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F RIENDS SCHOOL 

Social justice, diversity, 
equity and inclusion 
central to community. 

SEL (Social & Emotional 
Learning) integrated into 
programming; Director of 
Community Wellness and 
Programming and full-time 
school counselors support 
students in and outside 
the classroom. 

Join our Virtual Open Houses 
April 2 & 23 at 10 AM 

Scan to Learn 
More About 
Oakwood 
Friends and 
Upcoming 
Events 

Oakwood Friends School, 22 Spackenkill Rd., Poughkeepsie, NY 12603 
admissions@oakwoodfriends.org · 845-462-4200 

www.oakwoodfriends.org
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5 WCS Parks. 4 NYC Boroughs.
Unlimited Summer Fun!

Discover immersive summer camp programs with 
hands-on learning at our zoos and aquarium.     

Get started today to make memories all summer!

wcs.education/camps

REGISTER 
ONLINE 

edu@wcs.org

Any questions?
(800) 433-4149

BRONX 
ZOO

QUEENS
ZOO

NEW YORK
AQUARIUM

PROSPECT
PARK ZOO

CENTRAL  
PARK ZOO

www.wcs.education/camps
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THAT'S WHERE RAINBOW FAMILIES COMES IN

ACROSS THE COUNTRY, LGBTQ+ FAMILIES FACE MOUNTING
CONCERNS OVER LEGAL RIGHTS TO FAMILYHOOD AND MORE
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EMAIL & SOCIAL MEDIA

We love to hear from you. Send us your photos and comments by email at gayparentmag@gmail.com or through our 
Facebook page at, www.facebook.com/gay.parent.magazine.

CORRECTIONS: In our last issue, in the directory, the correct location for the Gow School is New York. Also, in the article about Adam Swain Ferguson, Veronica Stanley-Hooper 
illustrated the book, Love Without Wings--An Adoption Fairytale; in the same article, the reference to  Macedonian should have been Mabinogian. We apologize for these errors.

www.eb.org/admissions www.cgcvt.org
Starksboro, Vermont |  www.cgcvt.org | 802-453-2592

FAMILY 

Week-long sessions in July & August

CAMP
in Vermont

CAMP COMMON GROUNDCAMP COMMON GROUND

www.campclio.org https://bit.ly/3fJKFV8 or www.bennettday.org

Family photo share 
from Meredith FantFamily photo share 

from Kadi Kidd
Family photo share 
from Erick Michael
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• Small class size   
• Rigorous and comprehensive curricula

• Specialized instruction including Orton Gillingham reading 
and Judith Hochman Basic Writing Skills programs

• Rich arts, athletics, and extracurricular programs

Apply today: www.marymcdowell.org
Contact Admissions: admissions@mmfsnyc.org

K-12 college preparatory Quaker school dedicated to 
the success of students with learning disabilities 

MARY McDOW ELL 
FRIENDS SCHOOL
Revealing Brilliance in Every Student

We empower 
our students 

to be 
engaged 

learners and 
confident 

self-advocates.

www.marymcdowell.org

Family Building Through Donors and Surrogacy

Welcome to our 24th annual issue highlighting family building through assisted reproduction. The following is a list 
of LGBTQ friendly businesses that can assist you in growing your family. 

All Families Surrogacy, LLC
877-769-9985
www.allfamiliessurrogacy.com
See their ad on page 45

Allison-McCloskey 
Escrow Company
619-583-5110
www.allisonmccloskey.com
See their ad on page 37

Babies Made With Love
818-839-3585 West Coast
617-681-8418 East Coast
www.babiesmadewithlove.com
See their ad on page 64

Beverly Hills Egg Donation
310-279-5272 
www.bhed.com
See their ad on page 19

The Center for Reproductive 
Medicine and Fertility
Dr. Louis Manara
856-767-0009 
www.louismanara.com
See their ad on page 22

Center for Advanced Reproductive 
Services
844-467-3483 (844 HOPEIVF)
860-525-8283 Hartford
877-860-8044 New London
203-481-1707 Branford
www.uconnfertility.com
See their ad on page 51

Cryobio
614-451-4375 
www.cryobio.com
See their ad on page 5

CryoGam Colorado
970-667-9901 
www.cryogam.com
See their ad on page 23

Family Formers
561-515-7744
www.familyformers.com 
or https://bit.ly/3lh4KVs
See their ad on page 56

Family Source Consultants
800-372-0529
www.familysourceconsultants.com
See their ad on page 15

Giampolo Law Group
215-645-2415
www.lawyer.lgbt
See their ad on page 63
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www.crowdenschool.org

www.rpms.org

Media-Providence

Friends School
Summer Friends Camp

Ages 3 - 10

mpfs.org/camp
MEANINGFUL LEARNING ,  Purpose fu l  L i f e

www.mpfs.org/camp

The Law Office 
of Erin C. O’Kane, Esq.
858-391-6589
www.lawofficeerinokane.com
See their ad on page 51

Pacific In Vitro 
Fertilization Institute
808-946-2226 / 866-944-0440 
www.pacificinvitro.com
See their ad on page 36

Reproductive Medicine Associates 
of Michigan
248-619-3100 
www.rmami.com
See their ad on page 26

Reproductive Science Center 
of New Jersey
732-918-2500 
www.fertilitynj.com
See their ad on page 24

Trox Law
213-840-0466
www.troxlaw.com
See their ad on page 63

University Reproductive 
Associates
201-288-6330 
www.uranj.com
See their ad on page 26

The Valley Hospital Fertility Center
201-634-5400 or 1-800-VALLEY1
www.valleyhealth.com/fertility
See their ad on page 2

▼
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www.campsettoga.orgwww.lansdownefriendsschool.org

24th Annual LGBTQ-friendly Camps for Kids Listing

School will be over before you know it so it’s time to think about plans for the summer. Each year our January-February and March-April issues  publish a 
list of LGBTQ friendly camps and summer day programs that advertise in this issue. Listed are camps offering, theater, performing arts, international travel 

and a few specifically for genderqueer or nonbinary youth and families in the LGBT community. Also listed are independent schools, some offering summer 
programs. The camps and schools are located in Arizona, California, Colorado, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Ten-
nessee, Texas, Vermont, Virginia, and Washington. Please note, links listed are for reference only, use the links beneath their ad to be directed to their website.

OVERNIGHT/DAY 
CAMPS/CLASSES 

INTERNATIONAL 
TRAVEL

BBYO Passport Summer
202-537-8091 
(Washington DC)
www.bbyopassport.org
see ad on page 57

ARIZONA

Camp Quest Arizona
602-492-5836
www.campquestaz.org
see ad on page 43

CALIFORNIA

Camp Quest West: 
NorCal and SoCal
510-679-CAMP (2267)

www.campquestwest.org
see ad on page 43

Camp Winnarainbow
510-525-4304
www.campwinnarainbow.
org
see ad on page 59

URJ Camp Newman
415-392-7080
https://campnewman.org
see ad on page 17

YMCA Camp 
Loma Mar
650-879-0223
www.camplomamar.org
see ad on page 19

COLORADO

Camp Quest Colorado
540-324-9088

www.campquestcolorado.
org
see ad on page 43

CONNECTICUT

Camp Clio
984-439-2308
www.campclio.org
see ad on page 11

Camp Dunnabeck
845-373-2002
www.dunnabeck.org
see ad on page 29

Camp Sloane YMCA
860-435-2557
www.campsloane.org
see ad on page 51

ESF Camps
800-529-2267
www.esfcamps.com

see ad on page 48

Silver Lake Camp 
& Retreat Center
860-364-5526
www.silverlakect.org
see ad on page 33

FLORIDA

CampOUT
720-515-0792
www.campoutflorida.com
see ad on page 58

ESF Camps
800-529-2267
www.esfcamps.com
see ad on page 48

ILLINOIS

YMCA Camp Benson
815-244-8722
https://srfymca.org/
ymca-camp-benson
see ad on page 33

YMCA Camp Duncan
847-546-8086
www.ymcacampduncan.
org
see ad on page 47

IOWA

Camp Quest North: 
Minnesota and Iowa
540-324-9088
www.campquestnorth.org
see ad on page 43

MARYLAND

Calleva
301-216-1248
www.calleva.org
see ad on page 53

ESF Camps
800-529-2267
www.esfcamps.com
see ad on page 48

MASSACHUSETTS

Camp Pembroke, 
the Cohen Camp 
for girls
781-489-2070
www.camppembroke.org
see ad on page 50
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The Story School
781-214-1174
www.thestoryschool.org
see ad on page 19

MICHIGAN

Camp Quest 
Michigan
540-324-9088
www.michigancampquest.
org
see ad on page 43

MINNESOTA

Camp Quest North: 
Minnesota and Iowa
540-324-9088
www.campquestnorth.org
see ad on page 43

MISSOURI

Camp Quest 
Kansas City
913-890-3843 or 816-699-
5463
www.campquestkc.com
see ad on page 43

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Camp Hawkeye
781-315-1297
www.camphawkeye.com
see ad on page 18

Camp Tel Noar, 
a Cohen Camp
781-489-2070
www.camptelnoar.org
see ad on page 50

Camp Tevya, 
a Cohen Camp
781-489-2070
www.camptevya.org
see ad on page 50

Granite YMCA 
Camp Foss for Girls
603-232-8642
www.campfoss.org
see ad on page 53

Granite YMCA 
Camp Mi-Te-Na 
for Boys
603-232-8642
www.campmitena.org
see ad on page 53

NEW JERSEY

Appel Farm 
Arts Camp
856-358-6881
www.appelfarmartscamp.
org
see ad on page 51

BOLD Arts
908-247-6623
www.bold-arts.com
see ad on page 33

Brightest Star School 
of Performing Arts
973-829-1973
www.brighteststarschoolof-
performingarts.com
see ad on page 61

ESF Camps
800-529-2267
www.esfcamps.com
see ad on page 48

Fairview Lake YMCA
973-383-9282
www.fairviewlakeymca.org
see ad on page 40

YMCA Camp Mason
908-362-8217
www.campmason.org
see ad on page 22

NEW MEXICO 
(& SOUTHWEST)

Cottonwood Gulch 
Expeditions
505-248-0563
www.cottonwoodgulch.org
see ad on page 64

NEW YORK

Atlantic Acting School
212-691-5919
www.atlanticactingschool.
org
see ad on page 35

BOLD Arts
908-247-6623
www.bold-arts.com
see ad on page 33

Camp Shomria
201-774-5573
www.campshomria.org
see ad on page 24

Challenge Camp
914-779-6024
www.challengecamps.com
see ad on page 61

ESF Camps
800-529-2267
www.esfcamps.com
see ad on page 48

Frost Valley YMCA
845-985-2291
www.frostvalley.org
see ad on page 25

JCC Manhattan /
 Camp Settoga
646-505-4430
www.campsettoga.org
see ad on page 14

Riverside Park 
Conservancy 
Multi Sports Camp
212-870-3070
www.riversideparknyc.org/
sportscamp
see ads on pages 38 
and 39

Surprise Lake Camp
845-265-3616
www.surpriselake.org
see ad on page 27

Wayfinder Experience
845-481-0776
www.wayfinderexperience.
com
see ad on page 61

Wildlife Conservation 
Society 
800-433-4149
www.wcs.education/camps
see ad on page 8

YMCA Camp Cory
585-325-2889
www.campcory.org
see ad on page 49

OHIO

Camp Quest Ohio
513-601-9701
www.campquestohio.org
see ad on page 43

OKLAHOMA

Camp Quest 
Oklahoma
540-324-9088
www.campquestoklaho-
ma.org
see ad on page 43

PENNSYLVANIA

Brightest Star School 
of Performing Arts
973-829-1973
www.brighteststarschoolof-
performingarts.com
see ad on page 61

Camp IHC
914-345-2155
www.campihc.com
see ad on page 31

ESF Camps
800-529-2267
www.esfcamps.com
see ad on page 48

TENNESSEE

Camp Quest 
Smoky Mountains
202-567-7667
www.cqsmokymountains.
org
see ad on page 43

www.familysourceconsultants.com
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TEXAS

Camp Quest Texas
540-324-9088
www.campquesttexas.org
see ad on page 43

VERMONT

Camp Common Ground
802-453-2592
www.cgcvt.org
see ad on page 11

VIRGINIA

Calleva VA
703-828-7256
www.calleva.org
see ad on page 53

Camp Quest Mid-
Atlantic: Chesapeake
540-324-9088
www.campquestchesa-
peake.org
see ad on page 43

WASHINGTON

Camp Quest Northwest: 
Washington
540-324-9088
www.campquestnorthwest.
org
see ad on page 43

URJ Camp Kalsman
425-284-4484
www.campkalsman.org
see ad on page 17

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
SUMMER PROGRAMS / 
DAY CAMP /EARLY 
EDUCATION 
PROGRAMS

ARIZONA

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

CALIFORNIA

BASIS Independent
510-573-3435 
TK-5th grade
510-738-6003
6th-12th grade
https://bit.ly/3IV1KYt 
see ad on page 41

Bentley School
510-843-2512 – K - 8
925-283-2101 – 9 - 12
www.bentleyschool.org
see ad on page 40

Brentwood School
310-471-1041, K - 6
310-476-9633, 7 - 12
www.bwscampus.com
see ad on page 26

The Center for 
Early Education/
Summer at the Center
323-651-0707
www.centerforearlyeduca-
tion.org/summer
see ad on page 31

Cow Hollow School
415-921-2328
www.cowhollowschool.org
see ad on page 31

Crestview Preparatory 
School
818-952-0925
www.crestviewprep.org
see ad on page 19

The Crowden School
510-559-6910
www.crowden.org
see ad on page 13

Ecole Bilingue 
de Berkeley
510-549-3867
www.eb.org
see ad on page 11

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

The Harker School 
Summer
408-553-5736
Summer.harker.org
see ad on page 3

Park Century School
310-840-0500
www.parkcenturyschool.
org
see ad on page 55

Prospect Sierra School
510-809-9036 – 
Elementary
510-809-9000 – 
Middle School
www.prospectsierra.org
see ad on page 10

Sacramento Country 
Day School/
Camp Cavalier
916-481-8811
www.saccds.org/coun-
try-day-summer
see ad on page 40

Shu Ren 
International School
510-841-8899 Berkeley
408-508-6259 San Jose
www.shurenschool.org
see ad on page 7

Summer at 
Stratford School
408-973-7320
www.stratfordschools.com/
summer
see ad on page 37

Valley Montessori School
925-455-8021
www.valleymontessori-
school.com
see ad on page 55

Westside 
Neighborhood School
310-574-8650
www.wns-la.org
see ad on page 43

Winston Preparatory 
School
415-993-5533 – 
Marin County
415-766-2395 – 
Transitions SF
www.winstonprep.edu
see ad on page 17

COLORADO

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

CONNECTICUT

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

Winston Preparatory 
School
203-229-0465
www.winstonprep.edu
see ad on page 17

DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

National 
Presbyterian School
202-537-7500
www.nps-dc.org
see ad on page 54
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https://campnewman.org  and  www.campkalsman.org
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2 Week Sessio
ns

2 Week Sessio
ns 4 Week Sessions

4 Week Sessions 6 Week Sessio
n

6 Week Sessio
n 8 Week Session

8 Week Session

Call Call 
JessJess

781-315-1297781-315-1297
Sleep away camp ages 7-17Sleep away camp ages 7-17
Located in Charlestown, NHLocated in Charlestown, NH
Make Friends! Have Fun!Make Friends! Have Fun!
Find Adventure! Be Safe!Find Adventure! Be Safe!

CampHawkeye.comCampHawkeye.com
Jess@CampHawkeye.comJess@CampHawkeye.com

CH_CommunityCH_Community

Camp HawkeyeCamp Hawkeye

www.camphawkeye.com

School for Friends
202-328-1789
www.schoolforfriends.org
see ad on page 59

FLORIDA

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

GEORGIA

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

ILLINOIS

The Ancona School
773-924-2356
www.anconaschool.org
see ad on page 54

Baker Demonstration 
School
847-425-5800
www.bakerdemschool.org
see ad on page 60

Bennett Day School
312-236-6388
www.bennettday.org
see ad on page 11

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

Rogers Park 
Montessori School
773-271-1700
www.rpms.org
see ad on page 13

IOWA

Scattergood 
Friends School
319-519-1860
www.scattergood.org
see ad on page 28

MARYLAND

Barrie School
301-576-2800
www.barrie.org
see ad on page 47

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

Norwood School
301-841-2130
www.norwoodschool.org
see ad on page 34

MASSACHUSETTS

Applewild School
978-342-6053
www.applewild.org
see ad on page 57

Bard College 
at Simon’s Rock
413-644-4400
www.simons-rock.edu
see ad on page 42

Cambridge 
Friends School
617-354-3880
www.cambridgefriendss-
chool.org
see ad on page 10

Charles River School 
Summer
508-785-0068
www.charlesriverschool.
org/crs-summer
see ad on page 32

Dedham Country 
Day School
781-329-0850
www.dedhamcountryday.
org
see ad on page 40

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm

see ad on page 30

Riverbend School
508-655-7333
www.riverbendschool.org
see ad on page 19

Waldorf School 
of Lexington
781-863-1062
www.thewaldorfschool.org
see ad on page 57

MINNESOTA

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

NEW JERSEY

The Elisabeth 
Morrow School
201-568-5566
www.elisabethmorrow.org
see ad on page 31

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

Winston Preparatory 
School
973-500-6480

www.winstonprep.edu
see ad on page 17

NEW YORK

BASIS Independent 
Brooklyn
917-473-1615
https://bit.ly/3IV1KYt 
see ad on page 41

BASIS Independent 
Manhattan
347-305-4960
https://bit.ly/3IV1KYt 
see ad on page 41

Battery Park 
Montessori
212-235-2320
www.greenivysummer-
camp.com or
www.batteryparkmontes-
sori.com 
see ad on page 6

Ethical Culture 
Fieldston School
718-329-7341
www.ecfs.org
see ad on page 13

The First 
Presbyterian Church 
Nursery School
212-691-3432
www.fpcns.org
see ad on page 58

French-American School 
of New York
914-240-0401
www.fasny.org
see ad on page 21

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

Garden School
718-335-6363
www.gardenschool.org
see ad on page 20

The Gow School 
Summer Program
716-687-2001
www.gow.org/summer-pro-
grams
see ad on page 27

Greene Hill School
718-230-3608
https://greenehillschool.org
see ad on page 60

Green Meadow 
Waldorf School
845-356-2514
www.gmws.org
see ad on page 29
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Hackley School
914-366-2642
www.hackleyschool.org
see ad on page 62

The IDEAL School 
of Manhattan
212-769-1699 x10105
www.theidealschool.org
see ad on page 30

The International 
Preschools
212-371-8604
www.ipsnyc.org

see ad on page 28

Mary McDowell Friends 
School
718-625-3939
www.marymcdowell.org
see ad on page 12

Oakwood Friends School
845-462-4200
www.oakwoodfriends.org
see ad on page 4

Pine Street School
212-235-2325

www.greenivysummer-
camp.com or
www.pinestreetschool.com
see ad on page 6

Pusteblume 
International 
Preschool
212-206-1137
www.pusteblumenyc.org
see ad on page 34

The Red Balloon 
Learning Center
212-663-9006

www.redballoonlearning-
center.org
see ad on page 57

Rodeph Sholom School
646-438-8600
www.rodephsholomschool.
org
see ad on page 32

Ross School Summer
631-907-5376
www.ross.org/summer
see ad on page 20

St. Hilda's & St. Hugh's
212-932-1980
www.sthildas.org
see ad on page 26

The Town School
212-288-6395
www.thetownschool.org
see ad on page 62

Third Street 
Preschool
212-777-3240
www.thirdstreetpreschool.
org

see ad on page 65

Wetherby-Pembridge 
School
646-213-3400
www.wetherby-pembridge.
org
see ad on page 44

Winston Preparatory 
School
212-496-8400 – NYC
646-869-4600 – Transi-
tions NYC
631-779-2400 – Long 

www.bhed.com

www.riverbendschool.org

www.thestoryschool.org

www.crestviewprep.org

www.camplomamar.org
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What are you doing this summer? 
ROSS SUMMER is built on the innovative, educational foundation of Ross School, providing  
a fun, exciting, and enriching summer experience for campers. Ross Summer provides the  
opportunity for families to create their ideal summer in the Hamptons.   
 
Early Childhood | Immersions | Sports | Ross Summer Term | Counselor in Training  
  
Register now! www.ross.org/summer  631-907-5376  summer@ross.org

www.gardenschool.org

Island
www.winstonprep.edu
see ad on page 17

York Prep
212-362-0400
www.yorkprep.org
see ad on page 16

NORTH CAROLINA

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

PENNSYLVANIA

Benchmark Camp
610-565-3741
www.benchmarkschool.org
see ad on page 44

Delaware Valley Friends 
School
610-640-4150
www.dvfriends.org
see ad on page 47

Friends’ Central School
610-649-7440 – Middle & 
Upper School
610-642-7575 – Lower 
School Campus
www.friendscentral.org
see ad on page 12

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

Lansdowne Friends 
School
610-623-2548
www.lansdownefriendss-
chool.org
see ad on page 14

Media-Providence 
Summer Friends Camp
610-565-1960
www.mpfs.org/camp
see ad on page 13

TENNESSEE

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

TEXAS

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

VIRGINIA

BASIS Independent 
McLean
703-854-1253
https://bit.ly/3IV1KYt 
see ad on page 41

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

St. Stephen’s and 
St. Agnes School
703-212-2705 – age 3 - 
5th grade
703-212-2706 – 6 - 12 
grade 
www.sssas.org
see ad on page 47

Westminster School 
Summer
703-256-3620
www.westminsterschool.
com
see ad on page 49

WASHINGTON

BASIS Independent 
Bellevue
425-229-1277
https://bit.ly/3IV1KYt 
see ad on page 41

Fusion Academy
855-551-6047
www.fusionacademy.com/
gpm
see ad on page 30

New Discovery School
206-447-2377
www.newdiscoveryschool.
org
see ad on page 24

Soundview School
425-778-8572
www.soundview.org
see ad on page 46

Westside School
206-932-2511
www.westsideschool.org
see ad on page 35

Whidbey Island 
Waldorf School
360-341-5686
www.wiws.org
see ad on page 46

Yellow Wood 
Academy
206-236-1095
www.yellowwoodacade-
my.org
see ad on page 33

▼
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C ottonwood Gulch Expedi-
tions is thrilled to introduce 

Quartz Trek (QT); our first expedition 
designed with a specific focus for 
genderqueer and nonbinary 14-16 
year olds. As we near our 100th birth-
day, CGE continues to be mindful and 
innovative when it comes to fostering 

connections between young people 
and the outdoors. As an early lead-
er in outdoor education, we’ve been 
running outdoor expeditions with a fo-
cus on inclusive access to adventure 
in the Southwest. Quartz Trek is an 
exciting addition to our programming, 
and we hope genderqueer/nonbinary 

youth will join us as we strive to cul-
tivate conscientious and respectful 
spaces for all youth to enjoy the 
outdoors. 

Why “Quartz” Trek? 
Quartz is one of the most 

abundant minerals in the world, 
and is prominently featured all 
across New Mexico and the South-
west. It is known for its adaptability 
and durability, bringing forth beau-
ty and functionality, and this trek is 
meant to provide a similarly versa-
tile space for genderqueer/nonbi-
nary 14-16 year olds. 5 weeks on 
a CGE trek is ample time to grow, 
adapt, self-discover and connect 
not only with other trekkers, but 
the people and places they’ll visit 
throughout the summer. 

“Wildness reminds us what it 
means to be human, what we are 

connected to rather than what we are 
separate from.” — Terry Tempest Wil-
liams

When participating in groups who 
share a key element of their identity, 
trekkers can encourage each other to 

ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

G o  B e y o n d  T h e  B i n a r y  w i t h  
Q u a r t z  T r e k ,  S u m m e r  2 0 2 3  
a t  C o t t o n w o o d  G u l c h  E x p e d i t i o n s  
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www.campmason.org

www.louismanara.com

SPECIALIZING IN
SMALL MIRACLES
WITH PERSONALIZED FERTILITY CARE

OFFERING THE LATEST IN
REPRODUCTIVE CARE IN A

warm & compassionate
ENVIRONMENT.

BOARD CERITIFIED IN
REPRODUCTIVE

ENDOCRINOLOGY & INFERTILITY

DR. LOUIS R. MANARA
“The only Doctor who is with you from

Consultation to Conception”

The Center for
Reproductive Medicine

& Fertility

www.louismanara.com
FOR AN APPT. CALL 856-767-0009

200A RT. 73 N., VOORHEES, NJ 08043
(ACROSS FROM VIRTUA)

•  Over 30 years experience
•  State of the Art Facility with
 IVF Lab on Premises
• IVF and all innovative new treatments
• Artificial Insemination
• Donor Egg Program
• Egg Freezing

•  Enjoy the comfort of knowing your
 doctor really knows you!

grow whilst identifying with each oth-
er in a foundational way. Quartz Trek 
will offer a transitional space for trek-
kers to experience more time in the 
field, and expand their understanding 
of the surrounding communities. Ask-
ing “How can I learn from this place, 
this experience, these people?” al-
lows this trek to focus on establishing 
healthy, harmonious relationships be-
tween trekkers and who/what they en-
counter. How do we give back to the 
places and people we learn from? QT 
strives to answer this question from 
their distinct perspectives by incor-
porating restoration work with orga-
nizational partners, leading activities 
for younger trekkers at Basecamp 
and listening to the communities they 
meet along the way. This trek links 
young people with intersecting identi-
ties and challenges them to recognize 
their roles and responsibilities to each 
other and themselves. 

Quartz Trek spends 5 weeks in 
the South-
west. Trek-
kers will go 
on two back-
packing trips, 
experience an 
in t roduct ion 
to mountain 
biking, partic-
ipate in resto-
ration projects through a Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge lens and take 
on leadership roles with younger trek-
kers. This trek incorporates more time 
in the backcountry than our introduc-
tory treks, prepping youth to comfort-
ably engage with outdoor living. QT 
trekkers walk away knowing how to 
set up camp, navigate with a map and 
compass, purify and filter water in the 
backcountry, pack a backpack, and 
have the opportunity to collaborate 
on different projects that peak their in-
terest. We sincerely hope you’ll con-
sider joining Cottonwood Gulch for a 
summer of life-changing experiences 
for youth and adults of all ages and 
identities. 

Trek on!
For more information visit 

www.cottonwoodgulch.org or call 
(505) 248-0563. ▼ 

Photo courtesy of Cottonwood Gulch Expeditions
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Oakwood Friends School - Enlightened Education
By Chad Cianfrani, Head of School

Follow the Hudson River 90 miles 
north of New York City and you 

will find Oakwood Friends School nes-
tled on a picturesque 60-acre campus 
in the Hudson Valley, offering both 
upper-school (grades 9-12) and low-
er-school (grades 5-8) programs, day 
and boarding.  Founded in 1796, Oak-
wood remains true to its founding prin-
ciples that students learn best within a 
diverse and inclusive community dedi-
cated to collaboration, social responsi-
bility, and highest academic standards. 

Sara Sandstrom is Oakwood’s Dean of 
Students and Residential Life. She relates that 
“after twelve years working professionally in 
Residence Life at the University of Illinois Urba-
na-Champaign and Smith College, I was pleased 
six years ago to have moved to the Dean of Stu-
dents and Residential Life role at Oakwood.  This 
community welcomed my family (including my 
wife, two children, and menagerie of pets) in a 
way that I could not have anticipated. I appreci-

ate the total inclusion that my family and I have 
felt at Oakwood, the visibility of same-sex par-
ents and faculty, and the welcoming environment 
for our trans and LGBQ students, both boarding 
and day.” 

Oakwood graduates from around the coun-
try and the world continue their studies at leading 
colleges and universities, and professional lives 
in the full range of disciplines. The Oakwood 
community quickly builds trust as students are 

challenged to take academic risks and 
push themselves outside their comfort 
zones. When the athlete discovers the 
joys of ceramics, the artist dives into a 
course on fractal geometry, or the pianist 
codes their first video game, Oakwood 
students are engaged in true learning.

The diversity of Oakwood's class-
rooms and educational approach reflects 
a multi-cultural world and helps prepare 
students for the rapidly evolving spaces 
they will be entering after high school and 
college. Today’s students will need to ad-

dress complex local, national, and global issues, 
in the workplace and their lives.  Actively engag-
ing in a shared “search for truth,” Oakwood mod-
els deep listening, respect for competing view-
points, and active participation in society.

Rooted in the Quaker values of equality, 
peace, community, integrity, service and stew-
ardship, Oakwood students learn through inqui-
ry, reflection and action.  Beginning in the 6th 
grade, young citizen scientists may find them-
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www.fertilitynj.com

DR. WILLIAM F. ZIEGLER | DR. ALAN M. MARTINEZ
EATONTOWN • TOMS RIVER • LAWRENCEVILLE

732-918-2500 l FERTILITYNJ.COM

Reproductive Science Center of NJ

Helping Small Miracles Happen

The Reproductive Science Center of NJ is a leading provider of advanced reproductive technologies. Our 
center  combines a commitment to compassionate care with a cutting –edge fertility program.  We believe 
that everyone should have the opportunity to be a parent and a treatment plan can be customized to fit his 
or her unique situation. We believe that the most important quality a fertility clinic can o�er is genuine 
concern and understanding for you and your emotional needs. Our experienced doctors, nurses, and sta� 
fully understand the emotional and medical challenges that confront prospective parents. We strive to 
make all patients feel calm, comfortable and confident throughout their entire course of treatment.  
RSCNJ has 3 convenient locations within Central NJ o�ering free phone consultations and free second 
opinions by phone, along with evening and weekend hours.

• COMPREHENSIVE FERTILITY CARE • INTRAUTERINE INSEMINATION (IUI)
• IN VITRO FERTILIZATION (IVF) • RECIPROCAL IVF • PREIMPLANTATION GENETIC TESTING

• DONOR EGG • DONOR SPERM • GESTATIONAL CARRIER (SURROGATE)

Every Child Deserves a Home
•Fostercare Adoption Services  

   
•Post Adoption Supports 

•Independent Living                      

•Heritage & Search Services

We are fully committed to 
equality in adoption

804.353.0191

Follow us @chsvirginia

www.chsva.org

www.chsva.org

www.newdiscoveryschool.org

www.campshomria.org

PLAY. ARTS.
SOCIAL LEARNING.
COMMUNITY. JOY

A Seattle based preschool for children age 3-5
Tours begin in October

www.newdiscoveryschool.org

selves waist deep in the Hudson River tracking 
eel migration on a Tuesday, and volunteering at 
local food banks on a Thursday. When they are 
working in the four-season greenhouse as part of 
the science curriculum, students tie-in topics of 
food scarcity, local production and the econom-
ic impact on Hudson Valley migrant farmers. In 
the High School, many juniors and seniors work 
one-on-one with teaching mentors through a 
Global Affairs Certificate Program, while others 
participate in the United Nations Human Rights 
Internship Program. Two recent graduates, who 
are currently pursuing advanced degrees in en-

gineering from Stanford and MIT, point toward 
the relationships with faculty and the breadth of 
courses, outside of the sciences, which sparked 
their curiosity for learning.  Regardless of the 
courses chosen or individual paths taken, every 
student is challenged to put their learning in mo-
tion and lead lives of consequence and meaning.

Concludes Dean Sandstrom: “I have con-
tinually been impressed by the work done at 
Oakwood to support all students and faculty, in-
cluding our active GSA, trans-inclusive housing 
policies, and participation in the local LGBTQ 
community.  As a Quaker school, we deeply em-

brace inclusion and activism, and our diverse 
student body represents that.  We work to sup-
port every student in their holistic growth on cam-
pus, and their families, through this life-forming 
journey.”

We look forward to welcoming you onto our 
55-acre campus in the beautiful Hudson Valley. 
Stop by in person, or take a  360o Campus Tour, 
https://bit.ly/3RQLn1D

Join our Virtual Open Houses on Sundays 
April 16th and April 23rd, at 10:00AM – details 
and RSVP at www.oakwoodfriends.org.
Photo courtesy Oakwood Friends School
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Explore Summer Reading with these Five Top Picks!
“One benefit of summer was that each day we had more light to read by.”

– Jeannette Walls, Author & Journalist

We know summertime can 
provide opportunities 

for kids to accelerate reading and ex-
perience the social-emotional impact of 
good literature and stories.  Research 
has shown that in a typical year, sum-
mer reading supports skill gains, and its 
absence leads to widening skill gaps. In 
addition, reading helps children discov-
er new favorite books, explore different 
genres to discover what kinds of books 
they like to read while staying on-track 
for the next school year.   

The selection of books we have 
curated are intentionally different from 
books children might read during the school year.  
Some are fanciful or fantasy (dogs that accompa-
ny their kid-owners to school, for example), most 
have pictures (illustrations and infographics, or 
graphic novels); and most can be read in short 
bursts, for example in the car or during thirty-min-
ute reading bursts – which work especially well in 

building capacity in reluctant readers. 

Grades Kindergarten to Second
The Rock from the Sky written 
and illustrated by Jon Klassen

A beautiful work of art with a hilarious sto-
ry to go with it by Caldecott winner Jon Klassen. 
This picture book will be read and re-read by your 

family, and each time the thoughts and 
discussion around the story will be dif-
ferent. Turtle and Armadillo leave one 
stone unturned when it falls from the 
sky, right in Turtle's favorite hangout 
spot. It's a good thing he meandered 
out of the way in time! This inspires 
their simple chats about the ev-
er-changing landscape, including the 
potential ominous cryptid creatures 
that might make their way into their 
environment. It’s not really possible to 
perfectly sum up a Klassen book – it's 
truly something one needs to experi-
ence to fully appreciate. 

 
Wild Symphony written by Dan Brown 
illustrated by Susan Batori

Davinci Code author Dan Brown brings us a 
book that has a code to crack throughout.  Chil-
dren and adults can enjoy this as a traditional 
read-along, or can choose continued on page 27
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“Access to an outstanding education should
not be limited to one socio-economic class
of children, or one race, learning style, or

family composition. The inclusive educational
community here at St. Hilda’s & St. Hugh’s
is transformative, not just for those of us

who are part of it but for everyone
whom we encounter.”

Board Chair, The Rev. Kathleen Liles

Upper West Side, New York City
www.sthildas.org

(212) 932-1980

BRENTWOOD SCHOOL
INSPIRES EVERY STUDENT TO:

Think critically and creatively.

Act ethically.

Shape a future with meaning.

Trust • Respect • Responsibility
Honesty • Caring • Diversity • Community 

(K-5) 12001 Sunset Blvd., 310.471.1041 
(6-12) 100 S. Barrington Pl., 310.476.9633 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90049

www.bwscampus.com
www.bwscampus.com

www.uranj.comwww.rmami.com

www.sthildas.org
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to listen to original musical compositions as they 
read – one for each animal – with a free interactive 
smartphone app. This book brings music, animals, 
instruments, and word searches all together. 

 
Grades Third to Fourth
Scientists Get Dressed 
written by Deborah Lee Rose

Have you ever wondered what kinds of 
clothing and personal equipment are needed for a 
volcanologist or a glaciologist? Eighteen different 
people are introduced with the gear they need to 
collect data for their scientific studies and protect 
themselves. In addition to briefly describing what 
they actually do as scientists there are lots of facts 
about the sorts of things they research. Colorful 
and packed with photographs, the book uses two 
fonts and types of information, one for younger 
readers and one with more information for older 
readers. 

 
Two Dogs in a Trenchcoat (series) 
written by Julie Falatko

Hilarious stories about dogs that wear clothes 
so they can attend school with their owners. Dog 
antics and adventures include starting a school 
club, going on a class trip, and even participating 
in a school play. 

 
Grades Fifth to Eighth
Me and the World: An Infographic Exploration 
written by Mireia Trius, Illustrated by Joana 
Casals

This fascinating book pairs visual literacy 
with data literacy, using colorful illustrations and 
infographics to present information in a way young 
readers will understand. The infographics focus on 
personal things like family structure, most popular 
names, living spaces, and breakfast foods in differ-
ent places in our world. It also looks more broadly 
at things like world population, city populations, 
traffic in cities, schools, and homework. There are 
more light hearted infographics too like most pop-
ular dog breeds, summer vacations, sports, and 
birthdays. The author found a way to make data 
and statistics fun! 

Whenever and wherever, reading can be 
an amazing activity to have some fun and bond 
with your child this summer.  Bring some sum-
mer-themed books with you to the beach or to the 
pool, cuddle up at home when it’s too hot outside, 
or explore with them in a favorite backyard hide-
out to jumpstart your summer reading adventure!

If you are interested in learning more about 
Stratford School, or scheduling a personalized 
tour, visit us online at www.stratfordschools.com. 
▼
Photo courtesy of Stratford Schools

Summer Reading continued from page 25
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A Ci t y  f o r  A l l :  De s e r t  Ho t  Sp r i ngs ,  Ca l i f o r n i a
By Deadra Albrecht-Frasch

J ames Nindel lives with his spouse in 
Desert Hot Springs, California in Coach-

ella Valley, and is trying to spread the word to 
other LGBTQ+ people on the benefits that Desert 
Hot Springs offers. In fact, James is so passion-
ate about Desert Hot Springs (further referred 
to as DHS), that he created a website in 2021 
known as www.gaydeserthotsprings.com. James 
moved to DHS in 2017 after he and his spouse 
retired from their careers in Washington, D.C. in 
2015. 

James said that “One main reason we 
moved to Desert Hot Springs (known as “DHS”) 
was because of the very large percentage of residents who live in the Coach-
ella Valley generally, and DHS specifically, who are members of the LGBTQ+ 
community.” He further explained that he and his spouse’s “move was sub-
stantially in response to the increasing attacks against our community by re-
publican politicians. I felt very fortunate to be able to move to California where 
the LGBTQ community enjoys strong social support and legal protections 
from the state, and is made to feel welcome.” It was that sense of community 
that James said “motivated me to find a way to share the benefits of living in 
[DHS]. I felt like I wanted to help people escape the hate that was becoming 
so prevalent in states like Florida and Texas.” He also made it clear that “Flor-

ida wanted us to leave. California invited us in. 
Desert Hot Springs made us feel welcome.”

James explained that he created www.
gaydeserthotspings.com in 2021 “as a way to 
introduce people to DHS and encourage them to 
move here. I wanted people to know that there are 
places where they don’t have to be afraid to say 
that they are gay or lesbian or trans. I wanted peo-
ple to know that they can feel comfortable here.” 
James designed the website himself and writes 
most of the content, though he does also post 
events and news articles that are relevant. James 
also incurs all costs associated with the website. 

James said his “goal is for there to be enough LGBTQ in my city that we can 
become a voting black, that we can decide local elections and influence City 
government.” He said that he’s already seen some success. James said “For 
instance, just a couple months ago our Mayor awarded the City’s first Proc-
lamation in Support of the LHBTQ Population of Desert Hot Springs. It was 
a first and it was a big deal because we are a small city. And, I am actively 
campaigning for reelection of our one gay City Council member, and several 
others who are supporters or friends of the LGBTQ community.” He said he 
feels pretty confident that most, if not all, will win. 

Gaydeserthotsprings.com offers a plethora of information and covers a 

Desert Hot Springs
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variety of topics. James’s topics including but not 
limited to a: Welcome, LGBTQ+ Friendly, Canna-
bis Capital, Health & Wellness Destination, Views 
and Hiking, Employment, Our Public Schools, City 
Parks, Weather, What’s New, a Gallery, Advertise-
ments, and Links & Resources. 

Patrons of the site can read about DHS’s gay 
friendly Mayor and City Council. The site further 
states that “Because of the openness of our City 
Government, gay residents of DHS can become 
actively involved in the future of their city. Gay res-
ident can have impact in DHS, and they do.” Mov-
ing onto Cannabis, James states that DHS “was 
the first city in Southern California to legalize med-
ical marijuana cultivation, and has become a des-
ert powerhouse for cannabis growers, developers 
and dispensaries, all of whom actively recruit and 
hire local residents”. The website further mentions 
that “Cannabis is one of the largest sources of tax 
revenue for our City Government…and is becom-
ing a major part of DHS’ economy.” Furthermore, 
“There are already 350,000 square feet of canna-
bis business in Desert Hot Springs, with as much 
as 350,0000 more forecasted to come online by 
2021-2022”.

There is also information on the website that 
discusses DHS’s commitment to become a world 
class health and wellness destination. It explains 
that DHS is famous for miracle waters, a unique 
desert ecosystem, amazing mountain views, 
and having a natural environment. James’ web-
site does mention that DHS is located along the 
San Andreas fault, and does experience “ground 
shakes” every now and then. It explains that those 
“ground shakes” provide ample hot water which 
helps that spa hotel industry in DHS. DHS currently 
has nineteen spa hotels including clothing-optional 
ones. DHS also has famous cold-water springs. 
The website states that in 2020, “DHS’ water was 
voted ‘Best Tasting Municipal Water in the World’ 
at the 30th Annual Berkeley Springs International 
Water Tasting, beating out over 100 waters submit-
ted from all over the world.”

If nature and hiking are your interests, then 
it’s also important to note that DHS is surround-
ed by both desert and mountains. James’ website 
talks about the hiking trails offered including the 
ability to hike to Joshua Tree National Park which 
is just a few minutes north and east of the city. 
Other hiking experiences listed include hiking to 
“the Sand to Snow National Monument or through 
the Big Morongo Canyon Preserve or the Mission 
Creek Preserve.” 

Employment opportunities are also a dis-
cussed topic on the website. James discusses 
that “the most common industries in the Coachella 
Valley are tourism, agriculture, construction ac-
commodation and food services…. the cannabis 

www.gmws.org

Waldorf students are creative, curious, confident, well-rounded people who 
make a difference in the world.

Committed to inclusivity, we welcome LGBTQ+ and gender-fluid families.

gmws.org
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We teach students to think for themselves.

www.dunnabeck.org
continued bottom of page 35
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At IDEAL, we believe that differentiated learning is the key to academic excellence.  
We offer a supportive environment where all children are valued and celebrated.

www.theidealschool.org
Join us for an open house or a personal tour. 

Call us at 212-769-1699 x10105 or email admissions@theidealschool.org 
for more information and virtual open house links.

A small school that’s BIG on inclusion
NYC’s only K-12+ independent inclusion school

Relocating to our new home in the Financial District in September 2023!

www.theidealschool.org

www.fusionacademy.com/gpm
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Adventure Studios 
Arts, Science, Tech, Academics, Sports, & More!

Camp SHAKE 
Basketball and Sports & Games Camps 

June 20-August 11, 2023

DREAM. DESIGN. DIG IN!
Summer at The Center

Kindergarten-8th Grade

centerforearlyeducation.org/summer

Registration Now Open!

563 N. Alfred St., West Hollywood, CA 90048

Day camp

in West

Hollywood

A magical Place to Learn through play, inquiry
and exploration in The Presidio

2023/2024 Enrollment Now Open!
Full Day/Full Year Program

for 2 through 5 year olds

Sign up for a tour
and learn more about

our magical school
in the forest!

65 Funston Avenue (The Presidio)
San Francisco, CA 94129 • (415) 921-2328

cowhollowschool.org
https://cowhollowschool.org

www.campihc.com

www.elisabethmorrow.org

www.centerforearlyeducation.org/summer
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Email admissions@rssnyc.org

or call  646-438-8600 

to learn more.

Inspiring today's

curious learners to

become tomorrow's

purpose-driven

leaders.

www.rodephsholomschool.orgwww.charlesriverschool.org/crs-summer

Family Building through Donors and Surrogacy
By Angela D. Giampolo, Giampolo Law Group

Family-building options have evolved 
in our modern world thanks to in-

credible medical advances. Infertility clinics 
have existed since the early 1920s, and the 
research on reproductive health has yielded 
new options for growing a family. While fer-
tility clinics opened up nearly a century ago, 
it was in the late 1970s that In Vitro Fertil-
ization became a successful medical proce-
dure. 

In Vitro Fertilization is the process by 
which an egg is extracted from the ovaries, 
and fertilized with sperm in a controlled lab-
oratory environment, then later transferred 
to the uterus. The IVF cycle usually takes 
about 3 weeks.

Families within the LGBTQ+ community 
have experienced much discrimination when 
it comes to the traditional path of adoption 
family building. In 2012 the case of Fulton 
v. City of Philadelphia, the Supreme Court 
upheld that the city of Philadelphia violated 
the First Amendment right of Catholic So-
cial Services by denying prospective foster 

children placements. Philadelphia had 
stopped placing children with Catholic So-
cial Services due to the agency's refusal to 
recognize and certify same-sex couples as 
foster partners. The court ruled that CSS 
discretion was allowed and not a violation 
of discrimination in public accommodations 
as a foster agency is not recognized as 
one. Discretion or religious protections of-
ten means discrimination against our com-
munity. 

With legal decisions such as these al-
lowing for discrimination across the country, 
it is difficult to not become weary of the op-
tions to grow your family. Donors and Surro-
gacy provide more options, and within these 
two umbrellas, there are many (and some 
costly) decisions to make. 

For couples looking to grow their fami-
lies, one of the first answers you will have to 
decide upon is whether one of the members 
of the couple is genetically contributing to 
the embryo. From there, some couples will 
look at potential donors for features of the 

other partner(s). One of the obstacles en-
countered for couples of color is that near-
ly 70%-80% of egg and sperm donors are 
white. With an already small pool of donors, 
finding a donor of the same race proves to 
be a more difficult endeavor. 

Donated Sperm can be frozen for up to 
6 months, and is relatively easy for a donor 
to complete. Donated eggs are a taxing pro-
cess; after being medically cleared, the egg 
donor must inject themself with hormones for 
2 weeks to stimulate the egg into producing 
more follicles. After a final day-of-procedure 
shot, the eggs are extracted under sedation 
and frozen. 

The author, Angela D. Giampolo
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For couples who are seeking both a do-
nor egg and sperm, this is more costly than a 
single sperm or single egg donation. That re-
quires timing of schedules from both donors 
and the host for the embryo, as well as the 
clinic. A double donation IVF process can 
take almost over a year. Double donation 
has high success rates with younger healthy 
donors despite a lengthier process!

It is the decision of the couple if they 
wish to know their donor in some capacity or 
have a non-identified donor. For non-identi-

fied donors, clinics do require completed 
forms surrounding their medical information 
but there is no obligation to verify the medi-
cal records reported. This can be a concern 
later in life for the child, who may wish to 
know more about their genetic and medical 
history. Some clinics will do genetic testing 
on donors to give couples seeking fertility 
assistance peace of mind. Every clinic tests 
for infectious diseases such as HIV, hepatitis 
B, hepatitis C, gonorrhea, and chlamydia. 
Understanding the relationship and distance 

of separation you wish to have from a donor 
is an important decision.

Alongside medical professionals, 
couples may wish to seek out an attorney 
through the family-building process. The 
process involves the collection of eggs, 
sperm, and fertilized embryos. In the event 
of divorce or death, how should the clinic 
handle these frozen specimens? Can the 
clinic donate or destroy frozen embryos after 
a certain amount of years of no contact from 
the client? Can family continued on page 35
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Nyema and Sondra’s Start in Conceiving a Baby 
By Angeline Acain

Nyema and Sondra Bar-
ber, together for three 

years, had a wonderful wedding 
in Las Vegas, Nevada on Octo-
ber 31, 2021, only two days be-
fore Nyema’s 40th birthday. The 
couple, currently living in Atlan-
ta, Georgia, began as Facebook 
friends, each joining a non-colle-
giate LGBT Greek organization. 
They got to know each other when 
they started playing Words With 
Friends, an online game similar 
to Scrabble. Then they lost con-
tact for about a year. On March 7, 
2020, they met unexpectedly for 
the first time in person at a com-
munity service event. Says Nyema, “This event was one that allowed 
us to feed, clothe, and give haircuts to the homeless population of 
Atlanta. Giving back to the less fortunate is a huge passion for both 
of us, so we connected immediately.”

Nyema and Sondra both have children from previous relation-
ships; Nyema has three children and Sondra has one. Wanting to 

add to their blended family, the 
couple are in the process of con-
ceiving another child. The cou-
ple experienced a slight scare at 
the end of last year when Nye-
ma had to pick up their daughter 
Kylie from school because Ky-
lie had Covid. Soon after, both 
Sondra and Nyema contracted 
Covid. Says Nyema, “Thankfully 
during the time that we were di-
agnosed with Covid, we had not 
started the procedures yet. But 
had our tests come up positive 
when we were slated to start, 
we would have had to postpone 
our IVF procedure for about 60 

days.”
At this writing in mid-January, Nyema filled me in on the stage 

they were in during their conception process: “Sondra has started 
taking Clomid which is a fertility medication to help induce ovulation, 
it also helps with the production of follicles or eggs. The doctor is 
having her do Clomid then we will start on continued on page 36

Left to right, Nyema, Sondra, and their daughter Kylie.
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industry employs hundreds of DHS residents and 
is always hiring.” There is also a “new Amazon 
warehouse distribution center, one of the largest 
in the country…. that “will employ upwards of 1800 
employees of the next year or two”. 

James also covers the Desert Hot Springs 
school system in great detail explaining that it is 
part of the Palm Springs Unified School District, 
and has nine public schools. It further states that 
“PSUSD has sixteen elementary schools, five mid-
dle schools, four comprehensive high schools, two 
continuation high schools, alternative education 
programs, headstart/state preschools, full-day 
headstart programs and childcare programs.” 
The PSUSD also has an LGBTQ Parent Advisory 
Committee that is run by the Family Center. He 
also explained that each school site has at least 
one trained staff member who is responsible for 
supporting students who are in need of Gender 
Support Plans. All district staff are also required 
to take annual training that covers the basics of 
LGBTQ+ issues relevant to school.

The website also discusses that all the 
high school and middle schools have active Gay 
Straight Alliance clubs and that they are working 
on getting GSA clubs at the elementary level and 
that one elementary school has a Rainbow club.

DHS also has seven public parks that offer 
a variety of recreation options including baseball, 
soccer, basketball courts, 

members still use the embryos of a loved 
one who has passed? Can one member of 
a divorced party still be implanted with the 
fertilized embryo? There are many consent 
forms to sign and questions to ask when be-
ginning the IVF process. Seeking guidance 
from an attorney who understands repro-
ductive and family formation law is recom-
mended. 

Surrogacy can sometimes be another 
form of IFV. The gestational carrier will be 
implanted with a fertilized embryo of the 
intended parents. Traditional surrogacy is 
when the carrier's egg is used alongside the 
donor or intended parent's sperm. Surroga-
cy is an agreement, often put into a contract, 
where the mother agrees to abandon the 
child at birth and accept a couple’s intent to 
adopt after legal abandonment.

There are altruistic surrogacy and 
commercial surrogacy options within the 
US. Each state has different laws regarding 
surrogacy. Altruistic surrogacy means the in-
tended parents cover the medical costs of 
the pregnancy, but the carrier is not compen-
sated for their service. 
Desert Hot Springs continued from page 29

continued on page 38

Angela D. Giampolo continued from page 33

continued on page 38
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Gonal-f, which is an injection that helps to 
stimulate the ovaries to produce more than 
one egg at a time. Most women when they 
ovulate only release one egg, but with both 
of these medications, it allows her body to 
create multiple follicles so they can be re-
trieved. The egg retrieval is scheduled for 
the week of January 18 - January 20. The 
week of January 23 – January 25, is when 
they will transfer the eggs from Sondra to 
me.”

Nyema had told me they were interest-
ed in a sperm donor that was close in ge-
netics to her daughter Kylie who is Hungari-
an, Polish, and Puerto Rican. Says Nyema, 
“Sondra and I both have attempted home IUI 
insemination a few different times, and we 
both have suffered losses. But each time we 
picked a donor, we did have our one favorite; 
but when he was not available, we had to pick 
another. Each donor that we chose were of 
Hispanic descent. We wanted Kylie and the 
other children to have a connection, besides 
being children that are born to two moms, or 
even children coming from sperm banks. We 
did eventually choose a donor, and actually 
we moved completely away from what we 

were originally going for because the ones 
we had used originally picked were no lon-
ger available. The term ‘blended family’ will 
definitely be our family. Each one of our chil-
dren are of different ethnicity.” 

The couple just began document-
ing their process on TikTok, their handle is 
@2moms1Oven. On TikTok they mentioned 
that the number of Black sperm donors is 
low. When I asked them about this Nyema 
replied, “In regard to African American do-
nors, there is a shortage within a lot of sperm 
banks. Many people of African American de-
scent who are looking for the same ethnic 
donor, are having a hard time. One of our 
TikTok followers stated that it is very slim 
pickings. Not sure if it is that African Amer-

ican men do not donate to sperm 
banks so freely as other races.”

The couple are working with 
Bloom Fertility and I asked them 
why they chose them. Nyema 
replied, “Sondra had to get an 
emergency hysterectomy in Octo-
ber due to having an abundance 
of fibroids, which caused her to be 
severely anemic. Upon hearing 
the news of her needing a hys-
terectomy I began the research 
on how we can save her ovaries 

and do reciprocal.  I came across Bloom 
Fertility because they offer this device called 
the INVOcell.” According to Bloom Fertility’s 
website, after the egg retrieval and sperm 
collection, the fertilized eggs are placed in 
the INVOcell device. Nyema continues, “The 
device will be placed in Sondra. She will in-
cubate the embryos for 5 days, versus them 
being incubated in a lab. After the INVOcell 
device is removed, they will check the quality 
of the embryos. If they look good, they will 
transfer the embryos/blastocysts into me. 
The INVOcell allows Sondra the opportunity 
to ‘carry’ her eggs and feel that connection 
to them before the torch is passed to me to 
finalize ‘the race.’ 

Left to right, Sondra, Kylie, and Nyema.

Nyema & Sondra continued from page 34

continued on page 38
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Plus the best part of the whole surgery 
aspect, is that both doctors actually work 
with each other. So the doctor who did the 
hysterectomy was able to speak to Dr. Car-
penter (of Bloom Fertility) and knew exactly 
what was needed for the reciprocal IVF pro-
cedure.” 

When I asked Nyema if she wanted to 
share any advice to end the article, she re-
plied with wise information, “The only advice 
I can provide when going through this pro-
cedure like any other fertility procedure is, 
talk to each other, find support groups, and 
be kind to yourself. Do your research!! Once 
we get to the second trimester of our preg-
nancy, we will be collaborating with an attor-
ney to start the adoption process. Ironically, 
we have found out that both Sondra and I 
will have to adopt the children. Although 
they will be biologically her children, the law 
considers me as the legal mother because 
we are married, although I share no genetic 
ties to them. So Sondra will adopt them as 
her being the biological mother, then I will 
adopt them through second parent adop-
tion.” ▼
Photos courtesy of Sondra and Nyema Barber

Commercial Surrogacy refers to compen-
sation beyond paying for medical services. 
In any surrogacy situation, a couple should 
be prepared to spend between $10,000-
$60,000

It would be recommended to seek out 
an attorney for the surrogacy process. A 
surrogacy contract will outline the responsi-
bilities and obligations of the surrogate and 
the intended parents and it is the first step to 
establishing parental rights. In the instance 
where one party refuses to fulfill the re-
quirements of the contract, such as refusing 
the baby or wanting to keep the baby, the 
contract allows possible legal enforcement. 
Some states like California have stated that 
when the child is conceived of an embryo 
not genetically related to the carrier, surro-
gacy contracts are enforceable. 

Family building with donors and sur-
rogacy requires a good amount of money, 
patience, medical visits, and legal counsel. 
Bringing new life into the world is not easy, 
but there are options beyond adoption for 
our community! ▼

Learn more about the author Angela D. 
Giampolo here, https://giampololaw.com/
Photo courtesy of Giampolo Law Group

a skate park, tennis courts, swimming pools, picnic 
areas, playgrounds and more. DHS climate is also 
described on the website, stating that they only get 
a couple of inches of rain a year. Summers are hot 
with temperatures frequently about 100 degrees 
Fahrenheit in July and August with “night-time 
lows…between 78-90 degrees. Winters are mild 
with daytime tem-
peratures between 
68-78 and night-
time lows between 
50-60 and windy. It 
is also mentioned 
that there are lots 
of air conditioners 
so don’t let the heat 
scare you. 

James said he 
can’t narrow down 
one thing that makes DHS such a great place 
to live. He does want to be very clear about one 
thing, “you are welcome in Desert Hot Springs, 
California. It’s where members of the LGBTQ com-
munity can start new families, can settle down, 
plant roots and live peaceful lives, can start a ca-
reer, become involved, retire, volunteer and relax. 
Members of the LGBTQ 

Desert Hot Springs continued from page 35

continued on page 41

James Nindel

Angela D. Giampolo continued from page 35Nyema & Sondra continued from page 36
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Lesbian Motherhood, Marriage, and Milk.
By Ali Polizzi

I never thought 
I would have a 

family let alone do it in 
such unprecedented 
ways. I mean for one - 
I’m gay. Back then we 
couldn’t even legally 
marry. Number two - I 
secretly assumed I’d 
have trouble conceiv-
ing. I was never regu-
lar. I tend to be anemic 
and would often go for 
months without men-
struating. And number 
three, I’m a lesbian who 
never even used a tam-
pon. How would I ever push a baby 
through that!  

But then, I caught a little bit of 
baby fever when my niece was born, 
and I asked my favorite guy in the 
world, my uncle, if he’d ever consid-
er donating. To my surprise, he was 

totally jazzed! He was also gay and 
had never had any kids of his own. 
He was also always mine and Amy’s 
champion supporter.  

Next thing I knew, Marriage 
Equality as a movement was actual-
ly gaining momentum, and the final 
drop was the emergency C-section. It 

all just seemed to open 
up for us every step of 
the way!

I sometimes won-
der if we really don’t 
create our own real-
ities. I’d proposed to 
Amy two years after we 
began dating. I knew 
she was the one when 
she took control in a 
moment when I was at 
a loss, so I knew I had 
to give her my mother’s 
ring. A year later, she 
bought me a ring as 
well, and in our eyes, 

we were committed. But our legal 
journey was a weird one. We joined 
our bank accounts, got a Domestic 
Partnership, and had lawyers draw 
up documents making Kody mine 
before he was even conceived. But 
we weren’t 

Left to right, the author Ali Polizzi, Takoda, and Amy.

continued on page 41
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married. We had a bunch of anniver-
saries though!

I work as a public school teach-
er and one day I managed to procure 
a conversation with New York State 
Senator Shirley Huntley on a school 
trip I’d arranged to promote political 
discourse amongst my high school 
students. She literally hid from me to 

avoid discussing Marriage Equality in 
2009. When we tracked her down 
(thanks Kristen Gillibrand!) she 
looked me dead in the eye and 
told me that I could only complain 
to her about inequality after I’d 
been oppressed for 400 years or 
more. There was a brief moment 
of silence at which point my wife 
slipped out from behind me and 
politely stated, “uhm… I’m Jew-
ish!”  

A few years later that same 
senator was one of four to over-
turn the supposed “Defense” 
of Marriage Act in favor of Mar-
riage Equality in New York and 
Amy and I were legally married 
- at least within our State! We’d 
gotten married (a quickie elope-

ment on the side of a road near the 
courthouse) in Connecticut just be-
fore Takoda was born (couldn’t have 
him born illegitimately) and once Nik-
kan came along, we were solid. New 
York City recognized all marriages 
and one fine day I watched in awe as 
the New York State Marriage Equality 

community can thrive in Desert Hot Springs. Des-
ert Hot Springs is the fastest growing city in the 
Coachella Valley, and as of 2021, it has the low-
est crime rate. And, our Riverside County schools 
have successful programs in place to support gay 
parents as well as LGBTQ+ kids. You don’t have 
to hide your kids here either, something I want 
parents to know. Come join the DHS family and 
see why it’s such as great place to call home.” 

Overall, Desert Hot Springs sounds like an 
amazing place to call home and it’s evident that 
James is proud of his city and all that it has to 
offer for the LGBTQ+ community. It is truly a com-
munity for all ages and after all, who couldn’t use 
a little peace and safe haven in their lives. ▼

Deadra Albrecht-Frasch lives in the Chi-
cagoland area with her wife Alice and twin daugh-
ters Shay and Devlin. Deadra has a degree in 
Psychology from UNC-Charlotte and works in 
the healthcare field. In her free time she enjoys 
writing, and playing the piano and trumpet. She 
has also written a Children’s book that delves into 
child anxiety surrounding moving to a new home. 
Available for order on Amazon via ebook or pa-
perback, Stretch City: Moving Day, 

https://amzn.to/3zAOQKz
Photos courtesy of Jame Nindel

Desert Hot Springs continued from page 38Ali Polizzi continued from page 39

Takoda
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vote took it’s turn. What a moment!
Amy and I took turns birthing our 

kids, but that’s in large part where 
the similarities ended. Amy’s preg-
nancy was a breeze; Takoda’s birth 
was fairly uncomplicated. I saw that 
and thought, I could do this. Between 
the hours of travel time to get to my 
uncle during each ovulation, some is-
sues that it seems acupuncture final-
ly cured, discrepancies over names, 
makeshift insertion tools pieced to-
gether through free, modified syring-
es from CVS, used oxygen tubing, 
and Dixie Cups -- it took years but 
finally, we’d gotten pregnant!

The moment I had that thought 
my cycles became perfectly regular. 
I suddenly knew a full moon meant 
it was coming and it took only three 
months to get the rest of our affairs in 
order. Five weeks after that though, I threw up after a quick 
car ride and I didn’t stop throwing up several times a day 
for the next eight months. 

I was already breastfeeding. I had been since Amy 
birthed Kody almost two years prior. Even men can do ex-
actly what I did. And I recommend it, as I experienced a 
kind of parenting I have never known before. I took Fenu-
greek (pills and liquid), "More Milk" (liquid). I drank organic 

Mother's Milk Tea (yuck!), and pur-
chased Domperidone (which was 
not even legal in the States!) I en-
dured some initial headaches and 
sleepy side effects for the first two 
weeks. I ate more oatmeal than 
my Granny ever even asked me 
too and I pumped - goodness did I 
pump - every day, in bed, at home, 
at work - sometimes trekking all 
the way to a dirty closet in the op-
posite side of the basement of the 
school I work in on my 35 minute 
prep period. I’d set up and pump 
10 minutes before I had to break 
it all down again, clean and pack 
to trek it back upstairs three floors. 
Sometimes I'd pump hours, 3 - 11 
times in a single day for an ounce 
or two. Watching those first drops 
of colostrum grow was thrilling 

though, and to be honest, all I ever really wanted was to be 
able to offer my son the extra antibodies. I wound up main-
ly serving as an appetizer for him while my wife brewed up 
the big meals. Even after my own pregnancy, I never made 
as much milk as Amy did. But the nice thing was that we 
both had the experience. We could both bond with our first 
child in a way that was really special. I stopped, though, 
when the next step to increase production was a SRS 

Ali holding Takoda.
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machine which feeds him 
while he works to get me 
to make more milk. I didn't 
really need it anyway. He 
comfort sucked any time if 
I was there and he didn't 
start off too hungry. If he 
was super hungry though, 
I did need to tag Amy in.

"Other" mother breast-
feeding was not only phys-
ically challenging, it was 
socially difficult for me to 
endure. There is the usual 
gambit of men and women 
who seem partially limited 
in visual scope the minute 
that baby goes under the 
cape (Why? I mean, there's a cape!) yet still, one might 
worry more if they encountered eager stares. As a young 
man of 13 years now my son Kody compares it to the 
sun. It’s natural and beautiful, but you mustn’t look directly 
at it! But most in our presence knew that while we were 
both clearly moms, Amy was Kody's birth mom, so while 
I worked so hard to procure it, and I felt proud to have 
succeeded, the social “weirdness” factor was very difficult 
to endure.

At home, I'd come to learn that the comfort suck can be 

just as important for Kody 
as the feed-suck. I mean 
the kid had jaws of steel 
and never took a pacifier. 
He simply never tired! It's 
such a shame more men 
don't engage their children 
on this level. Men can and 
I dare say should, consid-
ering that the "Honey, he 
wants his mommy" thing 
would dissipate, maybe 
a little more responsibility 
would kick in? I feel like 
that might be a nice evolu-
tion for their gender.

But when a baby first 
goes on a boob (before 
they really learn how) they 
have this way of bobbing 

and thrusting their head in such a way that thwarts all of 
your gentle guidance and usually serves to frustrate them. 
In the end, nobody gets to relax until the kid begins to 
cry and mom can smoosh his face square on the nipple a 
moment until he latches properly. This is normal, but feels 
a little conspicuous when that happens to me in public?  I 
feel like such a weird-o. How could I possibly expect men 
to let their children breastfeed 

Nikkan

continued on page 45
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(or at least comfort suck) from them 
if I can't even handle a few strang-
ers wondering why I'm thrusting my 
boob into this other woman's baby's 
mouth?

When Kody (Takoda) was born 
everything seemed easy. It was a 
vaginal birth (five pushes and he was 
out!). He was a healthy baby boy all 
swollen and crying, we even man-
aged to gather his cord blood. They 
took him only a couple feet away for a 
moment to weigh him, and then they 
handed him back for an hour or three 
of straight cuddling. Holding him skin-
to-skin, he immediately quieted and I 
think I have never been happier than 
I was at that moment of my life.

Of course, I didn't give birth to 
Kody. And while I did breastfeed him, 
appetizer and dessert as my awe-
some lactation coach and friend, 
Donna Quinn Kimick, would say, 
was not the full commitment I soon 
learned.

My birthing Niky (Nikkan), our 
second, went very differently. We 
were shooting for a natural birth again 
-- I wanted a "natural" everything, so 
when he didn't want to come out even 
two weeks overdue, I didn't want to 
induce. I was 2-3 centimeters dilated 
for weeks! Everyone told me it would 
be soon if I took the stairs, ate spicy 
foods, drank Cod Liver Oil, walked 
and performed other various physical 
activities. I did most of those things, 
but to no avail. Staring at the bottle 
of Cod Liver Oil had become a new 
haunting nighttime meditation.

Finally, I just sat down to read 
Kody a bedtime story one night, and 
my water broke. We called my wife’s 
mother to come babysit, and my 
step-mother to drive. We went to the 
hospital and waited. The next morn-
ing, I was still only 2-3 centimeters di-
lated (1 centimeter by one doctor's es-
timation! Still not sure how I shrunk!).  
But my contractions had started and 
they were becoming unbearable. I 
finally agreed to the epidural. I was 
fine after that for a couple of rounds 
when suddenly the door burst open, 
and my doctor came in telling some 
nurse that she saw "it.” The next 
thing I knew, my room was filled with 

Ali Polizzi continued from page 43
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a dozen people gathering things, 
and me, and we rolled across the 
hall to an operating room. I was 
off the monitors for one minute. It 
took them less than ten to rip Niky 
out (apparently it was imperative 
it happen quick). I never even 
saw Amy in that operating room. I 
barely saw Niky! I heard him; they 
brought him around the curtain so 
I could see his face. He cried and 
they thrust him away so fast to the 
NICU. At this point I passed out for 
a little bit. When I woke they spent 
more time waiting for the X-rays 
they needed to apparently make 
sure they didn't leave any tools 
inside me (they hadn't gotten the 
chance to count them!).

I’m tremendously grateful for 
my blessings however, namely 
my wife, Amy. They would not take me down to Niky in 
the NICU as long as I couldn't walk, and right away the 
nurses began discussing the possibility of formula. Amy 
(or Ema as we now call her) would hear nothing of it. She 
was down there in a flash pumping her own milk so that his 
first taste of nutrition was nature's perfect cure-all. We’d 
informed the hospital months prior that we’d be caring for 

this baby together as we’d run into 
problems the two days we’d been 
there for Kody. Nurses claimed I 
couldn’t legally breastfeed Kody 
(which of course didn’t stop us but 
it was a downer!). Second time 
around we’d learned our lesson. 
We submitted all the paperwork 
and attained the proper permission 
before signing any checks. He may 
not have gotten hours of cuddling 
like his brother had, but in this fam-
ily -- he would get breast milk! 

He had only gotten a mere 
glimpse of me in the operating 
room, a flash of his Ema in NICU 
but he now faced 48 hours of heat 
lamps, IVs, monitors, and nurses 
he'd never meet again. They told 
me I wouldn’t even be able to hold 
him after the couple hours it took 

for me to wiggle feeling back into my legs and get down 
there. It took another hour or so for the nurses to succumb 
to my partner's demands that I be able to hold him even 
with all the tubes and wires.

The next two days passed like a long dream. I was 
down in that NICU every two hours for the next two days 
trying to get him to latch on and 

Takoda and Nikkan

continued on page 48
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drink.  I was all alone at night. 
They made Amy go home. I 
wasn't making any real quantity 
of milk again yet but the nurses 
insisted that if I didn't try once 
every two hours, they were go-
ing to give him the formula (inci-
dentally they don’t need a large 
quantity of milk at that age).  
They also insisted he stay there 
until the antibiotic ran its course. 
Apparently, he'd been born with 
some extra fluid but this is a 
likely side effect of a C-section. 
I still hadn't gotten a straight an-
swer as to what "it" was that my 
doctor had seen which caused 
them to rip him out of me in the 
first place. Apparently, our pulses dipped? But I’ll likely 
never know for sure. 

In addition to all his problems, my body had just been 
assaulted. My milk was just not coming back in again yet. 
It was a very nerve-wracking time. Niky seemed uncom-
fortable. We hadn’t had a restful moment together or much 
more than a few blinks of sleep even for the two days since 
he had been born! This really threw me after the peace-

ful serene entry that we’d had 
during Kody’s birth, and it was 
scary. By day two with Kody we 
were already headed home all 
together.

When the antibiotic had 
finished, and they finally gave 
him over to me, they said he 
was beginning to show signs 
of jaundice. That's when they 
were really pushing for formula. 
My pediatrician took charge and 
held them off, but she was con-
cerned that he learn to nurse off 
me (as opposed to Ema's bot-
tled breast milk) or else I might 
never initiate production. I now 
had one night to try to make him 
drink enough to get his color 
back.

So despite practically zero sleep for four straight days, 
I finally had him back in my room and set up to feed him 
all night. I had exactly one ounce of Ema's milk and an 
eye dropper that I used to entice him to my nipple. It was a 
euphoric reprieve for both of us. We were finally alone in a 
nice quiet room together. I could feel a bit of the “let down” 
I’d experienced a couple years earlier with Kody, so I knew 
my milk was coming in. And he appeared to know what to 

www.esfcamps.com

The family last year when they were vacationing 
in Virginia Beach (Ali wrote about their vacation 

in our November-December 2022 issue #145). 
Left to right, Takoda, Amy, Nikkan, and Ali.

Ali Polizzi 
continued from page 46
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do. I held him close. He nursed. I talk-
ed. I remember that night as rare per-
fection, holding him to me for warmth 
in that cold hospital room, feeling him 
calm for the first time in his life. He 
knew my voice. He'd look up at me 
at times while I spoke to him in ways 
that made me feel our future togeth-
er. We got a kind of late start but that 
night we found each other again. 
Niky learned to nurse, and I learned 
the endurance it takes to be dinner! 
I told him my life story that night, and 
all my plans for him and I and Ema 
and Kody. He seemed cool with it all, 
and remained perfectly content in my 
arms.

We were released the next day 
and I began the long process of my 
own recovery and, thankfully, milk 
production. Of course, the poor little 
guy had learned to suck struggling for 
the next week and a half looking for 
Ema's more-plentifully supplied eye 
dropper! But we eventually found our 
rhythm. 

As it turns out, the difference 
between mother and "other-mother" 
breastfeeding isn't much. The little 
guys sometimes do have preferenc-
es but their preferences vary, and at 
least I always have somebody else to 
take over if I need to go to the bath-
room.

As for all you breastfeeding oth-
er mothers without "Other Mothers?" 
I don't know how you do it. I have 
to say, I highly recommend always 
having a spare pair. But I'm certainly 
proud to be a part of your club--even 
if I do sort of cheat! ▼

Ali Polizzi is a mother of two and 
wife to her partner, Amy, of 22 years.  
She is an intimately genuine ever 
evolving author who writes about 
creating and raising her same sex 
headed family, life, and philosophy. 
She also a dedicated special educa-
tion teacher in the city and has writ-
ten several articles on travel, politics, 
and media reviews.  You are invited 
to check out, comment and share her 
blogs on a variety of same-sex head-
ed family issues, raising her quirky, 
feminist children, and general philos-
ophy of life at https://bit.ly/3S6ivT1

Photos courtesy of Ali Polizzi
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Bill Rossi: Life in Indiana
By Deadra Albrecht-Frasch

Bill Rossi and his part-
ner John Powers, of 

23 years, live in Northwest 
Indiana with their fourteen-
year-old twin daughters, 
Gabriella and Aundrea. Bill 
is a successful entrepre-
neur in the Chicago/North-
west Indiana area, and an 
LGBTQ+ advocate. He is 
also passionate about health 
and fitness due to a heart 
condition. Bill’s partner John 
works in the healthcare field. 

Bill was born and raised 
in Steger, Illinois and attend-
ed DePaul University, where 
he received a Bachelor’s 
degree in business admin-
istration and management in 
1998, and then a Master of Business Administration in Mar-
keting from DePaul’s Graduate School of Business in 2001. 
John and Bill met at a pretty well-known bar in Chicago called 
Roscoe’s. Bill was working at the bar part time while work-

ing on his MBA. Bill’s friend 
ultimately introduced them 
after Bill had seen John sev-
eral times but was too shy to 
introduce himself. After their 
eventual meeting, the rest 
is history. Bill said that John 
grew up near Youngstown, 
Ohio, but he relocated to 
Chicago for a new start and 
prior to even coming out. Bill 
explained that once John 
arrived in Chicago and was 
around other LGBT people, 
he experienced a comfort he 
never knew. He realized he 
too was gay. He and Bill met 
about a year and a half after 
that. 

In 2005, Bill founded 
Rossi Enterprises and still serves as the company’s CEO, 
helping startup and small-to-mid size organizations flourish 
in their industries by serving as their fractional chief oper-
ating officer and/or their chief fi-

Bill Rossi (back right) with partner, John Powers and 
their children, Gabriella (left front) and Aundrea.

continued on page 52
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nancial officer. Bill has served as 
the COO/CFO at Earles Architects 
& Associates since 2008 and as 
CFO/integrator of It’s Just Lunch 
since 2001. 

Bill’s coming out story to his 
family coincided with his time with 
It’s Just Lunch. Bill explained that 
“[It’s Just Lunch] is the biggest 
traditional matchmaking compa-
ny franchise in the world, and it’s 
a straight dating service.” While 
working with It’s Just Lunch, they 
decided to start the first gay ver-
sion in Chicago known as In Good Company. Since the 
company needed validity, and the owner of It’s Just Lunch 
was straight, Bill became the owner of In Good Company 
which propelled him into media attention in both publications 
and on TV. At that point, he hadn’t been “out” to his family, 
but was “out” after that. Bills family had previously thought 
John was his roommate up until that point. Bill explained 
that his family are Italian Catholics, and are very traditional. 
Unfortunately, some family members were not accepting of 
Bill’s sexual orientation including an aunt, Uncle, and cousin; 
those relationships were never the same. Bill said he came 
to realize that any issues with his sexual orientation were 

their issues and not his.
His parents were also very 

traditional and old school. Bill said, 
“these issues with people, that’s 
their problem, not my problem, and 
I’m not going to change anybody. 
All I can do is be me and if peo-
ple want to accept it, great; and if 
they don’t, even with my parents, 
did they understand it, absolutely 
not. But, did they accept John and 
the situation, yes and did they love 
me, yes.” He also said his siblings 
felt similarly – were they happy he 
was gay, no, but they still loved 
and accepted him because he is 

their brother. Bill said that “religion can do a lot of damage.” 
He actually ended up minoring in psychology to try and un-
derstand more, because his religion growing up taught him 
that homosexuality was not allowed. 

Bill still considers himself Catholic today, and has even 
sent their daughters to Catholic school. He said the school 
they sent their daughters to was the most loving and caring 
experience. One story Bill shared was about another parent 
that confronted the principal of the school, saying how can 
you allow a same-sex couple to send their children here. The 
principal’s response was that there is probably more love in 
Bill and John’s household than 

Bill Rossi 
continued from page 50

continued on page 54

Left to right, Bill, Gabriella, John, and Aundrea.
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in many others. Bill and John found that 
story out from a teacher friend who was 
friends with the secretary of the school. 
Their daughters stayed in Catholic school 
until 5th grade when they wanted to 
switch to public school since that school 
was so small. Bill said that “Catholic guilt” 
was instilled in them, something he ap-
preciates, and even today their daugh-
ters continue to make good choices and 
are straight A students. They are now 
Freshman in high school and flourishing 
in all that they achieve.

Growing up, Bill said he always knew 
he wanted to have children, so that was a 
huge factor when he would meet a poten-
tial partner. He never cared if it would be 
through adoption or surrogacy, as long as 
he could have children. Bill and John met 
when they were in their late twenties. Bill knew he wanted 
to have kids by the time he was 35. They decided on gesta-
tional surrogacy so that they were covered legally. The egg 
donor is a friend of theirs; in their contract the girls can find 
out who the egg donor is when they are sixteen years old.

Their original plan was to fertilize half of the eggs with 
Bills sperm and half with John’s sperm. However, Gabriella 
ended up having to have heart surgery at four months old 

which was very scary for them. John and Bill 
had every intention of having more children, 
but after watching all that Gabriella had to 
go through, they decided two was enough. 
Though Bill said they have considered per-
haps adopting an older child at some point; 
he doesn’t see that anytime soon if ever 
at this point. Their daughters were born in 
Springfield, Illinois and since biologically 
they were related to Bill, John did a second 
parent adoption after they were born. They 
also did their wills, power of attorneys, and 
all other legal protections at that time. 

Though Bill and John have been togeth-
er for 23 years, they are not legally married. 
Bill explained that he has experienced a 
rollercoaster of emotions and fears over the 
years regarding LGBTQ+ rights in the Unit-
ed States as well as in the red state of Indi-
ana. He did say where they live, is blue and 
progressive, but as a red state, Indiana as 

a whole is not as welcoming of the LGBTQ+ community. In 
2015, when gay marriage became legal, they were already 
together for 15 years at that point. They do wear rings as a 
symbol of their love. Bill didn’t just want to erase those 15 
years and in a sense start over. Until 2014 in Indiana, you 
could go to jail if you tried to get a marriage license in Indi-
ana. 

Bill Rossi continued from page 52

Left to right, Bill, Gabriella, 
John, and Aundrea.
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Just before the Respect for Mar-
riage Act was passed, Bill and John 
were at dinner with friends discussing 
marriage. A friend pointed out that if 
they weren’t married, they wouldn’t be 
able to get each other’s social secu-
rity benefits later in life. That was just 
something that they hadn’t realized. Bill 
said even though they are both finan-
cially stable, Bill does have a heart con-
dition. He of course wants John to be 
taken care of if something were to hap-
pen to him. Their daughters also would 
like Dad and Daddy to be married.  Bill 
and John have decided to finally get 
married this year, August 5, 2023. Bill 
said it will be big and grand and their 
daughters are excited to be involved. 
Unfortunately, Indiana is considering a 
“Don’t Say Gay” bill in 2023. Depend-
ing on how that plays out, Bill and John 
have discussed the possibility that they 
may have to leave the state of Indiana 
to protect their family. 

Bill also mentioned that he has a 
rare heart condition, known as hyper-
trophic obstructive cardiomyopathy 
(HCM). HCM is a condition where the 

heart muscle becomes too thick and 
makes it hard for the heart to pump 
blood. Bill also discusses his health on 
his website, wwww.thebillrossi.com, ex-
plaining that being diagnosed with HCM 
“…meant I would forever be at risk of 
sudden cardiac arrest, potentially go 
into paroxysmal atrial fibrillation (also 
known as A-fib – an irregular, rapid 
heart condition that causes poor blood 
flow and puts me at risk for strokes.” He 
further explains that after multiple sur-
geries that have included a pacemaker/
defibrillator, he continues to work on the 
board for the HCM organization to “…. 
educate others in a similar health posi-
tion as me, that there is hope, and you 
can actually LIVE your life with this con-
dition the best way possible. Bill said he 
is in early-stage congestive heart fail-
ure from his condition, but his aunt has 
the same condition and is 93 years old. 
Though he is restricted at lifting weights 
and certain activities, he goes to the 
gym almost every day and stays as fit 
as possible. As his disease progressed, 
Bill said it may ultimately lead to a heart 
transplant but as of now, his heart has 

actually improved since his surgery five 
years ago. Bill said there is no cure cur-
rently for his disease but he has a great 
treatment plan and top doctor in place 
at Northwestern Medicine in Chicago. 
Bill said “I don’t live my life with ‘I have 
a heart condition’. I am about positivity 
and live every day to the fullest.”

According to Bill’s website, www.
thebillrossi.com, as an LGBTQ+ exec-
utive, Bill “…exceeded personal and 
business milestones year after year, 
and broke-down barriers along the way. 
[He stands] for diversity in the work-
place, and still actively fights for equal-
ity and inclusion on the frontlines.” A 
new personal goal for Bill is to make a 
difference and be in the LGBT Hall of 
Fame and he’s “doing everything I can 
from an LGBTQ standpoint to try to 
make the world a better place and to do 
good things.”  

In addition to Bill’s many achieve-
ments, he is also a member of the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce Small Business 
Council, a board member of the HCM 
Foundation’s Legislative Committee, a 
member of the LGBT Task Force in Il-
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linois, and serves as a mentor to 
the LGBT Chamber of Commerce 
of Illinois Entrepreneurship Pro-
gram. Bill was also recognized 
as a Notable LGBTQ+ Execu-
tive by Crain’s Chicago Business 
in 2018, 2019 and 2020. Bill is 
also a member of the Society for 
Marketing Professional Services 
and was acknowledged with a 
Marquis Who’s Who in America 
Award in 2021.

Bill describes himself as a 
“Full-time CEO of my own busi-
ness, Rossi Enterprises, and 
co-owner of several other small 
businesses in the Chicagoland 
area; I am what some might refer to 
as ‘the guy who never sleeps.’…Pas-
sionately driven by the success of my 
brands and clients, I commit to using my 
fullest potential every day for the busi-
nesses that count on me. Mekky Media 
Relations and It’s Just Lunch (Chica-
go) area few of the brands that rely on 
my dedication regularly…As dedicated 
as I am to my business; I find myself 
in an even larger sea of dedication to 
my incredible family. Work-life balance 

hasn’t always been easy for me (and 
still truly isn’t), but my partner John, 
and our two beautiful daughters are 
constant reminders of the importance 
of achieving it…Being a good partner 
and an involved father is always #1 on 
my to-do list.”

There is no doubt, that the world 
will continue to see good things from 
Bill Rossi in and out of the LGBTQ+ 
community. He’s made an impressive 
imprint already and it doesn’t sound like 
he has any plans of slowing down; even 

with a big long overdue wedding in 
his near future! Bill’s inspiring and 
much needed advice for everyone 
is “do unto others as you’d have 
them do unto you and treat each 
other with kindness, and that is how 
I lead my life. I treat everybody with 
respect and kindness. If everyone 
would just do that, this world would 
be a much better place; and don’t 
judge people for their differences, 
accept them for their differences.” 
▼

Deadra Albrecht-Frasch lives 
in the Chicagoland area with her 
wife Alice and twin daughters Shay 
and Devlin. Deadra has a degree 

in Psychology from UNC-Charlotte and 
works in the healthcare field. In her free 
time, she enjoys writing and playing the 
piano and trumpet. She has also written 
a Children’s book that delves into child 
anxiety surrounding moving to a new 
home. Available for order on Amazon 
via ebook or paperback, Stretch City: 
Moving Day https://amzn.to/3zAOQKz 
Deadra also writes about vloggers Ja-
milla and Que on page 63. 
Photos courtesy of Bill Rossi

Left to right, Bill, John , Gabriella, and Aundrea.
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Growing Up on a Rock
By Tara Pyfrom

My rock, surrounded 
by ocean, was less 

than two square miles. The east-
ern side of the rock was protect-
ed by a coral reef a mile offshore. 
After that reef, there was nothing 
but a deep blue ocean for some 
4,000 miles until you reached the 
western side of the African Con-
tinent. I say, “my rock,” but it is 
home to about 300 people year-
round. This rock, one of over 700 
islands that make up the Baha-
mas, was my home for most of 
my childhood. Surrounded by tur-
quoise waters and powdery white 
sand beaches, this tropical par-
adise is not even a single pencil 
dot on a world map.

I was raised as a free-range kid long before Lenore 
Skenazy coined the phrase in her 2008 essay in the New 
York Sun. I don’t think my parents raised my younger sis-
ter and me using this style of parenting on purpose, like 

many others today do. My par-
ents didn’t purposefully set out to 
raise independent people capa-
ble of problem-solving and critical 
thinking. Yet, their hands-off, fig-
ure-it-out-on-your-own, just-be-
home-in-time-for-dinner attitude 
achieved the same result.

At age 6, my younger sister 
and I walked to the one-room 
schoolhouse just 750 feet from 
our backdoor. We used a “short-
cut” and walked through our 
neighbour’s backyard. We walked 
home for a quick sandwich during 
the lunch break before returning 
to play with our friends on the 
school grounds.

At age 8, I would ride my bi-
cycle to the grocery store, which took barely five minutes, 
to buy bread or juice and a treat. I never paid the cashier. 
The costs of the goods were added to my parent’s “tab,” 
usually paid biweekly when I would carry a small envelope 

The author, Tara Pyfrom (left) as a child 
with her grandmother and sister.
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with me and dutifully hand it off to the store’s owner. I 
would load my purchase into the metal basket on the 
front of my bicycle and take it home to my waiting moth-
er.

At age 10, my friends and I spent hours swimming 
off the docks in the harbour filled with passing boats. 
Often, we would climb onto the bow of a nearby barge 
and jump off for fun. Occasionally we would take an 
old surfboard, and four or five of us would paddle the 
500 feet across the harbour on an adventure. When we 
weren’t swimming, we explored the length and breadth 
of the island. We climbed trees and built forts. No one 
had a cell phone. When someone got hurt, we walked 
back home, bleeding, for a bandage and a popsicle be-
fore heading back out.

My free-range childhood was about my parents’ at-
tempts to keep us safe, though at arm’s length. There 
was no crime where we grew up, and there was lots of 
religion. With the town so small, there was often at least 
one set of adult eyes looking on as we tested limits. 
I learned how to fix the chain on my bike by trial and 
error. I learned how far I could swim from the dock and 
still have enough energy to swim back. I learned how 
to build relationships and how to end them. I learned 
many things my parents never actually taught me.

At 12, I had my first “boyfriend,” who was three 
years older. “Just be home by curfew,” my parents said. 
By 13, the boy and I were going steady. At age 15, he 

Tara (right) as a child with her father and sister.



www.gayparentmag.com Gay Parent Magazine 2023 Issue #14760

https://greenehillschool.org

www.bakerdemschool.org

BAKER DEMONSTRATION SCHOOL
201 SHERIDAN RD
WILMETTE, IL 60091

847- 425 -5800 | BAKERDEMSCHOOL.ORG

AN EDUCATION THAT PUTS
CHILDREN IN THE DRIVER’S SEAT
Our child-centered approach to learning ensures 
that each child, from preschool to middle school, 
is uniquely valued, supported and 
nurtured throughout their educational 
journey — creating expressive, 
compassionate students who are 
eager to help shape the world.

A school
for the innovative,

the curious
and the

challenge-seeking.

was a family member and went on family vacations with 
us. By my 16th birthday, my friends and I regularly trav-
elled by small boat to the mainland, three miles away, at 
night to play pool and drink at the local bar. No adults 
accompanied us. I count myself lucky to have survived 
the dangerous situations I regularly encountered. By 17, I 
was engaged to the same boy. When asked for my hand 
in marriage, my father’s only stipulation was that we wait 
until I was 18 before we wed. Five months after my 18th 
birthday, we were married in a small ceremony.

In the late ’80s and ’90s, the kids that grew up on our 
pencil dot of planet earth were sheltered from much of the 
world. Attending college was not a topic of conversation. 
Many had to be coaxed into just finishing high school. The 
goal for all the young adults was to get a job, get married, 
get a mortgage and a house, and have kids, all by age 25. 
Many of the people I grew up with did just that. 

I tried that path for a while. It didn’t stick. Eventually, 
I moved to the mainland and then got a divorce. I fell in 
love with a woman (and was “shunned” as a result). My 
partner and I then moved to another part of the country, 
a bigger town with less bigotry. Fifteen years later, my 
wife and I and our daughter left the Bahamas entirely and 
immigrated to Canada.

In hindsight, looking back at my unconventional child-
hood, I see clearly why I am an independent person to-
day, though I broke the mould my sheltered upbringing 
tried to form me into. As we raise our daughter, I often 
think of what I “got away with” in my youth. Things I would 
never dream of allowing our daughter to do, regardless of 
the successful outcome of my free-range childhood.

I wouldn’t let my 10-year-old play in the forest miles 
away from home without an adult’s supervision. I would 
never dream of allowing her to have a “relationship” at age 
13. I certainly wouldn’t encourage or condone a steady, 
committed relationship at 17, either. And I regularly tell my 
now 10-year-old that she’s not allowed to get married until 
she’s 30 while realizing I’m intentionally exaggerating my 
hopes for her future.

Instead, we are teaching our daughter how to count 
and handle money, including saving it for the future. We 

Tara (right) with her wife Catherine.
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regularly encourage her to order her 
meals at restaurants and ask store 
clerks for help even when we are 
present. She does her laundry and 
cleans her room. We guide and ad-
vise and then step back to let her 
decide whether to follow the advice 
or strike out on her own to test our 
wisdom. We are not free-range par-
ents and probably wouldn’t be even 
if we raised our daughter on the rock 
at the edge of the Atlantic Ocean that 
I grew up on.

I am strong because I grew up on 
a rock, learning my lessons the hard 
way. Could I have learned those les-
sons if I had not been raised “free-
range?” I believe so, yes. However, 
I lacked the support in decision-mak-
ing and learning at an age when I 
needed to see the example of strong 
character in my parents. Kids learn 
far more by seeing than by hearing. 
Am I still alive and successful even 
though my parents chose a noncha-
lant approach? Also, yes. There is 
no right or wrong way to parent. Just 
unconscious choices about conse-
quences. ▼

Tara Pyfrom is a Canada-based 
poet and writer, born and raised as 
an island girl in the beautiful Baha-
mas. Pyfrom works as an executive 
assistant, and when not writing, she 
can be found plotting her next far-off 
adventure with her family.

Photos courtesy of Tara Pyfrom

Tara Pyfrom as a child.
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Jamilla and Que
By Deadra Albrecht-Frasch

Jamilla and Sequena (Que) 
Svansson-Brown live in At-

lanta, Georgia with their two daugh-
ters, Harper (four years old) and 
Holland (two years old). Together, 
Jamilla and Que are creating con-
tent across social media covering 
topics that are relevant, entertaining 
and also important to the LGBTQIA+ 
community and beyond.  

The Beginning
Jamilla was born and raised in 

Atlanta, Georgia. Que is from New 
York but was raised in Virginia. Que 
came to Atlanta in her mid-twenties. 
Jamilla explained that she and Que 
met when they were both working 
for the same bank in 2011. Que 
was asked to train Jamilla, and Que 
said “make sure she’s cute”. They 
explained that they met in 2011, and have been almost 
inseparable since.

Que was the first woman that Jamilla dated, and she 

conveyed that when she saw Que, 
that was it and it all made sense. Ja-
milla said she knew that she always 
looked at women differently but had 
never acted on it. In 2016, they were 
legally married.

Coming OUT
In high school, Que explained 

that her parents found a box of se-
cret notes with her girlfriend at the 
time, and confronted her about it. 
She walked downstairs and not only 
was her family there, but also her 
girlfriend at the times family were all 
there to confront them about what 
they had discovered. Que never re-
ally had the chance to “come out”. 
Que said that within a couple of 
weeks, her family had come around 
and said that they loved her no mat-

ter what and they support her. Que said that she had a 
close relationship with her grandfather and mother and 
that as long as they accepted her, she’s gone through life 

Left to right, Harper, Jamilla, 
Holland, and Que Svansson-Brown.
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not worrying if others don’t accept her. 
Jamilla didn’t “come out” either. She was in her twen-

ties and living with her mom, who she also considers her 
best friend. After she met Que, she told her mom. Then, 
Jamilla explained that some family members were throw-
ing a party for Jamilla’s moms’ birthday. Jamilla brought 
Que with to the party. Jamilla expressed, that that birth-
day party kind of became her coming out party and word 
spread throughout the family. Unfortunately, some family 
members were not accepting and they still don’t speak 
today. Jamilla explained that she and Que often joke that 
Jamilla’s mom is also in their relationship because they 
are so close. Jamilla also was very candid in explaining 
that while her dad is accepting, he also had a very differ-
ent perception of what he thought her life path would be. 
Thus, he is still coming to terms with what he envisioned 
her life to be.

Expanding their Family
One of the first conversations that they had as a cou-

ple, was surrounding children. Que had already begun to 
think about having a child prior to meeting Jamilla, so it 
was very important that they both were on the same path 
regarding wanted children. Jamilla also explained that 
Que is five years older than herself, so ultimately it made 
sense biologically that Que would end up carrying their 
first daughter. They had gotten married in January of 2016 
and pretty immediately start- continued on page 66

Jamilla (left) with Que holding Holland, and Harper.
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ed trying to get 
pregnant. They 
went through 
five rounds of 
IUI which they 
explained was 
both emotional-
ly and physically 
draining. Once 
Que was preg-
nant, she also 
explained that 
it was not an 
“easy” pregnan-
cy. Her first tri-
mester she had 
morning sick-
ness, and by 
eighteen weeks 
along she was 
put on bedrest 
due to low am-
niotic fluid. Que also had high blood 
pressure. Harper had the umbilical 
cord wrapped around her neck, and 
ultimately Que ended up delivering 
Harper via emergency c-section due 
to preeclampsia at 35 weeks. Harper 
then spent 12 days in the NICU but is 
completely healthy now. Harper was 
born in February of 2018.

About two and a half years later, 
Jamilla got pregnant with Holland. 
Jamilla said that her pregnancy was 
completely different from Que. It was 
during the pandemic so she was able 
to work from home which was great. 
However, she also had to face the 
fears of being pregnant and worrying 
about getting Covid the whole time. 
Things were moving along well, until 
about 36 weeks when she felt a sharp 

pain. They decided to go to the emer-
gency room. At the emergency room, 
they had an ultrasound, and the ultra-
sound tech got silent – an indication 
to Jamilla and Que that something 
wasn’t right; as they had already ex-
perienced that silence with Que’s 
pregnancy. The Doctors told Jamilla 
she had a placental abruption and 
they either needed to induce labor 
or schedule a C-section. Jamilla opt-
ed for a scheduled C-section, know-
ing that Que’s emergency C-section 
was very stressful and dramatic with 
many people in and out of the room. 
Thankfully, Holland was born healthy 
and discharged even before Jamilla. 
Jamilla had developed preeclampsia 
and had to stay in the hospital a little 
longer. 

Jamilla and Que said that though 
they used the same Donor for the girls, 
they do refer to him as the girls’ father 
and he is involved in their lives. The 
girls call him Papi. Jamilla explained 
that he was a friend of a friend, and 
started talking to Que about his desire 
to leave a legacy in this world. That 
resonated with them because his sit-
uation also worked for their lifestyle 
and what they envisioned for their 
family. 

Jamilla and Que also discussed 
that they did second parent adop-
tions for both girls and are listed as 
parent and parent on both birth cer-

tificates. Today, 
both Harper and 
Holland are in 
private school. 
Harper is in 
dual language 
and learning 
both Spanish 
and English at 
the same time. 
Harper loves 
Spanish so far. 
Both Jamilla 
and Que say 
that their family 
is complete now 
and there are no 
plans for future 
children. Que’s 
parents came 
up from Virginia 

after both births to help out and Ja-
milla’s mom is also close by to help 
with the kids. Both Jamilla and Que 
said that they have a great support 
system. 

Work and Vlogging
Que works in banking and also 

works from home, handling project 
management for estates when a per-
son passes away. Jamilla is a full-
time content creator, creating content 
across multiple social media plat-
forms, and has been doing that since 
2015; doing that full-time since Janu-
ary of 2022. 

Que said that she really knew 
nothing about YouTube before she 
met Jamilla. They were looking for 
other couples and families to relate 
to that were like them, but there was 
very little content to be found. Que 
said they saw the gap and decided to 
fill it. 

They started vlogging and then 
doing short videos of controversial 
content including exes, cheating, etc. 
Jamilla said she “wanted a Black L 
Word or Black Sex in the city, and 
since I couldn’t find it, I wanted to cre-
ate it.” Que said that they received a 
lot of support from YouTube who sent 
them to camps to learn more about 
how to grow their channel. 

During the pandemic, Jamilla and 
Que explained that they were start-
ing to get a lot of emails from com-

The Nation’s Top Gay, Lesbian & 
Gay-Friendly Realtors. The 2500 Realtors 
at GayRealEstate.com have been serving 

our community for over 25 years! 

FREE buyer’s representation
FREE seller’s market analysis

FREE relocation kit any city USA

Choose your preferred agent on-line 
www.GayRealEstate.com

www.gayrealestate.com

Left to right, Jamilla, Harper, Que, and Holland.
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panies wanting them to represent 
their products. Jamilla was getting 
overwhelmed with negotiating rates 
and contracts and managing that on 
her own; she also wanted guidance 
on whether or not they were pricing 
themselves correctly. Therefore, Ja-
milla started looking up management 
companies and found a Black wom-
an owned company, CFG, founded 
by Annelise Campbell. Jamilla put it 
on her vision board in 2020 to apply. 
She applied and met Katie Worthy 
the Associate Director for CFG; and 
they have been working together ever 
since. For more information on CFG, 
the website is www.cfg.co.

Jamilla and Que also create sep-
arate vision boards every year. Jamil-
la said one of the great things about 
them is “that we’ve always had joint 
goals, but we also very much main-
tain our individualism.” She explained 
that having that individualism helps 
because there are certain things that 
Que has gone through including Que 
being pregnant first, and post-partum 
depression and anxiety that Jamilla 
had to understand as a person and 
not take it personally as a wife. Jamil-
la expressed that it’s helped them to 
maintain their own identities while still 
coming together to have joint goals 
as a family. Jamilla also explained 
that she had very bad post-partum 
anxiety and it took several weeks to 
get past. She still suffers from anxiety 
today including when letting others 
drive their children places. 

The Future
Their next goal as a family, is to 

get Que also working full-time as a 
content creator. Que said their oldest 
daughter, Harper has also showed a 
great interest in content creating as 
well and she loves the camera. Que 
said that Harper even has her own 
YouTube Channel; though it’s only 
two videos so far. Jamilla and Que 
want to continue to develop their 
brand and grow their business. They 
want to create safe spaces for oth-
er two same-sex parent households 
and other households by spreading 
awareness about the trials and tribu-
lations that they go through. 

Que expressed that communi-
cation is key in their relationship and 
though they are married, they are 

also friends. Que said it’s important 
to laugh and joke and keep life in-
teresting. By watching even one of 
their videos, you can see their playful 
banter and joy that they have being 
together. 

According to their YouTube Chan-
nel @JamillaandQue, it says “We are 
a two mom family living in Atlanta, 
GA spreading awareness and ac-
ceptance through visual storytelling. 
We film vlogs of our daily life to show 
the normalcy of lesbian relationships. 
Que is a masculine-presenting wom-
an who carried our daughter Harp-
er. She hopes to dispel the stigma 
around masculine women and child-
bearing. Jamilla is a foodie, life-style 
blogger and lover of all things of 
beauty. Together we hope that our 
marriage and display of motherhood 
helps pave the way for younger gen-
erations and couples.”

Today, their YouTube channel 
has 44.6k subscribers and over 400 
videos that viewers can watch. They 
also have 33.1k followers on Insta-
gram @JamillaandQue, 31.6k follow-
ers on TikTok @Jamillaandque, and 
over 16k followers on Facebook. For 
more information, or to get in touch, 
their website is 

www.jamillaandque.com. 
Jamilla and Que are both funny, 

entertaining, real about their experi-
ences, and also driven to succeed. 
All that they’ve created and accom-
plished thus far is not only inspiring 
but also necessary content that not 
only will resonate with LGBTQIA+ 
families, but with all families. ▼

Deadra Albrecht-Frasch lives in 
the Chicagoland area with her wife 
Alice and twin daughters Shay and 
Devlin. Deadra has a degree in Psy-
chology from UNC-Charlotte and 
works in the healthcare field. In her 
free time she enjoys writing, and play-
ing the piano and trumpet. She has 
also written a Children’s book that 
delves into child anxiety surrounding 
moving to a new home. Available for 
order on Amazon via ebook or pa-
perback, Stretch City: Moving Day 
https://amzn.to/3zAOQKz. Deadra 
also writes about entrepreneur Bill 
Rossi on page 50. 

Photos courtesy of CFG
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