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FERTILITY SERVICES AT VALLEY

THE TIME IS

WE GET IT.

Time to start exploring your
family-building options?
Learn how we can put you
on the path to parenthood.

Our Services Include:

» LGBTQ Family Building
« Fertility Testing

* Insemination

« In Vitro Fertilization

* Preimplantation
Genetic Testing

« Embryo Freezing

« Egg Freezing

» Donor Egg and Donor
Sperm Services

Gestational Surrogacy

THE VALLEY HOSPITAL FERTILITY CENTER - 201-634-5400 Va]]ey
Virtual Consultations Also Available ’ Hea]th
ValleyHealth.com/Fertility A System
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theEcole

A o
French-American school
in the heart of Manhattan.

The Ecole s an independent, French-American
' bilingual school serving an international

£ community of Materelle-to-Middle

o School students in New York City.

Find out more:
theEcole.org

| HOMOLOGATION arents league
du ministere frangais OISy Ou 1E=S=\\=A
chargé de I'éducation I National Association
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GET TO KNOW US!

ATTEND AN OPEN HOUSE
LOWER SCHOOL
Saturday, October 3, 2026 NOW MORE
MIDDLE & UPPER SCHOOL AFFORDABLE.
Saturday, October 17, 2026

STILL EXCEPTIONAL.
ORYOU CAN
Schedulea CAMPUS TOUR

o o

Setup a DAY IN THE LIFE VISIT (Middle & Upper School) 100/0 33 /O

COLLEGE TUITION
CONNECT with a current parent (Lower School) ACCEPTANCE REDUCTION

THE KEW-FOREST SCHOOL
PRESCHOOL THROUGH GRADE 12

© FOREST HILLS, NEW YORK
® KEWFOREST.ORG
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HAPPENS AT HARKER.

Our greatest goal (and greatest joy) is to help

all students uncover their unique gifts. Whether
they are directing their own play or pitching a
startup, we create a space for all students to try
new things inside a community that cheers them
on. We encourage children to sculpt, act, sing,
play sports, start a club - anything that will help
them stretch and grow and truly find the things
that they love.

Sure, we have amazing academics and brilliant
teachers who absolutely love what they do (and
they are a big part of our secret sauce). But wait
until you see the choices outside the classroom.

Harker is a welcoming,
supportive, fun and

close-knit community Athletics, performing arts, clubs, business and
of students, parents, entrepreneurship, debate ... the list goes on
faculty and alumni that and on. And when kids try something new and
shares a love of learning a passion is ignited, that is where the magic
and making the world a happens.

better place.

Since 1893 we have been doing what we love -
bringing out the very best in children - and we
welcome you to join our community!

ZZ HARKER.

The Harker School | San Jose, CA | K-12 College Prep | www.harker.org ﬁ @ m [ > ]
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MEADOW
Waldorf School

Transforming Education

GREEN

| . : "
: | /| / - \ " = |
\ 7 ety

We teach students to
think for themselves.

Waldorf students are creative, curious, confident,
well-rounded people who make a difference in the world.

307 Hungry Hollow Rd., Chestnut Ridge, NY 10977
www.gmws.org °* admissions@gmws.org °* 845.356.2514 x302
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PACKER

We educate students to ...

Think Deeply
Listen Actively
Speak Courageously
Act with Purpose and Heart

Learn more at www.packer.edu/admissions.

Informational Fair & Panel Discussion
LGBTQ+ Families Connect: The Independent School Experience
Wednesday, October 7, 2026, 6pm - 7:30pm
Brooklyn Heights Montessori School | RSVP: admissions@packer.edu

www.packer.edu/admissions Gay Parent Magazine September-October 2026 Issue #168 www.gayparentmag.com




The MONTESSORI Schools

’t‘iRON | so

- ‘ Fz

POWERFUL BEGINNINGS
START HERE

The Montessori Schools provide a nurturing space for your child to build their
first social bonds, develop emotional intelligence, and grow their academic
curiosity

Our engaging programs and community events put children on a path to
develop self-awareness and a healthy mindset necessary for lifelong success.

CURRENTLY ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS

FLATIRON CAMPUS
Ages 2 (by 12/31/26) - 6 yrs
(212) 633-0600

SOHO CAMPUS
Ages18 mo -6 yrs
(212) 226-3800

admissions@themontessori.org
www.themontessorischools.org
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K INnclusion
K excellence
K downtown

iIndependent schools

CITY AND COUNTRY SCHOOL
www.cityandcountry.org

212-242-7802

FRIENDS SEMINAR
www.friendsseminary.org
212-979-5030

GRACE CHURCH SCHOOL
www.gcschoolorg

212-4r5-5609

ST. LUKE’S SCHOOL
www.stiukeschoolorg
212-924-5960

VILLAGE COMMUNITY SCHOOL
www.vcsnyc.org
212-691-5116

www.cityandcountry.org www.friendsseminary.org
www.gcschool.org  www.stlukeschool.org  www.vcsnyc.org Gay Parent Magazine September-October 2026 Issue #168 www.gayparentmag.com g



Your
personal

1 journey,

¢ our simple
| process.

At Cryobio, we want to make the donor
sperm selection process as simple as

possible and ensure your comfort every
step of the way. Learn more about how
our process works at www.cryobio.com

C r y0 ‘ | O We're in the family business.
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e We provide a challenging academic curriculum.
¢ Give students the tools they need to learn and to succeed.

Apply today WWW. marymcdowell org




The family of Mark O’Looney and Eoin
Cannon were featured in our Janu-

ary-February 2025 issue #158.
Photo courtesy of Mark O’Looney

Jameel Mayers and his family were fea- |,
tured in our November-December 2025 is-
sue #163. Read their story on our website:
https://bit.ly/4psljicN

Photo courtesy of Jameel Mayers

3 ik S
d The family of Tariem Burroughs and
S Nick Wood were featured in our Jan-
uary-February 2026 issue #164.

Photo courtesy of Tariem Burroughs

Read available past issues posted on our social media. Follow our new Facebook page, Gay Parent Magazine-original,
Instagram, Threads, Tumblr, Bluesky, and X. Send us your family photos, comments, and requests to be featured. Email us
at gayparentmag @gmail.

BARKER

ADOPTION

FOUNDATION ig

OLDER CHILDREN
NEED FAMILY NOW

Learn more about Older Child
Adoption from Foster Care

Bank Street
School for Children

Preschool-Eighth Grade
Upper West Side

FRENCH-ENGLISH
Contact us today to discuss BILINGUAL
your adoption options IMMERSION  Preschool to
Gr 8 Learning with greater depth.
® 201-664-9664 ¢ il ) b # Teaching with greater impact.
301-664-9664 g i . :
B tlusane@barkerfoundation.org ECO L E £ Find OUF more at school.bankstrest_edu
@F} www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org BILINGUE =
de Berkeley %
www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org https://bit.ly/4f5t5Hf or www.eb.org https://school.bankstreet.edu/
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Because at Westtown, students are deeply known, challenged, and
encouraged to discover what matters to them. We are steadfast in our
commitment to developing intelligent, reflective, extraordinarily prepared,
and deeply ethical human beings with an expansive and inclusive worldview.

Come visit and experience a community where students explore their passions,
develop their purpose, and grow into the fullest version of themselves.

LOWER SCHOOL MIDDLE SCHOOL UPPER SCHOOL
Pre-K-Grade 5 Grades 6-8 Grades 9-12
October 21, 2026 October 22, 2026 October 24, 2026

(= o
@ WESTTOWN SCHOOL Scan the QR code to Ekg 'E

register for an Open

A Quaker Pre-K-12 Day School with House or request a M

Boarding Options in Grades 9-12 private tour.

www.westtown.edu
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At Burgundy, we believe
children learn best in an
inclusive, creative, and ;
nurturing environment that &g Progressive education

. = located in Alexandria, VA
engages the whole child. SCAN ME .
gag offering JK- 8" Grade

P2 Ysurcunpy

burgundyfarm.org | admissions@burgundyfarm.org | 703.960.3431

www.burgundyfarm.org

Tenacre Country Day School
Pre-K to Grade 6 * Wellesley

RESPECT - CURIOSITY - BELONGING - INTEGRITY - JOY

Please visit townschool.com/admissions

or contact us at admissions@townschool.com
for more information.

2750 Jackson Street + San Francisco, CA 94115

townschool.com - @towntigers

www.townschool.com
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Syt Montclair Cooperative School
2 EST.1963C§ Earlg Ages = 8th Gl"ade

the world needs
the co-op!
The world needs collaboration

The world needs extraordinary resilience
The world needs positive changemakers

GET IN TOUCH!

@montclair_coop
www.montclaircoop.org
65 Chestnut Street, Montclair, NJ

https://montclaircoop.org

BHOW YOU LEARN IS
% HOW YOU GROW

When your child learns differently, it can be a
challenge to find an educational home that's
right.

At Benchmark School, we welconie challenges.
We teach our students how to/recognize their

challenges and turn them into opportunities for
growth.

% BENCHMARK _ .
SC H OOL Serving grades 1-8. Schedule a visit today.

Media, PA benchmarkschool.org
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28th Annual Gay Parent Magazine Independent Schools Directory

Welcome to our 28th Annual Private Schools Directory where we highlight our advertising independent schools ranging from preschool to college. Most are
co-ed but a few schools are all girls or all boys. Most are day schools but also include boarding. Some schools indicated are for students with learning differ-

ences, teach language immersion, or are religious.

The schools are located in California, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Georgia, lllinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylva-
nia, Rhode Island, Virginia, and Washington. Contact information for each school is listed alphabetically by state. Links listed are for reference only, please click on the
link located below their display ads. Visit our web site at www.gayparentmag.com to read short descriptions of some of the schools.

CALIFORNIA

Alta Vista School

450 Somerset St.

San Francisco, CA 94134
415-467-3700

Middle School

2558 Mission St.

San Francisco, CA 94110
Junior K - 8th grade
www.altavistaschool.org
See ad on page 60

Bentley School

K - 8th grade Campus
1 Hiller Dr.

Oakland, CA 94618
510-843-2512

9-12th grade Campus

1000 Upper Happy Valley Rd.

Lafayette, CA 94549
925-283-2101
www.bentleyschool.org
See ad on page 37

Brentwood School
K- 6th grade

12001 Sunset Bivd.
310-471-1041

7th - 12th grade

100 S. Barrington PI.
310-476-9633

Los Angeles, CA 90049
www.bwscampus.com
See ad on page 34

The Carey School

One Carey School Lane
San Mateo, CA 94403
650-345-8205
www.careyschool.org
Preschool - 5th grade
See ad on page 38

Cathedral School for Boys
1275 Sacramento St.

San Francisco, CA 94108
415-771-6600
www.cathedralschool.net

K - 8th grade, boys school
See ad on page 48

The Center for

Early Education

563 N. Alfred st.

West Hollywood, CA 90048
323-651-0707
www.centerforearlyeducation.org
Toddler - 6th grade

See ad on page 44

The Country School
5243 Laurel Canyon Blvd.
Valley Village, CA 91607
818-769-2473
www.country-school.org
Pre-K - 8th grade

See ad on page 58

Crestview Preparatory School
140 Foothill Blvd.

La Canada, CA91011
818-952-0925

www.crestviewprep.org
K - 6th grade
See ad on page 21

Echo Horizon School
3430 McManus Ave.
Culver City, CA 90232
310-838-2442
www.echohorizon.org
Pre-K - 6th grade

See ad on page 25

Ecole Bilingue de Berkeley
Elementary Campus
1009 Heinz Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94710
510-549-3867

Middle School Campus
901 Grayson St.
Berkeley, CA 94710
510-549-2851
www.eb.org

Pre-K - 8th grade

See ad on page 12

Escuela Bilingue Internacional
PreK - 1st grade

410 Alcatraz Ave.
Oakland, CA 94609
510-653-3324

2nd - 8th grade

4550 San Pablo Ave.
Emeryville, CA 94608
510-652-7094
www.ebinternacional.org
See ad on page 64

The Harker School
500 Saratoga Ave.
San Jose, CA95129
408-249-2510
www.harker.org

K- 12th grade

See ad on page 5

Hollywood Schoolhouse
1233 N. McCadden PI.
Hollywood, CA 90038
323-465-1320
www.hshla.org

Preschool - 6th grade
See ad on page 42

International School

of Los Angeles

1105 W. Riverside Dr.
Burbank, CA 91506
818-994-2961
www.internationalschool.la
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 16

)

www.mpfs.org/rsvp

B

\ A
WWW.NORA-SCHOOL.ORG

Think differently. At The Nora
School, these are words we take
to heart. This small, college
preparatory high school, grades
l 9-12, works to bring out the

11 best in students with diverse

learning styles since 1964.

1964

-
SILVER SPRING., MD

A Caring Approach

to Egg Donation

WLQEQQ Donation

9440 Santa Monica Blivd., Suite 301
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
WWW.BHED.COM

OR CALL US AT (310)-279-5272

www.noraschool.org

www.bhed.com
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The International School Middle School
of San Francisco 960 Avis Dr.
Main Building El Cenito, CA 94530
150 Oak St. 510-809-9000
San Francisco, CA 94102 Www.prospectsierra.org
415-558-2000 K - 8th grade
Maternelle See ad on page 52
1155 Page St.
San Francisco, CA 94117 PS1 Pluralistic School One
415-231-5733 1225 Broadway
www.internationalsf.org Santa Monica, CA 90404
s £ed Pre-K - 12th grade 310-394-1313 x107
iy See ad on page 33 WWw.psone.org
v = K - 6th grade
Julia Morgan School See ad on page 23
CURIOSITY
5000 MacArthur Blvd. The Riviera Ridge School
bit.ly/bennettschoolchicago Oakland, CA 94613 2130 Mission Ridge Rd.
510-632-6000 Santa Barbara, CA 93103
www.juliamorganschool.org 805-569-1811
6th - 8th grade, girls school www.rivieraridge.org
inerand See ad on page 18 Junior K - 8th grade
ros Anosles See ad on page 48
yeée
International Lycée Francais
de San Francisco Sonoma Country
Ashbury Campus Day School
Preschool - 5th grade 4400 Day School PI.
755 Ashbury St. Santa Rosa, CA 95403
San Francisco, CA 94117 707-284-3200
Sausalito Campus www.scds.org
610 Coloma St. TK - 8th grade
Sausalito, CA 94965 See ad on page 48
Ortega Campus
g v ) ‘ \ N Middle + High School Sterne School
NNMS.ORG/ADMISSIONS [l = o b I R g6 Koay 5.
W NEAR NORTH speak & think globally ffsnggjng';gg CA9H122 ffgg;”g;fgf CAg4108
MONTESSORI @ internationalschool.la www.lelycee.org www.stemeschool.org
K- 12th grade 4th - 12th grade
See ad on page 54 See ad on page 59
Marin Montessori School Town School for Boys
5200 Paradise Dr. 2750 Jackson St.
Corte Madera, CA 94925 San Francisco, CA 94115
415-924-5388 415-921-3747
www.marinmontessori.org www.townschool.com
age 18 months - 9th grade K - 8th grade, boys school
See ad on page 51 See ad on page 13
= - a1 i B Millennium School Trinity School
888 Turk St. 2650 Sandhill Rd.
San Francisco, CA 94102 Menlo Park, CA 94025
M[(alSlt(e]rg .y 415-092-8520 650-854-0288
iy i www.millenniumschool.org www.trinity-mp.org
Discover The Masters School, ! 6th - 8th grade age 2 - 5th grade
an independent day, 5- and 7-day = See ad on page 38 See ad on page 62
boarding school for students in - ;
grades 5-12. We are just 30 minutes ‘ The Oaks School Valley Montessori School
from New York City in the beautiful . 6817 Franklin Ave. 1273 N. Livermore Ave.
Hudson Valley. eu Hollywood, CA 90028 Livermore, CA 94551
Al 323-850-4755 925-455-8021
Open House: Saturday, October 17 I www.oaksschool.org www.vmschool.org
Upper School: 9:00 a.m. i i TK - 6th grade age 18 months - 8th grade
Middle School: 1:00 p.m. Ui See ad on page 56 See ad on page 32
bit. lv/\l'ISItM A Presidio Knolls School West Hollywood
250 10th St. Children’s Academy
San Francisco, CA 94103 1030 N Vista St.
415-202-0770 West Hollywood, CA 90046
www.presidioknolls.org 310-748-1656
Preschool - 8th grade, Mandarin www.wehochildrensacademy.
immersion school. com
See ad on page 29 Toddler-Preschool-TK
See ad on page 51
él ! Prospect Sierra
- - - ' # Elememtary [
— ' s N 2060 Tapscott Ave. m
bit.ly/visitMasters or https://www.mastersny.org/admission/admission-events | Cerito, CA 94530
16 www.gayparentmag.com Gay Parent Magazine September-October 2026 Issue #168 510-809-9086 continued on page 18


https://bennettday.org/discoverbennettdayschool/?utm_source=gay_parent&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=gay_parent_mag_2022
https://www.mastersny.org/admission/admission-events

THE DALTON SCHOOL

Over 100 years of fostering a deep sense of belonging in each student
DALTON.ORG/APPLY

www.dalton.org

Skill-centered. Student-focused. Future-ready.

: X ) e

Discover a Model that Works

At Winston Prep, we build an education around your child — their strengths,
their challenges, and their potential. Our nationally recognized learning model helps
students with ADHD, dyslexia, and NVLD become confident, independent learners.

~Winston Preparatory School

SCAN THE QR TO LEARN MORE

www.winstonprep.edu Gay Parent Magazine September-October 2026 Issue #168 www.gayparentmag.com {7




Schools continued from page 16

Westridge School

324 Madeline Dr.
Pasadena, CA91105
626-799-1053 x256
www.westridge.org

4th - 8th grade, girls school
See ad on page 57

The Willows
Community School
8509 Higuera St.
Culver City, CA 90232
310-815-0411
www.thewillows.org
DK - 8th grade

See ad on page 61

Winston Preparatory School
Marin County:

1 Saint Vincent Dr.

San Rafael, CA 94903
415-993-5533

Transitions SF:

360 9th Ave.

San Francisco, CA 94118

415-766-2395
www.winstonprep.edu

4th - 12th grade, for students
with learning differences
See ad on page 17

CONNECTICUT

Winston Preparatory School
57 West Rocks Rd.

Norwalk, CT 06851
203-229-0465
www.winstonprep.edu

4th - 12th grade, for students
with learning differences

See ad on page 17

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Aidan Montessori School
2700 27th St. NW
Washington DC 20008
202-387-2700
www.aidanschool.org

age 18 months - 6th grade
See ad on page 31

Beauvoir, the National
Cathedral Elementary School
3500 Woodley Rd. NW
Washington DC 20016
202-537-6493
www.beauvoirschool.org
Pre-K - 3rd grade

See ad on page 50
ThelabSchool 4B
of Washington

4759 Reservoir Rd. NW
Washington DC 20007
202-965-6600
www.labschool.org

1st - 12th grade, for

students with dyslexia and

other language based learning
differences.

See ad on page 43

National Presbyterian School
4121 Nebraska Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20016
202-537-7500

www.nps-dc.org

age 3 - 6th grade
See ad on page 29

St. Albans School

Mount St. Alban

Washington DC 20016
202-537-6435
www.stalbansschool.org

4th - 12th grade, boys school
See ad on page 48

St. John’s Preschool
3240 O Street NW
Washington DC 20007
202-338-2574
www.stjohnsdc.org
ages 2.5-5yrs.

See ad on page 56

St. Patrick’s Episcopal

Day School

Whitehaven Campus

4700 Whitehaven Parkway NW
Washington DC 20007
202-342-2805

MacArthur Campus

4590 MacArthur Blvd. NW
Washington DC 20007
202-650-5324
www.stpatsdc.org

PK3 - 8th grade

See ad on page 38

GEORGIA

Brilliant and Kind Montessori
1954 Airport Rd.

Atlanta, GA 30341
844-740-4500
www.brilliantandkind.com

ages 5-12yrs.

See ad on page 36

The Paideia School

1509 S. Ponce de Leon Ave.
Atlanta, GA 30307
404-377-3491
www.paideiaschool.org

age 3 - 12th grade

See ad on page 60

ILLINOIS

Akiba-Schechter Jewish
Day School

5235 S. Comell Ave.
Chicago, IL 60615
773-493-8880
www.akibaschechter.org
Early childhood - 8th grade
See ad on page 56

The Ancona School
4770 S. Dorchester Ave.
Chicago, IL 60615
773-924-2356
www.anconaschool.org
Primary - 8th grade

See ad on page 61

Baker Demonstration School
201 Sheridan Rd.

Wilmette, IL 60091
847-425-5800
www.bakerdemschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade

See ad on page 54

Belief in self
begins at 13, not 30.

EIJULIAIRD

Apply for Fall 2027
Grades 6 - 8 ¢ Oakland, CA

juliamorganschool.org

MORGAD

SCHOOL-FOR-GIRLS]

www.juliamorganschool.org

FRENCH-AMERICAN SCHOOL OF NEW YORK
INTERNATIONAL AND BILINGUAL SCHOOL

Bilingual Program Nursery to Grade 12
International Program Grades 1-12
IB Diploma Program in Grades 11 & 12
Language Institute for Adults & Children

914.250.0401
www.fasny.org

Knowledge
of French
Required

) www.fasny.org
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Chicago Waldorf School Lake Forest Country MARYLAND age 12 months - 8th grade
Beacon Academy 5200 N. Ashland Ave. Day School See ad on page 51 German International School
1574 Sherman Ave. Chicago, IL 60640 145 S. Green Bay Rd. The GreenMount School Boston
Evanston, IL 60201 773-465-2662 Lake Forest, IL 60045 501 W. 30th St. Brookwood School Upper Campus
224-999-1177 www.chicagowaldorf.org 847-234-2350 Baltimore, MD 21211 One Brookwood Rd. 57 Holton St.
www.beaconacademy.org Pre-K - 12th grade www.lfcds.org 410-235-6295 Manchester, MA 01944 Boston, MA 02134
9th - 12th grade See ad on page 53 Pre-K - 8th grade www.greenmountschool.org 978-526-4500 617-783-2600
See ad on page 30 See ad on page 24 K - 8th grade www.brookwood.edu Lower Campus

The Children’s School See ad on page 41 age 3 - 8th grade 387 Western Ave.
Bennett Day School 820 Ontario St. Lycée Francais See ad on page 31 Boston, MA 02135
955 W. Grand Ave. Oak Park, IL 60302 de Chicago The Nora School 617-779-7393
Chicago, IL 60642 708-484-8033 1929 W. Wilson Ave. 955 Sligo Ave. Charles River School www.gisbos.org
312-236-6388 www.thechildrensschool.info Chicago, IL 60640 Silver Spring, MD 20910 6 Old Meadow Rd. Preschool - 12th grade
www.bennettday.org K- 8th grade 773-665-0066 301-495-6672 Dover, MA 02030 See ad on page 35
Pre-K - 12th grade See ad on page 57 www.lfc.world www.noraschool.org 508-785-0068
See ad on page 16 Pre-K - 12th grade 9th -12th grade www.charlesriverschool.org Milton Academy

Francis W. Parker School See ad on page 21 See ad on page 15 Pre-K - 8th grade 170 Centre St.
Chiaravalle Montessoril 330 West Webster Ave. See ad on page 51 Milton, MA 02186
425 Dempster St. Chicago, IL 60614 Near North Montessori School | MASSACHUSETTS 617-898-1798
Evanston, IL 60201 773-797-5107 1434 West Division St. Derby Academy www.milton.edu
847-864-2190 www.fwparker.org Chicago, IL 60642 Bay Farm Montessori 56 Burditt Ave. K- 12th grade
www.chiaravalle.org Junior K - 12th grade 773-269-6230 Academy Hingham, MA 02043 See ad on page 36
age 16 months - 8th grade See ad on page 61 WWW.nnms.org 145 Loring St. 781-749-0746
See ad on page 51 age 6 months - 8th grade Duxbury, MA 02332 www.derbyacademy.org

See ad on page 16 781-934-7101 Pre-K - 8th grade
www.bfarm.org See ad on page 52

Now Enrolling: wellan.org

Wellan

WELLAN WELCOMES YOU

NIRRT IRPRIRER RPRARSRS PRINS

www.wellan.org

SETREs  Let’'s Make
A Baby

Everyone deserves

the chance to have the
family they long for.

REPRODUCTIVE
SCIENCE CENTER

—— OF NEW JERSEY —

T
FertilityNJ.com

www.fertilitynj.com
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Summit Montessori School NEW JERSEY 973-783-4955 4th - 12th grade, for students Barrow Street Nursery School Brooklyn Heights
283 Pleasant St. www.montclaircoop.org with learning differences 27 Barrow St. Synagogue Preschool
Framingham, MA 01701 The Craig School Preschool - 8th grade See ad on page 17 - New York, NY 10014 131 Remsen St.
508-872-3630 Lower/Middle School See ad on page 14 212-242-4140 Brooklyn, NY 11201
www.summitmontessori.org 10 Tower Hill Rd. NEW YORK www.barrowstregtnursery- 718-522-2070 x131
ages 18 months - 12 yrs. Mountain Lakes, NJ 07046 Moorestown Friends School school.org www.bhsbrooklyn.org
See ad on page 51 High School 110 E. Main St. The Allen-Stevenson School ages 19 months - 5 yrs. ages2-5yrs.

25 Changebridge Rd. Moorestown, NJ 08057 132 E. 78th St. See ad on page 35 See ad on page 26
Tenacre Country Montville, NJ 07045 856-914-4426 New York, NY 10075
Day School 973-334-1234 www.mfriends.org 212-288-6710 Beansprouts Nursery School The Cathedral School
78 Benvenue St. www.craigschool.org age 3 - 12th grade www.allen-stevenson.org 453 6th Ave. of St. John the Divine
Wellesley, MA 02482 2nd - 12th grade, for students See ad on page 47 K - 8th grade, boys school Brooklyn, NY 11215 1047 Amsterdam Ave.
781-235-2282 who learn differently. See ad on page 61 718-965-8573 New York, NY 10025
www.tenacrecds.org See ad on page 45 Tessa International School www.beansproutsnurseryschool. | 212-316-7500
Pre-K - 6th grade 720 Monroe St. Bank Street School com www.cathedralnyc.org
See ad on page 13 The Elisabeth Morrow School Hoboken, NJ 07030 for Children ages 16 months - 4 yrs. K - 8th grade

435 Lydecker St. 201-755-5585 610 W. 112th St. See ad on page 56 See ad on page 49
Wellan Montessori School Englewood, NJ 07631 www.tessais.org New York, NY 10025
80 Crescent Ave. 201-568-5566 Elementary & Early Childhood 212-875-4433 Blue Rock School Central Park
Newton Centre, MA 02459 www.elisabethmorrow.org - Pre-K 2 - 5th grade, Spanish, school.bankstreet.edu 110 Demarest Mill Rd. Montessori School
617-969-4488 age 2 - 8th grade French, and Mandarin bilingual Nursery - 8th grade West Nyack, NY 10994 1W. 91st St.
www.wellan.org See ad on page 37 school. See ad on page 12 845-535-3353 New York, NY 10024
Toddler - 8th grade See ad on page 55 www.bluerockschool.org 212-595-2000
See ad on page 19 The Hudson School Simon’s Rock at Bard College | K- 8th grade Www.twinparks.org

601 Park Ave. Westfield Friends School https://simons-rock.edu/ See ad on page 66 ages 3 months - 5 yrs.
MICHIGAN Hoboken, NJ 07030 2201 Riverton Rd. Bard Academy See ad on page 22

422 Willow Ave. Cinnaminson, NJ 08077 https://simons-rock.edu/ The Brick Church School
Ann Arbor Academy Hoboken, NJ 07030 856-829-0895 bard-academy/ 62 E. 92nd St. The Chapin School
1153 Oak Valley Dr. 201-659-8335 www.westfieldfriends.org 30 Seminary Dr. New York, NY 10128 100 East End Ave.
Ann Arbor, MI 48108 www.thehudsonschool.org Preschool 2 - 8th grade Barrytown, NY 12507 212-289-5683 New York, NY 10028
734-747-6641 Pre-K - 12th grade See ad on page 34 845-752-5600 www.brickchurchschool.org 212-744-2335
www.annarboracademy.org See ad on page 57 residential college for 11th or ages 2-6yrs. www.chapin.edu
K - 13th grade, for students Winston Preparatory School 12th graders See ad on page 23 K - 12th grade, girls school
with leaming differences and Montclair Cooperative School 901 Route 10 East See ad on page 26 See ad on page 52
disabilities. 65 Chestnut St. Whippany, NJ 07981
See ad on page 44 Montclair, NJ 07044 973-500-6480 continued on page 22

ST. THOMAS SCHOOL

MEDINA, WASHINGTON

-

\?ﬁéugg

SCHOUL

the

-

&
S
Al

The Granite YMCA

OVERNIGHT CAMPS

€23 YOUR VISION,
@ OUR MISSION

YMCACAMP FOSS

At The Valley School: strafford, NH

+ Learning is hands-on
+ Relationships are strong
« Childhood is honored
St. Thomas School is committed to
maintaining a connected and inclusive
community where all families are
celebrated, and every child is
loved, supported, and inspired.

CAMP M)_TE.
Alton, Nl!l ES

Students build skills, speak up

for themselves and others,

ain

The summer of a lifetime awaits!
Scan the QR code to learn more.

Financial assistance is available.

and move on to middle school

prepared and proud.

Age 3-Grade 5
PRESCHOOL - BTH GRADE in Seattle’s Madison Valley

VISIT US AT STTHOMASSCHOOL.ORG

www.GraniteYMCA.org/camps

www.stthomasschool.org www.graniteymca.org/camps

www.thevalleyschool.org
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A Window to the World

International Programs for ages 1-5
Preschools 345 East 86th Street - ipsnyc.org

ﬁACreeanew We believe

www.crestviewprep.org

Start their journey @@ Chicago’s French
into the world. International School
Pre-K to Grade 12 www.LFC.world

. \— . '_’ ‘ l
Cs . |
' | ‘pﬁ
-

B C ONGR ES SIONAL h“"”lmllllllllllll\ SCH O OL ‘
EXPLORERS WANTED.

Join us for an Open House

Thursday, October 8, at 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, November 18, at 9:00 a.m.
or Visit Our Website to Schedule a Tour

www.lfc.world

-&-‘

Preschool - Grade 8 Co-ed, Independent School in Falls Church, VA Contact us about our Infant and Toddler Program

www.congressionalschool.org
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Schools continued from page 20

City and Country School
146 W. 13th St.

New York, NY 10011
212-242-7802
www.cityandcountry.org
age 2 - 8th grade

See ad on page 9 & 43

Corlears School

324 W. 15th St.

New York, NY 10011
212-741-2800
www.corlearsschool.org
Toddler-Nursery-PreK
See ad on page 32

The Dalton School
K- 3rd grade

53 E. 91st St.

New York, NY 10128
4th - Dalton E. & PE Center
200 E. 87th St.

New York, NY 10128
4th - 12th grade

108 E. 89th St.

New York, NY 10128
212-423-5200
www.dalton.org

See ad on page 17

The Ecole

Elementary & Middle School
Building

115 E. 22nd St.

New York, NY 10010

Maternelle Building
206 Fifth Ave.

New York, NY 10010
646-410-2238
www.theecole.org
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 3

The First Presbyterian Church
Nursery School

12W. 12th St.

New York, NY 10011
212-691-3432

www.fpens.org

ages2-5.3yrs.

See ad on page 23

French-American School
of New York

Pre & Lower School

111 Larchmont Ave.
Larchmont, NY 10538
Middle School

145 New St.
Mamaroneck, NY 10543
High School

320 East Boston Post Rd.
Mamaroneck, NY 10543
914-240-0401
www.fasny.org

Nursery - 12th grade

See ad on page 18

Infant - toddler early childhood

3 locations on the Upper West Side

Twin Parks

MONTESSORI sSCHOOLS  twinparks.org [&]

Friends Seminary

222 E. 16th St.

New York, NY 10003
212-979-5030
www.friendsseminary.org
K- 12th grade

See ad on page 9

Garden School

33-16 79th St.

Jackson Heights, NY 11372
718-335-6363
www.gardenschool.org
Nursery - 12th grade

See ad on page 45

Grace Church School
86 Fourth Ave.

New York, NY 10003
212-475-5609
www.geschool.org

JK - 8th grade

See ad on page 9

Green Meadow Waldorf School
307 Hungry Hollow Rd.

Chestnut Ridge, NY 10977
845-356-2514

WWW.gmws.org

Nursery - 12th grade

See ad on page 6

the
excellence
ofa
Montessori

o

www.twinparks.org
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The Hewitt School

45, 75th St.

New York, NY 10021
212-288-1919
www.hewittschool.org

K- 12th grade, girls school
See ad on page 55

The International
Preschools

345 E. 86th St.

New York, NY 10028
212-371-8604
Wwww.ipsnyc.org
ages2-5yrs.

See ad on page 21

The Kew-Forest School
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-268-4667
www.kewforest.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 4

The Madison Avenue
Presbyterian Church
Day School

921 Madison Ave.
New York, NY 10021
212-288-9638
www.mapcds.org
ages 4 months - 5 yrs.
See ad on page 32

Mary McDowell

Friends School

Elementary School

20 Bergen St.

Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-625-3939

Middle School

133-135 Summit St.

Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-625-3939

Upper School

23 Sidney P,

Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-855-0141
www.marymedowell.org

K - 12th grade, school for stu-
dents with learning challenges.
See ad on page 11

The Masters School
49 Clinton Ave.

Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522
914-479-6420
www.mastersny.org

5th - 12th grade, day and board-

ing school.
See ad on page 16

Montclare Children’s School
747 Amsterdam Ave.

New York, NY 10025
212-865-4020
www.montclareschool.org
ages2-5yrs.

See ad on page 33

The Montessori Schools
Flatiron & Soho

Flatiron Campus

5W.22nd St.

New York, NY 10010
212-633-0600

SoHo Campus

75 Sullivan St.

New York, NY 10012
212-226-3800
www.themontessorischools.org
ages 2 yrs. - 6 yrs. Flatiron
ages 18 months - 6 yrs. SoHo
See ad on page 8

Packer Collegiate Institute
170 Joralemon St.

Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-250-0200
www.packer.edu

Pre-K - 12th grade

See ad on page 7

Park West
Montessori School
435 Central Park West
New York, NY 10025
www.twinparks.org
ages 3 months - 5 yrs.
See ad on page 22

continued on page 24

Year ‘round Farmstays
Fun for the whole family!

'ﬁle Inn af Easﬂt Hil
east-hill-farm.com

603-242-6495
Troy, N.H.

1 Farm

www.east-hill-farm.com
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A non-sectarian program
welcoming all children since 1952

Dedicated to children’s growth and learning
Experienced, nurturing teachers
Children ages 2.0-5.3

Specialists for Music, Movement, Studio,
Gardening, & our Healthy Snack Program

Large, airy classrooms, rooftop playground
& an indoor play space

The First Presbyterian Church Nursery School
12 West 121" Street, New York, NY 10011
212.691.3432 | www.fpcns.org

www.fpcns.org

THE IR

iBirick

CHURCH SCHOOL

Guiding children to become happy, self-
confident community members, filled with
curiosity and joy in learning.

62 East 92nd Street
New York, NY 10128
212-289-5683
www.brickchurchschool.org

\r
THE LITTLE SCHOOL =%

Cultivating curiosity, creativity and joy

“ schedule
. 4 a ftour
" == today!

* 12.5-acre campus for creativity,
investigation and discovery

* Blended indoor/outdoor learning

 Small student-to-teacher ratio

* Preschool through 5th grade in
Bellevue, WA

admissions@thelittleschool.org
thelittleschool.org/admissions

www.thelittleschool.org/admissions

Where joyful
learning, diverse
perspectives, and a
vibrant community
shape confident,

2 Visit
curious learners.

WWW.psone.org
to schedule
your visit!

1225 Broadway, Santa Monica CA 90404
wWwWw.psone.org

www.brickchurchschool.org

www.psone.org
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Schools continued from page 22

The Play Group Theater

One North Broadway

White Plains, NY 10601
914-946-4433
www.playgroup.org

age 4 - teen, theatre for children
and teens

See ad on page 29

Plymouth Church School

75 Hicks St.

Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-624-9385
www.plymouthchurchschool.org
ages2-5yrs.

See ad on page 29

Poly Prep

Lower School

Park Slope Campus
50 Prospect Park West
Brooklyn, NY 11215
718-768-1103
Middle/Upper Schools
Dyker Heights Campus

Bertschi
Stelglele]

I

1 Poly Prep Dr.
Brooklyn, NY 11228
718-836-9800
www.polyprep.org
Nursery - 12th grade
See ad on page 30

Professional Children’s
School

132 W. 60th St.

New York, NY 10023
212-582-3115

WWW.PCS-nyc.org

4th - 12th grade, geared toward
working and aspiring child actors
and dancers.

See ad on page 46

Pusteblume International
Preschool

244 W. 14th St.

New York, NY 10011
212-206-1137
www.pusteblumenyc.org
ages2-5yrs.

See ad on page 34

Riverside Montessori School
202 Riverside Dr.

New York, NY 10025
212-665-1600
www.twinparks.org

ages 3 months - 5 yrs.

See ad on page 22

Rye Country Day School
Cedar St.

Rye, NY 10580
914-925-4513
www.ryecountryday.org
Pre-K - 12th grade

See ad on page 16

Saint Ann’s School
129 Pierrepont St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-522-1660
www.saintannsny.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 65

The Speyer Legacy School
925 Ninth Ave.

New York, NY 10019
212-581-4000
www.speyerschool.org

K - 8th grade, for gifted learners
See ad on page 42

St. Hilda’s & St. Hugh's School
619 W. 114th St.

New York, NY 10025
212-932-1980

www.sthildas.org

Nursery - 8th grade

See ad on page 52

St. Luke’s School
487 Hudson St.

New York, NY 10014
212-924-5960
www.stlukeschool.org
JK - 8th grade

See ad on page 9

Village Community School
272 W. 10th St.

New York, NY 10014
212-691-5146
WWW.vesnyc.org

K - 8th grade

See ad on page 9 & 30

The Washington
Market School

55 Hudson St.

New York,NY 10013
212-233-2176

134 Duane St.

New York, NY 10013
212-406-7271
www.washingtonmarketschool.
org

ages2-5yrs.

See ad on page 53

B

An independent school in Seattle’s

North Capitol Hill neighborhood

Pre-K through Grade 5

LAKE FOREST
COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL

145 S. Green Bay Road, Lake Forest, IL 60045
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206-324-5476 - www.bertschi.org - admit@bertschi.org

The Willamsburg
Neighborhood Nursery School
54 South Second St.

Brooklyn, NY 11249
718-782-4181

WWW.WNns.org

ages2-4yrs.

See ad on page 44

Winston Preparatory School
126 W. 17th St.
New York, NY 10011
212-496-8400
Transitions:
240 Madison Ave.
New York, NY 10016
646-869-4600
Long Island:
30 Deforest Rd.
Dix Hills, NY 11746
631-779-2400
www.winstonprep.edu
4th - 12th grade, for students
with learning differences
See ad on page 17

continued on page 27

www.bertschi.org

| 847.615.6151 | www.lfcds.org/admission

www.lfcds.org/admission




JOIN US FOR OUR

ADMISSIONS EVENTS

Experience joyful, engaged learning at Echo Horizon. Scan the
QR code or visit us online to learn more and register for an
upcoming admissions event.

Open House

Prospective Parent Night

@ echohorizon.org

admissions@echohorizon.org
3108382442

9 3430 McManus Avenue ® Culver City, CA 90232

www.echohorizon.org

Love.

The only passion you need to start a family.

We believe that there is no greater joy than that of
parenthood. We're Hawaii’s first IVF program, with
over 9,000 babies delivered. Our program strives
to achieve healthy pregnancies while providing the
highest quality of care. For more information,
contact our office or visit our website for a schedule
of our free monthly Zoom seminars.

PACIFIC 9N VITRO

Fertilization Institute
Where life begins.

Thomas S. Kosasa, M.D. Celia E. Dominguez, M.D. Thomas Huang, Ph.D.

Kapi‘olani Medical Center, 1319 Punahou St., Ste. 980, Honolulu, HI
808-946-2226, Toll Free: 866-944-0440
www.pacificinvitro.com . e-mail: info@pacificinvitro.com ﬁ @

.pacificinvitro.
Wiww-pacinicinvitro.com Gay Parent Magazine September-October 2026 Issue #168 www.gayparentmag.com 25



Apply for
Spring 2027!

With 60 years of innovative education
experience and multiple entry points for all
high school aged students, the curriculum
culminates in a B.A. degree from Bard
College, completed sooner than the
traditional college degree timeline. Day and
boarding options available. Barrytown, NY.

SIMON'S ROCK
at Bard College

Learn more simons-rock.edu
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Apply to the preschool for
the 2027-2028 school year

Find out more about how we
nurture children and their families
in this progressive preschool setting

O 718 522-2070 x 168
e karen.epstein@bhsbrooklyn.org
bhsbrooklyn.org/preschool

www.bhsbrooklyn.org/preschool

https://simons-rock.edu/




Schools continued from page 24 The Haverford School Westtown School RHODE ISLAND 3433 Rose Lane

PENNSYLVANIA Delaware Valley 450 Lancaster Ave. 975 Westtown Rd. Falls Church, VA 22042
Friends School Haverford, PA 19041 West Chester, PA 19382 Gordon School 703-992-0255

The Baldwin School 19 E. Central Ave. 610-642-3020 610-399-0123 45 Maxfield Ave. Sleepy Hollow Campus

701 Montgomery Ave. Paoli, PA 19301 www.haverford.org www.westtown.edu East Providence, RI 02914 3435 Sleepy Hollow Rd.

Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 610-640-4150 Pre-K - 12th grade, boys school Pre-K - 12th grade 401-434-3833 Falls Church, VA 22042

610-525-2700 www.dvfriends.org See ad on page 39 See ad on page 13 www.gordonschool.org 571-294-4769

www.baldwinschool.org 1st- 12th grade Nursery - 8th grade WWW.MSNV.org

Pre-K - 12th grade, girls school See ad on page 28 Media-Providence School William Penn Charter School See ad on page 37 ages 2-12yrs.

See ad on page 41 125W. 3rd St. 3000 West School House Lane See ad on page 41
Friends’ Central School Media, PA 19063 Philadelphia, PA 19144 VIRGINIA

Benchmark School 1101 City Ave. 610-565-1960 215-844-3460 St. Stephen’s and

2107 N. Providence Rd. Wynnewood, PA 19096 www.mpfs.org www.penncharter.com Burgundy Farm Country St. Agnes School

Media, PA 19063 610-649-7440 age 3 - 8th grade Pre-K - 12th grade Day School Lower School

610-565-3741 www.friendscentral.org See ad on page 15 See ad on page 36 3700 Burgundy Rd. 400 Fontaine St.

www.benchmarkschool.org Pre-K - 12th grade Alexandria, VA 22303 Alexandria, VA 22302

1st - 8th grade, for students with See ad on page 11 Plymouth Meeting Wolf Performing 703-329-6968 Middle School

leaming differences Friends School Arts Center www.burgundyfarm.org 4401 W. Braddock Rd.

See ad on page 14 Germantown Academy 2150 Butler Pike 1240 Montrose Ave. JK - 8th grade Alexandria, VA 22304
340 Morris Rd. Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462 Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 See ad on page 13 Upper School

Buckingham Friends School Fort Washington, PA 19034 610-828-2288 610-642-0233 1000 St. Stephen’s Rd.

5684 York Rd. 267-405-7070 www.pmfs1780.0rg www.wolfperformingartscenter. Congressional School Alexandria, VA 22304

PO Box 159 www.germantownacademy.net age 3 - 6th grade org 3229 Sleepy Hollow Rd. 703-212-2705

Lahaska, PA 18931 Pre-K - 12th grade See ad on page 64 Rising K - 12th grade, after- Falls Church, VA 22042 WWW.S55aS.0rg

215-794-7491 See ad on page 47 school programs and summer 703-533-1064 age 3- 12th grade

www.bfs.org River Valley camp. www.congressionalschool.org See ad on page 27

K - 8ih grade Greene Towne Waldorf School See ad on page 57 Preschool - 8th grade

See ad on page 59 Montessori School 1395 Bridgeton Hill Rd. See ad on page 21 Tandem Friends School
55N. 22nd St. Upper Black Eddy, PA 18972 279 Tandem Lane

The Crefeld School Philadelphia, PA 19103 610-982-5606 Montessori School Charlottesville, VA 22902

8836 Crefeld St. 215-563-6368 www.rivervalleyschool.org of Northern Virginia 434-951-9314

Philadelphia, PA 19119 https://gtms.org/ Pre-K - 8th grade Hillbrook Campus www.tandemfs.org

215-242-5545 age 18 months - 3rd grade See ad on page 45 6820 Pacific Lane 5th - 12th grade

www.crefeld.org See ad on page 63 Annandale, VA 22003 See ad on page 40

7th - 12th grade 703-256-9577

See ad on page 64 Valleybrook Campus

St. Stephen’s #
St.Agnes School

Pursuing Goodness as well as Knowledge

e

SOUNDVIEW SCHOOL

AN INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE
WORLD SCHOOL

Ethical, Rigorous, Compassionate
LY < M T l‘v v

A caring and inclusive community

Learn and explore and dream big.

Be honored for who you are and
who you will become.

Prepare for the academic challenges of college =
and the world beyond. 2
and belonging
Become Ready.

Now accepting applications, apply today!

WWW.SSSAS.ORG/ADMISSION y
www.soundview.org | (425) 778-8572

AGE 3-GRADE 5: 703-212-2705 | GRADES 6-12: 703-212-2706
Alexandria, VA Age 3-Grade 12 Coed Episcopal

www.sssas.org/admission www.soundview.org
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WASHINGTON

Bellevue Montessori School
2411 112th Ave. NE

Bellevue, WA 98004
425-454-7439
www.bellmontessori.com
ages 18 months - 12 yrs.

See ad on page 46

Bertschi School
227 10th Ave. E
Seattle, WA 98102
206-324-5476
www.bertschi.org
Pre-K - 5th grade
See ad on page 24

The Bush School
3400 E. Harrison St.
Seattle, WA 98112
206-322-7978
www.bush.edu

K - 12th grade

See ad on page 63

The Evergreen School
15201 Meridian Ave. N
Shoreline, WA 98133
206-364-2650
www.evergreenschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 58

Jewish Day School
15749 NE 4th St.
Bellevue, WA 98008
425-460-0200
https://jds.org/
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 39

The Kineo School
7525 132nd Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98033
425-394-9378
www.kineoschool.org
K - 5th grade

See ad on page 46

The Little School
2812 116th Ave. NE
Bellevue, WA 98004
425-827-8708
www.thelittleschool.org
Preschool - 5th grade
See ad on page 23

Morningside Academy

1605 17th Ave.

Seattle, WA 98122

206-709-9500
www.morningsideacademy.org

1st - 9th grade, for bright elementary
and middle school students—including
those with learning disabilities or ADD/
ADHD—who have fallen behind or are
not reaching their full potential.

See ad on page 46

—~x

V\/héti\lla S
- Your chndm A
“Remarkable?g

DVFriends

GRADES 1-12
Find out more at dvfriends.org

New Discovery School
7219 Roosevelt Way NE
Seattle, WA 98115
206-447-2377
www.newdiscoveryschool.org
ages 3-5yrs.

See ad on page 38

Seattle Waldorf School
Administration Office

& Meadowbrook Campus
2728 NE 100th St.
Seattle, WA 98125
Kinderhaus Campus
4919 Woodlawn Ave. N
Seattle, WA 98103
206-524-5320
www.seattlewaldorf.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 28

Soundview School
6515 196th St. SW
Lynnwood, WA 98036
425-778-8572
www.soundview.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 27

www.dvfriends.org
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Spruce Street School

914 Virginia St.

Seattle, WA 98101
206-621-9211
www.sprucestreetschool.org
K - 5th grade

See ad on page 38

St. Thomas School
8300 NE 12th St.
Medina, WA 98039
425-454-5880
www.stthomasschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 20

Tilden School

4105 California Ave. SW
Seattle, WA 98116
206-938-4628
www.tildenschool.org

K - 5th grade

See ad on page 37

University Child
Development School
5062 9th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105
206-547-8237
www.ucds.org

See ad on page 34

Infant-Toddler Education - 5th grade

The Valley School

318 30th Ave. E

Seattle, WA 98112
206-328-4475
www.thevalleyschool.org
Pre-K - 5th grade

See ad on page 20

Villa Academy
5001 NE 50th St.
Seattle, WA 98105
206-527-9388
www.thevilla.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See on page 40

Westside School
10404 34th Ave. SW
Seattle, WA 98146
206-932-2511
www.westsideschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See on page 65

v

Join Us for an On Campus Event!

¢ Oct3@9:30a.m.

* Nov7@ 10:00 a.m.

« Dec3 @ 6:00 p.m.
+ Feb6@9:30a.m.

Early Childhood Play Date
All School Open House

Middle School Info Night
Early Childhood Play Date

Experience our classrooms on weekly tours!

( i:fATTLIE)ORF
AL
L‘Q SCHOOL

Preschool - Grade 8

www.seattlewaldorf.org/admissions/visitsws



(x x* x] NATIONAL

Every "Stageof Life

o 5/ e r~

& \-“,g/\r - 82 -

Fbll Theatre Prog rarﬁs

Our Mission

At National Presbyterian School
we focus on the foundational decade of childhood
to launch lives of purpose and compassion.

Pre-K3-Grade6 | www.nps-dc.org
4121 Nebraska Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20016

www.nps-dc.org www.playgroup.org

@)ﬂw?«i@ SCHOOL
Plymouth Church School is a Educatlng
special place where children, Global Thinkers

ages 2-5, are encouraged to

explore and ask questions about & Doers

the world around them.

Mandarin Immersion

Applications for 2027-2028 Preschool to
available here: 8th Grade

Our mission to nurture young
hearts and minds supports our
students’ confidence to explore,
create, and take action in the
world as they develop their
Global Competence through
English and Mandarin.

Information sessions in the fall.
Applications for 2027-2028
due in January.

Join us for an Open House
October 24th, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM.
Everyone is welcome.

www.presidioknolls.org

@* PLYMOUTHCHURCHSCHOOL.ORG
" 75 HICKS STREET | BROOKLYN HEIGHTS
E)II_D{RIX}I SLE!JI(:([;lL ENTER ON ORANGE STREET THROUGH BEECHER GARDEN

www.plymouthchurchschool.org https://bit.ly/4foGeKu or www.presidioknolls.org
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=
/B
BEACON

Preparing smart, curious, and creative
students for all aspects of college -

from challenging academics to
CONFIDENCE | COMMUNITY | CREATIVITY newfound freedom.

VCS inspires PreK-8 students during the most
important years of their education.

For more information, please visit our website at
www.vcshyc.org or contact vesadmissions@vcs-nyc.org.

WWW.vCsnyc.org https://beaconacademyil.org/

=\

ivReal Estate

TO THE WORLD'S FINEST LGBTQ+
REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

A lifetime of learning and
growing begins here.

APPLY TODAY VIA RAVENNA!

NWW.GAYREALESTATE.COM

www.polyprep.org/admissions www.gayrealestate.com
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ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

The Importance of Being Informed Throughout the Surrogacy Process

For many intended parents, surrogacy is one of the most sig-
nificant journeys of their lives. While the ultimate goal is wel-
coming a child, the process itself involves numerous medical, legal,
emotional, and logistical steps. Being informed at every stage is essen-
tial, not only for peace of mind but also for making confident decisions
along the way.

At Miracle Surrogacy, the largest and longest-established full-ser-
vice surrogacy agency in Mexico, we believe that education and trans-
parency are just as important as medical care. Our role is not simply
to coordinate a surrogacy journey, but to guide intended parents from
their very first inquiry all the way through bringing their baby home.

As interest in surrogacy in Mexico continues to grow, intended
parents are increasingly seeking experienced partners who can pro-
vide clear guidance and support throughout the process. This is es-
pecially true for international families navigating medical, legal, and
logistical considerations across borders.

The journey typically begins with an initial consultation, where in-
tended parents learn about available program options, timelines, costs,
and legal considerations. This stage allows families to understand what
to expect and determine which path best aligns with their goals. Wheth-
er they are single parents, heterosexual couples, or LGBTQ+ intended
parents, Miracle Surrogacy is committed to ensuring every family be-
gins their journey with a clear understanding of the process.

The next phase focuses on embryo creation. Depending on each

Where Kids Grow Into
Their Best Selves

For 70 years, Brookwood has been challenging
kids intellectually and ensuring they feel valued.
Kids come to this place of belonging and support,
where everyone has a voice and a seat at the table.
There is a palpable energy when you step onto
campus and an authentic joy among children and
adults alike. In this place of seaside science classes,
steel drum calypsos, design iterations, debates,
and declamations, you will find kids learning with
curiosity, thinking deeply, and taking risks.

www.brookwood.edu

family’s circumstances,
this may involve using
an egg donor, creating
embryos through IVF,
completing genetic
testing, or arranging
the shipment of exist-
ing embryos to Mexico.
During this stage, Mir-
acle Surrogacy coordi-
nates closely with fertil-
ity clinics, laboratories,
and medical providers
to ensure a smooth

process.
Once  embryos
are available, atten-
tion turns to surro-
gate  matching. Al
surrogates  undergo
extensive medical,
psychological, and Emmanuel and his family.

background screening
before being considered for a journey. Rather than relying on lengthy

OPEN HOUSES

October 16, 2026
November 11, 2026
January 9, 2027

MONTESSORI
SCHOOL

LEARN MORE AT AIDANSC HOOL ORG
202.387.2700 | 2700 27" Street NW, Washington, DC

www.aidanschool.org
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VALLEY
MONTESSORI
SCHOOL

The Madison Avenue Presbyterlan Church

Day School [MAPCDS] is a leading institution in
child-centric early childhood education, drawing
inspiration from the Reggio Emilia and progressive
educational philosophies. We prioritize intellectual
growth alongside social and emotional development.
Our integrated approach instills a joy for learning
and prepares young minds for future opportunities
and challenges. Families, children, educators, the
environment, and our community are the pillars of
our school.

Established 1976 - 1273 N. Livermore Ave, Livermore, CA

18 Months to 8th Grade

Progressive * Nationally-Recognized
Model Montessori School

212-288-9638
New York City

' VMSchool.org

www.vmschool.org

EST. 1968

TRUST. ROOTED IN LOVE.
GNED FOR WONDER.

REQUEST MORE INFO +

' CORLEARSSCHOOL.ORG

At Corlears, we believeyoung children are curious,”

capable, thoughtful learners withiideas th following.

Connect with us to learn mor

Ages 10 months-4 years

ADMISSIONS@CORLEARSSCHOOL.ORG * 324 WEST15TH STREET NEW YORK, NY 10011

www.corlearsschool.org
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matching processes, Miracle Surrogacy
proactively identifies medically suitable can-
didates, helping intended parents move for-
ward efficiently while maintaining the highest
standards of care. This approach has helped
make Miracle Surrogacy a leader in surroga-
cy in Mexico and international surrogacy.

Following embryo transfer, intended
parents are guided through pregnancy mile-
stones, including heartbeat confirmation,
prenatal testing, ultrasounds, medical up-
dates, and communication with the surro-
gate. Regular updates ensure that families
remain informed and connected throughout
the pregnancy.

As delivery approaches, Miracle Sur-
rogacy assists with birth planning, hospital
coordination, legal documentation, and trav-
el preparation. Our team works closely with
intended parents to help them understand
what to expect during their stay in Mexico
and the steps required following the birth.

The support does not end when the
baby arrives. Miracle Surrogacy continues
assisting families through the post-birth pro-
cess, including birth certificate procedures,
passport applications, citizenship documen-
tation, and arrangements for returning home.
For intended parents pursuing international
surrogacy, this guidance can be invaluable.

Today, Miracle Surrogacy supports in-
tended parents from the United States, Can-
ada, Australia, New Zealand, Europe, and
many other countries. More babies are born
through Miracle Surrogacy’s programs each
year than through all other Mexico-based
surrogacy agencies combined, reflecting the
trust families place in the organization and its
proven processes.

Surrogacy can feel overwhelming when
viewed as a single event. In reality, it is a
series of carefully coordinated steps, each
requiring clear communication and informed
decision-making. Having a knowledgeable
team by your side can make all the differ-
ence.

At Miracle Surrogacy, we are committed
to guiding intended parents through every
phase of the journey. From the first consul-
tation to the moment you hold your baby in
your arms, our goal is simple: to ensure that
no family ever feels like they are navigating
the process alone while pursuing their dream
of parenthood through surrogacy in Mexico.

Visit  www.miraclesurrogacy.com for
more information.

v

Photo courtesy of Miracle Surrogacy
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THE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
OF SAN FRANCISCO

The gift of a
bilingual education
for your child.

PK2-Grade 12

internationalsf.org

|||| MONTCLARE
Children’s School

Montclare Children's School is an enriched
preschool, engaging children in a joyful and
dynamic environment. We inspire lifelong learners
by cultivating collaboration, creativity, and
independent thinking, and we take great pride in
our diverse and devoted community.

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR
CHILDREN 2 TO 5 YEARS OLD.

747 AMSTERDAM AVENUE NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 10025
T:212.865.4020 | E: INFO@MONTCLARESCHOOL.ORG
WWW.MONTCLARESCHOOL.ORG
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our curriculum
is built around
inquiry & exploration '§
in the classroom and |
the vibrant city that &

EE

o

GERMAN & SPANISH LANGUAGE IMMERSION
* Preschool for ages 2 -5
* After School/Enrichment programs and Camps for
preschoolers and school-age children that are open
to students from other schools
» Light-filled, spacious facility in the heart of Chelsea
schedule your tour to find out what makes us so special

244 West 14" Street, NYC, NY 10011
212-206-1137 school office

info@pusteblumenyc.org

www.pusteblumenyc.org

Joyful learning rooted in Quaker values for ages 2 through 8th
grade. We honor every student's "Inner Light," nurturing
creativity, discovery, and purpose. Educating the whole child.

| open HousES R visi us |

Friday, November 13* WESTFIELD WEDNESDAYS
Friday, February 26™ Drop in any time 9am-3pm

westfieldfriends.org/visit

Cinnaminson, NJ
856-829-0895

Westfield
Friends School

www.westfieldfriends.org/visit
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ANUCDS

An inquiry-driven
education cullivaling
curious. (.'(llrﬁlk‘lik.
& collaborative
learners ready Lo
shape the [uture.

Preschool - 5" Grade
Individualized instruction

Strong focus on Social &
Emotional Development

Academic excellence
through inquiry-driven,
research-based curriculum
Infani-Toddler Program
Inquirv-based explorations

Learning through
collaboration

Relalionship-driven
& student-centered

www.ucds.org

BRENTWOOD SCHOOL
INSPIRES EVERY STUDENT TO:

Think critically and creatively.
Act ethically.
Shape a future with meaning.

Trust * Respect  Responsibility
Honesty ® Caring ® Diversity « Community

(K-5) 12001 Sunset Blvd., 310.471.1041
(6-12) 100 S. Barrington PI., 310.476.9633
LOS ANGELES, CA 90049

www.bwscampus.com

www.bwscampus.com



ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

Garden School -
Queens is our Campus,
Garden is our School
New York City

For more than 100 years, Garden School has been part
of the Jackson Heights community. Located in one of
the most diverse neighborhoods in the world, our school re-
flects the families, cultures, languages, and experiences that
make the neighborhood unique. More than 44 languages are
spoken in our families’ homes, and 91% of Garden families
live in Queens, creating a community that is deeply connected
to the borough we serve.

Every day, students learn alongside classmates from a
wide range of backgrounds and experiences. Those interac-
tions help shape a community where students are encour-
aged to ask questions, appreciate different perspectives, and
engage thoughtfully with the world around them.

Our community is strengthened by the many back-
grounds, perspectives, and experiences that students and
families bring to Garden. We believe every family should feel
welcomed, respected, and continued top of next page

!"_:\’h___——- %

¢/, BARROW STREET

(! A

i _‘_2 O‘\, 'l' An early childhood program :—;1_
< (ajif . =
S 3%, Y BE
REFLECTIVE DIVERSE FAMILY ONGOING
COMMUNITY PERSPECTIVES PARTNERSHIPS DBSERVATION

Open a world of opportunities
Barrow Street Nursery School p f pp

e e with German education in Boston
AfBrong Sulbymert oft saTing, for children in preschool to grade 12.
appreciation for the arts, and

care for the community and New to German? Explore Fast Track,

environment. Our progressive
approach is centered on

our accelerated program for students
entering preK - grade 5 without
prior German experience.

AGES ol collaboratively designed

— - 5
19 months to 5 years == Iearnlng experiences.

EL4: 5

27 Barrow Street,
New York NY, 10014

BARROW GERMAN
STREET INTERNATIONAL

212-242-4140 [ SCHOOL | Boston Learn more [E]
www.barrowstreetnurseryschool.org
Still accepting applications for 2026 - 2027
https://barrowstreetnurseryschool.org/ https://gisbos.org/en/
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Garden School continued from previous page

reflected in the life of the school. At Garden, students are
known, supported, and encouraged to be themselves,
while families become active members of a close-knit
community. Our small class sizes help foster meaningful
relationships between students and teachers, creating an
environment where every child is seen as an individual.
While our history is an important part of who we are,
Garden School has never stood still. We have evolved
alongside the community we serve, embracing new per-

spectives while remaining grounded in the values of re-
spect, inclusion, and belonging.

Today, we are proud to be a school that reflects the
diversity and spirit of Jackson Heights. Just as important-
ly, we are proud to be a place where families can find a
genuine sense of community and where every child feels
they belong.

For more information visit www.gardenschool.org.

v

Images courtesy of Garden School

MILTON ACADEMY

AN INDEPENDENT COLLEGE PREPARATORY K-12 SCHOOL
BOARDING AND DAY IN GRADES 9-12, LOCATED JUST SOUTH OF BOSTON

LOWER AND MIDDLE SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE o i

NOVEMBER 7, 2026 | 2-4 PM

Where Excellence Meets Elegance
in Early Education

BRILLIANT| & | &%

AND KIND MULTILINGUAL

IMMERSION
== MON-TESSORL =~

6 WEEKS - 9 YEARS -«

www.BrilliantAndKind.com

WHOLE-CHILD
DEVELOPMENT

LOW STUDENT TO TEACHER RATIO

(%) (844) 740-4500 ‘ (=) info@brilliantandkind.com

LMSADMISSION@MILTON.EDU | 617-898-2509 | WWW.MILTON.EDU
www.milton.edu

NOW ENROLLING
Limited Spaces Available!
Wy

W

CHEF PREPARED
MEALS

2

ENRICHMENT
PROGRAMS

SCAN ME

Schedule a
tour today!

Eve

It's our g

www.brilliantandkind.com

Inquire & Apply Today!
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BENTLEY SCHOOL

e

We Challenge Students
To Think Beyond Themselves

At Bentley, students develop deep intellectual curiosity
and profound awareness of their responsibilities as
citizens. Though each will embark on a unique path,
every graduate shares the knowledge that they can

make a difference in the world of tomorrow.

bentleyschool.org/admissions

K-8 Campus, Oakland : 510-843-2512 9-12 Campus, Lafayette : 925-900-4038

www.bentleyschool.org/admissions

& Tilden School

Independent K-5, Seattle

No mere.than
16 students
per class

No less than !
joyful learning, big thinking
and real connection

We offer:

& Small classes (8:1 student-to-teacher ratio)
where every student is known and supported.

@ Well-rounded academics that inspire critical thinking,
creative problem-solving and confident expression.

& A joyful, caring community that nurtures
kindness, friendship and resilience.

www.tildenschool.org

A nursery
through eighth
grade, all-gender
school with a
long standing
commitment

to the LGBTQ+
community

LEARNERS
LEADERS

o -

e A
-3 GORDON scHoOL

East Providence, Rhode Island « gordonschool.org

www.gordonschool.org

The Elisabeth Morrow School

Est.1930 | Serving children age 2-grade 8 in Englewood, NJ

Channeling students' curiosity and
sparking their creativity through
hands-on learning that explores
solutions to real-world challenges

elisabethmorrow.org

201-568-5566 ext. 7212

www.elisabethmorrow.org
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PLAY. ARTS.

SOCIAL LEARNING.

COMMUNITY. JOY.

A Seattle non-profit
preschool for children

TOURS sy
BEGIN IN
OCTOBER www.newdiscoveryschool.org

THE CAREY SCHOOL

Preschool through Grade 5

Inspiring Curious,
t and Joyful

* New Discovery School

Learners
k\ A Play-Based Independent Preschool

Project-driven learning with

www.newdiscoveryschool.org
real-world relevance

Small classes that foster
belonging and connection

WE
KNOW
MIDDLE

Differentiated approach for a
broad range of learning styles

Empowering students
for alifetime of well-being.

JLs e i

SPRUCE  LEARNING, GROWlNG‘_ REGISTER FOR A

STREET aw PLAYING Fl

K-5TH GRADE  SINCE 1982

www.sprucestreetschool.org | Seattle, WA

Y millennium

www.millenniumschool.org www.sprucestreetschool.org www.careyschool.org

Seeing the Infinite Value in Every Child

St. Patrick’s >

»{ MIRACLE SURROGACY

WHERE MIRACLES ARE DELIVERED

Episcopal Day School

12+ years of experience
Leading Surrogacy Agency in Mexico

$1,000 discount for all Gay Parent Magazine customers:
mention GPM2026 when you speak with us!

A PK-8 Experience Designed for These Years.
Small classes. Expert teachers. Rigorous academics. A
community where every child is truly known.

Join Us on Campus

www.stpatsdc.org www.miraclesurrogacy.com
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THE HAVERFORD SCHOOL
~—_______ Preparingboys for life

Voted Best A“I;is jhool in PA (®§>

haverford.org/admissions

A nonsectarian college preparatory
day school for boys, pre-k-12

www.haverford.org/admissions

®preschoolers making challah for Shabbat. ®5th graders refining their writing skills and
®Kindergartners learning about the plant life producing an original Purim shpiel.
cycle and planting parsley to use at their ® Middle schoolers discussingw/91 niy'a
Passover seder. pikuach nefesh, the Jewish principle of
®1st and 2nd graders studying civics and preserving life, and the ethical questions it raises.
interviewing local Jewish leaders. ® 8th graders preparing for their capstone trip
®3rd and 4th graders learning how Jewish holidays 10 1srael.
are celebrated around the world, and teaching ® All students being upstanders, demonstrating
our learners to play dreidel at Hanukkah. the Jewish practice of D71V]17'N tikkun olam

(repairing the world)

Jewish Day School
of Seattle

Inquire deeply...Engage joyously

425.460.0200 jds.org

https://jds.org/
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ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

Feeding Little Geniuses: An Interview with Chef B. Viictoria
at Brilliant and Kind Montessori

By Petrina Barnett

If you ask anyone at Bril- Top left photo of Chef B. Viictoria. Bottom
liant and Kind Montessori | - ' photo of a few of Chef B’s delicious meals.
what makes our school different, ‘
food is never far from the answer. s
We are an inclusive Montessori |
school blending accelerated read-
ing, math, chess, tennis, and four
world languages for whole-child g
development, and our bustling
food program simply would not
exist without one woman: Chef B.
Viictoria.

| could not think of a better way to cel- r
ebrate the LGBTQIA+ community than to sit * ©
down with the celebrity chef who somehow
still finds time between world travels and pri-
vate dinner parties to feed our scholars like
they are her own. Grab a snack (preferably
one made by Chef B) and enjoy our conver-
sation.

Petrina Barnett: Chef B, thank you for doing
this. Let’s start at the beginning. How did you
become, well, you?

& Chef B Viictoria: Honestly, it started with
~ heartbreak turned into purpose. A very close
- family member had an autoimmune disease,
and watching how food either helped or hurt
her body completely rewired how | thought
__about cooking. It definitely shaped me into
the culinary creative | am today. | stopped
seeing food as just flavor and started see-
B ing it as medicine, as love, as information.

-

Petrina: That is powerful. Where did that
N take you, career-wise?

Chef B: | grew up in California and end-
ed up in New York at the Natural Gourmet continued next page

DISCOVER

THE VILLA DIFFERENCE

Tomorrow's Leaders Grow in Tandem.
% — e ‘,. 7_ y

Tandem Friends School
is where curious, creative
students become engaged, T
inspired, purposeful people. ::| F
Ready to join them — and

Academic 31-Acre Connected
Excellence Lakefront Campus Community

to change the world? TA N D E M
Be Yourself. FRIENDS SCHOOL

Grow in Tandem.

Limited Openings, VILLA ACADEMY
° Preschool - 8" Grade | thevilla.o
’an're TOday" Be Known. Be Challenged'i BELON’g.

www.thevilla.org www.tandemfs.org

tandemfs.org GRADES 5-12 Call Today! 434.951.9314
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Brilliant and Kind Montessori continued from B

previous page

Institute in the Flatiron District, learning the
science behind healing food alongside the
art of making it taste incredible. From there,
one thing led to another and suddenly | was
traveling the world, hosting dinner parties for
people | used to only see on television.

Petrina: And now you are hosting dinner par-
ties for four-year-olds at a Montessori school.
Quite the range.

Chef B: *laughs* Truly! But scholars deserve
the same care as anyone else at my table.
Between the international dinners and meal
prep services | offer busy families and spe-
cial occasions, cooking for Brilliant and Kind
keeps me grounded. Little critics do not hold
back, trust me.

Petrina: What do you want parents to know
about the food their children are eating at our
school?

Chef B: If there’s one thing | hope people
take away from my journey is that food is a
way to care for people, to tell stories, to pre-
serve culture, and to create moments that
remind us to slow down and be present with
one another.

Every plate | create carries intention. It
carries the people who taught me, the places
that have inspired me, and the belief that hos-
pitality can be an act of love. Success, to me,
is measured by how people feel when they
leave my table.

Petrina: Chef B, we are endlessly grateful for
you. Any final words?

Chef B: Just that community and good food

go hand in hand. Thank you for having me.
We could not agree more. Chef B, our

scholars and our entire community thank you.

Connect with Chef B. Viictoria:
https://bit.ly/hirechefb
b.viictoriarequest@gmail.com

Connect with

Brilliant and Kind Montessori:
www.brilliantandkind.com
info@brilliantandkind.com
844-740-4500

Petrina Barnett is the Founder of Brilliant and
Kind Montessori.

Photos courtesy of Petrina Barnett
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Baldwin

A Pre-K - Grade 12 School for Girls

Confident Girls.
Tmorrow s Leaders:

Montessori School
by of Northern Virginia

Since 1888. /£

We inspire and guide children to love
learning, to love one another, and to love
the world around them.

PROGRAMS FOR
CHILDREN AGES 2-15

Come schedule a tour today!
Falls Church & Annandale locations

MSNV.ORG | 703-992-0255

WWWw.msnv.org

GRADES K-8 * PROGRESSIVE « SMALL SCHOOL « ENGAGING CURRICULA
INCLUSIVE COMMUNITY « INSPIRING TEACHERS « CONFIDENT STUDENTS

EXPERIENCE GREENMOUNT:
OCTOBER18 |12-3 p.m.

Contact Admissions or visit our website for upcoming events.

® admissions@greenmountschool.org
® 410-235-6295 www.greenmountschool.org
QO
THE N
GREENMOQUNT

SCHOOL

501 West 30th Street
Baltimore, MD 21211

www.greenmountschool.org
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VIS

hollywood Preschool
schoolhouse through

Inspired learning.
Fearless curiosity:

Gifted Education.

speyerschool.org
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by Renée J. Lukas

the storage bins were full. The

trunk was packed. But we man-
aged to stuff in more of those unrelated items
that don’t fit into neat categories: a stray pillow, a
lamp, that dusty board game you know he’ll nev-
er play.

When our youngest son went off to college
for the first time, we began that familiar dance
many parents do, deciding what to help with and
what to leave for him to do on his own. We did ||
last-minute grocery shopping because he’d need
those energy bars, Ramen noodles and anything
you can microwave. | was obsessed with hydra-
tion, so | made sure he had some sports drinks.
Even though he had a car and his dormitory was
located minutes from a grocery store, | suddenly The author’s wife, Beth (right), with their son Hunter on move in day.
felt like we were leaving him alone on a desert
island and feared he would go hungry the moment we left.

My wife and | decided we couldn’t leave him in the
sparse dorm room without at least making his bed, so there

would be something that looked somewhat cozy and inviting
when we left. We continued to linger, just long enough to see
a few decorations on the walls and make sure he (cough,
cough) knew how to hook up his computer. What Gen Z-er

EES
DMe _h_ere.

At The Lab School
of Washington, we

embrace differences
THE LAB SCHOOL asadvantages.

- Aholistic education for bright students with
language-based learning differences

- Clinical services are integrated into our classroom
and and available on an individual basis

L J
Leading progressive education
A “ q in NYC since 1914 for children
ages 2 through eighth grade.

- Our Summer Programs are a great way for your
child to experience what makes the Lab approach :
to learmng so EE‘ECtIVE‘ City and Country School

cityandcountry.org/nygayparents

www.labschool.org 202.965.6600
www.labschool.org www.cityandcountry.org/nygayparents
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Where being different is good.

THE WILLIAMSBURG
NEIGHBORHOOD
NURSERY SCHOOL

Learn more at:
annarboracademy.org

Or call us at:

(134) 747-6641

The Willamsburg Neighborhood Nursery School admits students of any race, color, nationai
» and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or 4
made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national and ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies, admissions policies,
k scholarship and loan programs, and athletic and other school-administered programs. ‘

www.annarboracademy.org WWW.WNNS.org

Protect Your Family's Future During These Chaotic Political Times

With the current actions of our government and the targeting of LGBTQ-+ rights it is more important than ever to
consider 2nd parent adoptions and the implementation of a carefully developed estate plan that is unique to your
family's needs and protects your rights as a parent.

For further information please contact FLAG AT 410-884-0400 or visit our website at flagfamilylaw.com.
For a free consultation mention Gay Parent Magazine.

www.flagfamilylaw.com

learning is at
the heart of
The Center.

CENTERFOREARLYEDUCATION.ORG

TODDLER THROUGH GRADE SIX
SINCE 1939

WEST HOLLYWOOD, CA 90048
(323) 651-0707

www.centerforearlyeducation.org
44 www.gayparentmag.com Gay Parent Magazine September-October 2026 Issue #168

doesn’t know how to hook up a comput-
er? We’d begun to run out of excuses
why we absolutely needed to stay.

The process of move-in day is one
big metaphor for the whole parental di-
lemma faced by parents of college-age
kids. It's all about the push and pull,
learning to let go and trying to decide
exactly how much to let go.

For college kids, especially that
first year, they’re straddling two worlds:
adulthood and childhood, with one part
of them shooing you out of their dorm
room and the other part making sure a
favorite stuffed animal is still with them.
It’'s a weird limbo status that many par-
ents and their college-age kids have to
navigate.

Every parent experiences this tran-
sition differently. | know someone who
couldn’t leave until she’d picked out the
ring hooks on her son’s shower curtain.
Others unloaded the car at the curb and
said their goodbyes. There’s no right
or wrong here. You know your child’s
personality, which means trusting your
gut to know just how much involvement
they need from you.

Sometimes it goes against every
cell in your body to push your kid out of
the nest when they’re still asking ques-
tions that you're in the habit of answer-
ing. But finding their way on their own
will benefit them in the long run.

| heard this quote: “When you're
made irrelevant, you've succeeded as
a parent.” That may sound a bit harsh.
But there’s some truth there. We raise
our kids so they can be fully indepen-
dent, functioning adults. If they have to
call us every five minutes asking how to
do everything when they’re forty years
old, perhaps we didn’t prepare them
enough?

Must-Do’s Before Move-In Day

For move-in day, it's a good idea to
create your packing checklist early. Do
all the shopping for linens, bathroom
products, etc. with your child long be-
fore there’s a rush on everything. If you
wait too long, you might find shelves
picked over and all the “good stuff”
taken. Before the big day, ensure that
they’ve been practicing life skills that
will set them up for success, including
doing laundry, some cooking, cleaning
the bathroom, continued on page 49



. B NOW —c Pre-K through 8th Grade
& \\‘/ RIVER
Enrolling s=vatiey

waldorf school
w» rivervalleyschool.org

https://rivervalleyschool.org/

GRADES 2 -12 " u 0
An adaptive and responsive education

for students who learn differently

e Orton Gillingham Structured e Integrated Organizational
Literacy Intervention System and Skill Development

e Multi-Sensory Learning e Parent-School Partnerships
¢ \Whole-Child Development

The CRAIG SCHOOL Way

-~
p 10 Tower Hill Road, Mountain Lakes, NJ 07046 . 24 Changebridge Road, Montville, NJ 07045
973-334-1234 = www.craigschool.org

www.craigschool.org

Garden SChOOI | Nursery - 12* Grade

Cultivating Excellence for 102 Years
INQUIRE TODAY AT
GARDENSCHOOL.ORG

EXPLORE GARDEN’S UPPER DIVISION
SMALL CLASSES | AP & COLLEGE CREDIT | ARTS & LEADERSHIP | SPORTS | & MORE

www.gardenschool.org
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Explorers Enrolling For

-l-h Il‘lk ers Fall 2027 Ages 11/2-12
: Schedule [ E'

NEW YORK’S FLEXIBLE
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL

Rolling Admi
pcs-nyc.org

www.bellmontessori.com https://pcs-nyc.org/

\y Bellevue

4 3» Montessori
& School

HELPING STRUGGLING STUDENTS
CATCH UP AND GET AHEAD
SINCE 1980

A -

Every child deserves a school where they're
seen, valued, and supported. Our school
welcomes neurodivergent learners, including
those with ADHD, Autism, and other learning
differences.

¢ Small by design, accredited K-5 independent
school in Kirkland, WA.

¢ We offer a tailored, individualized approach that
empowers every child to reach their full potential.

¢ We welcome a diverse mix of students, including

Morningside Academy helps struggling elementary and middle school

students to catch up and get ahead. Students with learning disabilities neurodivergent learners.

such as dyslexia, dysgraphia, dyscalculia, or ADDJADHD and more are able ¢ We make school a fun and engaging experience
to learn in our caring, data-driven environment which features small class because we understand and adapt to each child’s
sizes and dally communication with parents. Morningside offers full year learning style.

and summer school programming. Students can enroll at any time!

Contact us at info@kineoschool.org
Seattle, WA \ (206) 709-9500 \ morningsideacademy.org 432D Snd AxSNE. Kirkiand: (WA SS02

www.morningsideacademy.org www.kineoschool.org
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Great kids fsieg 1Hlnces

“Moorestown Friends feels like Hometown: Hainesport

a large family tied together by Activities/Honors: Student Government -

/s / > Class President and Diversity Committee Clerk;
Quaker values. Published Research on Sex Education and Gender
= Anja[i Shah 26 Perceptions; Varsity Field Hockey - Captain, First
Team All-League, and 2x NFHCA National Academic £\
Squad Scholar of Distinction; Varsity Lacrosse -
Captain; Varsity Fencing; South Asian Affinity

—— R — Group Facilitator; Indian Culture Club President;
Moorestown Medical Mission to Philippines; WordsWorth
M F el Sdbenl Student Media - Social Media Manager,
Garden State Scholastic Press Association
Age 3 through Grade 12 Awards - Third Place, Opinion Writing and

Second Place, Social Media Presence;
Cum Laude Society

Three Words to Describe MFS:
Foundational, Motivating, Supportive

Meet great kids like Anjali at
an upcoming Open House:

Sunday, October 11, 2 p.m.

Thursday, November 5, 9 a.m.
(Classes in Session) Senior Internship: Eimwood Family Physicians

POt e Informntion or e HSUE] Career Interests: Psychology; Gender Studies;
call (856) 914-4426 Public Health & Medicine

SEVISH WY, MiTionds Ofe: College: University of Michigan

At the root of every PreK-12 program and teaching approach found at
GA is the simple yet powerful concept of engagement. By making each
learning opportunity a captivating and highly participatory experience, we
inspire students to become active learners, not only during childhood but

for life. Invest in your child’s future at Germantown Academy.

PreK-12 | Nonsectarian, Coed Day School | Fort Washington, PA

www.germantownacademy.net | 267.405.7070
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Where boys
learn to lead

with curiosity,
confidence, and
care for others.

415-771-6600
info@cathedralschool.net
www.cathedralschool.net

CATHEDRAL SCHOOL FOR BOYS
1275 Sacramento Street
San Francisco, CA 94108

www.cathedralschool.net

St. Albans School

An Episcopal boarding and day school located beside the
Washington National Cathedral, St. Albans has been inspiring
lifelong learners in grades 4-12 since 1909. With one of the top
financial aid programs in the region, we welcome boys from all

_backgrounds into our community,

= ==

www.stalbansschool.org
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Be Kind.
Be Fearless.
Make an Impact.

Coeducational Independent
School on the Santa Barbara
Riviera for ages 3 to 8th Grade

What We Do | Mission
We provide student-centered, individualized learning in a joyful, and
nurturing community, inspiring academic excellence and valuing difference.

Ideas We Live By | Values
Academic Excellence, Creativity, Critical Thinking, Diversity, Ethical
Responsibility, Joy, Kindness, Resilience

Why We Do It | Vision
To impower individual potential, inspire purpose beyond self, and cultivate
social responsibility.

Visit our website or scan our QR code to learn more.
www.rivieraridge.org

www.rivieraridge.org

SONOMA COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL
Bringing Learning to Life for Grades TK-8 Since 1983

Schedule your visit to see how we will change
your family’s dinner table conversation.

707.284.3200 ADMISSION@SCDS.ORG

www.scds.org



College Bound
continued from page 44

managing money and remembering
first aid basics. It's a good idea to start
these things early. But if they haven't
already been doing this, take the time
before they leave for college to make
sure they know how.

Before arrival, it's important to visit
the school’s website to learn about pol-
icies, procedures, and to see what oth-
er students and parents recommend.
Many colleges have message boards
where parents can chat with each oth-
er. You may find a supportive commu-
nity to help you through the process.
The biggest help for our son online was
getting his student 1.D., dorm assign-
ment, designated parking lot, etc. The
website is THE place for those some-
times overwhelming details.

When you arrive to the school, if
you can, meet the roommate(s) if there
is one. Our son was probably mortified,
but we wanted to ask his roommate
questions about his major, where he
was from, just to get an idea of whom

athedral
School

our son was sharing a small space with
for the first year. Of course we checked
out the environment, taking note of any
safety drill signs, social/community
events going on, etc. We wanted to get
a sense of what his dorm life might be
like.

Support Each Other When
You’re Stressed

There’s no shortage of parental
advice out there. Many people have no
problem critiquing your parenting, and
sure there are parents whose methods
| may not agree with. But the bottom
line is that you have to do what you feel
is right for you and your child.

During this high-stress time, you
and your spouse may disagree. One
of you may think the other coddles too
much, or doesn’t care enough. Emo-
tions can run high because both of you
are also navigating this limbo period
that’s on the horizon. | try to comfort
myself in the knowledge that both mine
and my wife’s approaches have meld-
ed together, and that each has served

a purpose.

She feels better making life a lit-
tle easier for him, whether it’s helping
him get organized or doing those mad-
dening tasks like untangling wires for
electronics. I'm ready to hit the road to
beat traffic and let him begin to experi-
ence ownership of his new home. Both
of us are contributing valuable things.
What’s important is not to diminish your
spouse’s feelings and to be supportive
of whatever emotions are triggered.
After | kept insisting that he needed to
learn for himself, the moment | got in
the car, | started bawling so much there
weren’t enough tissues.

My wife, on the other hand, kept
giving our son all kinds of safety re-
minders as we walked toward the car.
She was uneasy about possibly forget-
ting to tell him something important.

How Do You Let Go?

The hardest part is knowing you
can no longer be there for the tough
questions and decisions. You have to
hope that your voice will be there in the

A DIFFERENT KIND OF MANHATTAN CHILDHOOD

Experience the magic of The Cathedral School!

Nestled on an idyllic 11-acre campus in the heart of New York City, The
Cathedral School of St. John the Divine offers something truly rare — an
inclusive place where academic excellence, character development, and a deep

sense of community come together to shape extraordinary young people.

APPLICATIONS

for the 2027-2028

school year open
August 1, 2026.

INQUIRE TODAY —/»

and discover the difference

Questions? Contact csadmissions@cathedralnyc.org

www.cathedralnyc.org

Gay Parent Magazine September-October 2026 Issue #168 www.gayparentmag.com 49



back of their mind when faced with something
important. No matter how much our son acted
like he was too cool to be told anything, or that
we embarrassed him worse than the people
on the Progressive insurance commercials, |
knew he would think of us when faced with a
major decision.

How did | know this? | know because it
happened to me. When | went off to college,
it felt so good to be free to decide when | ate,
slept or studied, but I still heard my parents’
words when | was faced with difficult mo-
ments. Their voices were like my conscience.
| figured it would be the same with our son. At
least | hoped it would be.

And it has. Now when he comes home,
he’ll answer a question before we've asked it.
“No, | didn’t have a drink because | was the
designated driver.” Or “Yes, | got enough sleep
before the final exam.” When he does that, |
smile to myself and think, maybe we did pre-

pare him well. And that’s all you can do. Pre- The author, Renée Lukas, (front right),
pare them the best you can. Then let them fly. with her wife and their two sons.
v

bellabooks.com and Amazon. Renée lives in Massachusetts

Renée J. Lukas is a screenwriter and author of five . .
with her wife and two sons.

LGBTQ novels. Her latest, The Big Guilt, features a funny

dysfunctional Polish American family, and is available at .
Photos courtesy of Renée J. Lukas

Your Family. Your Plan.
Your Protection.

Your Marriage License Is Not Enough.

: 3 s ’ S Without the right estate planning documents, your partner
Including each others’ point of vice. may have no legal right to make medical decisions, manage
your finances, or inherit what you built together.

Nothing is beyond their imagination.

Im] WATCH THIS FREE WEBINAR

LGBTQ+ Families: Protecting Yourself In
Uncertain Times. 30 minutes with estate
planning attorney Shannon McNulty, Esq.

in

Explore Beauvoir and join us
at an upcoming event!

BVEAUVOIR beawvoirschool.org

Scan the QR code to watch free.

www.beauvoirschool.org www.thevillagelawfirm.com
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Be Known

PreK - 8 | Dover, MA
Admissions deadline:

January 15

Connect and learn more at
charlesriverschool.org

www.charlesriverschool.org

Confident. Capable.
Ready.

CHIARAVALLE
MONTESSORI

Building Bright Minds
& Big Hearts

Discover a Bay Farm Montessori
Education | South Shore, MA
Early Childhood - Grade 6

BFARM.ORG/INQUIRE

W Bay FARM

Montessori Academy

www.bfarm.org/inquire

Helping students become

who they're meant to be.

www.chiaravalle.org | Evanston, IL

www.chiaravalle.org

Est. 1991

WEST HOLLYWOOD
CHILDREN'S ACADEMY

Toddler - Preschool - TK
Tomorrow's Success

OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Safe Steps to Big Dreams: :
Unlock Your Child’s Potential withUs =

1030 N. Vista Street
West Hollywood, CA 90046

(310) 748-1656

$UMM

MONTESSORI SCHOOL

Small School,
Big Opportunity

Ages 18 months - 6" Grade
www.summitmontessori.org
Framingham, MA

https://summitmontessori.org

Gay Parent Magazine September-October 2026 Issue #168 www.gayparentmag.com 5


https://www.marinmontessori.org/admissions/welcome-from-the-director

St. HiLpa's & St HuGgH's

“Access to an outstanding education should
not be limited to one socio-economic class
of children, or one race, learning style, or
family composition. The inclusive educational
community here at St. Hilda's & St. Hugh's
is transformative, not just for those of us
who are part of it but for everyone
whom we encounter.”

Board Chair, The Rev. Kathleen Liles

Upper West Side, New York City
www.sthildas.org
(212) 932-1980

‘ .sthildas.org
DERBY ACADEMY

1784

Mind + Heart = DERBY

A DERBY Education Adds up to More

* Pre-K to Grade 8 with enrollment of +/- 340 students

¢ Buses with stops throughout the South Shore and into Boston
¢ Challenging and innovative academics

* Public speaking opportunities

e Small class sizes

¢ Robust Arts, Athletics, and STEM programs

¢ Commitment to Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Belonging

PRE-K TO GRADE 8 | HINGHAM, MA

discover.derbyacademy.org

https://discover.derbyacademy.org/
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Justice
Innovation
Impact

Give them the tools to
build a better world

SF Bay Area | prospectsierra.org

www.prospectsierra.org

The Chapin School believes that an equitable and
inclusive community is essential to learning.

Chapin actively seeks families, faculty and staff who bring
a range of experiences to the School. An independent
girls’ school, Chapin considers applications from any
student who identifies as a girl and is devoted to the
education and leadership of girls and young women.

We hope you will visit www.chapin.edu to learn more
about Chapin, which educates students in Kindergarten
through Class 12 under one roof.

The Chapin School
100 EAST END AVENUE, NEW YORK, NY

www.chapin.edu



chicago waldorf school
—— PreK-2

Education that meets this moment

5200 N Ashland Ave. Chicago, IL

www.chicagowaldorf.org

Chicago Waldorf School integrates rigorous
academics, the arts, and hands-on learning to help

students thrive in a changing world.

www.chicagowaldorf.org
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LYCEE FRANCAIS DE SAN FRANCISCO

lelycee.org

www.lelycee.org




Following up with the Family
of Brian Rosenberg
& Ferd van Gameren

By Gary Hurtubise

hen Brian Rosenberg was last profiled in 2019, life revolved around |

three young children, a growing online platform called Gays With
Kids, and the daily work of normalizing gay fatherhood in a world still catching
up. Six years later, much has changed, and yet in many ways, the core of
Brian and his husband Ferd van Gameren’s story remains the same: family,
resilience, and a commitment to making the path easier for those who follow.

Since the pandemic, the most visible shift in Brian’s life has been the evo-
lution of Gays With Kids into GWK Academy, a standalone nonprofit organiza- §
tion with a broader mission and a clearer sense of responsibility. What began
as an online community for gay dads has intentionally expanded into an ed- =
ucational hub serving the entire LGBTQ+ community, offering comprehensive
information about all paths to parenthood.

That shift, Brian explains, “was driven by a mix of legacy thinking, the polit-
ical climate, and realizing there still wasn’t one place where all LGBTQ+ people
could get clear, comprehensive info about all paths to parenthood.”

“GWK Academy is web-based, inclusive of all identities, and intentionally
broad,” he continues, describing it as a first stop for any LGBTQ+ people be-
ginning to consider parenthood, as well as a resource for those who are already on that journey and feeling stuck, uncertain,
or overwhelmed.

Professionally, this evolution has given Brian a renewed sense of purpose. Personally, he recently turned 60, a milestone

Left to right, Levi, Ferd van Gameren,
Sadie, Ella, and Brian Rosenberg.

THE HEWITT SCHOOL | AK-12 Girls' School in New York City //\
S L == - T E = 5 A ¥
-] — \ " INTERNATIONAL +SCHOOL o

BILINGUALISM. EXCELLENCE. HAPPINESS.

https://bit.ly/hewitt-school-gpm or https://www.hewittschool.org/admissions www.tessais.org
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that, “definitely changes how you think
about time, health, and what matters,”
Brian reveals.

Family life, too, looks very different
for Brian than it did in 2019. The couple’s
three children are now teenagers, and
with one away at boarding school, the
rhythms of daily life have shifted.

Levi, whom Brian and Ferd adopted
as an infant, is a junior in high school.
“He’s as big as me,” Brian says, “he has
his driver’s license and is very into avia-
tion — he’s actually learning to fly a plane,
which blows my mind!”

Sadie and Ella, the twins born via
surrogacy, are both freshmen in high
school.

“We'd say Sadie is a typical teenage
girl; curious, trying out new sports and
subjects, discovering what lights her up,
and learning how to balance family time
with the friendships that mean so much
to her.”

Ella’s path looks different, but no less
full. She is on the autism spectrum and
attends a specialized boarding school
about an hour and a half from home.
“She’s thriving there in ways we couldn’t
have imagined a couple of years ago —
socially, emotionally, even romantical-
ly. She has a boyfriend, who is himself
the son of two moms, so it all makes us
smile.”

As members of an LGBTQ+ family,
the children have grown up with an un-
derstanding that their family is different...
but not by much. From birth, Brian and
Ferd have been open and honest about
how their family was created, always us-
ing age-appropriate language. The kids
are close to their extended family and
maintain strong friendships.

Brian describes their community as
progressive, which has insulated them
from overt homophobia; the family’s over-
all experience has been largely one of
acceptance, a reality that Brian and Ferd
recognize as a form of privilege.

The privilege they now enjoy is a con-
stant reminder of how important their mis-
sion is. GWK Academy places a strong
emphasis on education, resources, and
inspiration — elements that were shaped
by what Brian and Ferd didn’t have when
building their own family.

“When we were building our family
through adoption and surrogacy — espe-

continued on page 59

Reggio inspired learning
for children ages 2.5-5 in the heart
of Georgetown, DC.

ST-JOHN'S

www.stjohnsdc.org PRESCHOOL

www.stjohnsdc.org

We saved

Come see what learning looks
like, at Akiba's community Early
Childhood program.

Schedule atour |

Y ES
https://akibaschechter.org/

A

Sagodainsqe

BEANSPROUTS NURSERY SCHOOL
SERVING BROOKLYN FAMILIES SINCE 1980

et

| g

JOIN US FOR A SCHOOL TOUR!

718-965-8573 | PARK SLOPE, BROOKLYN

www.beansproutsnurseryschool.com

THE OAaksr ScHooL

S P \".‘ A
WWW.OAKSSCHOOL.ORG

www.oaksschool.org

SPECIALIZING IN
SMALL MIRACLES

WITH PERSONALIZED FERTILITY CARE

OFFERING THE LATEST IN
REPRODUCTIVE CARE IN A
warm & compassionate
ENVIRONMENT.

DR. LOUIS R. MANARA |

“The only Doctor who is with you from
Consultation to Conception”

The Center for
Reproductive Medicine
& Fertility

Over 30 years experience

State of the Art Facility with

IVF Lab on Premises

IVF and all innovative new treatments
Artificial Insemination

Donor Egg Program

Egg Freezing

Enjoy the comfort of knowing your
doctor really knows you!

FOR AN APPT. cALL 856-767-0009
200A RT. 73 N., VOORHEES, NJ 08043
(ACROSS FROM VIRTUA)

BOARD CERITIFIED IN
REPRODUCTIVE
ENDOCRINOLOGY & INFERTILITY

www.louismanara.com

-
6 o iom BB
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An independent girls’ school for grades 4-12.

Where the
First Draft ol
Extraordinary
is Written

westridge.org/openhouse
Open
House
westridge.org/tour OCT. 1 7

Pasadena, CA
admission@westridge.org
626.799.1053 ext. 256

www.westridge.org/tour

Learning rooted in
mission & values

Inquiry-based projects, driven by students' curiosity,
foster deep learning and critical thinking.

The
Children’s
School

Progressive K- 8th Grade Education
since 2004

what Sets us apart

Visit us!
Schedule a tour! Come for a monthly Friday coffee talk
820 Ontario Street Qak Park, IL 60302
TheChildrensSchool.info
[E:53

www.thechildrensschool.info

The Hudson School
Difference

Founded in 1978 in Hoboken,
New Jersey, The Hudson
School is an intellectually
rigorous independent

PK-12 school where

students who love learning
can truly be themselves.

In our close-knit
community, intellectual
curiosity is celebrated,
authentic interests are
welcomed, and every
student is known and
valued for who they are.

Think Deeply.
Belong Completely.

To learn more, visit
www.thehudsonschool.org

www.thehudsonschool.org

REGISTER
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COUNTRY
SCHOOL

WHERE MASTERY MEETS MINDFULNESS

Preschool - 8th Grade

(818) 769-2473

country-school.org

Where Wonder
Meets:Exploration
Inspiring Highly Capable Students PS-8th Grade

The
Fvergreen
School

Visit us at
evergreenschool.org
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Rosenberg and van Gameren family
continued from page 56

cially as a couple impacted by HIV — resources were
seriously limited and not affirming. We had to figure out
so much on our own; we don’t think we made a single
decision feeling very confident.”

The goal now is to ensure others don’t have to go
through the same thing. GWK Academy aims to equip
people with comprehensive education about all avail-
able options so they can choose the path that best fits
their circumstances and values.

Emotional preparedness is also a key focus. Brian
notes that every coaching call surfaces new fears, new
questions, and new topics that deserve attention — a
reminder that the work is constantly evolving.

Although GWK Academy is closely tied to the fam-
ily’s origin story, Brian and Ferd’s children relate to it in
a typically teenage way. They understand why it exists
and recognize its connection to how their family was
formed, even if they don’t spend much time talking about it.

“Levi sometimes helps — taking photos, filming videos at
events or on trips. And occasionally the whole family will show
up in a picture or video when it's warranted, which feels like a
nice, organic level of involvement.”

Looking ahead, Brian and Ferd hope that within five to
ten years, GWK Academy will be nationally recognized as the

WHERE{UNIQUEMINDSATHINFKYBIG

Starting with Strengths Since 1976

|
The Bay Ares premier school ‘

for neurodiverse learmers

O] =40

® aﬁtﬁ
Scan toDiscover
The Sterne Advantage

www.sterneschool.org

Photo taken on Brian and Ferd’s wedding day, 2013. Left to

right, Brian holding Ella, Levi, and Ferd holding Sadie.

obvious first stop for LGBTQ+ people thinking about parent-
hood. They also envision it as a trusted resource for those
already on the journey — people seeking guidance, referrals to
affirming providers, or help navigating unexpected challenges.

“One really important area for growth will be our ability
to impact foster care, especially helping more LGBTQ+ kids
(and even more especially, trans and nonbinary kids of color)
transition out of the foster care system into loving, affirming

INSPIRING CURRICULUM y
INVITING COMMUNITY .

6 ©

www.bfs.org

215.794—7491 BFS.ORG
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LGBTQ+ families,” Brian explains.

“These kids are over-repre-
sented in foster care, and we feel
confident that we can be a wonder-
ful resource to help close that gap
in a thoughtful, informed way.”

Another priority is expanding
resources for the period after a =
child arrives, whether through birth
or adoption.

“Building a family doesn’t end |
at placement or birth; that’s when
a whole new transition begins! We £
want to help people step into par- =
enthood feeling prepared, support-
ed, and less overwhelmed during =
those all important first several W
months.”

Yet another area that Brian and
Ferd feels increasingly urgent is
mental health support.

Loss, grief, and unexpected outcomes — miscarriage,
failed adoptions, disrupted matches — are part of many fami-
ly-building journeys, yet there are few affirming spaces where
LGBTQ+ people can process these experiences openly.

“Even straight people don't talk about this openly, and for
LGBTQ+ folks it can feel incredibly isolating.”

Unapologetically
Curiouser.

WHY JUST LEARN WHEN YOU CAN EXPLORE!

At Paideia, curiosity drives everything.

Ages 3-12th grade | Druid Hills, Atlanta

paideiaschool.org

THE PAIDEIA SCHOOL

www.paideiaschool.org
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The family on vacation in Aruba,
2017. Left to right, Ella, Brian,
Sadie, Ferd, and Levi.

“If GWK Academy can be the
place people turn to not just for
information, but for compassion,
mental health support, and com-
munity when things don’t go as
planned, that feels like real impact.”

Brian notes that the visibility
¥ he and his team have fostered over
" the years has begun to shift per-
~ ceptions around ‘dadscrimination’
and “gay-dadscrimination,” terms
he and Ferd coined years ago.

“There’s definitely been prog-
] ; ress,” he acknowledges, “espe-
R cially in more progressive areas.
Seeing men, including gay men, as
primary caregivers isn’t as novel as it once was.”

“That said, systems still lag. Many events, services and
resources still assume there’s a pregnant person or a ‘default
mom’.”

To address this gap, GWK Academy is launching an
LGBTQ+-affirming certification for the fertility industry, allow-
ing organizations to back up their stated values with education

TOMORROW BELONGS TO

www.altavistaschool.org

altavista scHooL

www.altavistaschool.org



Your story begins with a Tour

Come visit The Willows to start writing yours

F=r

DK - 8 Independent School
Culver City | www.ihewillows.org

COMMUNITY BCHOOL

https://www.thewillows.org/admissions/admissions-events

All-School Admissions Open House

Saturday, October 17 | 9:30 a.m.
Apply for the 2027-28 school year starting August 21.

Parker is committed to access and equity. There is no fee to apply.

More online at fwparker.org/parkerfest Eﬁzé%

*Child must be four years old by September 1, 2027.

www.fwparker.org/parkerfest

L ] —
est. 196% i :

OUTSTANDING EDUCATION.

P3-8TH GRADE | HYDE PARK-KENWOOD, CHICAGO
admissions @ anconaschool.org

anconaschool.org

www.anconaschool.org

FE NP

»
v

THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO BE
A BOY, BUT ONLY ONE

ALLEN-STEVENSON

At Allen-Stevenson, we
empower every boy fo
realize his full potential.

Discover our TK-8 program at
Allen-Stevenson.org.

132 E 78™ STREET
NEW YORK, NY 10075

www.allen-stevenson.org
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and accountability.

When asked if he has noticed a change over the years
in how his neighbourhood and community treated him and
Ferd as gay parents, or as an LGBTQ+ family, he refers
back to the progressive nature of where they live.

“Our neighbors know us. Some people probably still
think of us as ‘the gay dads,’ but in practice, we’re just an-
other family on the block. The novelty has faded, which in
many ways is a good thing.”

“Where this question really shows up differently,” Brian
shifts, “is when we listen to families from outside our bub-
ble.”

Through GWK Academy, Brian and Ferd hear from §

people in much less progressive communities where being
visible as an LGBTQ+ family still feels risky or exhausting.

Listening to those families has reinforced the impor-
tance of visibility. “Even in affirming spaces, seeing LGBTQ+
families living ordinary, full lives helps reinforce that sense
of belonging, especially for kids.”

And over time, Brian notes, visibility does change
things: neighbors adjust, schools adapt, and communities
begin to normalize what once felt unfamiliar.

At the core of all this work and support, we find Brian and
Ferd’s partnership. In June 2026, they will celebrate their 33rd
anniversary as a couple. Together, they’ve navigated the AIDS
crisis, HIV, marriage, parenthood, relocation, and entrepre-

neurship — none of it following a straight line.

TRINITY
SCHOOL

Menlo Park, CA

Left to right, Sadie, Brian, Ella, Ferd, and Levi.

“Something we’ve learned over the years,” Brian says, “is
that you can't let parenting, or work, or even a shared mission
take over the entire relationship. Those things are huge, but if
you’re not careful, they can crowd out the partnership itself.”

“Intimacy,” Brian continues, “has changed over time. It’s
no longer always about sex. Sometimes it’s holding hands,

Visit www.trinity-mp.org to register for an Open House or Virtual Information Session
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sometimes it’s sitting
next to each other on P
the couch at the end [ =
of a long day, some- |
times it's just check- |
ing-in and asking,
‘Are you okay?’ Those §
small moments end
up mattering more
than you'd expect.”

And these small
moments of check-
ing-in are perhaps
more important today
than ever before, giv-
en the broader politi-
cal climate.

“It's a heavy mo-
ment,” he states. “We
are hopeful that more
people — Democrats,
Republicans, and
independents alike —
agree that what we’re seeing right now
is unacceptable. This isn't who we’re
supposed to be. It doesn’t feel Ameri-
can, and it doesn't reflect our core val-

ready to blaze new trails.

Clockwise from top left, Ferd, Levi,
Sadie, Brian, and Ella.

4 ues as a country.”
7} “We especially
=% hope we’re able to
. move away from a
i place where parts
of our communi-
ty are constantly
being vilified. The
most  vulnerable
among us, partic-
ularly people on
the trans spectrum
1 and gender-non-
4 conforming  peo-
ple, should be the
ones we’re pro-
tecting, not target-
ing.”

“This shouldn’t
be partisan. Dem-
ocrats talk about
equality; Repub-
licans talk about
freedom. Both of those values point to
the same truth: people deserve to live as
who they are, safely and openly.”

For Brian and Ferd, their focus re-

mains unchanged: keep family-building
visible, keep people informed, and keep
showing up — for their children, for their
community, and for the families still find-
ing their way.

For more information on Brian and
GWK Academy, visit www.gwkacademy.
org. Read our first article on this family
on our website here: https:/bit.ly/4zb-
VvpEnN

v

Gary Hurtubise lives in Eastern On-
tario with his husband Trevor, their two
sons Noah & Meo, and their two yellow
labs. Gary attended the Royal Military
College of Canada and served in the
Royal Canadian Navy before becoming
a high school physics teacher, and part
time Ghostwriter. Gary finds time to write
during those odd moments between life:
at 4:30 in the morning, on long road-trips
with the kids, while back-country camp-
ing, and when he should be doing his
share of the chores.

Photos courtesy of Brian Rosenberg

At Bush, students in grades K-12 are challenged to
develop their own great minds. Every day, we nurture
our students’ innate curiosity and ambition as they are
introduced to new ideas, shown varied perspectives,
and empowered to ask bold questions. Bush prepares
students to become confident intellectual explorers

THE

BJS- d
SCHOOL

Experience Education

Join us for an Open House to get
to know our community this fall.
Learn more and register at:
bush.edu/admissions/events

3R E

Celebrating
60 years
in Center City!

Accredited
School

School Day & All Day Montessori
Toddler | Preschool | Kindergarten | Elementary
Montessori & Me Infant/Toddler playgroups
Parent Education Series

Schedule a tour!
EE
x]

Ok o

www.bush.edu/admissions/events

https://gtms.org/
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et i ' -+ Financi
Intentionally different . Em ancial

Financial clarity. Built for you.

V 7 college prep | Love builds families.
' | Planning protects them.

From surrogacy or adoption to college and beyond,
E+ Financial helps LGBTQ+ parents navigate the
real cost of building a family—with clarity,
confidence, and care.

Talk to us to
help you plan
for your growing
family’'s needs.

Founded by and for

the the LGBTQ+ community. 4
| | | J Mark Joslyn is a Registered Representative and Investment Adviser Representative of/ and offers securities and
= Lo investment advisory services solely through Equity Services, Inc. (ESI), Member FINRA/SIPC, 1 N. Franklin St.,
. : Suite 3450, Chicago, IL 60606, 312-236-2500. In CO, MO, NH and W, ESI operates as Vermont Equity Services, Inc.

GI'G’feld.OZ'g 215.242.5 Empowered Plus is independent of ESI. TC8867677(0426)1

iEN EBI

VALORAMOS Y T‘
CELEBRAMOS Escuela Y Bilingiie
A TODA NUESTRA Internacional
COMUNIDAD!

A Big World in a Small Quaker School

A nurturing learning community for Pre-K to 5th grade,
PMFS honors the precious time of childhood
and creates compassionate and engaged global
citizens by embracing diversity of all kinds and
developing critical and creative thinkers.

Dynamic Learning
in two languages,
changing how children think,
and who they become.

Schedule a tour, o, PK—Grade 8
apply, or get in IB World School

] touch. We'd love to &\ Spanish/English
d hear from you! "R Immersion

www.ebinternacional.org | admissions@ebinternacional.org | 510.653.3324

www.ebinternacional.org www.pmfs1780.org
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Proof That You Don’t Have to Pause
Travel After a Baby: We Took our
6-Month-Old to Spain...And Survived
(Actually Thrived)

From Light Packing with Carry-Ons to
Full Family Logistics with Dual Strollers/Car Seats

By Brittney and Simone Sims

I goes without saying that prepping for your first vacation with

a baby is a cocktail of emotions, equal parts excitement and
anxiety. The pendulum between “overly excited new parent” and “ball
of nerves new parent” was swinging rapidly in the weeks leading up to
this trip.

Nonetheless, this is something we planned, prayed about, and ex-
ecuted. While no future trip will ever be our first, we’ll always lean on
this experience as proof that we can do hard, slightly scary things as
parents and succeed.

Now, if you’re new here, we're not new to international travel. We've
had our fair share of travel woes, like being stranded in Norway en
route home from Rome, or missing flights to Brazil and still going after
repurchasing tickets the next day. Every hiccup taught us something.
With each unplanned circumstance, we tightened up our travel process
before the next.

PS-8TH GRADE | INDEPENDENT SCHOOL | WEST SEATTLE, WA

JOYFUL L corning
v

westsideschool.org/applying WESTS IDE

SCHEDULE A TOUR

The Sims family in Barcelona.

Saint Ann’s exists
to nurture the
wonder of children.

Here, every subject is an art
and every child is an artist.

Co-ed | No Grades | Pre-K-12

Curious to learn more? [BESD

Visit saintannsny.org

SAINT ANN’S ScHOOL

www.westsideschool.org/applying

www.saintannsny.org
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beginning of conditioning him to a lifestyle of travel, some-
Missed Flights & Still Made It-Rio 2023 thing we prioritize deeply as a family of three.
So we did it.

But this time was different be- f
cause it was our first time travel- |
ing with our six-month-old, whose
half-birthday we actually celebrat-
ed in Spain. So naturally, this ex-
perience came with a completely
different set of concerns:

We did the thing.

We did the thing most Black
elders might’'ve discouraged, tak-
%/ ing that young baby on a long
@ flight to a faraway land where we
“don’t know anybody” lol.

And guess what?

. Would he sleep through = We had the time of our lives.
most, or any, of the flight? “9¢ Without a doubt, we would AB-
. Would he tolerate the air | SOLUTELY do it again, and we’d
pressure changes? encourage new parents to dismiss

. Would the time difference g fcar and do the same.
derail the sleep schedule we had S~
just worked so hard to establish? ; {

. Would we actually be able
to enjoy ourselves while managing
all of the above?

After running through every B

Why We Chose Barcelona for
Our First Family Vacation

A lot of people have asked
how we chose the location for our
first international trip with an in-

“what if” imaginable, we decided Above, diapers in a store in Barcelona. fant. The decision was intentional.
that taking our first child on his first Next page, baby food. 1. Familiarity Was Non-Ne-
flight to one of our favorite coun- gotiable

tries was more than worth it. We wanted to visit a city we already knew and loved.

Even though he won’t remember it, he’ll always have There’s comfort in understanding the layout, the culture,
the photos and videos. And more importantly, this was the and how to move around, especially when adding a six-

Angeline Acain with her family in 1998

Angeline Acain first published Gay Parent Magazine in 1998. Recently she
launched a new personal blog titled, My life and letting go. Part memoir,

\ ! v . a Angeline blogs from the perspective of being a young queer woman of color

/ A A BN L ¥ living in New York City in the 1980s. She also blogs about life in Hawaii where

X o — - she was born and raised as well as her current life of

Klndergarten Play Day and Campus Tour living in New York City as an empty nester. ® :‘Qg#
<A
..

Saturday, October 17th at 10am My life and letting go is a reader supported blog. i'z
Subscribe for free and have it emailed to you, :

BL | E ROC B SCHOOL scan my QR code, or read on the app at,
https:Jfangelineacain.substack.com/
AND FOREST PLAY SUMMER PROGRAM
Independent K-8 serving the Lower Hudson Valley

@

d

www.bluerockschool.org https://angelineacain.substack.com
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https://thesimsirl.substack.com/p/sunnier-days-and-samba-nights-in

month-old to the equation. Familiarity minimizes stress
and maximizes confidence.

Barcelona Blog: Our 1st Trip, Aug 2023

2. Stroller & Walkability Matters

Our son is stroller-dependent,
so walkability was key. Smooth
and wide sidewalks, accessible =
public spaces, and easy naviga- ||
tion were priorities. Convenience [*
hits different when you’re traveling
as new parents. .

3. A Baby-Friendly Culture

We wanted a place where chil- i
dren are genuinely welcomed, not |
tolerated. Somewhere fine-dining
restaurants and luxe hotels not §
only allow babies but thoughtful-
ly accommodate them. We didn’t §
want to shrink our experience just |-
because we’re in a new season of s
parenthood. '

The Obvious Choice
Based on all of that, Barcelona was the clear winner.
Beauty, walkability, culture, and a genuine love for
family life.
It checked every box.

Recommendations for Traveling Internationally with a

Baby

. Book the bassinet row in advance for both (long)
legs of the trip.

. Prepay for checked luggage. (You'll need it LOL)
. Research airport parking garages ahead of time
SO you can properly plan your arrival.

. Arrive four hours early instead of the recommend-

ed three — everything takes longer with a baby, and it’s
important to make sure they’re fed and settled before
boarding. (Feed two hours before boarding, then follow
up with bottle number three during takeoff to help prevent
ear popping. This worked for us, and he fell asleep for a
three- to four-hour stretch immediately after bottle #3.)

. Invest in TSA PreCheck or Global Entry. If you
plan to travel internationally with kids, this is a game-chang-
er. Shorter security lines departing and smoother re-entry
into the U.S. make a huge difference when you’re manag-
ing bottles, strollers, and an overtired baby. Anything that
minimizes airport wait time is worth it.

. Book evening flights aligned with your baby’s
sleep schedule. We intentionally chose flights that coin-
cided with bedtime to encourage longer sleep stretches
in the air. It helped reduce overstimulation, crash-outs,
and mid-flight meltdowns. When possible, let their natural
rhythm work in your favor.

. Research nearby pharmacies and grocery
stores near the Hotel/AirBnB before arriving, so you
don’t feel pressured to pack everything. (This was espe-

cially helpful in Europe — we purchased most diapers and
formula upon arrival and only traveled with flight essen-
tials.)
. Request the Hotel Crib in advance.
~+ Don’t over-plan. Stick to one/

" two activities per day and manage
expectations around time changes
and adaptability.
+ Plan nothing for Day One. Give
yourselves time to adjust (Especial-
ly if there’s a time difference).

| Highlights
. Dusting Off That “First Flight
with a Baby” Anxiety
d You can read every travel
¥ blog in the world, but nothing pre-
3 pares you for boarding that plane
with your six-month-old. We did it,
% nerves and all, and it felt truly em-
B powering on the other side.

A Much-Needed Reset
A full week unplugged from the
suffocating American political climate and hustle culture
was necessary. Space to breathe. Space to reset. That
alone made the trip worth it.

Seeing One of Our Favorite Cities Through a New
Lens

Exploring Barcelona with our baby felt softer. Slower.
More intentional. We noticed the stroller accessibility, the
accommodations, and how seamlessly babies are woven
into daily life. Experiencing it as new parents impressed us
all over again.

Living Out a Vision We Spoke Years Ago

Fun fact: When we visited Barcelona for Simone’s
30th birthday 2.5 years ago, we stayed at the same hotel,
in the exact same suite. | remember sitting there, noticing
how welcoming a five-star property was to babies, chil-
dren, and even pets. We looked at each other and said:

“When the time comes, this will be our first family va-
cation.”

To return — now with our son — and live that vision
out?

Full circle doesn’t even begin to cover it.

The Takeaway: Do The MF Thing

There will NEVER be another first SIMS vacation as a
family of three.

And because of that, the memories we made on this
trip, and the liberation that came from actually executing
it, are things we’ll hold onto for a long time. More than
that, we’re building on the momentum and knowledge we
gained and carrying it into every future family adventure.

This trip wasn’t just about stamps in a passport. It was
about proving to ourselves that we can evolve, stretch,
and still live FULLY in a new season of life.

So we want to end this blog with a challenge...
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The Sims family in Barcelona.



Brittney and Simone’s child traveling on a plane.

Do the thing!

Do the thing you’ve been thinking about but are scared to pursue. Nurture
the uncommon or untraditional interest that’s been sitting in the back of your
mind for years.

Live bravely and intentionally, because we only get ONE life.

Time is going to pass regardless. The real question is whether you want
to reach the end of this journey with a mind full of regrets or a vault full of un-
forgettable memories.

Big 2026 energy: Do the MF thing.

As Always—
With love,
Brittney & Simone Sims ¥

Brittney and Simone Sims are a married (4+ years) couple living in the DMV,
now raising their 8-month-old son. Brittney is a primary care medical provider
at an LGBTQ+ affirming Federally Qualified Health Center, and Simone is
an interior designer and nail artist. Their platform, The Sims IRL, is a real-life
journal centered on marriage, motherhood, travel, and personal growth — cre-
ated as an LGBTQIA+ affirming, inclusive, and safe space. It's where honest
reflections meet evolving seasons, documenting life as it unfolds in real time.
Follow along: @simsbrittneyr and @s.ellesims on IG, TheSIMSIRL on Sub-
stack and YouTube.

Photos courtesy of Brittney Sims
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Our Family Coalition supports LGBTQ+ parents and caregivers,
as well as prospective parents looking to start a family, by
providing hundreds ofprograms, groups, and trainings each year
that build community, strengthen family resilience, and ensure
our schools and laws are inclusive of all our families -
in the San Francisco Bay Area and beyond.

Join us!

playgroups  speakers bureau
support groups  legislative advocacy
educational workshops  media visibility campaigns
LGBTQ Pride Family Gardens  trainings in inclusive education
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