LAKE FOREST
COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

Park West
Montessori School
435 Central Park West
New York, NY 10025
www.twinparks.org
ages 3 months - 5 yrs.
See ad on page 28

Professional Children’s
School

132 W. 60th St.

New York, NY 10023
212-582-3115
WWW.pcs-nyc.org

4th - 12th grade, geared
toward working and
aspiring child actors and
dancers.

See ad on page 10

Pusteblume
International Preschool
244 W. 14th St.

New York, NY 10011
212-206-1137
www.pusteblumenyc.org
ages 2-5yrs.

See ad on page 31

Riverside Montessori
School

202 Riverside Dr.

New York, NY 10025
212-665-1600
www.twinparks.org

ages 3 months - 5 yrs.
See ad on page 28

Saint Ann’s School
129 Pierrepont St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-522-1660
www.saintannsny.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 39

Simon’s Rock

at Bard College
https://simons-rock.edu/
Bard Academy
https://simons-rock.edu/
bard-academy/

30 Seminary Dr.
Barrytown, NY 12507
845-752-5600
residential college for
11th or 12th graders
See ad on page 34

St. Hilda’s &

St. Hugh'’s School
619 W. 114th St.
New York, NY 10025
212-932-1980
www.sthildas.org
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 19

Village Community
School

272 W. 10th St.

New York, NY 10014
212-691-5146
www.vesnyc.org

K - 8th grade

See ad on page 46

The Washington
Market School

55 Hudson St.

New York,NY 10013
212-233-2176

134 Duane St.

New York, NY 10013
212-406-7271

www.washingtonmarket-

school.org
ages 2-5yrs.
See ad on page 51

Winston Preparatory
School

126 W. 17th St.

New York, NY 10011
212-496-8400
Transitions:

240 Madison Ave.
New York, NY 10016
646-869-4600

Long Island:

30 Deforest Rd.

Dix Hills, NY 11746
631-779-2400

www.winstonprep.edu
4th - 12th grade, for
students with learning
differences

See ad on page 23

PENNSYLVANIA

Benchmark School
2107 N. Providence Rd.
Media, PA 19063
610-565-3741
www.benchmarkschool.
org

1st - 8th grade, for
students with learning
differences

See ad on page 37

Center School

2450 Hamilton Ave.
Abington, PA 19001
215-657-2200
www.centerschoolpa.org
1st - 8th grade

See ad on page 55

The Crefeld School
8836 Crefeld St.
Philadelphia, PA 19119
215-242-5545
www.crefeld.org

7th - 12th grade

See ad on page 44

continued on page 33

145 S. Green Bay Road, Lake Forest, IL 60045 | 847.615.6151 | www.lfcds.org/admission
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. Where joyful ‘

"learning, diverse

| perspectives, anda
vibrant community

shape confldent, o
1S1

,;;,curlous Iearners. /N
to schedule
your visit!

our curriculum

is built around :
inquiry & exploration |
in the classroom and

GERMAN & SPANISH LANGUAGE IMMERSION
e Preschoolforages2-5
* After School/Enrichment programs and Camps for
preschoolers and school-age children that are open
to students from other schools
» Light-filled, spacious facility in the heart of Chelsea
schedule your tour to find out what makes us so special
244 West 14" Street, NYC, NY 10011
212-206-1137 school office info@pusteblumenyc.org

1225 Broadway, Santa Monica CA 90404
www.psone.org

www.pusteblumenyc.org WWW.psone.org

A nursery

THE 8 through eighth
Bric LEARNERS  scoroence
CHURCH SCHOOL school witha
long standing

commitment
Guiding children to become happy, self-

e LEADERS  :ni®
confident community members, filled with community

curiosity and joy in learning.

Tanglewood

-3 GORDON SCHOOL

62 East 92nd Street

N York, NY 10128 H o
iy e e East Providence, Rhode Island * gordonschool.org

www.brickchurchschool.org

www.brickchurchschool.org www.gordonschool.org
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ADMISSIONS EVENTS
Experience joyful, engaged learning at Echo Horizon. Scan the

QR code or visit us online to learn more and register for an
upcoming admissions event.

Open House

Prospective Parent Night

N

@ echohorizon.org

admissions@echohorizon.org

s ¢ h o o |

- Pre-K-6 31008382442
Joyful Engaged Learning 3430 McManus Avenue ® Culver City, CA 90232

www.echohorizon.org

®preschoolers making challah for Shabbat. ®5th graders refining their writing skills and
®Kindergartners learning about the plant life producing an original Purim shpiel.
cycle and planting parsley to use at their ®Middle schoolers discussingt9l nij'a
Passover seder. pikuach nefesh, the Jewish principle of

®1stand 2nd graders studying civics and preserving life, and the ethical questions it raises.
interviewing local Jewish leaders. ®38th graders preparing for their capstone trip

®3rd and 4th graders learning how Jewish holidays ~ t0 Israel.
are celebrated around the world, and teaching ®All students being upstanders, demonstrating
our learners to play dreidel at Hanukkah. the Jewish practice of 071V]1j'n tikkun olam
(repairing the world).

Jewish DaySchool
of Seattle

Inquire deeply..Engage joyously
425.460.0200 jds.org
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Schools continued
from page 30

Friends’ Central School
1101 City Ave.
Wynnewood, PA 19096
610-649-7440
www.friendscentral.org
Pre-K - 12th grade

See ad on page 14

Germantown Academy
340 Morris Rd.

Fort Washington, PA
19034

267-405-7070
www.germantownacad-
emy.net

Pre-K - 12th grade

See ad on page 35

The Haverford School
450 Lancaster Ave.
Haverford, PA 19041
610-642-3020
www.haverford.org
Pre-K - 12th grade, boys
school

See ad on page 40

Media-Providence
School

125 W. 3rd St.
Media, PA 19063
610-565-1960
www.mpfs.org

age 3 - 8th grade
See ad on page 13

Plymouth Meeting
Friends School

2150 Butler Pike
Plymouth Meeting, PA
19462

610-828-2288
www.pmfs1780.org
age 3 - 6th grade

See ad on page 45

Westtown School

975 Westtown Rd.

West Chester, PA 19382
610-399-0123
www.westtown.edu
Pre-K - 12th grade

See ad on page 15

RHODE ISLAND

Gordon School

45 Maxfield Ave.

East Providence, RI
02914

401-434-3833
www.gordonschool.org
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 31

VIRGINIA

Burgundy Farm
Country

Day School

3700 Burgundy Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22303
703-329-6968
www.burgundyfarm.org
JK - 8th grade

See ad on page 27

Congressional School
3229 Sleepy Hollow Rd.
Falls Church, VA 22042
703-533-1064
www.congressional-
school.org

Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 29

Montessori School

of Northern Virginia
Hillbrook Campus

6820 Pacific Lane
Annandale, VA 22003
703-256-9577
Valleybrook Campus
3433 Rose Lane

Falls Church, VA 22042
703-992-0255

Sleepy Hollow Campus
3435 Sleepy Hollow Rd.
Falls Church, VA 22042
571-294-4769
WWW.msnv.org

ages 2 - 12 yrs.

See ad on page 38

St. Stephen’s and

St. Agnes School
Lower School

400 Fontaine St.
Alexandria, VA 22302
Middle School

4401 W. Braddock Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22304
Upper School

1000 St. Stephen’s Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22304
703-212-2705
WWW.SSSas.org

age 3 - 12th grade
See ad on page 36

Tandem Friends School
279 Tandem Lane
Charlottesville, VA 22902
434-951-9314
www.tandemfs.org

5th - 12th grade

See ad on page 27

WASHINGTON

Bellevue Montessori
School

2411 112th Ave. NE
Bellevue, WA 98004
425-454-7439
www.bellmontessori.com
ages 18 months - 12 yrs.
See ad on page 11

Building Bright Minds
& Big Hearts

Discover a Bay Farm Montessori
Education | South Shore, MA
Early Childhood - Grade 6

BFARM.ORG/INQUIRE

CAMP
FOR

EVERYONE

Vermont
Family Camp

CAMP COMMON GROUND
www.cgcvt.org | 802-453-2592
https://cgcvt.org/

learning is at
the heart of
The Center.

CENTERFOREARLYEDUCATION.ORG

TODDLER THROUGH GRADE SIX
SINCE 1939

WEST HOLLYWOOD, CA 90048
(323) 651-0707

www.centerforearlyeducation.org
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Bertschi School
227 10th Ave. E
Seattle, WA 98102
206-324-5476
www.bertschi.org
Pre-K - 5th grade
See ad on page 17

Bright Water Waldorf
School

1414 S. Weller St., Ste. C
Seattle, WA 98144
206-624-6176
www.brightwaterwaldorf.
org

Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 56

The Downtown School
160 John St.

Seattle, WA 98109
206-717-2849
www.downtownschoolse-
attle.org

9th - 12th grade

See ad on page 47

Epiphany School

3611 E. Denny Way
Seattle, WA 98122
206-323-9011
www.epiphanyschool.org
Pre-K - 5th grade

See ad on page 11

The Evergreen School
15201 Meridian Ave. N
Shoreline, WA 98133
206-364-2650
www.evergreenschool.
org

Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 17

Jewish Day School
15749 NE 4th St.
Bellevue, WA 98008
425-460-0200
https://jds.org/
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 32

The Kineo School
7525 132nd Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98033
425-394-9378
www.kineoschool.org
K - 5th grade

See ad on page 46

The Little School
2812 116th Ave. NE
Bellevue, WA 98004
425-827-8708
www.thelittleschool.org
Preschool - 5th grade
See ad on page 28

Morningside Academy
1605 17th Ave.

Seattle, WA 98122
206-709-9500
www.morningsideacad-
emy.org

1st - 9th grade, for bright
elementary and middle
school students—includ-
ing those with learning
disabilities or ADD/
ADHD—who have fallen
behind or are not reach-
ing their full potential.
See ad on page 45

New Discovery School
7219 Roosevelt Way NE
Seattle, WA 98115
206-447-2377
www.newdiscovery-
school.org

ages 3-5yrs.

See ad on page 38

The Perkins School
9005 Roosevelt Way NE
Seattle, WA 98115
206-526-8217
www.theperkinsschool.
org

K - 5th grade

See ad on page 40

Seattle Country

Day School

2619 4th Ave. N
Seattle, WA 98109
206-691-2625
www.seattlecountryday.
org

K - 8th grade

See ad on page 22

Seattle Waldorf School
Administration Office

& Meadowbrook Campus
2728 NE 100th St.
Seattle, WA 98125
Kinderhaus Campus
4919 Woodlawn Ave. N
Seattle, WA 98103
206-524-5320
www.seattlewaldorf.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 54

Soundview School
6515 196th St. SW
Lynnwood, WA 98036
425-778-8572
www.soundview.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 36

Apply Today
for the Academic Excellence
Program (AEP) Scholarship!

This scholarship recognizes and financially
supports students who demonstrate
outstanding academic achievement and

intellectual promise. AEP awards are

Spruce Street School
914 Virginia St.

Seattle, WA 98101
206-621-9211
www.sprucestreetschool.
org

K - 5th grade

See ad on page 18

St. Thomas School
8300 NE 12th St.
Medina, WA 98039
425-454-5880
www.stthomasschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 18

Tilden School

4105 California Ave. SW
Seattle, WA 98116
206-938-4628
www.tildenschool.org

K - 5th grade

See ad on page 49

University Child
Development School
5062 9th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105
206-547-8237
www.ucds.org
Infant-Toddler Education
- 5th grade

See ad on page 19

The Valley School

318 30th Ave. E

Seattle, WA 98112
206-328-4475
www.thevalleyschool.org
Pre-K - 5th grade

See ad on page 18

Villa Academy
5001 NE 50th St.
Seattle, WA 98105
206-527-9388
www.thevilla.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See on page 41

Westside School
10404 34th Ave. SW
Seattle, WA 98146
206-932-2511
www.westsideschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See on page 50

v

ﬂ@;‘

two-year merit scholarships for
high school students in 10th or
11th grade to begin college at
Simon’s Rock at Bard College,
the nation’s pioneering
Early College.

&
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|||| MONTCLARE
Children’s School

Montclare Children's School is an enriched
preschool, engaging children in a joyful and
dynamic environment. We inspire lifelong learners
by cultivating collaboration, creativity, and
independent thinking, and we take great pride in
our diverse and devoted community.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR
CHILDREN 2 TO 5 YEARS OLD.

747 AMSTERDAM AVENUE NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 10025
T: 212.865.4020 | E: INFO@MONTCLARESCHOOL.ORG
WWW.MONTCLARESCHOOL.ORG

At the root of every PreK-12 program and teaching approach found at
GA is the simple yet powerful concept of engagement. By making each
learning opportunity a captivating and highly participatory experience, we
inspire students to become active learners, not only during childhood but

for life. Invest in your child’s future at Germantown Academy.

PreK-12 | Nonsectarian, Coed Day School | Fort Washington, PA

www.germantownacademy.net | 267.405.7070
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St. Stephen’s +
St.Agnes School

Pursuing Goodness as well as Knowledge

”~

A caring and inclusive community
Learn and explore and dream big.

Be honored for who you are and
who you will become.

Prepare for the academic challenges of college
and the world beyond.

Become Ready.

WWW.SSSAS.ORG/ADMISSION
AGE 3-GRADE 5: 703-212-2705 | GRADES 6-12: 703-212-2706
Alexandria, VA Age 3-Grade 12 Coed Episcopal

www.sssas.org/admission

The Elisabeth Morrow School

Est. 1930 | Serving children age 2—-grade 8 in Englewood, NJ

Channeling students' curiosity and

sparking their creativity through

201-568-5566 ext. 7212 hands-on learning that explores
solutions to real-world challenges

elisabethmorrow.org

https://elisabethmorrow.org/
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=
SOUNDVIEW SCHOOL

AN INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE
WORLD SCHOOL

NOW ENROLLING PRESCHOOL - GRADE 8

3

Fears

LYNNWOOD, WA

Ethical, Rigorous, Compassionate

www.soundview.org

Joyful learning rooted in Quaker values for ages 2 through 8th
grade. We honor every student's "Inner Light" nurturing
creativity, discovery, and purpose. Educating the whole child.

|open HousES R vist us |

WESTFIELD WEDNESDAYS
Drop in any time 9am-3pm

Friday, November 13*
Friday, February 26™

westfieldfriends.org/visit

Cinnaminson, NJ
856-829-0895

Westfield
Friends School

www.westfieldfriends.org/visit



ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

Choosing a Surrogacy Agency with a Proven Track Record

Fulfilling parenthood dreams is
a meaningful and often com-
plex endeavor, and choosing a surro-
gacy agency is one of the most im-
portant decisions an intended parent
will make. While cost, location, and
program structure are all important
considerations, there is one factor
that should never be overlooked: ex-
perience.

A surrogacy journey involves far
more than finding a surrogate. It re-
quires careful coordination of medical
treatment, fertility care, egg donor
recruitment, embryo creation, legal
procedures, pregnancy management,
birth planning, and post-birth support.
Every journey is unique, and even
the most carefully planned path can
present unexpected challenges. This
is where the value of an experienced
agency becomes clear.

Miracle Surrogacy was founded

% BENCHMARK
SCHOOL

www.benchmarkschool.org

in 2014 by parents who personally
built their family through surrogacy
and wanted to help others do the
same. More than a decade later,
Miracle Surrogacy has grown into
the largest and longest-established
full-service surrogacy agency in
Mexico, helping intended parents
from around the world achieve their
dream of parenthood through surro-
gacy in Mexico.

Experience is important because
successful surrogacy journeys are
built on knowledge gained over time.
An agency that has guided hundreds
of intended parents through the pro-
cess has developed systems, re-
lationships, and expertise that sim-
ply cannot be replicated overnight.
From coordinating international em-
bryo shipments to navigating legal
procedures and supporting intend-
ed parents through pregnancy and

Jason and his family.

OW YOU LEARN IS
HOW YOU GROW

When your child learns differently, it can be a
challenge to find an educational home that'’s

right.

At Benchmark School, we welcome challenges.

We teach our students how to/recognize their
challenges and turn them into opportunities for

growth.

Media, PA benchmarkschool.org

Serving grades 1-8. Schedule a visit today.
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International
8 School

PLAY. ARTS.

SOCIAL LEARNING.
COMMUNITY. JOY.

Los Angeles
Lycée
International

A Seattle non-profit

preschool for children

TOURS age 3-5
BEGIN IN

OCTOBER

www.newdiscoveryschool.org

speak & think globally

@ internationalschool.la

’ New Discovery School

% A Play-Based Independent Preschool

www.newdiscoveryschool.org

WEST HOLLYWOOD
CHILDREN’S ACADEMY

Toddler - Preschool - TK

Tomorrow's Success

OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Safe Steps to Big Dreams:
Unlock Your Child’s Potential withUs =

1030 N. Vista Street
West Hollywood, CA 90046

(310) 748-1656

www.wehochildrensacademy.com .

https://wehochildrensacademy.com/

the )
e ) The Granite YMCA
v MSNV OVERNIGHT CAMPS

Montessori School

B, of Northern Virginia

We inspire and guide children to love
learning, to love one another, and to love

the world around them. 0SS
ACAMPF
YMguafford, il

Now Accepting Applications
for Fall 2027
e
PROGRAMS FOR
CHILDREN AGES 2-15

Come schedule a tour today!
Falls Church & Annandale locations

MSNV.ORG | 703-992-0255

The summer of a lifetime awaits!
Scan the QR code to learn more.

Financial assistance is available.

www.GraniteYMCA.org/camps

www.msnv.org www.graniteymca.org/camps
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birth, experience creates confidence
and stability throughout the journey.

Today, Miracle Surrogacy sup-
ports intended parents from the Unit-
ed States, Canada, Australia, New
Zealand, Europe, and many other
countries who choose Mexico as their
surrogacy destination. More babies
are born through Miracle Surrogacy's
programs each year than through all
other Mexico-based surrogacy agen-
cies combined, a reflection of the trust
families place in the organization and
the strength of its established pro-
cesses and support systems.

As interest in surrogacy in Mexico
continues to grow, intended parents
are increasingly looking for agencies
with a proven history of success.
Miracle Surrogacy has extensive ex-
perience supporting single parents,
heterosexual couples, and LGBTQ+
intended parents from around the
world. This broad experience has
helped establish Miracle Surrogacy
as one of the leading names in inter-
national surrogacy, serving families
with diverse backgrounds, goals, and
family-building needs.

For intended parents in the Unit-
ed States, experience can be par-
ticularly valuable. International sur-
rogacy requires coordination across
borders, including transportation of
reproductive tissue, legal documen-
tation, travel planning, and post-birth
procedures. Working with the larg-
est surrogacy agency in Mexico, one
that has successfully managed these
processes for hundreds of American
families, helps reduce uncertainty and
provides reassurance during every
step of the journey.

Another important advantage of
an established agency is access to a
large network of screened surrogates
and egg donors throughout Mexico.
Because Miracle Surrogacy contin-
uously recruits and screens candi-
dates in advance, intended parents
often benefit from shorter wait times
while maintaining the highest stan-
dards of medical, psychological, and
background screening. This ability
to efficiently coordinate surrogacy in
Mexico is one of the reasons intended
parents from around the world contin-
ue to choose Miracle Surrogacy.


https://www.marinmontessori.org/admissions/welcome-from-the-director

Perhaps most importantly, experi-
ence translates into support. Intended
parents deserve more than a service
provider; they deserve a team that un-
derstands the emotional significance
of the journey and can guide them
through every milestone. From the ini-
tial consultation to bringing their baby
home, Miracle Surrogacy's team re-
mains involved every step of the way,
ensuring families never feel alone in
the process.

Danny and his daughter.

As the holiday season approach-
es, many people find themselves re-
flecting on the future and the goals
they hope to achieve in the com-
ing year. For intended parents, that
dream is often the dream of family.
As 2027 approaches, many intend-
ed parents are choosing to turn their
dream of parenthood into a plan. With
an experienced team, a proven track
record, and a position as the largest
surrogacy agency in Mexico, Mira-
cle Surrogacy remains committed to
helping families begin that journey
with confidence through a trusted and
established international surrogacy
program.Visit

https://miraclesurrogacy.com/

for more information. ¥

Photos courtesy of Miracle Surrogacy

THE CAREY SCHOOL

Preschool through Grade 5

Inspiring Curious,
- nt and Joyful
Learners

www.careyschool.org

Saint Ann’s exists
to nurture the
wonder of children.

Here, every subject is an art
and every child is an artist.

Co-ed | No Grades | Pre-K-12

Curious to learn more? (2

Visit saintannsny.org

SAINT ANN’s ScHooL

www.saintannsny.org

The Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church

Day School [MAPCDS] is a leading institution in
child-centric early childhood education, drawing
inspiration from the Reggio Emilia and progressive
educational philosophies. We prioritize intellectual
growth alongside social and emotional development.
Our integrated approach instills a joy for learning
and prepares young minds for future opportunities
and challenges. Families, children, educators, the
environment, and our community are the pillars of
our school.

212-288+9638
New York City

Visit mapcds.org

WWW. map;:g;z};
VALLEY

MONTESSORI
SCHOOL

Established 1976 + 1273 N. Livermore Ave, Livermore, CA

18 Months to 8th Grade

Progressive * Nationally-Recognized
Model Montessori School

[ceetering 50 v’ars'/
== ears!

VMSchool.org

www.vmschool.org
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Start their journey @@ Chicago’s French
into the world. International School
Pre-K to Grade 12 www.LFC.world

www.lfc.world

THE PERKINS SCHOOL 206-526 8217

90th & Roosevelt, Seattle

E A R I_Y K - 5TH G R A D E admissions@theperkinsschool.org

www.theperkinsschool.org

Proud to be a gay-friendly school

www.theperkinsschool.org

GRADES 2 -12

An adaptive and responsive education
for students who learn differently

e Orton Gillingham Structured e Integrated Organizational
Literacy Intervention System and Skill Development

e Multi-Sensory Learning e Parent-School Partnerships
e \Whole-Child Development

The CRAIG SCHOOL Way

-~
10 Tower Hill Road, Mountain Lakes, NJ 07046 . 24 Changebridge Road, Montville, NJ 07045
973-334-1234 - www.craigschool.org

www.craigschool.org

THE HAVERFORD SCHOQOL
~—______ Preparingboys for life

Voted Best A#-i/s jhool in PA

N
. B
=l

‘¢

.. =] o haverford.org/admissions
SC hed u Ie a visit tOd ay : : *%- A nonsectarian college preparatory

day school for boys, pre-k-12
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DERBY ACADEMY

Mind +

A DERBY Education Adds up to More

* Pre-K to Grade 8 with enrollment of +/-340 students

¢ Buses with stops throughout the South Shore and into Boston
¢ Challenging and innovative academics

* Public speaking opportunities

® Small class sizes

* Robust Arts, Athletics, and STEM programs

¢ Commitment to Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging

PRE-K TO GRADE 8 | HINGHAM, MA
discover.derbyacademy.org

https://discover.derbyacademy.org/

DISCOVER

THE VILLA DIFFERENCE

31-Acre
Lakefront Campus

Connected
Community

Academic
Excellence

VILLA ACADEMY

Preschool - 8t" Grade | thevilla.org
Be Known. Be Challenged. BELONG.

Limited Openings,
Inquire Today!

www.thevilla.org

St. Albans School

An Episcopal boarding and day school located beside the
Washington National Cathedral, St. Albans has been inspiring
lifelong learners in grades 4-12 since 1909. With one of the top
financial aid programs in the region, we welcome boys from all

backgrounds into our community.

NATIONAL
PRESBYTERIAD

Our Mission

At National Presby
we focus on the foundational decade of childhood

an School
to launch lives of purpose and compassion.

Pre-K3-Grade6 | www.nps-dc.org
4121 Nebraska Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20016

www.nps-dc.org
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ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

On Montessori, Kindness, and the Seeds We Sow

Integrity is doing the right thing,
even if nobody is watching.
— C.S. Lewis

In recent years, we've experi-
enced a growing sense of stress
and uncertainty in our world, and it’s
clear that this impacts our children.
Everywhere they go, children are
watching and learning. As the Head of
School at Bay Farm Montessori Acad-
emy, | look to my teachers to cultivate
an environment that fosters kindness,
belonging, and a sense of communi-
ty. | believe we have both an oppor-
tunity and an obligation, not only to
create a school culture where chil-
dren can learn foundational values,
but to model those values ourselves,
in how we speak, how we listen, and
how we treat one another. When we
rise to meet this opportunity, children

By Grainne Murray

learn there is great
strength in  doing
good in the world
while remaining
humble and kind.
Children  also ¥
learn from one an- g
other. Last spring, | 3
had the privilege of
watching a group of E
sixth graders pres- ¥
ent their year-long
research  projects.
Each student chose a
topic they were pas-
sionate about, culmi-
nating in impressive
presentations filled
with insightful infor-
mation. What truly
captivated me, though, was not the
quality of their work; it was the audi-

The author, Grdinne Murray, second from left, with her wife
Michele and two of their five children, Emily (left) and Dylan.

ence of younger students, ranging in
age from five to eleven.
When the first student presenter

THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
OF SAN FRANCISCO

The gift of a

bilingual education
for your child.

PK2-Grade 12

internationalsf.org
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finished, Olivia, an eleven-year-old
who has been a part of our school
community since she was three,
raised her hand and said, “l can tell
how much work you put into that,
and | really appreciate learning from
it. Thank you.” Without any prompt-
ing, one by one, the younger children
echoed this appreciation. “That was a
good project,” chimed in a five-year-
old from the front row. | watched as
children shifted in their seats to get
a better view, with a seven-year-old
whispering, “Excuse me, can you
make room for Lila?” and a ten-year-
old offering their seat to a teacher.
Olivia had set a tone of respect
and admiration that carried through
every presentation that followed. She
embodied the very values we aim to
nurture, and one by one, her peers fol-
lowed her lead, each finding their own
words of encouragement to offer the
presenters. It didn't matter that some
presentations were more polished
than others; everyone felt celebrated

f._'t

and seen. The communi-
ty, the appreciation, the
empathy, the kindness: it
was everything we strive
to model, happening nat-
urally. At a moment when
these qualities can feel
increasingly rare in the
wider world, it was a gift to
witness, reminding myself
and the rest of the faculty &
why our work matters so [
deeply. ,
While Olivia’'s story
affirms that our school’s
culture is one of accep-
tance, appreciation, and
kindness, much of the
culture outside our school FEEE=
walls has seemingly P77~
grown in the opposite di- ““
rection. Curiosity about
differences has too often been re-
placed by distrust, and humility is too
often dismissed as weakness. It's es-
sential that schools become havens

7 MIRACLE SURROGACY

of warmth, where children’s innate

WHERE MIRACLES ARE DELIVERED

12+ years of experience

Leading Surrogacy Agency in Mexico

$1,000 discount for all Gay Parent Magazine customers:
mention GPM2026 when you speak with us!

/]

https://miraclesurrogacy.com/

Grainne (right) and Michele with their
son Daniel in Amsterdam last year.

kindness and curiosity are thought-
fully nurtured, where differences are
cherished for what they teach us and
how they open our minds. Because
when children feel safe to show up

THE OQAks ScHooL

. A PROGRESSIVE
TK-6 ScHooL
IN THE
HEART OF
HoLLrwoob

s T e i
WWW.OAKSSCHOOL.ORG

www.oaksschool.org

NNMS.ORG/ADMISSIONS
NN siiresson

www.nnms.org/admissions
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exactly as they are, we remove barriers to inclusion, and
only then can they truly flourish, knowing they are wel-
comed and valued for who they are.

The belief in peaceful coexistence is central to Mon-
tessori philosophy. Children are encouraged to embrace
diversity and understand different perspectives. Dr. Maria
Montessori envisioned children as the peacemakers of the
future, and her approach reflects a profound respect for
each child as an individual. Children who feel seen devel-
op a strong sense of self, one that lets them stand for what
they understand to be good and right while opening their
hearts to the good in others. From that foundation, they
begin to recognize the unique gifts they, and those around
them, have to contribute to the world.

That afternoon with Olivia serves as a reminder to me
of what we as educators are doing here: sowing seeds.
Montessori philosophy asks us to trust children, to believe
they are capable of shaping a kinder, more peaceful, more
accepting world. At Bay Farm, | see that trust rewarded
every day, in small moments that build, one by one, into
something much larger: a community where children learn,
early and often, that who they are is enough. Together, |
believe we can cultivate a culture where kindness and hu-
mility flourish, creating a brighter future for all.

With hopes of peace and promise for the future.

For more information visit https://bfarm.org/. ¥

Inkers
bme here.

Leading progressive education
in NYC since 1914 for children
ages 2 through eighth grade.

»
L‘A.J

City and Country School

cityandcountry.org/nygayparents

www.cityandcountry.org/nygayparents
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Grainne Murray, pictured right,
was appointed Head of School at
Bay Farm Montessori Academy in
2024. Grainne is an experienced
school leader, and an expert in
Montessori pedagogy with a prov-
en record in community building.
Her passion for cultivating rela-
tionships and fostering connec-
tions has been a driving force of
successful enrollment manage-
ment and fundraising.

Grainne earned her Early Childhood Education teach-
ing credential from The Princeton Center for Montessori
Education in 2003. She graduated with a Master of Edu-
cational Leadership & Policy Studies from the University of
Richmond, VA, and she earned her undergraduate degree
(Bachelor of Science) from Trinity College Dublin, Ireland
before emigrating to Boston in 1987. Gréainne believes in
service to the school as well as the community at large.
She is proud of her success in growing leaders from within
and collaborating with accreditation teams to support the
advancement of independent schools.

Photos courtesy of Grainne Murray

www.crefeld.org/openhouse



HELPING STRUGGLING STUDENTS
CATCH UP AND GET AHEAD
SINCE 1980

Morningside Academy helps struggling elementary and middle school
students to catch up and get ahead. Students with learning disabilities
such as dyslexia, dysgraphia, dyscalculia, or ADDJADHD and more are able
to learn in our caring, data-driven environment which features small class
sizes and daily communication with parents. Morningside offers full year
and summer school programming. Students can enroll at any time!

Seattle, WA \ (206) 709-9500 \ morningsideacademy.org

www.morningsideacademy.org

iEN EBI Y
VALORAMOS Y T
CELEBRAMOS Escuela Y Bilingiie
A TODA NUESTRA Internacional
COMUNIDAD!

Dynamic Learning
in two languages,
changing how children think,
and who they become.

* PK—Grade 8

* |B World School
Spanish/English
Immersion

Schedule a tour,
A apply, or get in
touch. We'd love to
d hear from you!

www.ebinternacional.org | admissions @ebinternacional.org | 510.653.3324

www.ebinternacional.org

=+ Financial

Financial clarity. Built for you.

Love builds families.

Planning protects them.

From surrogacy or adoption to college and beyond,
E+ Financial helps LGBTQ+ parents navigate the
real cost of building a family—with clarity,
confidence, and care.

Talk to us to
help you plan
for your growing
family’'s needs.

Founded by and for
the LGBTQ+ community.

Mark Joslyn is a Registered Representative and Investment Adviser Representative of/ and offers securities and
investment advisory services solely through Equity Services, Inc. (ESI), Member FINRA/SIPC, 1 N. Franklin St.,

Suite 3450, Chicago, IL 60606, 312-236-2500. In CO, MO, NH and W, ESI operates as Vermont Equity Services, Inc.
Empowered Plus is independent of ESI. TC8867677(0426)1

www.empoweredplus.com

A Big World in a Small Quaker School

A nurturing learming community for Pre-K to 5th grade,
PMFS honors the precious time of childhood
and creates compassionate and engaged global
citizens by embracing diversity of all kinds and
developing critical and creative thinkers.

W

bmfs1780.org

www.pmfs1780.org
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German Foun_dations. Global Horizons.ﬂ

= ACADEMY

= )
T

Open a world of opportunities
with German education in Boston

Preparing smart, curious, and creative for children in preschool to grade 12.
students for all aspects of college - New to German? Explore Fast Track,

from Chal |eng|-ng academiCS to our accelerated program for students

entering preK - grade 5 without
newfound freedom. prior German experience.

| =
GERMAN El'ﬁ:‘EI
INTERNATIONAL %
SCHOOL | Boston Learn more [=]

Still accepting applications for 2026 - 2027

https://beaconacademyil.org/ http://www.gisbos.org

Village Community School >~ = The Kineo School

Lol At VCS, we help LEARNING SET IN MOTION

CONFIDENCE students grow into -
self-motivated,
lifelong scholars

who embrace both

the challenges and

A rewards of learning. Every child deserves a school where they're
COMMUNITY
: seen, valued, and supported. Our school
welcomes neurodivergent learners, including
those with ADHD, Autism, and other learning
differences.
¢ Small by design, accredited K-5 independent
school in Kirkland, WA.
¢ We offer a tailored, individualized approach that
empowers every child to reach their full potential.
¢ We welcome a diverse mix of students, including
neurodivergent learners.
¢ We make school a fun and engaging experience
because we understand and adapt to each child’s
learning style.

Contact us at info@kineoschool.org
7525 132nd Ave NE, Kirkland, WA 98033

WWW.VCSnyc.org www.kineoschool.org

CREATIVITY

Learn more about our enriching PreK-8
experience at www.vcsnyc.org
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ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

Garden School - Queens is our Campus,
Garden is our School, New York City

or more than 100 years, Garden

School has been part of the Jackson
Heights community. Located in one of the most
diverse neighborhoods in the world, our school
reflects the families, cultures, languages, and
experiences that make the neighborhood
unique. More than 44 languages are spoken in
our families' homes, and 91% of Garden fami-
lies live in Queens, creating a community that
is deeply connected to the borough we serve.

Every day, students learn alongside
classmates from a wide range of backgrounds
and experiences. Those interactions help
shape a community where students are en-
couraged to ask questions, appreciate differ-
ent perspectives, and engage thoughtfully with
the world around them.

Our community is strengthened by the
many backgrounds, perspectives, and ex-
periences that students and families bring to
Garden. We believe every family should feel

welcomed, respected, and reflected in the life
of the school. At Garden, students are known,
supported, and encouraged to be themselves,
while families become active members of a
close-knit community. Our small class sizes
help foster meaningful relationships between
students and teachers, creating an environ-
ment where every child is seen as an individ-
ual.

While our history is an important part of
who we are, Garden School has never stood
still. We have evolved alongside the commu-
nity we serve, embracing new perspectives
while remaining grounded in the values of re-
spect, inclusion, and belonging.

Today, we are proud to be a school that
reflects the diversity and spirit of Jackson
Heights. Just as importantly, we are proud to
be a place where families can find a genuine
sense of community and where every child
feels they belong.

SPECIALIZING IN
SMALL MIRACLES

WITH PERSONALIZED FERTILITY CARE

OFFERING THE LATEST IN
REPRODUCTIVE CARE IN A
warm & compassionate

ENVIRONMENT.
DR. LOUIS R. MANARA

“The only Doctor who is with you from
Consultation to Conception”

The Center for

Reproductive Medicine
& Fertility

Over 30 years experience

State of the Art Facility with

IVF Lab on Premises

IVF and all innovative new treatments
Attificial Insemination

Donor Egg Program

Egg Freezing

Enjoy the comfort of knowing your
doctor really knows you!

FOR AN APPT. cALL 856-767-0009
200A RT. 73 N., VOORHEES, NJ 08043
(ACROSS FROM VIRTUA)

BOARD CERITIFIED IN
REPRODUCTIVE
ENDOCRINOLOGY & INFERTILITY

www.louismanara.com

& Ter

20072006 bt =

-\V\f‘uvmsjcniusg
WOMEN

www.louismanara.com

For more information visit
www.gardenschool.org. ¥

This article was first published in Gay
Parent Magazine's September-October 2026
issue #168.

Photos courtesy of Garden School

At The Downtown School, classes run
from 9:00-2:15, so you can think
deeply, rest, and still have time for
everything you love. With Seattle as
your campus and time built into your
day for passions beyond it, you'll
experience high-level learning and
real-life freedom.

Accepting applications for grades 9-12

the

owntown
school

& www.downtownschoolseattle.org

@ 160 John Street, Seattle WA 98109

www.downtownschoolseattle.org
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TOMORROW BELONGS TO

BAallrora
t School

www.altavistaschool.org

(510) 428-2806
admissions@auroraschool.org

altavista scHooL

https://auroraschool.org

Your story begins with a Tour

Come visit The Willows to start writing yours

w /

Junior / ‘
Kindergarten*

through
Grade 12

Apply by Tuesday, December 1
for the 2026-27 school year!

Parker is committed to access and equity. There is no fee to apply. - —

; CHHC
More online at fwparker.org/apply i Ty p—

*Child mustbe four years old by September 1,2027.  Eex |1 PR T couon eradiobn Culver City | wwwihewillows.org

www.fwparker.org/apply https://www.thewillows.org/admissions/admissions-events
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https://www.fwparker.org/admission/apply-online

Vi %

NURSERY SCHOOL

An early childhood program =—__
e

BB

ONGOING
OBSERVATION

y 0 a“*rj
- i :’O ) v
SICHEE { S

REFLECTIVE DIVERSE FAMILY
COMMUNITY PERSPECTIVES PARTNERSHIPS

Barrow Street Nursery School
builds the foundation for
life-long enjoyment of learning,
appreciation for the arts, and
care for the community and
environment. Our progressive
approach is centered on

- collaboratively designed

MAGES —_—

learning experiences.

19 monthsto5years <. - »

27 Barrow Street,
New York NY, 10014

BARROW
{| STREET

NURSERY SCHOOL

212-242-4140

www.barrowstreetnurseryschool.org

https://barrowstreetnurseryschool.org/

& Tilden School

Independent K-5, Seattle

I No less than
joyful learning, big thinking
and real connection

No more than
16 students
per class

We offer:

@ small classes (8:1 student-to-teacher ratio)
where every student is known and supported.

& Well-rounded academics that inspire critical thinking,
creative problem-solving and confident expression.

& A joyful, caring community that nurtures
kindness, friendship and resilience.

www.tildenschool.org

=i [ :

TESSA )

INTERNATIONAL+«SCHOOL
BILINGUALISM. EXCELLENCE

www.tessais.org

At The Lab School
of Washington, we
embrace differences
as advantages.

THE LAB SCHOOL

- A holistic education for bright students with
language-based learning differences

- Clinical services are integrated into our classroom
and and available on an individual basis

- Our Summer Programs are a great way for your
child to experience what makes the Lab approach
to learning so effective

202.965.6600
www.labschool.org

www.labschool.org
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ANYONE

CAN BE

A FOSTER
PARENT

is a nonprofit organization based in
Rochester, NY. We are dedicated to finding
safe, loving homes for children in foster care
- from infancy to age 21.

Through compassionate and therapeutic

foster care, adoption, and family support
services across New York State, we help
youth and families build lasting bonds.

https://familiesthriveinc.org/

French American School
of Silicon Valley

Give your child h

two languages
one extraordinary future

At FASSV,
our 50/50 French-English program
. . EEEm
nurtures curiosity, creativity, and 2
confidence from age 2 years 9 months. ks
* Bilingual immersion E i

+ Accredited in Californiaand France  geantolearn
+ Small class sizes & native-speaking more and
teachers register for
« Inquiry-based, hands-onlearning ~ OPenHouses
* No prior experience with French November 7
required! January 23
» New: Atlas French Fluency Program March 6
for students coming to Frenchin
upper elementary and middle school
« Multicultural community
* Afterschool care available until 6PM

10AM - 12PM

French American School
of Silicon Valley
Ecole franco-américaine de la Silicon Valley —m,:m,,ll a.}_!fe G’ -ou:-:-a

www.fassv.org | (408B) 746-0460
1522 Lewiston Drive, Sunnyvale, CA 94087

YE A?-"

ESTSIDE
SCHOOL

ile:) jkful learning.
High academic
standards.
Acommunity
‘where every
S % family belongs.
Independent Preschool-8th Grade School
westsideschool.org | 206.932.2511 | West Seattle, WA

www.westsideschool.org

www.fassv.org

Consider Adoption STAR
For Your Adoption Journey .«

W Domestic Infant & Older
Child Adoption Programs.

W Home Studies

W Post Placement
Supervision

i Supports Birth Parents, |
Adoptees, and Adoptive |
Parents \

WWW.ADOPTIONSTAR.COM

ADOPTION STAR IS A NON-PROFIT CHILD PLACING AGENCY FOR YOUTH OF ALL AGES
NEW YORK STATE AUTHORIZED, FLORIDA AND OHIO LICENCED ADOPTION AGENCY

INFO@ADOPTIONSTAR.COM

1-866-691-3300

www.adoptionstar.com
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Celebrating 50 years of early childhood education in Tribeca, NYC.

washingtonmarketschool.org | 212-233-2176 | admissions@wms-nyc.org

Y
W
'\

www.washingtonmarketschool.org

TRINITY
SCHOOL

Menlo Park, CA

Visit www.trinity-mp.org to register for an Open House or Virtual Information Session

www.trinity-mp.org
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LOWELL
is HERE

Co-ed progressive
education for students
2.5 years old to 8th grade

www lowellschool.org
admissions@lowellschool.org

e

- Here for the ~~~ Here for the | Igg F\:\gcljli
EXPERT'SE g AMBITIONS 1640 Kalmia St. NW Washington, DC 20012

www.lowellschool.org/admissions

There’s More Than One Way to Build a Family

We know both! Personalized services, supported by years of experience.

@,
A Adoption Connection @ Surrogacy Pathway
- Ethical, Compassionate, Knowledgeable + Boutique, nonprofit surrogacy agency
« Comprehensive Outreach Services + Thoughtful, deeply personal matching
« Trusted by LGBTQ+ Parents for Over 40 Years « Expert guidance at every step
415-359-2494 . adoptionconnection.jfcs.org 415-359-2482 - surrogacypathway.jfcs.org

Adoption Connection and Surrogacy Pathway are programs of
Jewish Family and Children’s Services—serving all faiths and backgrounds since 1850.

Free Consultation when you mention you heard about us from GPM

https://adoptionconnection.jfcs.org/ and https://surrogacypathway.jfcs.org/
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OF% BABY

By Stewart Lewis

ur fourth date was the
birth of my daughter.
| knew he was a keeper as all
he brought to the hospital was a -
cute card for me and a tiny baby i
suit for her, leaving all judgement !
behind. It didn’t matter that | was
gay guy having a child with a fe-
male fan of my music who probably =~
thought | was going to be famous.
Steve was just there to support me,
with his lovely bald head and styl-
ish glasses, a 50 year-old with the
smile of a boy. He’d recently come
out, so in a sense he was a boy,
discovering a new world for the first |
time. Yes, | had to clear his closet g
of plaids and dated brown shoes,
but there he was. The sophisticat-
ed good looks of an executive and the energy of a kid in a
candy store.
June 16th, 2006, | cut the umbilical cord and my baby

AKE AMERy
MREAT AGARA

Meet your child’s
new guardians?

Who would raise your child if you
weren’t here?

If something happened to you and your partner, a court would decide who
raises your children. Don't let it be your MAGA brother-in-law and his
current wife.

An estate plan lets you choose someone who shares your values to raise
your child.

Your family. Your values. Your choice.

Schedule a free call to protect your

family

Scan the code to book your call

(212) 431-PLAN
info@thevillagelawfirm.com
www.thevillagelawfirm.com

E VILLAGE
00 | AW FIRM

Attorney Advertising. Fictional dramatization; persons depicted are not actual clients.

LIS

X The author, Stewart
X & Lewis (left) with his
#°% daughter Rowan.

Ay il

N screamed. She was beau-
& tiful, we could tell from the
start. I'd brought my guitar
= and played her a song as
iy she wriggled on the little
heated bed. I'll never for-
get Steve in the doorway,
a single tear escaping un-
derneath his glasses like
a raindrop down a window
pane.

Later that night, in bed,
| told him he was a trooper.

“l think it's great what
you’re doing. It's another
layer, another interesting
part about you.”

| thought about some
of the other people in my
life who had quite different reactions.

“Well, | appreciate it. | don’t know what it is, but | feel so
comfortable around you.”

“Being foster parents and
giving our son a sense of
stability is so rewarding.
There are so many children in
need of a safe, loving home."

—Jordamlaﬁ% John, Village foster parents

Foster parents needed!

o _The
mTVillage

Where real change happens®

Learn more:
thevillage.org/foster

www.thevillagelawfirm.com

www.thevillage.org/foster
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“Really? How about we
get more comfortable,” he
said, nuzzling his face into
my neck.

It was like that noise %
your phone makes when it | |
gets plugged into a charger.
A soft, warm...not a ding, |
deeper than that...a reverber- ||
ation. When he kissed me, _
the lightning bolt appeared
inside my battery icon and |
knew | was ok, | would last,
he would bring me to a hun-
dred percent.

“You plug me in.” | said.

“What?”

“Nothing.” It wasn’t noth-
ing, but it was something |
would keep to myself.

Steve was the soft

yet solid ground | needed. The perfect house at the end of a
winding road. We shared the love of eating at the bar (making
what we call 20-minute friends), travelling (we’ll always have
Ravello), live music (Sara Bareilles and Tony Bennet were two
standouts), exercise (not gym rats but yes, devoted) and naps

(especially now that we're, ahem, older).

" (8 e 7 .

Join Us for an On Campus Event!

« Nov7 @ 10:00 a.m. All School Open House
+ Dec3 @ 6:00 p.m. Middle School Info Night
* Feb6 @ 9:30 a.m. Early Childhood Play Date

Experience our classrooms on weekly tours!

@iﬁzﬂf)om

SCHOOL

Preschool - Grade 8

https://seattlewaldorf.org/admission/visitsws/
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Stewart with his husband Steve
(left).

We moved into a loft together
in Manhattan, where my daughter
Rowan would visit as a toddler. | was
winging it as a father but Steve had
done it twice in his other straight life,
raising two wonderful, now grown
men. He not only guided me but
came through at crucial moments,
like when she was shaking in the
bathtub and | was so freaked out |
didn’'t even think to give her medi-
cine. Steve came home and imme-
_ diately took control. As | watched him
- cradle her back to normalcy, | mar-
" veled at my good fortune. It sounds
simple, but he was the first boyfriend
that never made me feel bad. He was
inherently empathetic and kind, not

to mention he could fix anything: faucets, light fixtures, in this
case a child’s fever.

One morning, as he was watching his coffee brew and |

was assembling a smoothie, | told him about the dream | had
the night before.

“My mother was walking continued on page 56

a GayRealEstate

INSTANT FREE ACCESS
TO THE WORLD'S FINEST LGBTQ+
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

WWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM

1-888-420-MOVE (6683)

www.gayrealestate.com



M
Center 5 School
The leading private school in the
tri-state area (PA, NJ, DE) for students in grades 1-8

Focused Literacy Support

Over 500 hours each school year are dedicated to building
strong reading, writing, and communication skills.

Smaill Class Sizes

An average of 8 students per class allows for meaningful
interaction and personalized instruction.

Strong Academic Foundation

A rigorous, well-rounded curriculum prepares students
for high school, college, and lifelong success.

-
Experiential, hands=on Iearning)for PreK-8th grade

DISGOVER
BAKER -

DEMONSTRATION SCHOOL

Where academic excellence Learn More & Apply Now!
meets curiosity & creativity. www.bakerdemschool.org
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Stewart Lewis continued from page 54

me down the aisle,” | told him.

| got no response. He simply stared
harder at the coffee brewing. | didn'’t bring
it up again until he was halfway through
his first mug.

“The vision for me was always a
husband and a child,” | said. “But | never
thought it would be possible. Now | have
this beautiful girl, and...”

He hugged me. He smelled like
bright citrus soap and dreams.

‘I don’t think | could get married
again,” he said.

| gulped my smoothie to hide the
sting. It was silly to think that everything |
pictured would come true. But every time
| walked by a bridal store, or saw a male
couple’s wedding picture in the New York
Times, | thought, it could still happen.

About a year later, at an Inn on Nan-
tucket, the sun just gone, the sky a can-
vas of red brush strokes above us, we
walked down a sloping lawn out onto a
dock over the sound, where he grabbed

aring he’d hidden under a storage box,
got on one knee and said, “| want to
give you all of me.”

My heart filled with joy on tap. |
could barely breathe.

“Will you marry me?” He asked.

“Yes!” | was able to say between
hyperventilating, tears churning out of
my eyes. | was so lucky, so grateful, so
completely over the moon and every
star.

graduating
high school.

After our grand wedding where our |8
families and friends gathered on a fall §
evening overlooking the dunes of the §
same island where he proposed, we
moved from NYC to DC and started our J¥=E¥
married life. Rowan visited as a tween
and said flying alone was “Like, no big
deal.” She was really becoming a sharp,
curious person and it was fascinating to
watch her evolve. The three of us would
go get pizza and play games at the table
(Steve never really liked playing games
but did it for Rowan), go see Cirque del
soleil (most likely the seed of Rowan be-
coming the dancer she is today), and ride

on roller coasters (it was worth it hearing
her squeal with delight even if | was turn-
ing green).

The dream got better. We built our
dream house on the island, and Rowan
visited every summer. It felt like one of
those commercials pushing some kind
of medication. The three of us laughing

om

altorto.c

Reproductivel.aw
— Firm
Helping Make the Surrogacy Process Easier
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www.lawofficeofmelissaltorto.com

% Building NY Families

E OF LESLIE SILVER

NEW YORK ADOPTION LAWYERS PROVIDING
COMPASSSIONATE REPRESENTATION
BUILDINGNYFAMIILIES.COM
(914) 646-8133

www.buildingnyfamilies.com

EARLY CHILDHOOD THROUGH GRADE 8

77\
BRIGHT WATER

WALDORF SCHOOL

’M‘ : New Alternatives
NAC for Children

R " -0"(
BRIGHTWATERWALDORF.ORG

www.brightwaterwaldorf.org

We saved
you a spot!

Come see what learning looks
like, at Akiba's community Early

‘ Contact us

Childhood program.

OEO | O @2 6961550
Schedule a tour ™
today! 5 b &) v !
’ @ b (©NACFOSTERPARENTS

1 | https://nackidscan.org/become-a-foster-parent/
https://akibaschechter.org/
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in the waves, the sun glistening on
our skin, our Frenchie Oliver watch-

ing from underneath the beach
umbrella. An idealistic tableau be-

fore they list the side effects. May
cause: death of mother whom you

adore more than anyone in the !

world, loss of husband’s job which

was his whole identity, baby mama !

drama, emotional wounds from a
teenager’s disdain, two pesky kid-
ney stones.

But maybe that’s why love ex-
ists. By living in each other’s light,
we can see in the dark. Steve is the
person who administered the last bit

of morphine to my mother, | am the
person who held him in the middle g

of the night while he trembled with
crippling anxiety. Steve is my voice
of reason, and would do anything
for me, as | would for him. Love
is doing, sacrificing, showing up.
Knowing when to keep quiet.
Recently, Rowan graduated
high school, and when her name
was called, we were like two crazed

Nothing is beyond their imagination.
Including each others’ point of view.

Explore Beuuvolr und join us
at an upcoming event!

BEAUVOIR

beauvoirschool.org

Stewart with his daughter Rowan.

www.beauvoirschool.org

maniacs. Filming, taking still shots, yell-
ing, about to jump out of our seats and
onto the stage. Rowan looked at us, her
smile a beacon. Yes, she had an uncon-
ventional childhood, but we were always
in her life, and we always will be.

| looked over and saw that same
raindrop tear in Steve’s eye, the one
that rolled underneath his glasses 18
years ago in the hospital doorway, and
| thought, Oh baby. We went as a river,
and we have curved so far, around so
many bends. Eventually we will reach
the ocean and be washed away, but we
can say we loved.

We loved. ¥V

Stewart Lewis has published eight
novels, one of which is becoming a fea-
ture film he co-produced. He has since
written and directed two short films, in-
cluding the rom-com COOKIES which is
currently in the festival circuit. For more
information, visit www.stewartlewis.com.

Photos courtesy of Stewart Lewis
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Babies, Babies with Two Daddies

“Oh, you're a gay couple,” a
cynical friend said, “You'll wait a
long time to adopt a child.”

. years we talked about
FOT‘ bringing a child into
our family. We had excuses; we're not
ready. We don't have enough money.
Money never stopped our own parents
from having five children, respectively.
We wondered if our moment would ever
arrive, or would we keep putting it off
until it was a dream we never pursued
with full passion?

In October 1997, Tom’s mother,
Pat, was diagnosed with cancer. Her iliness
was sudden, unexpected, and shocking to
the family. By Thanksgiving, the cancer had
spread throughout her body, and we lost her
on December 1, 1997 (World AIDS Day). Tom
was at her bedside when she died. That night
he called me from Bristol, Rhode Island.
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for alifetime of well-being.

millennium

www.millenniumschool.org

Gay Parent Magazine's web site
www.gayparentmag.com
+ get free current issues
+ get family resources

and follow wo
Facebook ¢ Instagram
Threads * Bluesky

Tumblr « X

By Davidson Lloyd

We began the tsunami of paperwork
that all adoptive parents must plow
through. The adoption home study
alone is enough to discourage anyone
from continuing the adoption process.
The social workers asked questions of
us, gay men, that would never be asked
of heterosexual couples. They didn’t
ask bluntly about sexual practices,
but the “tone” of the questioning

was surely there.

“My mother regretted she couldn’t have
lived to see us have children of our own,” Tom
said. There was another silence on the tele-
phone. | could sense his breathing.

“Are you still there? Are you okay?” |
asked.

“Yes. | think it's time,” he said.

#

Standing on our porch outside our
house in Venice, Art, our faithful dog by
our side, looking up into the immense
universe, Tom said, “We're ready. Send
us a child.”

After that, we launched into baby
research: visiting agencies, exploring
surrogacy (too expensive), foster-to-
adopt possibilities, adoption through a
lawyer, the County, foreign adoptions.
We went to adoption workshops, sem-
inars, classes and plowed through vol-
umes of adoption books, magazines,
articles.

In 1998, we were in the vanguard
of gay men, single and couples attempting
to become parents. The gayby boom was
beginning to flower. Gay men were breaking
through society’s prejudice that gay men could
not be parents, could not care for, nurture,
support, love, or understand the complexities
and realities of childrearing. Parenting is not

COLUMBIA GRAMMAR & PREPARATORY SCHOOL

Where academic excellence and well-being go hand in hand.

At CGPS, students are known, cared for, and challenged. Our teachers spark
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Davidson Lloyd (left) with Tom Keegan hold-
ing their daughter, Connor Keegan-Lloyd,
and Art, their dog. Connor was 7 days old in
this photo.

confusing. We felt she was asking for something but
~ | would not be clear as to what she wanted—proba-
| bly money.

Though it is illegal to “buy a baby,” people will
still try and get money from prospective adoptive
| parents.

“If we let this one go, will there be another?” |
| asked the social worker.
| Our social worker made the decision for us.
She felt it was some sort of scam and advised us
~ | not to follow through. Scams in the adoption world
are quite common. Adoptive parents are very vul-
nerable and can feel desperate to have a child, time
is running out, and therefore don't see the signs of
being duped.

Adoption is a delicate dance between birth-
parent(s) and the prospective adoptive parents. It
might be a waltz, or you might rhumba alone. We at-
tended the IAC support group, watching other group

gender specific. Good parenting comes from within. Just because you
can make a baby does not mean you can parent one.

After months of research, we chose an adoption agency, the In-
dependent Adoption Center (IAC). The IAC, at that time, had had only
two same-sex adoption clients. We contacted them. One couple said:
“Your lives will change forever.” The second couple said: “It’'s the most
challenging job you'll ever have--and the most rewarding.”

Cliches are cliches for a reason—because they are often true.
But | think we were hoping for something more, something that was
particular to “gay parenting”: How could we help our child explain to the
other children that he/she had two dads instead of a mom and a dad?
We would have to find answers through our own baby experience. Our
hearts were about to embark upon unknown adventure.

We began the tsunami of paperwork that all adoptive parents must
plow through. The adoption home study alone is enough to discour-
age anyone from continuing the adoption process. The social workers
asked questions of us, gay men, that would never be asked of hetero-
sexual couples. They didn’t ask bluntly about sexual practices, but the
“tone” of the questioning was surely there.

We worked on our birthmother letter, a combination of personal
and promotional information: we live on a tree-lined street; in a safe, se-
cure neighborhood. There were pictures of us, our dog, Art, our house,
and our huge extended family. Once our letter was completed, it went
into the 1AC’s birthmother distribution system. Once a birthmother
makes an application with the agency, the letters are sent to them, to
help them choose possible adoptive parents. Of the hundreds of letters,
the agency was sending out, we were the only gay couple.

Our birthmother's letter went into the IAC system, August 1, 1998.
Echoes of the cynics’ voice: “You're a gay couple. You will wait a long
time to adopt a child,” rang in my ears. Maybe there was a grain of truth
there. Maybe we would wait a long time.

A week later we got a call from a birthmother. Wow! A response
so quickly! We were excited. Our conversations with her soon became

members bring in their newly arrived babies. Their
joy was contagious. We listened to their stories as though they had
just returned from some exotic land and were bringing back a rare and
precious treasure to share with the ones waiting in the village. From the
beginning, we wanted a newborn.

The couples or single parents with their new arrivals always of-
fered hope to the rest of the group members. “Soon this will be you with
your baby,” one recent adoptive mother said. We were the only same-
sex couple in the group. If anyone in the support group ever questioned
two men adopting, no one ever said anything. We were all there for the
same magical purpose. Everyone was supportive of everyone getting
their baby.

In October 1998, we received a call from a young woman who
would become our birthmother. She was nineteen, lived in Little Rock,
Arkansas, knew she was too young to raise a child alone. We agreed
to meet her and her mother Thanksgiving weekend in Memphis, Ten-
nessee, home of The King, Elvis Presley, to “make a match” if possible.

She had seen our pictures from our birthmother letter, so she
knew what we looked like, but we had no idea what she looked like.
Our birthmother and her mother were in the “dog world,” raising and
showing dogs, in competition, like on the National Dog Show that fol-
lows the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade. She was going to show a
dog, a beagle, that weekend in Memphis.

We chose to meet her at a Cracker Barrel (an anti-gay compa-
ny) near the dog show arena. She arrived with her mother. Her shoul-
der-length blonde hair framed her green eyes, giving a softness to her
face, which seemed fuller due to her pregnancy. She reminded me of a
young Joanne Woodard. She was shy, nervous; we were shy, nervous.

For hours we talked about our lives, our careers, our families, our
long commitment and relationship, our dreams of having a child in our
lives. One of the things that attracted her to us was our dog, Art. Like
her, we were “dog people.” She said she got four hundred birthmother
letters from the agency, and we were her first choice.

Gay Parent Magazine November-December 2026 Issue #169 www.gayparenimag.com 59
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and Tom Keegan. birthmother—some-
times twice a day.

“We plan on coming
to Little Rock the
first week of Jan-
uary,” | told her on
the telephone. Nev-
er did she indicate
what the gender of
| the baby might be.
We didn't care.

In January
1999, we traveled to
Little Rock to await
the birth of the baby.
Many years ago I'd
had my first profes-
sional acting job in
Little Rock at the Olde West Dinner Theater
performing in Under the Yum Yum Tree. The
night we arrived in Little Rock they took us to
that same Dinner Theater where I'd performed
in 1967. A poster of our production of Under
the Yum Yum Tree was still hanging in the lob-
by. I took it as a sign. Me and my signs!

The baby was not to arrive until the end
of January, so | stayed in Little Rock and Tom

CAMP TREETOPS
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she would be taken care of.” By the end of the
weekend, the match was made.

We spent December 1998 on the tele-
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returned to California. | was with our birth-
mother and her mother every day. We took
drives, had lunch or dinner, and went to the
movies. They showed me the sights of Little
Rock, including Bill Clinton’s hangouts, which
included his favorite McDonald’s.

One day, at a restaurant in Hot Springs,
Arkansas, where Bill Clinton grew up, our
birthmother asked, “What color of clothing do
you have for the baby?” It seemed like a test.

“We don’t have a particular color in mind.
We've bought garments in white and yellow.
Those seem like safe colors,” | told her.

“You might think pink.”

PAUSE.

“Or blue,” she said, smiled and went back
to her tuna sandwich. | had a feeling the baby
was going to be female.

Our soon-to-be-daughter would be born
in the South, where prejudice towards gays
and lesbians existed then and still exists now,
but through all the subtle and not-so-subtle
homophobia, which we subtly or not-so-sub-
tly acknowledged, we found help from many
of the people we encountered. Horror, hope,
help, homophobia, they can all be part of the
gay adoption journey.

We were there with one purpose--to re-
ceive this child the Universe was steering
into our lives. Later, challenges by Southern
bureaucratic “agencies of prejudice” would
present temporary obstacles in our quest to
make our daughter part of our family. | would
be dishonest if | only portrayed our adoption
journey as a gay variation of an episode of
The Brady Bunch.

Nature was providing the perfect dramat-
ic backdrop for the birth scenario. The January
days in Little Rock were cold and gray most
of the time. There were reports of tornadoes
headed for Little Rock. On an outing with the
birthmother and her mom, the sky suddenly
became ominous, threatening heavy rain on
the horizon, darkness at noon. The
radio reported two tornadoes bouncing around
in the area and advised that everyone take
cover. We passed trees wrapped in corrugat-
ed sheet metal shawls and barns flattened
and scattered.

We found shelter inside a giant Sam’s
Club and waited for the tornadoes to pass
overhead.

“Grab a pillow,” the birth grandmother
said.

“What for?”

“To protect your head in case of falling
glass,” she yelled.



Left to right, Tom Keegan, Connor Keegan-

~ AN

In the excitement and danger, | thought our birthmother might give
birth right there between the coffee and the chocolates. A young woman
nearby was crying hysterically. The birth grandmother shouted, “Give
that girl some chocolate.” Holy shit! Was that some Southern remedy
for hysteria? Sigmund Freud should have tried bon-bon therapy.

She did not give birth at Sam’s Club.

The hospital where our child was to be born had a new maternity
and delivery wing and at this time our birthmother was the only patient
on the floor. Tom returned to Little Rock, we hung out in the lobby, pac-
ing like expectant fathers, watching the rain bathe much of the town.

Once the maternity ward director and her nurses realized we did
not have horns, and that the hospital floor was not going to suddenly
open wide and thrust all of us into Hell, they completely embraced us.
They gave us a private room, so we did not have to loiter in the lobby.
We had taken many classes about caring for a baby, but these women
graciously gave us practical instructions.

It was still raining in Little Rock when our daughter made her ap-
pearance into this world. At 9:43 p.m. the director came running down
the hallway, carrying her in her arms.

“Follow me, guys,” she shouted, and we were off to the receiving
room. When | saw her, | realized this was real! This was it—from here
on she would be our life-long responsibility.

She was tiny. They cleaned her eyes, nose, mouth, feet, and body.
| gently pressed my finger into her tiny palm and whispered, ‘I promise
you two things, love and support.” One of the nurses pressed each of
her footprints onto a clean, starched, blue hospital gown and handed
it to me.

“Is this for the birthmother?” | asked the nurse.

“No, it’s for you.”

The first ten minutes of her life would be the first ten minutes of
our lives forever.

Like many newborns she was jaundiced, so we could not return
home immediately after the birth. Tom would lay on the floor of our hotel
room with her in his arms as the sunlight came streaming in through the
window, bringing warmth and healing.

As we like to travel, we said to her, “You must be baby-to-go” |

said to her, so at seven days old she made her first
airplane flight. She has been a great traveler ever
since.

For the most part, our adoption story was
somewhat free from the heights of drama. Every
adoption story has adventures of its own. Hopeful-
| ly, they are manageable and not catastrophic. Life
|| is messy. Drama is free-floating; it goes with living.

When your child is born outside the state in
which you live, an amended birth certificate must
be obtained from the original state of birth. Thus,
we needed to get the amended birth certificate from
the state of Arkansas. We thought it was a simple
procedure. You request a form from the Arkansas
Department of Health; you fill it out with the name
of the mother, the name of the father. If you're a
heterosexual couple, that is what happens. If you're
gay, the procedure takes on a whole different lop-
sided avenue towards certification.

When you are caring for your baby, daily, mo-
ment-to-moment, holding her, bonding with her,
attending to her every need, being joyous at every
new discovery she experiences, you begin to feel your own innocence
and vulnerability re-emerging. Every day, as your child experiences
something for the first time, you experience it as well. You forget how
unkind and dispassionate the world can be.

We forgot we were “gay parents.” We thought we were “just par-
ents.” We were about to be served a southern reality sandwich, and
the taste would not be sweet. As instructed by the lawyer at the IAC, we
submitted the amended birth certificate request form to the Arkansas
Department of Health.

On the line for “mother” we crossed out “mother,” wrote in “father,”
and put one of our names on that line. The form was returned to us,
stamped: REJECTED. FORM ALTERED. They returned our $12 check.

We sent in another form, this time not crossing out “mother” but
just putting one of our names on that line. The form was rejected and
returned to us, along with our check for $12.

We ignored the Southern fragrance of homophobia, being too in-
volved in the euphoria of parenthood. But something was beginning to
smell rotten in Little Rock.

| called the Arkansas Department of Health. | wanted to speak to
a person and try to understand what the difficulty might be. A strong
Southern-accented female voice answered the telephone. Trying to
be helpful, | suggested she retrieve our form for reference, thinking it
would be helpful for both of us to have the form in front of us.

“You must get a lot of these requests,” | said.

“Not from two men, | don’t,” she snapped back. “The Arkansas
Department of Health does not issue amended birth certificates to two
men.”

There it was, straight from the homophobe’s mouth, unsweetened
and bitter. No subtlety there. | tried to be calm; tried not to react to the
knot tightening in my stomach. | wanted to scream “bigot” into the tele-
phone, but instead | thanked her and hung up. After all, she was “just
following orders.”

We thought about leaving the birth certificate as it was issued by
the hospital, with the birthmother’s name on it, but she was our child
and should have our names on the birth certificate. It would cause
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problems for her, and for us, as she got older:
passport, ID cards, Social Security identifica-
tion, school registrations, classes, customs,
and immigration exits and entrances, any
forms that require parents’ information.

We were given the names of two lawyers
in Little Rock. | called one and told her our
story.

“This is ridiculous,” were her first words.
“They should have just processed the request
and not caused you all this hassle. Arkansas
is so slow to change.”

Weeks and months went by. We were
communicating with her, sometimes daily.

“Patricia, you need to bill us for all the
time you're spending going back and forth
with the Arkansas Department of Health.”

“'m expensive, Davidson. “I'm $95 an
hour,” she informed me.

[ gulped! Our lawyer in Los Angeles was
$350 an hour. In almost the year she spent
working for us she never charged us a cent.

“How can | charge you for something that
should have been so simple and easy for my
state to provide?”

Again, a woman had come to the rescue
for us and our child. | have told this story to
our daughter because | want her to be con-
scious of the strength, kindness, and human
generosity this woman extended to us and, by
extension, to her.

At one point the Arkansas Department
of Health offered a way to “resolve the issues
presented by your case.” That solution was to
list one father on the amended birth certificate
and leave the “mother” line blank. It may have
been their solution, but it was not our solution.
We both wanted to be on the birth certificate.
To do anything else would be to cave into their
discrimination.

Our Arkansas lawyer called to say she
had discovered a lawyer in Portland, Oregon,
who had a similar petition for a same-sex
couple. He pursued, pushed, pushed, and pe-
titioned over and over until, finally, the Arkan-
sas Department of Health relented and issued
an amended birth certificate to the same-sex
couple.

“I'l contact him and follow his strategy,”
she said.

On February 13, a year later, the lawyer’s
assistant called me.

“Davidson, this is Mona. | have the
amended birth certificate in my hand. How
would you like to get it?”

“Yes. Please send it overnight.”

It arrived on Valentine’s Day.

On the amended birth certificate, on the
line where it says “mother,” Davidson Lloyd is
printed there and on the line that says “father,”
Tom Keegan’s name is printed there. Over the
years | have said to our daughter, “I'm your
mother.” She acknowledges it, both as a kind
of joke and as a kind of truth.

When she was a baby, we both carried
a copy of the birth certificate on our person.
There are stories of same-sex couples, pri-
marily gay fathers, being stopped by police
or customs agents and the child(ren) taken
away because the men couldn’t fully prove
the child(ren) were part of their family. Never
would we be in a situation where there was
any question about who her parents were.

When she began to talk, we prompted
her on what to say if an official-looking person
started to question her. Be polite and say: “I'm
adopted, and these are my dads.” Now that
she is older, she is quite capable of speaking
for herself.

Coming back into America from Canada,
we were stopped at the border. The border
guard looked at her in the back seat and said,
“Where’s the mother?” Tom and | looked at
each other.

“She’s adopted and we're her gay dads,”
Tom said.

“Oh, can you prove it?” the guard chal-
lenged. | quickly whipped out her birth certifi-
cate. He looked at it, passed it back and let us
back into our country, two American dads and
their American child, Connor Keegan-Lloyd. ¥

Davidson Lloyd (he/him), is a writer, per-
former and administrator. He holds a BA in
Theater from Pace University and MA in Per-
formance/Theatre from Antioch College. As
a performer, Davidson has appeared on and
Off-Broadway. With his spouse, Tom Keegan
(Keegan & Lloyd), he created 21 performance
theatre works touring throughout the US and
Europe, as part of the vanguard of gay men
championing same-sex marriage and par-
enting. As the former Director of Financial
Assistance for the SAG-AFTRA Foundation,
Davidson provided financial assistance and
scholarships for SAG-AFTRA actors and their
families. Together since 1977, Davidson and
Tom currently reside in Los Angeles.

Photos courtesy of Davidson Lloyd
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Our Family Coalition supports LGBTQ+ parents and caregivers,
as well as prospective parents looking to start a family, by
providing hundreds ofprograms, groups, and trainings each year
that build community, strengthen family resilience, and ensure
our schools and laws are inclusive of all our families -
in the San Francisco Bay Area and beyond.

Join us!

playgroups  speakers bureau
support groups  legislative advocacy
educational workshops  media visibility campaigns
LGBTQ Pride Family Gardens  trainings in inclusive education

www.ourfamily.org Gay Parent Magazine November-December 2026 Issue #169 www.gayparentmag.com g3



