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Since Harker’s founding in 1893 we have 

offered unrivaled academic programs 

and extracurricular offerings for students 

to explore their interests, discover their 

passions, and develop the skills to succeed 

in an ever-changing world. We are honored 

to have educated the students of the Valley 

for more than a century, and will proudly 

continue our unwavering commitment to 

excellence for generations to come.

An Unwavering
Commitment to 

Excellence.

The Harker School  |  San Jose, CA  |  K-12 College Prep  |  www.harker.org

We invite you to learn more about Harker by  exploring our website, signing up for 

one of our virtual admission events or contacting us at communications@harker.org. 

then&now

www.harker.org
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THAT'S WHERE RAINBOW FAMILIES COMES IN

ACROSS THE COUNTRY, LGBTQ+ FAMILIES FACE MOUNTING
CONCERNS OVER LEGAL RIGHTS TO FAMILYHOOD AND MORE
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¡Bienvenidos!, Herzlich Willkommen,  
Bienvenue, Välkommen, Welkom,  

Huanying, Welcome.

Welcome to a  
Broader Perspective.

BOLLES OFFERS  

AN ACADEMIC 

SETTING INCLUSIVE 

OF ALL FAITHS, 

CULTURES AND 

BACKGROUNDS.  

WE BELIEVE 

DEEPER LEARNING 

OCCURS IN A 

RESPECTFUL 

AND ACCEPTING 

ENVIRONMENT.

Bolles.org

Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School.
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Wishing All A Peaceful Holiday Season

Synergy Story.
Be part of the

For more than 45 years,
Synergy School has been creating the resilient, 

empathetic, and inspired leaders of tomorrow. To learn 
more about this unique TK-8 experience and sign up 

for a fall tour, visit synergyschool.org.

www.synergyschool.org www.presidiohill.org

Welcome to our 24th anniversary is-
sue. In the decades since we've 

been publishing, the recent years have been 
the most challenging. With the previous White 
House administration, we've seen direct 
threats to the LGBTQ community, and recent-
ly we’ve seen the overturn of Roe v. Wade, 
and the spread of Monkey Pox (in addition 
to Covid mutations). The Equality Act, which 
would provide LGBTQ people with broad pro-
tection, has stalled.

On a lighter note, our current White 
House administration is LGBTQ supportive 
and society as a whole is more accepting 
than in 1998 when Gay Parent Magazine 
(GPM) first published. In addition, this year in 
May we published the twentieth issue of our 
sister publication, Gay Parent Magazine-New 
York (see cover image). To mark the occa-
sion, readers can download a free PDF of 
the previous five Gay Parent Magazine-New 
York issues from our website until April 30, 
2023. Use this link: https://bit.ly/3ELL3MX. 
Each current issue is free through our web-
site, www.gayparentmag.com, or our social 
media.

With this end of the year issue, we give 
thanks to everyone involved in keeping GPM 
publishing: our audience of readers, subscrib-
ers, and social media followers—thank you! 
Thank you to our talented regular contribut-
ing writers, Gary, Deadra, Christopher, Ali, 
and Aubree and to the wonderful families that 
have shared their family stories with GPM’s 
audience. Much appreciation to our LGBTQ 
supportive advertisers—if you use their prod-

uct or services, let them know you found them 
through Gay Parent Magazine. A big thanks 
to GPM’s team: Vivian, Ben, Brett, Sarah, 
Rudy, and Nyema. David Kenney retired this 
year from GPM after working with GPM since 
2015. We thank David for his dedication and 
wish him the best (listen to David through his 
radio show, Everything Old Is New Again, 
https://oldisnew.org). We also welcome new-
bies, Sarah, Rudy, and Nyema.

Since 2011 GPM staff, Vivian Schepis 
and Brett Cohen have been creating original 
holiday art for GPM. They are taking a hia-
tus this year but learn more about Vivian’s art 
here, https://bit.ly/3VAHC1F. 

As 2022 comes to a close and we head 
into the new year, GPM will continue to sup-
port and give visibility to LGBTQ headed fam-
ilies. To everyone reading this, we wish you a 
wonderful holiday season, good health, and a 
peaceful 2023. ▼

Sincerely,
Angeline R. Acain
Publisher & Editor
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EMAIL & SOCIAL MEDIA

We love to hear from you. Send us your photos and comments by email at gayparentmag@gmail.com or through our 
Facebook page at, www.facebook.com/gay.parent.magazine.

www.crefeld.org/openhouse www.lexmontessori.org www.eb.org/admissions

Love makes a family. Photo by Jessica Cook.
-Santa-Perez Tiffiannii Family photo share 

from Taylor Lanier

Wonderful Instagram 
comment from 
opinionatedhijab.
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www.friendshaverford.org www.wdsnyc.org

www.theberkeleyschool.org

Is your child ready to make 
an impact on the world?

At Brooklyn Friends School, we empower young people 
to take action on the issues that matter most to them.

Visit our website or contact us to learn more at  
admissions@brooklynfriends.org.

375 Pearl Street, Brooklyn, NY  11201  
718-852-1029 • brooklynfriends.org

brooklynfriends.org

www.brooklynfriends.org
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LGBTQ Friendly Adoption Resources
So you’re thinking of building your family through adoption and 

foster care. Good news is that we have allies who realize 
LGBTQ parents can provide stable homes and forever families for 
children who need them. The following are LGBTQ friendly adop-
tion and foster care resources that can assist with your parenting 
journey.

The Barker Adoption 
Foundation
301-664-9664
www.barkeradoptionfoun-
dation.org
See their ad on page 90

Camp Clio
Summer camp for adopted 
children.
984-439-2308
www.campclio.org
See their ad on page 30

Child & Family Services 
of Northwest Michigan
231-946-8975
www.cfsnwmi.org
See their ad on page 79

The Children’s Home 
Society of New Jersey
609-695-6274 ext. 176, 
Kimberly Thompson
www.chsofnj.org/adoption
See their ad on page 51

Children’s Home Society 
of Virginia
804-353-0191
www.chsva.org
See their ad on page 56

PairTree
206-279-7578
www.pairtreefamily.com
See their ad on page 80

RaiseAChild
877-417-1440
www.raiseachild.org
See their ad on the back 
cover

Saint Dominic’s 
Family Services
917-645-9157
www.sdfs.org
See their ad on page 73

The Saint Yves Law Firm
Second Parent Adoption
443-707-8692
www.saintyveslaw.com
See their ad on page 63

SCO Family of Services
516-671-1253
www.sco.org/foster-care
See their ad on page 63

Spence-Chapin Services 
to Families & Children
212-400-8150
www.spence-chapin.org
See their ad on page 81 

You Gotta Beleive!
718-372-3003
www.yougottabelieve.org
See their ad on page 49
▼

November 19, 2022 
National Adoption Day

Visit www.nationaladoptionday.org

November is National Adoption Month
Visit www.childwelfare.gov/topics/adoption/nam/
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CALIFORNIA

Abraham Joshua 
Heschel Day School
17701 Devonshire St.
Northridge, CA 91325
818-368-5781
www.heschel.com
TK - 8th grade
See ad on page 60

Action Day l Primary Plus
10 locations throughout San 
Jose, Campbell, Mountain 
View and Saratoga
408-244-1968
www.actiondayprimaryplus.
com
Infant care - 8th grade
See ad on page 18

Bay School of 
San Francisco
35 Keyes Ave. 
San Francisco, CA 94129

415-561-5800
www.bayschoolsf.org
9th - 12th grade
See ad on page 21

Bentley School
K - 8th grade
1 Hiller Dr.
Oakland, CA 94618
510-843-2512
9th - 12th grade
1000 Upper Happy Valley 
Rd.
Lafayette, CA 94549
925-283-2101
www.bentleyschool.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 57

The Berkeley School
Early Childhood
2030 Francisco St. 
Berkeley, CA 94709
510-849-8340
K - 8th Grade

1310 University Ave. 
Berkeley, CA 94702
510665-8800
www.theberkeleyschool.org
See ad on page 11

Brandeis Marin
180 No. San Pedro Rd.
San Rafael, CA 94903
415-472-1833
www.brandeismarin.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 79

Brentwood School
K - 6th grade
12001 Sunset Blvd.
310-471-1041
7th - 12th grade
100 S. Barrington Pl.
310-476-9633
Los Angeles, CA 90049
www.bwscampus.com
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 33

The Buckley School
3900 Stansbury Ave.
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423
818-783-1610
www.buckley.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 39

Cathedral School 
for Boys
1275 Sacramento St.
San Francisco, CA 94108
415-771-6600
www.cathedralschool.net
K - 8th grade, boys school
See ad on page 31

Charles Armstrong School
1405 Solana Dr. 
Belmont, CA 94002
650-592-7570
www.charlesarmstrong.org/
admissions
2nd - 8th grade, for students 

with dyslexia and related 
learning differences.
See ad on page 76

The Country School
5243 Laurel Canyon Blvd.
Valley Village, CA 91607
818-769-2473
www.country-school.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 52

Cow Hollow School
65 Funston Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94129
415-921-2328
www.cowhollowschool.org
ages 2 - 5
See ad on page 44

Crestview Preparatory 
School
140 Foothill Blvd.
La Canada, CA 91011
818-952-0925

www.crestviewprep.org
K - 6th grade
See ad on page 40

The Crowden School
1475 Rose St.
Berkeley, CA 94702
510-559-6910
www.crowden.org
3rd - 8th grade, ensem-
ble-based curriculum
See ad on page 19

East Bay School for Boys
2340 Durant Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94704
510-621-3272
www.ebsfb.org
6th - 8th grade, boys school
See ad on page 69

www.tchs.org www.germantownfriends.org

31 WEST COULTER STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA  19144
215-951-2345  •  GERMANTOWNFRIENDS.ORG

A Quaker, Coed, Independent Day School for 
Early Childhood through Grade 12

APP LY  NOW

24th Annual Gay Parent Magazine Independent Schools Directory
Welcome to our 24th Annual Private Schools Directory where we highlight our advertising independent schools ranging from preschool to college. Most 

are co-ed but a few schools are all girls or all boys. Most are day schools but also include boarding. Some schools indicated are for students with 
learning differences, teach language immersion or are religious. The schools are located in California, Colorado, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Florida, Iowa, 
Illinois, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Washington. Contact information for each school is 
listed alphabetically by state. Visit our web site at www.gayparentmag.com to read short descriptions of some of the schools.

continued on page 15
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FR IENDSCENTRAL .ORG

Discover Friends’ Central

 

 

 
 

 An outstanding Quaker, coeducational, Nursery-grade 12 
college preparatory school in Wynnewood, PA

 

 
www.friendscentral.org www.prospectsierra.org

• Small class size   
• Rigorous and comprehensive curricula

• Specialized instruction including Orton Gillingham reading 
and Judith Hochman Basic Writing Skills programs

• Rich arts, athletics, and extracurricular programs

Apply today: www.marymcdowell.org
Contact Admissions: admissions@mmfsnyc.org

K-12 college preparatory Quaker school dedicated to 
the success of students with learning disabilities 

MARY McDOW ELL 
FRIENDS SCHOOL
Revealing Brilliance in Every Student

We empower 
our students 

to be 
engaged 

learners and 
confident 

self-advocates.

www.marymcdowell.org www.montclaircoop.org
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Echo Horizon School 
3430 McManus Ave.
Culver City, CA 90232
310-838-2442
www.echohorizon.org
Pre-K - 6th grade
See ad on page 55

Ecole Bilingue 
de Berkeley
Elementary Campus
1009 Heinz Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94710
510-549-3867
Middle School Campus
901 Grayson St.
Berkeley, CA 94710
510-549-2851
www.eb.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 10

German International 
School of Silicon Valley
310 Easy St.
Mountain View, CA 94043
650-254-0748
www.gissv.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 43

Golestan Education
320 San Carlos Ave. 
El Cerrito CA 94530
510-704-8541
www.golestankids.com
Preschool - Elementary
See ad on page 56

The Harker School
500 Saratoga Ave.
San Jose, CA 95129
408-249-2510
www.harker.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 2

Imagination lab school
Cubberley Community 
Center
4000 Middlefield Rd.
Palo Alto, CA 94303
650-460-8940
www.imagination-school.org
TK - 8th grade
See ad on page 74

Julia Morgan School 
for Girls
5000 MacArthur Blvd.
Oakland, CA 94619
510-632-6000
www.juliamorganschool.org
6th - 8th grade
See ad on page 37

Lake Tahoe 
Preparatory School
255 Olympic Valley Rd.
PO Box 2180
Olympic Valley, CA 96146
530-583-8665
www.laketahoeprep.org

9th - 12th grade, boarding 
school
See ad on page 56

The Little School
1520 Lyon St. 
San Francisco, CA 94115 
415-567-0430
www.littleschool.org
ages 2 - 6 
See ad on page 79

Live Oak School
1555 Mariposa St.
San Francisco, CA 94107
415-861-8840
www.liveoaksf.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 85

Maple Village 
Waldorf School
4017 E. 6th St.
Long Beach, CA 90814
562-434-8200
www.maplevillagewaldorf.org
Babies - 8th grade
See ad on page 63

Mid-Peninsula 
High School 
1340 Willow Rd. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
650-321-1991
www.mid-pen.org
High school for students with 
learning differences.
See ad on page 77

Millennium School
245 Valencia St.
San Francisco, CA 94103
415-992-8520
www.millenniumschool.org
6th - 8th grade
See ad on page 56

The Oxbow School 
530 Third St.
Napa, CA  94559
707-255-6000
www.oxbowschool.org 
Semester art program for 
juniors, seniors, or gap year, 
boarding.
See ad on page 69

Park Century School
3939 Landmark St.
Culver City, CA 90232
310-840-0500
www.parkcenturyschool.org
2nd - 8th grade, for students 
with learning differences
See ad on page 90

Park Day School
360 42nd St.
Oakland, CA 94609
510-653-0317
www.parkdayschool.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 15

Montessori Programs forMontessori Programs for
students ages 3 - 14students ages 3 - 14

Open Houses
November 5, 2022 | 10 AM - 12 PM

January 21, 2023 | 10 AM - 12 PM

Info and RSVP at 
CedarRiverMontessori.org

Unique
Experiential
Education

www.cedarrivermontessori.org www.waringschool.org

www.parkdayschool.org

Presidio Hill School
3839 Washington St.
San Francisco, CA 94118
415-751-9318
www.presidiohill.org
TK - 8th grade
See ad on page 9

Presidio Knolls School
250 10th St.
San Francisco, CA 94103
415-202-0770
www.presidioknolls.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 88

Prospect Sierra School
Elementary
2060 Tapscott Ave.
El Cerrito, CA 94530
510-809-9036
Middle School
960 Avis Dr.
El Cerrito, CA 94530
510-809-9000
www.prospectsierra.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 14

PS1 Pluralistic School One
1225 Broadway
Santa Monica, CA 90404
310-394-1313 x107
www.psone.org
K - 6th grade
See ad on page 48

Sacramento Country 
Day School
2636 Latham Dr. 
Sacramento, CA 95864
916-481-8811
www.saccds.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 61

San Diego French 
American School
6550 Soledad Mountain Rd.
La Jolla, CA 92037
858-456-2807
www.sdfrenchschool.org
PK - 8th grade
See ad on page 91
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610.613.2548
www.lansdownefriendsschool.org

At LFS, children actively construct 
learning. Grounded in Quaker 
values, our challenging program 
engages children as they develop  
academically, socially, and spiritually.

“Lansdowne Friends School is 
simply the best place to entrust your 
kids for their most formative years.”

Pre-K through 6th Grade

www.lansdownefriendsschool.orgwww.spes.org

Inspiring students to be generous 
and active citizens of the world.

St. Paul’s celebrates all families. 
Come check us out!

www.spes.org

www.ryecountryday.org/

www.wsmsnyc.org

San Francisco 
Schoolhouse
735 Fell St.
San Francisco, CA 94117
415-221-3435
www.sfschoolhouse.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 72

The Seven Hills School
975 N. San Carlos Dr.
Walnut Creek, CA 94598
925-933-0666
www.sevenhillsschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 45

Sierra Canyon School
Middle and Upper School
20801 Rinaldi St.
Lower School
11052 Independence Ave.
Chatsworth, CA 91311
818-882-8121
www.sierracanyonschool.org
Early Kindergarten - 12th 
grade
See ad on page 35

St. Paul's 
Episcopal School
116 Montecito Ave.
Oakland, CA 94610
510-285-9600

www.spes.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 16

Stratford School
Campuses throughout the 
Bay Area and Southern 
California
Main address
1999 S. Bascom Ave., Ste. 
400
Campbell, CA 95008
408-973-7320
www.stratfordschools.com
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 50

Summerfield Waldorf 
School and Farm
655 Willowside Rd.
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
707-575-7194
www.summerfieldwaldorf.org
Parent and infant classes - 
12th grade
See ad on page 77

Synergy School
1387 Valencia 
San Francisco, CA 94110
415-567-6177
www.synergyschool.org
TK - 8th grade
See ad on page 9

Town School for Boys
2750 Jackson St.
San Francisco, CA 94115
415-921-3747
www.townschool.com
K - 8th grade, boys school 
See ad on page 39

Vally Beth Shalom 
Day School
15739 Ventura Blvd.
Encino, CA 91436
818-788-2199
www.vbsds.org
K - 6th grade
See ad on page 63

Valley Montessori School
1273N. Livermore Ave.
Livermore, CA 94551
925-455-8021
www.valleymontessorischool.
com
age 18 months - 8th grade
See ad on page 73

Village School
780 N. Swarthmore Ave.
Pacific Palisades, CA 90272
310-459-8411
www.village-school.org
TK - 6th grade
See ad on page 50

The Waverly School
67 W. Bellevue Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91105
626-792-5940
www.thewaverlyschool.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 30

The Wesley School 
4832 Tujunga Ave.
North Hollywood, CA 91601
818-508-4717
www.wesleyschool.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 41

Westside 
Neighborhood School
5401 Beethoven St.
Los Angeles, CA 90066
310-574-8650
www.wns-la.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 61

The Willows 
Community School
8509 Higuera St.
Culver City, CA 90232
310-815-0411
www.thewillows.org
DK - 8th grade
See ad on page 57

Winston Preparatory 
School
1 Saint Vincents Dr.
San Rafael, CA 94903
415-993-5533
www.winstonprep.edu
4th - 12th grade, for students 
with learning differences.
See ad on page 26

COLORADO

Bixby School
4760 Table Mesa Dr. 
Boulder, CO 80305
303-494-7508
www.bixbyschool.org
Preschool - 5th grade
See ad on page 79

Boulder Country 
Day School
4820 Nautilus Court North
Boulder, CO 80301
303-527-4931
www.bouldercountryday.org
Preschool - Middle School
See ad on page 69

Dawson School
10455 Dawson Dr.
Lafayette, CO 80026
303-665-6679

www.dawsonschool.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 54

CONNECTICUT

Housatonic Valley 
Waldorf School
40 Dodgingtown Rd.
Newtown, CT 06470
203-364-1113
www.waldorfct.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 17

Rectory School
528 Pomfret St.
Pomfret, CT 06258
860-963-6740
www.rectoryschool.org
K - 9th grade, day and 
boarding school.
See ad on page 59

Winston Preparatory 
School
57 West Rocks Rd.
Norwalk, CT 06851
203-229-0465
www.winstonprep.edu
4th - 12th grade, for students 
with learning differences.
See ad on page 26
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PRE-K THROUGH 8TH GRADE

THE WORLD HAS CHANGED.  Let us help 
change the way you think about education.  
Academics are taught through the arts, 
movement, and time outside.  
www.waldorfct.org/apply

Enrolling for the Fall
HVWS_EnrollingForTheFall_GayParent_7.25x4.625_4C.qxp_HVS Opn House_NWT BEE 02_07  7/18/22  1:55 PM  Page 1

www.waldorfct.org/apply

DISTRICT 
OF COLUMBIA

Aidan Montessori School 
2700 27th St. NW
Washington DC 20008
202-387-2700
www.aidanschool.org
age 18 months - 6th grade
See ad on page 39

Beauvoir, The National 
Cathedral Elementary 
School
3500 Woodley Rd.
NW Washington, DC 20016
202-537-6485
www.beauvoirschool.org
Pre-K - 3rd grade
See ad on page 25

Edmund Burke School
4101 Connecticut Avenue, 
NW
Washington, DC 20008
202-362-8882
www.burkeschool.org
6th - 12th grade
See ad on page 19

Lowell School
1640 Kalmia Rd. NW
Washington DC 20012
202-577-2000
www.lowellschool.org
Pre-K - 8th grade

See ad on page 86

National Presbyterian 
School
4121 Nebraska Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20016
202-537-7500
www.nps-dc.org
age 3 - 6th grade
See ad on page 77

School for Friends
2201 P St. NW
Washington DC 20037
202-328-1789
www.schoolforfriends.org
ages 18 months - 5
See ad on page 88

Washington International 
School
3100 Macomb Street NW
Washington DC 20008
202-243-1800
www.wis.edu
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 20

FLORIDA

Alexander Montessori 
School
Adminstrative Office
6050 SW 57th Ave.
Miami, FL 33143
305-665-6274

www.alexandermontessori.
com
Preschool - 5th grade
See ad on page 53

The Bolles School
Lower School Campuses
Whitehurst
7400 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32217
Ponte Vedra Beach
200 ATP Tour Blvd.
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 
32082
Middle School
2264 Bartram Rd.
Jacksonville, FL 32207
Upper School
7400 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville FL 32217
904-256-5030
www.bolles.org
Pre-K - 12th grade, day and 
boarding school
See ad on page 6

The Vanguard School
22000 US Hwy. 27
Lake Wales, FL 33859
863-676-6091
www.vanguardschool.org
6th - 12th grade, day and 
boarding school for students 
who learn differently.
See ad on page 62

IOWA

Scattergood Friends 
School
1951 Delta Ave.
West Branch, IA 52358
319-519-1860
www.scattergood.org
6th - 12th grade, day and 
boarding school
See ad on page 85

ILLINOIS

The Ancona School
4770 S. Dorchester Ave.
Chicago, IL 60615
773-924-2356
www.anconaschool.org
Preprimary - 8th grade
See ad on page 75

Baker Demonstration 
School
201 Sheridan Rd.
Wilmette, IL 60091
847-425-5800
www.bakerdemschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 43

Bennett Day School
955 W. Grand Ave.
Chicago, IL 60642
312-236-6388
www.bennettday.org

Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 30

Chiaravalle Montessori
425 Dempster
Evanston, IL 60201
847-864-2190
www.chiaravalle.org
age 16 months - 8th grade
See ad on page 29

Countryside Day School
1985 Pfingsten Rd. 
Northbrook, IL 60062
847-498-1105
www.countrysideday.org
age 16 months - 8th grade
See ad on page 71

Francis W. Parker School
330 W. Webster Ave.
Chicago, IL 60614
773-797-5107
www.fwparker.org
Junior K - 12th grade
See ad on page 35

GEMS World 
Academy - Chicago
350 E South Water St.
Chicago, IL 60601
312-809-8941
www.gemschicago.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 40

Lycée Français 
de Chicago
1929 W. Wilson Ave.
Chicago, IL 60640
773-665-0066
www.lyceechicago.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 64

Rogers Park 
Montessori School
1800 W. Balmoral Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60640
773-271-1700
www.rpmschool.org
ages 2 - 14
See ad on page 45

LOUISIANA

Isidore Newman School
1903 Jefferson Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70115
504-896-6323
www.newmanschool.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 75
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WE SEE WHAT
YOU SEE
IN YOUR CHILD

PROGRAMS INCLUDE Join us for an 
Open House on 

November 5th, 2022
9am-2pm NOW ENROLLING!

Start Ahead. Stay Ahead.

• Infant Care
• Preschool Program
• Private Elementary and Middle School for 

• After school program by grade level
• On-site enrichment opportunities including

Birth through 8th Grade
Jr. Kindergarten through 8th Grade

dance, sports and more! 

www.actiondayprimaryplus.com

10 locations throughout San Jose, Campbell, 
Mountain View & Saratoga 

Scan for more information

MARYLAND

Barrie School
13500 Layhill Road 
Silver Spring, MD 20906 
301-576-2800
www.barrie.org
age 12 months - 12th grade
See ad on page 67

Friends Community School
5901 Westchester Park Dr.
College Park, MD 20740
301-441-2100
www.friendscommunity-
school.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 23

Friends Meeting School
3232 Green Valley Rd.
Ijamsville, MD 21754
301-798-0288
www.friendsmeetingschool.
org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 23

The Nora School
955 Sligo Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20910
301-495-6672
www.nora-school.org
9th -12th grade
See ad on page 25

Norwood School
8821 River Rd.
Bethesda, MD 20817
301-841-2130
www.norwoodschool.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 47

Oldfields School
1500 Glencoe Rd.
Sparks Glencoe, MD 21152
410-472-4800
www.oldfieldsschool.org
8th - 12th grade, girls school, 
day and boarding
See ad on page 78

Roland Park 
Country School
5204 Roland Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21210
410-323-5500
www.rpcs.org
ages 6 weeks - 5, coed
K - 12th grade, girls school
See ad on page 81

Sandy Spring 
Friends School
16923 Norwood Rd.
Sandy Spring, MD 20860
301-774-7455
www.ssfs.org
Preschool (3) - 12th grade, 
day and boarding school
See ad on page 23

MASSACHUSETTS

Applewild School
120 Prospect St.
Fitchburg, MA 01420
978-342-6053
www.applewild.org
Pre-K - 9th grade, day and 
boarding school
See ad on page 78

Bancroft School
110 Shore Dr.
Worcester, MA 01605 
508-853-2640
www.bancroftschool.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 66

Bard College 
at Simon’s Rock
84 Alford Rd.
Great Barrington, MA 01230
413-644-4400
www.simons-rock.edu
residential college for 11th or 
12th graders.
See ad on page 56

Bay Farm 
Montessori Academy
145 Loring St.
Duxbury, MA 02332
781-934-7101
www.bfarm.org
age 12 months - 8th grade

See ad on page 56

Buxton School
291 South St.
Williamstown, MA 01267
413-458-3919
www.buxtonschool.org
9th - 12th grade & Post 
Grad, day and boarding 
school
See ad on page 83

Charles River School
6 Old Meadow Rd.
Dover, MA 02030
508-785-0068
www.charlesriverschool.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 34

The Chestnut Hill School
428 Hammond St.
Chestnut Hill, MA 02467
617-566-4394
www.tchs.org
age 3 - 6th grade
See ad on page 13

Dana Hall School
45 Dana Rd.
Wellesley, MA 02482
781-235-3010
www.danahall.org
5th - 12th grade, day and 
boarding school for girls
See ad on page 88

Dedham Country 
Day School
90 Sandy Valley Rd.
Dedham, MA 02026
781-329-0850
www.dedhamcountryday.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 58

Derby Academy
56 Burditt Ave.
Hingham, MA 02043
781-749-0746
www.derbyacademy.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 75

Inly School
46 Watch Hill Dr.
Scituate, MA 02066
781-545-5544
www.inlyschool.org
Toddler - 8th grade
See ad on page 51

Lexington Montessori 
School
130 Pleasant St.
Lexington, MA 02421
781-862-8571
www.lexmontessori.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 10

Noble and Greenough 
School
10 Campus Dr.
Dedham, MA 02026
781-326-7100
www.nobles.edu
7th - 12th grade, day and 
boarding school
See ad on page 35

Riverbend School
39 Eliot St.
Natick, MA 01760
508-655-7333
www.riverbendschool.org
Toddler - 8th grade
See ad on page 38

Sparhawk School
259 Elm St.
Amesbury, MA 01913
978-388-5354
www.sparhawkschool.com
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 77

Waldorf School 
of Lexington
739 Massachusetts Ave.
Lexington, MA 02420
781-863-1062
www.thewaldorfschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 80
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Where an ambitious academic 
program, deep engagement,
and profoundly happy children
intersect. 

Trevor Day School 

trevor.org

Nursery–Grade 5: 1 W 88th Street @ Central Park West
Grades 6–12: 312 E 95th Street @ Second Avenue

T R E VO R T R A NSL AT E S : 
Ambitious academics.
Engaged students.
Balanced lives.

www.trevor.org

www.crowden.org

www.burkeschool.org/learn

Waring School
35 Standley St.
Beverly, MA 01915
978-927-8793
www.waringschool.org
6th - 12th grade
See ad on page 15

Wellan 
Montessori School
80 Crescent Ave.
Newton Centre, MA 02459
617-969-4488
www.wellan.org
Toddler - 8th grade
See ad on page 27

MINNESOTA

City of Lakes 
Waldorf School
2344 Nicollet Ave S
Minneapolis MN 55404
612-767-1502
www.clws.org
age 3 - 8th grade
See ad on page 49

NEW JERSEY

The Elisabeth 
Morrow School
435 Lydecker St.
Englewood, NJ 07631

201-568-5566
www.elisabethmorrow.org
age 2 - 8th grade
See ad on page 44

Montclair Cooperative 
School
65 Chestnut St. 
Montclair, NJ 07044
973-783-4955
www.montclaircoop.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 14

Moorestown 
Friends School
110 E. Main St.

Moorestown, NJ 08057
856-914-4426
www.mfriends.org
age 3 - 12th grade
See ad on page 27

Westfield Friends School
2201 Riverton Rd.
Cinnaminson, NJ 08077
856-829-0895
www.westfieldfriends.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 67

Winston Preparatory 
School
901 Route 10 East

Whippany, NJ 07981
973-500-6480
www.winstonprep.edu
4th - 12th grade, for students 
with learning differences.
See ad on page 26

NEW YORK

Bank Street School 
for Children
610 W. 112th St.
New York, NY  10025
212-875-4433
school.bankstreet.edu 
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 84

Blue School 
241 Water St. 
New York, NY 10038
212-228-6341
www.blueschool.org
age 2 - 8th grade
See ad on page 47

The Brick Church School
62 E. 92nd St.
New York, NY 10128
212-289-5683
www.brickchurchschool.org
ages 2 - 6 yrs.
See ad on page 62
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www.sprucestreetschool.org

Our differences are what we 
have in common!
Our multicultural, multilingual environment educates global 
citizens beginning in Preschool and culminating in the  
world-renowned IB Diploma Program in Grades 11 and 12.

TOURS AVAILABLE 
THROUGH MID-DECEMBER. 
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED.

We welcome applicants from 
varied language backgrounds and 
skill levels, including beginners.

Learn more at www.wis.edu
www.wis.edu

Brooklyn Friends School
375 Pearl St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-852-1029
www.brooklynfriends.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 11

The Cathedral School
1047 Amsterdam Ave.
New York, NY 10025
212-316-7500
www.cathedralnyc.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 91

C'E Montessori Brooklyn
117 S. 3rd St.
Brooklyn, NY 11249
347-384-2179
www.montessoribrooklyn.com
Toddlers - 5th grade
See ad on page 82

The Chapin School
100 East End Ave.
New York, NY 10028
212-744-2335
www.chapin.edu
K - 12th grade, girls school
See ad on page 21

Chelsea Day School
319 Fifth Ave., 2nd Floor
New York, NY 10016
212-675-8541
www.chelseadayschool.org
ages 2.3 - 5
See ad on page 31

City and Country School
146 W. 13th St.
New York, NY 10011
212-242-7802
www.cityandcountry.org
age 2 - 8th grade
See ad on page 8

Collegiate School
301 Freedom Place South
New York, NY 10069
212-812-8500
www.collegiateschool.org
K - 12th grade, boys school
See ad on page 70

The Dalton School
K - 3rd grade
53 E. 91st St.
New York, NY 10128
4th - Dalton E. & PE Center
200 E. 87th St.
New York, NY 10128
4th - 12th grade
108 E. 89th St.
New York, NY 10128
212-423-5200
www.dalton.org
See ad on page 89

The École
Main Campus
111 E. 22nd St.

New York, NY 10010
646-410-2238
www.theecole.org 
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 7

The First Presbyterian 
Church Nursery School
12 W. 12th St.
New York, NY 10011
212-691-3432
www.fpcns.org
ages 2 - 5.3
See ad on page 47

French-American School 
of New York
Pre & Lower School 
111 Larchmont Ave. 
Larchmont, NY 10538
Middle School 
145 New St. 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543
High School 
320 East Boston Post Rd. 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543
914-240-0401
www.fasny.org
Nursery - 12th grade
See ad on page 28

Garden School
33-16 79th St.
Jackson Heights, NY 11372
718-335-6363
www.gardenschool.org
Nursery - 12th grade
See ad on page 21

The Gow School
2491 Emery Rd.
South Wales, NY 14139
716-652-3450
www.gow.org
6th - 12th grade, day and 
boarding school for students 
with dyslexia and similar 
language-based learning 
challenges.
See ad on page 34

Green Meadow 
Waldorf School
307 Hungry Hollow Rd.
Chestnut Ridge, NY 10977
845-356-2514
www.gmws.org
Nursery - 12th grade
See ad on page 49

Hackley School
293 Benedict Ave.
Tarrytown, NY 10591
914-366-2642
www.hackleyschool.org
K - 12th grade, day and 
boarding.
See ad on page 42

Hannah Senesh 
Community Day School
342 Smith St.
Brooklyn, NY 11231

718-858-8663
www.hannahsenesh.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 85

The Harvey School
260 Jay St.
Katonah, NY 10536
914-232-3161
www.harveyschool.org
6 - 12th grade, day and 
boarding (9th - 12th) grade
See ad on page 58

The IDEAL School
Mailing address
314 W. 91 St.
New York, NY 10024
Upper school
270 W. 89th St.
New York, NY 10024
212-769-1699
www.theidealschool.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 45

The International 
Preschools
345 E. 86th St.
New York, NY 10028
212-371-8604
www.ipsnyc.org
ages 2 - 5
See ad on page 41

The Kew-Forest School
119-17 Union Turnpike
Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-268-4667
www.kewforest.org
Preschool -12th grade
See ad on page 55

Manhattan 
Country School
150 W. 85th St.
New York, NY 10024
212-348-0952
www.manhattancountry-
school.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 8

Mary McDowell
Friends School 
Elementary School
20 Bergen St.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-625-3939
Middle School
133-135 Summit St.
Brooklyn, NY 11231
718-625-3939
Upper School
23 Sidney Pl.
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-855-0141
www.marymcdowell.org
K - 12th grade, school 
for students with learning 
challenges.
See ad on page 14

continued on page 22
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www.gardenschool.org

www.chapin.edu

The Chapin School is committed to 
diversity in its culture, curriculum and 
program. Believing that an equitable, 
inclusive community is essential 
to learning, Chapin actively seeks 
families, faculty and staff who bring a 
range of experiences to the school. 
Expecting and requiring respect 
for others are hallmarks of our 
educational process. 

Historically an all girls’ school, Chapin 
considers applications from any 
student who identifies as a girl, and 
remains devoted to the education and 
leadership of girls and young women. 
Recent updates to our policies focus 
on support for our students who 
come to understand that they do 
not identify as girls after joining the 
Chapin community. Every student 
and their family should feel they fully 
belong at Chapin and no student 
will be asked to leave because of 
their gender identity.  We hope you 
will visit www.chapin.edu, to learn 
more about Chapin, which educates 
students in grades Kindergarten 
through Class 12.

The Chapin School

UNDER ONE ROOF

100 East End Avenue, New York, NY
www.bayschoolsf.org
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Marymount School 
of New York
1026 Fifth Ave.
New York, NY 10028
212-744-4486
www.marymountnyc.org
Nursery - 12th grade, girls 
school
See ad on page 88

Metropolitan 
Montessori School
325 W. 85th St.
New York, NY 10024
212-579-5525
www.mmsny.org
age 2s program - 8th grade
See ad on page 37

New Amsterdam School
62 Avenue B
New York, NY 10009
212-521-1820
www.newamsterdamschool.
org
Nursery - 5th grade
See ad on page 65

Professional 
Children’s School
132 West 60th St.
New York, NY 10023
212-582-3116
www.pcs-nyc.org
6th - 12th grade, geared 
toward working and aspiring 

child actors and dancers.
See ad on page 12

Pusteblume International 
Preschool
244 W. 14th St.
New York, NY 10011
212-206-1137
www.pusteblumenyc.org
ages 2 - 5 
See ad on page 48

Rebecca McKee
The 13th Child
Autism & Behavioral 
Coaching
31 Woodruff Ave., 7T
Brooklyn, NY 11226
718-316-8057
www.the13thchild.org
See ad on page 40

The Red Balloon 
Learning Center
560 Riverside Dr.
New York, NY 10027
212-663-9006
www.redballoonlearning-
center.org
ages 2 - 5
See ad on page 80

Riverdale 
Country School
Lower School
1 Spaulding Lane

Bronx, NY 10471
718-549-7780
Middle & Upper School
5250 Fieldston Rd.
Bronx, NY 10471
718-549-8810
www.riverdale.edu
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 24

Rodeph Sholom School
10 W. 84th St.
168 W. 79th St.
7 W. 83rd St.
New York, NY 10024
646-438-8600
www.rodephsholomschool.
org
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 92

Ross School
18 Goodfriend Dr.
East Hampton, NY 11937
637-907-5400
www.ross.org
Nursery - 12th grade, day 
and boarding school
See ad on page 29

Rye Country Day School
Cedar St.
Rye, NY 10580
914-925-4513
www.ryecountryday.org
Pre-K - 12th grade

See ad on page 16

Saint Ann's School
129 Pierrepont St. 
Brooklyn, NY 11201
718-522-1660
www.saintannsny.org
Preschool - 12th grade
See ad on page 56

St. Hilda’s & 
St. Hugh’s School
619 W. 114th St.
New York, NY 10025
212-932-1980
www.sthildas.org
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 33

The Town School
540 E. 76th St.
New York, NY 10021
212-288-6395
www.thetownschool.org
Nursery - 8th grade
See ad on page 87

Trevor Day School
Nursery - 5th grade
1 W. 88th St.
New York, NY 10024
212-426-3300
6th - 12th grade
312 E. 95th St.
New York, NY 10128
212-426-3360

www.trevor.org
See ad on page 19

Weekday School
91 Claremont Ave.
New York, NY 10027
212-870-6743
www.wdsnyc.org
ages 2 - 5
See ad on page 11

West Side 
Montessori School
309 W. 92nd St.
New York, NY 10025
212-662-8000
www.wsmsnyc.org
ages 2 - 6
See ad on page 16

Wetherby-Pembridge 
School
7 E. 96th St.
New York, NY 10128
646-213-3400
www.wetherby-pembridge.
org
ages 2 - 14
See ad on page 60

Winston Preparatory 
School
126 W. 17th St.
New York, NY 10011
212-496-8400
Transitions:

240 Madison Ave.
New York, NY 10016
646-869-4600
Long Island:
30 Deforest Rd.
Dix Hills, NY 11746
631-779-2400
www.winstonprep.edu
4th - 12th grade, for students 
with learning differences.
See ad on page 26

York Prep
40 W. 68th St.
New York, NY 10023
212-362-0400
www.yorkprep.org
6th - 12th grade
See ad on page 22

PENNSYLVANIA    

The Agnes Irwin School
275 South Ithan Ave.
Rosemont, Pa 19010
610-801-1869
www.agnesirwin.org
Pre-K - 12th grade, girls 
school
See ad on page 75

AIM Academy
1200 River Rd.
Conshohocken, PA 19428
215-483-aim1 (2461)
www.aimpa.org
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PEACE

SIMPLICITY

Quaker values play a vital role in  
our lessons and communities.

COMMUNITY

INTEGRITY

STEWARDSHIP

EQUALITY

QUAKER SCHOOLS 
ARE FRIENDS TO ALL

Friends Meeting School
Frederick County, MD

100 students, Grades K-12
Private Tours by Appointment

admissions@friendsmeetingschool.org

Friends Community School
College Park, MD

255 students, Grades K-8
In Person & Virtual Admission Events

www.friendscommunityschool.org

Sandy Spring Friends School
Montgomery County, MD

675 students,  Preschool (Age 3)-Grade 12
In-Person & Virtual Admission Events

www.ssfs.org

Discover: QUAKER SCHOOLS

www.friendscommunityschool.org
www.friendsmeetingschool.org
www.ssfs.org

1st - 12th grade, for students 
with language based learning 
challenges.
See ad on page 85

The Crefeld School
8836 Crefeld St.
Philadelphia, PA 19118
215-242-5545
www.crefeld.org
7th - 12th grade
See ad on page 10

Delaware Valley 
Friends School
19 E. Central Ave.
Paoli, PA 19301
610-640-4150
www.dvfriends.org
1st - 12th grade
See ad on page 69

Fishtown Montessori
307 E. Girard Ave.
Philadelphia, PA 19125
215-821-1455
www.fishtownmontessori.
com
ages 18 months - 6
See ad on page 64

Friends’ Central School
1101 City Ave.
Wynnewood, PA 19096
610-649-7440
www.friendscentral.org
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 14

Friends School 
Haverford
851 Buck Lane
Haverford, PA 19041
610-642-2334
www.friendshaverford.org
Nursery - 5th grade
See ad on page 11

George School
1690 Newtown Langhorne 
Rd.
Newtown, PA 18940
215-579-6500
www.georgeschool.org
9th - 12th grade, day and 
boarding school.
See ad on page 46

Germantown Academy
340 Morris Rd.
Fort Washington, PA 19034
267-405-7070
www.germantownacademy.
net
Pre-K - 12th grade
See ad on page 64

Germantown 
Friends School
Main Campus
31 W. Coulter St.
Philadelphia, PA 19144

Center City
The Curtis Center
601 Walnut St.
Philadelphia, PA 19106
215-951-2345
www.germantownfriends.org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 13

Gwynedd Friends School
1101 Dekalb Pike
Gwynedd PA 19454
215-699-5392
www.gwyneddfriendsschool.
org
ages 2 - 6
See ad on page 38

The Haverford School
450 Lancaster Ave.
Haverford, PA 19041
www.haverford.org
Pre-K - 12th grade, boys 
school
See ad on page 68

Lansdowne Friends School
110 N. Lansdowne Ave.
Lansdowne, PA 19050
610-623-2548
www.lansdownefriendss-
chool.org
Pre-K - 6th grade
See ad on page 16

The Philadelphia School
2501 Lombard St.
Philadelphia, PA 19146
215-545-5323
www.tpschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 12

Plymouth Meeting 
Friends School
2150 Butler Pike
Plymouth Meeting, PA 19462
www.pmfs1780.org
age 3 - 6th grade
See ad on page 68

VIRGINIA 

Browne Academy
5917 Telegraph Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22310
571-451-1006
www.browneacademy.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 47

Commonwealth 
Academy
1321 Leslie Ave.
Alexandria, VA  22301
703-548-6912
www.ca-empowers.org
3rd - 12th grade
See ad on page 65

The Congressional School
3229 Sleepy Hollow Rd.

Falls Church, VA 22042
703-533-1064
www.congressionalschool.
org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 38

Montessori School 
of Northern Virginia
Hillbrook Campus
6820 Pacific Lane
Annandale, VA 22003
703-256-9577
Valleybrook Campus
3433 Rose Lane
Falls Church, VA 22042
703-992-0255
Sleepy Hollow Camps
3435 Sleepy Hollow Rd.
Falls Church, VA 22042
571-294-4769
www.msnv.org
ages 2 - 12
See ad on page 73

St. Stephen’s and 
St. Agnes School
Lower School
400 Fontaine St.
Alexandria, VA 22302
Middle School
4401 W. Braddock Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22304
Upper School
1000 St. Stephen’s Rd.
Alexandria, VA 22304
703-212-2705
www.sssas.org/admission
age 3 - 12th grade
See ad on page 65

Tandem Friends School
279 Tandem Lane
Charlottesville, VA 22902
434-951-9314
www.tandemfs.org
5th - 12th grade
See ad on page 35

Westminster School
3819 Gallows Rd.
Annandale, VA 22003
703-256-3620
www.westminsterschool.com
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 84

WASHINGTON 

Bertschi School
2227 10th Ave. East
Seattle, WA 98102
206-324-5476
www.bertschi.org
Pre-K - 5th grade
See ad on page 25

Cedar River 
Montessori School
15828 SE Jones Rd. 
Renton, WA 98058 
425-271-9614

www.cedarrivermontessori.
org
age 3 - 8th grade
See ad on page 15

French American School 
of Puget Sound
3795 E. Mercer Way
Mercer Island, WA 98040
206-275-3533
www.fasps.org
age 24 months - 8th grade
See ad on page 36

The Jewish Day School 
of Metropolitan Seattle
15749 NE 4th St.
Bellevue, WA 98008
www.jds.org
Early childhood - 8th grade
See ad on page 83

The Little School
2812 116th Ave. NE
Bellevue, WA 98004
425-827-8708
www.thelittleschool.org/
explore
Preschool - 5th grade
See ad on page 24

New Discovery School
7219 Roosevelt Way NE
Seattle, WA 98115
206-447-2377
www.newdiscoveryschool.org
ages 3 - 5
See ad on page 56

Puget Sound 
Community School
660 S. Dearborn St.
Seattle, WA 98122
206-324-4350
www.pscs.org
6th - 12th grade
See ad on page 40

Seattle Country 
Day School
2619 4th Ave. N
Seattle, WA 98109
206-691-2625
www.seattlecountryday.org
K - 8th grade
See ad on page 27

Soundview School
6515 196th St. SW
Lynnwood, WA 98036
425-778-8572
www.soundview.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 65

Spruce Street School
914 Virginia St.
Seattle, WA 98101
206-621-9211
www.sprucestreetschool.org
K - 5th grade
See ad on page 20

continued on page 25
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admissions@thelittleschool.org
thelittleschool.org/explore

Schedule a 
campus visit 
today!

Cultivating curiosity, creativity and joy

• Preschool through 5th 
grade in Bellevue, WA

• 12.5-acre campus 
for investigation and 
discovery

• Blended indoor/
outdoor learning

• Small student-to-
teacher ratio

www.thelittleschool.org/explore

ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

Adoption For All!
Adopting a child can be a lengthy, expensive 

and complicated process and sadly, for mem-
bers of the LGBTQ+ community additional challenges 
may be faced, as well.  While LGBTQ+ people can 
adopt in all 50 states in the U.S., some states still lack 
protections against adoption discrimination.  As a re-
sult, some adoption agencies in the U.S. continue to 
refuse service to families based on family structure, 
gender identity and sexual orientation. 

With a mission to remove these barriers and mod-
ernize the antiquated adoption industry, PairTree - an 
inclusive adoption platform - was launched in 2020. 
Founded by two-time adoptive parent, Erin Quick, 
PairTree provides a fully comprehensive adoption ex-
perience that tailors the process and provides continu-
ous guidance every step of the way.  

Traditional approaches to adoption – which in-
clude high fees, lengthy timelines and sometimes dis-
crimination and fraud – have remained the same for 
decades.  Erin decided it was time to leverage technology 
and her personal adoption experiences to provide a sim-
ple, more cost and time-effective solution to the problem. 
Offering home study, matching, legal and adoption support 

services, the PairTree process delivers private, domestic 
adoption resources at your fingertips for a fraction of the 
fees. 

Making adoption accessible to all people, regardless 
of sexual orientation, faith, age, 

Seth and Barret, who matched with their son’s 
birth mother on PairTree, with their son, Estes.

continued on page 27
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www.beauvoirschool.org

Nothing is beyond their imagination.
Including each others’ point of view.
Through our steadfast commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion, 
we’ve built a unique community based on deep, mutual understanding, 
where different ideas and perspectives are not just respected, but valued. 
At Beauvoir, children learn the compassion and empathy that will define 
them throughout their lives as vital, positive leaders in their communities, 
and in the world.
  

Beauvoir. Just Imagine.

beauvoirschool.org

W W W. N O R A - S C H O O L .O R G

Think differently. At The Nora 
School, these are words we take  
to heart. This small, college  
preparatory high school, grades 
9–12, works to bring out the  
best in students with diverse  
learning styles since 1964. S
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www.nora-school.org

www.bertschi.org

St. Thomas School
8300 NE 12th St.
Medina, WA 98039
425-454-5880
www.stthomasschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 32

University Child 
Development School
5062 9th Ave. NE
Seattle, WA 98105
206-547-8237
www.ucds.org

Infant-Toddler Education - 
5th grade
See ad on page 39

The Valley School
318 30th Ave. E
Seattle, WA 98112
206-328-4475
www.thevalleyschool.org
Pre-K - 5th grade
See ad on page 51

Villa Academy
5001 NE 50th St.
Seattle, WA 98105
206-527-9388
www.thevilla.org
Pre-K - 8th grade
See ad on page 80

Westside School
10404 34th Ave. SW 
Seattle, WA 98146
206-932-2511
www.westsideschool.org
Preschool - 8th grade
See ad on page 51

West Sound Academy
16571 Creative Dr. NE
Poulsbo, WA 98370
360-598-5954
www.westsoundacademy.org
6th - 12th grade
See ad on page 37

Woodinville 
Montessori School
19102 North Creek Pkwy.
Bothell, WA 98011
13965 NE 166th St.
Woodinville, WA 98072
425-482-3184
www.woodinvillemontessori.
org
Toddler - 12th grade
See ad on page 45

Yellow Wood Academy 
9655 SE 36th St., Ste. 101
Mercer Island, WA 98040
206-236-1095
www.yellowwoodacademy.
org
K - 12th grade
See ad on page 45
▼
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A Place to be Understood
Finding the right school for your child with a 
learning difference is essential. Winston Prep  
is a leading school network for students through 
12th grade with learning differences, such as  
dyslexia, ADHD, and nonverbal learning disorders. 

Register for an open house today and learn  
more at www.winstonprep.edu/admissions  
or contact the Admissions Director for the  
campus nearest to you.

The Winston Preparatory School does not discriminate against applicants and   
students on the basis of race, color, or national or ethnic origin.

New York | New Jersey | Connecticut | California | Online

www.winstonprep.edu/admissions

ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

Two Dads Share Their 
Barker Adoption Journey 

 
“We Thought She Was the Most 

Adorable Baby in the World—and 
We Still Think She Is” 

For people considering adop-
tion, there comes that moment 

when the time is right to get the pro-
cess started. For Jordan and Anthony, 
it was after they returned to the U.S. 
in 2016 after living in Anthony’s native 
Belgium for a number of years.  

Adoption had always been their 
plan. Jordan had lots of adopted 
friends growing up in Illinois. “We 
called our school the ‘adoption capi-
tal,’” he says.  

They started looking at agencies, 
and after attending an information 
session [https://bit.ly/3S9GMXG] de-
cided to work with The Barker Adop-
tion Foundation in Fall of 2018 

[https://bit.ly/3r3LGtq]. They sat 

in on a few Barker 
trainings—one they 
found particularly 
helpful featured par-
ents talking about 
what they experi-
enced during the 
adoption process.  

Barker staff ad-
vised on how much 
to share about the 
adoption process 
and with whom. 
That’s because if 
there were a place-
ment disruption, 
they’d have enough 
to do dealing with 
their own emotions, 
much less keeping 
a big group of peo-
continued on page 28

Anthony, Jordan, and Naomi, last year's 
Father's Day, Washington DC.
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www.wellan.org www.seattlecountryday.org/admissions

Celebrating differences.
Questioning answers.
Fostering open minds.

Seattle 
Country  
Day SChool

For gifted children, K-8 
Rooted in inquiry. Dedicated to equity.  
seattlecountryday.org/admissions

family structure or financial resourc-
es is and will always be at the core 
of PairTree’s purpose.  PairTree pro-
vides a fully comprehensive adoption 
experience to all those seeking to 
create a family.  

PairTree’s first adoption success 
story came when Seth Garrison and 
Barret Anspach, matched with their 
birth mother after only ten days on 
the PairTree platform. “Our birth 
mother found our profile on PairTree 
and because of the way the platform 
laid out essential qualities about the 
two of us and what we think about 
things, that gave her a really good 
idea of who we were from the very 
beginning,” said Barret.

Seth and Barret were matched 
with their 
birth mother 
in January 
2021 and in 
May of that 
year, they 
traveled to 
the Midwest 
for the birth 
of their son, 
Estes. “Pair-
Tree makes 

what is a really confusing process 
that much more simple,” added Bar-
ret.   

PairTree developed and utilizes a 
proprietary personality-based match-
ing system which provides a solution 
to one of the primary pain points of 
the traditional adoption process – the 
ability to find and connect expectant 
mothers with families seeking adop-
tion. This matching process increas-
es transparency for biological parents 
and adoptive families, resulting in 
highly compatible matches, as seen 
in Seth and Barret’s adoption story.

PairTree offers an easy path for 
all adopting families to follow, provid-
ing everything hopeful parents need 
in one place in order to confident-
ly take control of the family building 
journey.  For more information on 
PairTree and the company’s inclusive 
adoption services, please visit 

www.pairtreefamily.com.  ▼

Photo courtesy of PairTree

PairTree continued from page 24
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ple informed. So they kept their support team pretty small. 
“We followed that advice and it 
served us well,” says Anthony. 

In mid-September came a 
profile that fit. “We both read it 
and said, ‘This sounds exact-
ly like us,’” says Jordan. They 
said yes. “I just had this feeling 
that this is it,” says Anthony.  

They’ve adapted to all that 
happens in a baby’s first 2 
years—the changes in eating 
and sleeping patterns. They 
learned some practical tips for 
other would-be adoptive par-
ents too: get a daycare near 
where you live, not near where 
you work. Don’t wait till you’re 
matched to start looking for 
daycare because with today’s 
long waiting lists, there’s not 
much time. 

“We really appreciated 
Barker’s partnership with us 
throughout the process. It was 
reassuring that we had some-
one who understood our par-
ticular circumstances and that 
we could ask any question to – 

Barker Adoption Foundation continued from page 26

The family in Quechee Gorge, Vermont.
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Experience a modern 
Montessori education 
that inspires independent, 
compassionate, and 
innovative thinkers

425 Dempster, Evanston, IL www.chiaravalle.org

www.chiaravalle.org

www.ross.org

The family spending Easter 
last year at the US National 
Arboretum, Washington DC.

which we did from time to time during 
our placement process. In all our in-
teractions, we felt the Barker staff 
were excited for us and genuinely 
cared about our progress in starting 
a family.” 

“Naomi is now a wonderfully fun 
and energetic 2 ½ year old. She’s 
fascinated with the outdoors and in-
sists on staying outside and playing 
as much as she can. She also loves 
to sing and you’ll usually find her 
singing her favorites tunes at nearly 
all times of day.”  

If you are exploring expanding 
your family through adoption, Bark-
er has helped create loving adop-
tive families for over 75 years. Our 
services help prepare prospective 
parents like you with everything you 
need to navigation your options, 
support through the process and a 
lifetime of services for you and your 
family well after placement. 

Learn more about Barker’s pro-
grams and services by visiting our 
website, www.barkeradoptionfoun-
dation.org [https://bit.ly/3eoKcHg] or 
by calling our office, 301- 664-9664 
and speaking to an adoption expert 
today.  ▼

Photos courtesy of Barker Adoption Founda-
tion
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https://bit.ly/3pDl2H7 or www.bennettday.orgwww.campclio.org

www.fertilitynj.com

DR. WILLIAM F. ZIEGLER | DR. ALAN M. MARTINEZ
EATONTOWN • TOMS RIVER • LAWRENCEVILLE

732-918-2500 l FERTILITYNJ.COM

Reproductive Science Center of NJ

Helping Small Miracles Happen

The Reproductive Science Center of NJ is a leading provider of advanced reproductive technologies. Our 
center  combines a commitment to compassionate care with a cutting –edge fertility program.  We believe 
that everyone should have the opportunity to be a parent and a treatment plan can be customized to fit his 
or her unique situation. We believe that the most important quality a fertility clinic can o�er is genuine 
concern and understanding for you and your emotional needs. Our experienced doctors, nurses, and sta� 
fully understand the emotional and medical challenges that confront prospective parents. We strive to 
make all patients feel calm, comfortable and confident throughout their entire course of treatment.  
RSCNJ has 3 convenient locations within Central NJ o�ering free phone consultations and free second 
opinions by phone, along with evening and weekend hours.

• COMPREHENSIVE FERTILITY CARE • INTRAUTERINE INSEMINATION (IUI)
• IN VITRO FERTILIZATION (IVF) • RECIPROCAL IVF • PREIMPLANTATION GENETIC TESTING

• DONOR EGG • DONOR SPERM • GESTATIONAL CARRIER (SURROGATE)

NURTURE
YOUR CHILD'S

CURIOSITY
bit.ly/bennettschoolchicago

Visit our website for the 
fall admissions schedule, 

posted online at the end of August.

67 west bellevue ave., pasadena ca 91105

admissions@thewaverlyschool.org 
www.thewaverlyschool.org

Why Waverly?
Waverly has three 

distinct divisions and campuses, 
elementary (preschool-6th), 
middle school (7th and 8th), 

and high school. 

Waverly’s environment is 
developmental, intellectual, 

and engaging.

Waverly teachers are 
intelligent, caring, flexible 

people who truly enjoy working 
with young people.

Waverly AP Courses 
are available to all students.

Waverly graduates attend a wide 
range of colleges and universities.

Waverly is an 
open, inclusive community.

www.thewaverlyschool.org
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Chelsea Day School

A Nursery/Kindergarten
For Children Ages 2-5

319 Fifth Avenue, 2nd Floor 
New York, NY 10016

212-675-8541  Fax 212-675-8385
www.chelseadayschool.org

www.chelseadayschool.org www.cathedralschool.net

ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

Rob Stow and Jeremy Evans of Michigan 
and Their Three Children
By Emma Smith

Rob Stow and Jeremy Evans became licensed foster parents 
with Child and Family Services in Michigan 12 years ago. 

“We knew we wanted to have children,” Jeremy says, “but we weren’t 
sure what route we wanted to take to make that happen yet.“ The year 
was 2010, and at the time, gay marriage wasn’t legal in Michigan, 
which meant very few options for gay couples looking to adopt joint-
ly. “We were thinking about several different possibilities,” Rob shared, 
“from private adoption, to surrogacy, to foster care. But really, it all just 
seemed like a legal nightmare.” 

Rob and Jeremy were considering adoption through foster care, 
but had their reservations. Jeremy’s parents had been licensed foster 
parents when he was in college, and while he saw many positives, he 
knew that fostering was no walk in the park. “They took in nine infants,” 
Jeremy recalls, “and about five or six older children. It was tough. All of 
the kids had experienced trauma and I saw a lot of ugly things about the 
foster care system.”   

As they considered their options, Rob and Jeremy spoke with an-
other CFS family who had adopted, Dave McCleary and Len Mayhew. 
Talking to them made Rob and Jeremy think that maybe they were up 
to the task after all. They also read Dan Savage’s The Kid, “which is the 

book that all gay 
parents read,” 
joked Jeremy. 
So the couple 
thought about 
it, and then they 
thought some 
more. They con-
sidered other 
gay parents they 
knew who’d had 
to take out a sec-
ond mortgage 
on their home 
just to be able to 
afford a private 
adoption. “We could have gone that route,” said Rob, “…spent our life 
savings adopting a child who was also going to have issues-- because 
what kid doesn’t-- or we could become foster parents. We could help 
the community, and hopefully, one day, be able to fulfill our own dream 

Rob Stow (left) and Jeremy Evans live in 
Leland, Michigan with their three children, 

Sadie, Gus, and Millie.
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SPECIALIZING IN
SMALL MIRACLES
WITH PERSONALIZED FERTILITY CARE

OFFERING THE LATEST IN
REPRODUCTIVE CARE IN A

warm & compassionate
ENVIRONMENT.

BOARD CERITIFIED IN
REPRODUCTIVE

ENDOCRINOLOGY & INFERTILITY

DR. LOUIS R. MANARA
“The only Doctor who is with you from

Consultation to Conception”

The Center for
Reproductive Medicine

& Fertility

www.louismanara.com
FOR AN APPT. CALL 856-767-0009

200A RT. 73 N., VOORHEES, NJ 08043
(ACROSS FROM VIRTUA)

•  Over 30 years experience
•  State of the Art Facility with
 IVF Lab on Premises
• IVF and all innovative new treatments
• Artificial Insemination
• Donor Egg Program
• Egg Freezing

•  Enjoy the comfort of knowing your
 doctor really knows you!

www.louismanara.com

St. Thomas School is committed to 
maintaining a connected and inclusive 

community where all families are 
celebrated, and every child is 

loved, supported, and inspired.

PRESCHOOL – 8TH GRADE
VISIT US AT STTHOMASSCHOOL.ORG       

YOUR VISION,
OUR MISSION

MEDINA, WASHINGTON

www.stthomasschool.org

of adoption as well.”  After considering all the 
pros and cons, Rob and Jeremy made the 
life-changing decision to open their homes, 
and their hearts, to children in need of foster 
care.   

At that time, CFS was the only private 
agency that would license gay couples for 
foster care. But that didn’t stop Rob or Jere-
my from being up-front and to the point when it 
came to expressing their needs. “Because my 
family was a foster family, I already knew the 
score,” said Jeremy, “which kind of made me 
come in with guns blazing.“  

“We were very strong advocates for our 
kids, and, frankly, unwilling to compromise on 
certain things,” added Rob. “That said, CFS 
seemed like the most progressive, the most 
diverse agency. They were open to all kinds 
of families; whether it was us, a single parent, 
a non-religious family or a non-traditional fam-
ily… they were understanding at a time when 
not everyone in this area felt the same way.”  

Fast forward 12 years, Rob and Jeremy 
have had 8 foster care placements, and have 
since adopted three children who are now per-
manent members of the Evans-Stow family. 
The fostering journey has not been without 
heartbreak, however. Rob and Jeremy’s first 

foster care placement, a 
sibling group of 3, lived with 
them for two and half years 
before they were returned 
home by the judge presiding 
over the case, against the ad-
vice of all involved. Thinking 
back on that devastating loss, 
even today, Rob and Jeremy 
are flooded with emotion that 
comes from the grief they 
experienced after losing the 
children they considered their 
own. “We felt underprepared 
for the grief,” says Jeremy, “it 
felt like a death, but no one 
really knew how to support 
us, what to say.”  

Two months later, Rob 
and Jeremy got a call from 
CFS asking if they would be willing to take 
placement of a 4-month old baby girl. That was 
how their first daughter, Sadie, came to be ad-
opted in 2017. “The courthouse in Leelanau 
County was packed,” recalls Jeremy, “I mean 
the jury box, the viewing area, even outside 
the building. Larry Nelson was the judge, and 
he was also a family acquaintance. He had 

bought personalized gifts for Sadie because 
he knew her–Disney princesses, that kind of 
thing. The caseworkers cried, the attorneys 
cried… even the bailiff cried! Everyone was 
emotional and it was just so great to have them 
all there for this new beginning. To experience 
that kind of joy when the right thing happened 
with Sadie was really 

Jeremy and Rob and their children.

continued on page 34
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BRENTWOOD SCHOOL
INSPIRES EVERY STUDENT TO:

Think critically and creatively.

Act ethically.

Shape a future with meaning.

Trust • Respect • Responsibility
Honesty • Caring • Diversity • Community 

(K-5) 12001 Sunset Blvd., 310.471.1041 
(6-12) 100 S. Barrington Pl., 310.476.9633 

LOS ANGELES, CA 90049

www.bwscampus.com
www.bwscampus.com

“Access to an outstanding education should
not be limited to one socio-economic class
of children, or one race, learning style, or

family composition. The inclusive educational
community here at St. Hilda’s & St. Hugh’s
is transformative, not just for those of us

who are part of it but for everyone
whom we encounter.”

Board Chair, The Rev. Kathleen Liles

Upper West Side, New York City
www.sthildas.org

(212) 932-1980

www.sthildas.org

ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

LOL – The Power of Laughter and How Reading 
Lets the Joy of Laughter Ring Loud

By Jeanne Huybrechts, Chief Academic Officer, Stratford School

“A smile starts on the lips, a grin spreads 
to the eyes, a chuckle comes from the belly; 
and a good laugh bursts forth from the soul, 
overflows, and bubbles all around.” 

— Carolyn Birmingham, author

Is there any sound more wonderful 
that a child’s laugh?  Often when 

we think about children, we have a vision of 
fun, play, and laughter. 

We all need a laugh right now, so we 
have compiled our favorite LOL list of books.  
There are read-aloud books for preschoolers 
and a variety of stories for readers at all lev-
els – beginning readers to preteens.  Some 
are goofy-silly, others witty and clever, some 
include gorgeous illustrations, a couple offer 
relatable life-lessons learned through misad-
ventures or embarrassing moments -- and ALL 
will make the reader laugh out loud.

  
Preschool
This Moose Belongs To Me Written and Il-
lustrated by Oliver Jeffers

How can a book that is so beautiful also 
be so funny? This book has so many quirky 
moments you will absolutely have to read it 

twice. We start out with Wilfred, 
a very organized young boy com-
plete with suspenders and a bow 
tie, and his pet moose Marcel, 
who is not always good at follow-
ing the many constraining rules 
of being a pet. Through the book, 
they take a journey to stunningly 
painted mountain landscapes in 
which they meet other “owners” of 
the moose. Wilfred needs to learn 
not to stifle his new pet’s outgoing 
personality in order to maintain his 
part ownership. A great lesson in 

boundaries, expectations and the value of be-
ing open-minded and willingness to adapt in 
order to solve a problem.

Kindergarten
Mina Written and Illustrated by Matthew 
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amazing.” Then, in 2019, the community came 
together at the courthouse once again when 
Rob and Jeremy’s second daughter, Millie, 
and their son, Gus were adopted from foster 
care. “Our community of family, friends, and 
the school has been with us for this whole jour-
ney,” said Jeremy.  

 “And they’re still on it, added Rob. 
“They’re still advocating for our kids, be it 
through educational support, understanding 
behavioral needs, whatever the case may be. 
Of course we’re not the only gay family in our 
area, but we’re part of a minority, and Jeremy 
and I are somewhat well-known due to our in-
volvement in a variety of spaces. A lot people 
know us, know our kids, and they’ve just been 
so amazing. The school in particular has been 
really receptive to the inclusion of gay families, 
adoption, and literature that supports our kids’ 
journey. It’s really incredible to have a commu-
nity like this behind us.”  

For more information about Child and 
Family Services of Northwest Michigan visit 
www.cfsnwmi.org. ▼

Photos courtesy of Child and Family Services of Northwest Michigan

Forsythe
This Academy Award nominated author/

illustrator Matthew Forsythe brings us a silly 
new book with museum quality artwork. Mina 
is a bookworm mouse who lives in a beautiful 
forest with her eccentric father. Dad goes dai-
ly into the world, bringing back surprises for 
Mina, such as rare art (used postage stamps) 
and a megaphone (a rusty tin can). She’s okay 
with all of this until he brings a large “squir-
rel” that looks suspiciously like a cat to live in 
their tiny home. One visitor then leads to sev-
eral felines moving in. How Mina and her dad 
navigate their new guests is hilarious, and be-
comes even funnier as the cats chase the fam-
ily up a tree. Mina confronts the three cats and 
says, "Stop! We shared our home with you! 
Our food! Our toothpaste! And this is how you 
repay us? By trying to eat us?" Should Mina 
have trusted her dad? Will they talk their way 
out of this mess? Do large praying mantises 
read the same books as mice? So many ques-
tions, such wonderful drawings with which to 
ponder them. 

Grades One and Two
The Leaf Thief Written by Alice Hemming 
and Illustrated by Nicola Slater

A fast paced, hilarious, and possibly even 
sneaky way of teaching kids about the chang-
es of the season. Adorably hyper squirrel is 
upset because his leaves are going missing. 
Searching all over the forest, accusing his fel-
low animals of thievery, Squirrel is followed by 
his best friend Bird. Bird keeps trying to ex-
plain why the leaves aren’t staying around. 
Cute drawings and a very frustrated squirrel 
keep the laughs coming. Everything is finally 
making sense, and then, “Bird! Someone has 
stolen the grass!!!” Sigh, it is called snow. A 
valuable and concise two-page explanation at 
the end of the book will help young readers 
understand seasons. This book is also good 
for talking to young ones about how to accept 
change, and how transitions can be scary and 
frustrating. 

Most of us have heard the phrase, 
“Laughter is good medicine!” When we laugh, 
physical changes take place that affect our in-
ternal organs. As we draw in oxygen-rich air 
our lungs, heart, and muscles are stimulated. 
Laughter has been shown to boost our immune 
system and improve our cognition/understand-
ing of a situation. Humor and laughter are im-
portant social skills and can assist children as 
a stress reliever when 

Child and Family Services of Northwest Michi-
gan continued from page 32

continued on page 37
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www.tandemfs.org

www.visitingsc.orgwww.fwparker.org/openhouse

Be Yourself.  
Grow in Tandem.

Tomorrow’s Leaders Grow in Tandem. 

tandemfs.org   GRADES 5-12   Call Today!   434.951.9314      
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ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

Center for Innovation Coming to The Bolles School

Construction is underway on The 
Bolles School’s new Center for In-

novation facility on the Bolles Upper School 
San Jose Campus (see conceptual render-
ing). The 47,000-square-foot, three-story 
building marks the most expansive construc-
tion undertaking on the San Jose Campus 
property since the building now known as 
Bolles Hall was constructed as the San Jose 
Hotel in 1925.

Groundbreaking on the state-of-the-
art building, designed by Miami-based 
Zyscovich architects and constructed by 
Jacksonville-based Stellar design-build 
company, began in June 2022 with con-
struction expected to take two years or more 
to complete. The start of construction on 
the Center for Innovation was made possi-
ble by a generous gift from Frank Sanchez, 
whose $5 million landmark contribution is 
the largest single gift The Bolles School has 
received in its history.

“The Center for Innovation is an excit-
ing work of both art and engineering, but like 

all campus struc-
tures, it exists to 
support the learn-
ing that happens 
within its foot-
print,” said Bolles 
President and 
Head of School 
Tyler Hodges. 
“In this case, this 
means collabo-
rative hands-on 
learning, academ-
ic exploration with 
inspirational facul-
ty and the ability for students to experiment 
and gain practical experience as they work 
toward their highest potential to serve our 
community and the world.”

The state-of-the-art structure is being 
constructed on the San Jose Campus’ last 
prime development site adjacent to Bolles 
Hall on a bluff overlooking the St. Johns Riv-
er. The building will house Bolles’ science, 

math and technology programs, as well as 
expansive areas for advanced courses in 
robotics, computer programming, informa-
tion technology, engineering and design. 
Designs for the facility accommodate oppor-
tunities for new offerings and provide space 
for collaboration and dialogue across disci-
plines. The new academic areas will deepen 
Bolles’ curriculum and cultivate the country’s 
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challenges present themselves. Laughter is a 
happy sound; easily understood in every lan-
guage. It is one early childhood developmen-
tal skill that you can easily reinforce and enjoy 
while you are laughing out loud together! 

If you are interested in learning more 
about Stratford School, or scheduling a per-
sonalized tour, visit us online at 

www.stratfordschools.com. ▼
Photo courtesy of Stratford School

next generation of innovators, according to 
department leaders.

"The new facility will bring renewed 
student engagement, innovation and ulti-
mately, achievement, in all areas of science 
– exposing our students to an entirely new 
and exciting level of academics,” said Bolles 
Science Department Chair Nancy Hazzard. 
“Although the Center for Innovation will be a 
hallmark building like all campus structures, 
it will be an intellectual incubator for count-
less young minds who will serve and change 
our community as entrepreneurs, scientists, 

engineers, explorers and creative leaders.”
The Center for Innovation features 

numerous cutting-edge classrooms and 
12 sophisticated specialty labs, including 
spaces for anatomy, biology and chemistry 
lab instruction. The building also will house 
Bolles’ Anatomage table, the world’s first 
and only virtual dissection table used by 
medical schools and universities around the 
globe. Bolles has long-been one of the few 
high schools in the country to offer students 
this college-level science resource. In addi-
tion to being built with 

Power of Laughter/Stratford School 
continued from page 34

continued next page
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the latest technology for advanced study, the 
Center for Innovation also will include spac-
es for small group discussions, collaborative 
learning and independent study. Faculty and 
School leaders felt strongly the building’s de-
sign should complement the School’s focus 
on real-world learning that allows students 
to create, invent and explore using a vari-
ety of tools, materials and technology. And 
it should also highlight the campus’ greatest 
natural asset – the St. Johns River.

“The ornate design was meant to be 
a living building bringing an abundance of 
windows and glass walls throughout,” said 

Bolles Associate Head of School Mike Drew. 
“Walls can move to make multiple class-
rooms into one big open room or open a 
classroom to the outdoors in many cases. 
Every floor has its own terrace and gather-
ing place that encourages discussion, col-
laboration and creativity. As technology and 
science evolves the building will be able to 
evolve with it.”

Sanchez, whose gift made it possible 
to commence construction on the Center for 
Innovation, said the facility will cement The 
Bolles School’s future as one of the nation’s 
premier day and boarding schools. It is a 

tangible way to support student innovators, 
artists and athletes who represent 59 differ-
ent countries and are committed to becom-
ing future global leaders.

“Technology – including computer sci-
ence and artificial intelligence, the environ-
ment, transportation and robotics – is evolv-
ing at an unprecedented pace,” Sanchez 
said. “Our education system needs to de-
velop the next generation of academics and 
the young professionals who can support the 
demand.” Visit www.Bolles.org for more in-
formation. ▼
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RAISING DEE
By Rachelle R. Galipeau

Adoption of a hurt child. The weight of 
outside stressors. The pres-

ence of unlikely antagonists. A disturbing diagnosis. A life 
in continuous crisis. The incessant desire for reprieve from 
a situation we willingly entered. I wrestled with (and still do) 
the internal struggle and question of “If I could do it over 
again, would I?” My knee-jerk reaction is to give an un-
equivocal “no.” It is easy to see a bad decision in hindsight. 
However, if I give any deep ponderance to empathetic cog-
nition, it is also easy to see the doomed outcome for a child 
I now call my daughter and the impact I could have to less-
en it. I know in my heart that we have done the right thing, 
but raising a hurt child is a substantial undertaking and one 
that takes an immense amount of patience and care.

I do believe we have saved our daughter, not from 
a difficult life of dealing with her diagnosis, but we have 
saved her from a life of not understanding it. Our patience 
would wane, and we would certainly ride a lengthy emo-
tional rollercoaster that would prompt a harsh distaste for 
the constant up and down of changing emotion. We would 
be forced to diverge from any logical explanation of what 
we were experiencing. This was not a road we were casu-
ally wandering down. This was a mountain we were descending, 

rapidly and out of control. But we remained committed to putting 
forth every effort to help us all understand the events of our 
daughter’s history, as well as navigate the obstacles that still lay 

The author Rachelle R. Galipeau (left) with her wife, Gina, 
and their two children, Denise (red shirt) and Grace.
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ahead into her future…and ours. There would be many.
My wife, Gina, and I are the adoptive parents to a little girl 

who came to us through the foster system. To look at her now, 
one might smile in response to both the favorable aesthetics of 
her outward appearance as well as her well-mannered dispo-
sition in a public setting. Denise is twelve years old now. We 
met her when she was just two. Her demeanor does not always 
reflect her true age. While we did notice some nuances in be-
havior, speech, and body language early on, we dismissed it as 
residual affects from being bounced around between different 
homes without any level of notable stability. Gina and I believed 
that once we established that stability for Denise, she would 
flourish in our home, and we would live happily ever after within 
a normal family dynamic. Ah, but this story would not be a Dis-
ney inspired venture by any means. It would be more of a Bram 
Stoker psychological thriller! I could not keep up with the twists 
and turns of the ever changing and growing maladaptive envi-
ronmental consequences created by an unfamiliar antagonist. 
That antagonist? Dissociative identities…and there were plenty. 
Of course, we did not know that is what was happening at first. 
At two years old, our daughter did not yet have this, or any, di-
agnosis attached to her.

It started with some reactive attachment. Children who do 
not have the opportunity to attach to a parent in the earliest years 
miss the vital interactions required for positive brain function and 
healthy growth. Denise was removed from her biological mother 
at the time of her birth. She was neglected and mistreated for 
those two years, the first of her life, prior to finding safety in our 
home. By that time, the time she came to be safe with us, it was 

too late. Her young mind had already rewired to mistrust and 
self-protect in ways that would alienate any attempt at genuine 
love. We did love her and wanted very much to inspire her to 
love us back. The undertaking seemed futile, but we obtained 
some wins to that end in small doses along the way. That trend 
continues today with slight missteps yielding to small advances 
in learned parental adaptations and understanding. Through it 
all, we maintain a special love for our daughter. I believe she 
maintains that love for us as well.

Gina and I touted ourselves as good parents, exceptional 
even. We were confident about that. We also have a biological 
daughter, Grace, who is a very healthy, well-mannered, and ex-
ceptional young woman. She is older than Denise by five years. 
When we were new parents to Grace, she was very easy to 
raise from birth to the young woman she has become. The pa-
rental task regarding Denise was a little different. It was arduous 
indeed, but we dedicated ourselves to the mission. Through try-
ing and stressful times, we helped Denise to find her strengths 
despite our own weaknesses. We engaged in therapy sessions 
as support. The right therapy was necessary and difficult to 
come by as we made our way through several therapists before 
finding the right one.  Our current therapist who we retain for 
Denise is definitely the right one! She is an undeniable blessing 
for our family. That is where we would learn Denise’s propensity 
for dissociative identity states. “Parts of self.” 

I admit, I was dismayed by this diagnosis, and it took me 
some time to be consistently on board with the specifics of the 
particular therapy for it. I was less than comfortable by a lot of it. 
That would change over time, as I also engaged in my own ther-
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apy sessions. Eye opening! There was certainly plenty to learn 
and most of it would require an enormous amount of trust and 
faith in the two therapists we came to find the greatest amount 
of support from. Not a day goes by that I am not thankful for their 
combined knowledge base and therapeutic applications. I may 
raise a doubting eyebrow on occasion as we get into deeper 
sessions and more contributive engagements, but that makes 
me no less thankful for what is offered in the realm of healing 
and education.

Raising a child with dissociative identity disorder (DID) is 
difficult in the least but does offer some unique opportunity that 
I was unaware of before. It is a very distinct pattern of practice. 
It takes a level of mindfulness and learned functionality in the 
realm of trauma work and trauma informed study to be able to 
continue to move forward…even with setbacks. In fact, we had 
several setbacks that would challenge our own sense of paren-
tal pride. Again, we had raised an amazing biological child but 
that really took little effort on our part. This unique opportunity 
we received when adopting our youngest ultimately revealed it-
self in natural wisdom, the weighted impact to the family dynam-
ic, and our response to it. In fact, we were exceptional, but it took 
every effort on our part to be that. Without Denise in our life, we 
would have never found it out.

It is important to identify not only what we experienced, but 
how we got through it. I have documented the early “what” of 
it all in a short memoir called Mama’s Memoir. It is a pretty de-
script account of the active behaviors we were forced to man-
age. How were we able to do that? Initially we tried to handle 

that as a team, a united front. That did not last long, because we 
were seen by these alters or parts as different entities and were 
regarded differently. So, Gina and I became divided about our 
own reactive tendencies. I struggled more than she did. The DID 
parts our daughter was bringing out were not especially fond of 
me. Perhaps I was a bit aggressively expressive with my dis-
taste early on. Gina held more compassion for these parts than 
I did.

Compassion. That was the key to raising this child and it 
was the mantra taught to us by both therapists. Show compas-
sion. This was difficult for me (and still is.) I was angered most 
of the time. Not because I was naturally void of compassion, but 
because the very nature of the diagnosis was just so offensive 
and aggressive. Show compassion. Show compassion. The reel 
of that advice played on in the mindfulness I had for these ther-
apists and their supportive words. On any given day and with 
little to no provocation, my daughter would struggle with anger. “I 
hate you, Mama!” “No one likes your short hair because you look 
like a boy!” “When you die, I am going to keep all your things!” 
Show compassion. Show compassion. Not all her dissociative 
identities are angry, but most of them see me as a threat. Not a 
physical threat mind you, but more a threat to social dominance 
in the house. It appeared to be a battle for alpha. I may have 
been ill prepared for it.

She has many behaviors of an idiosyncratic nature. She 
walks on her toes, she gestures in odd ways with her hands, 
she whispers, and she sniffs things. Some of it is humorous in 
hindsight and should not insight any negative parental reactive 
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emotion. However, all I wanted to do on many occasions was 
yell at the top of my lungs, “WHAT THE ACTUAL FUCK…STOP 
SNIFFING THE FRIDGE!” But I didn’t. Show compassion. 
Show compassion. Instead, I take a deep breath and I eject 
from my adrenaline and cortisol-soaked brain, the controlled 
utterance of a soft, whispered request, “Please don’t sniff the 
refrigerator.” On the other hand, Denise is also very smart. In 
fact, her level of intelligence is dramatic on occasion. She has 
deep introspections and a propensity for seemingly insignificant 
knowledge. Her memory is and has always been photographic 
in recall, sometimes down to the smallest detail. Due to the 
nature of her very fluid parts of self, it is often difficult to identify 
which child we are parenting at any given moment, thus just as 
difficult to maintain an accurate situational parental stance. I 
feel in a hindsight reflection of my own parenting efforts, that I 
have failed my daughter on many occasions, but my attempts 
to make up for those are identifiable and purposely tracked so 
that I can remain cognizant and successful over the long term. 
I have made it my mission not to fail her and though I may 
stumble, it is my willingness to keep standing up for her that will 
ensure my success as well as her own. We will make it.

There is something poetic about the “hard” of parenting 
that turns the angry and frustrated questioning gaze inward. 
We soften. We settle into a personal and thoughtful introspec-
tion (in some cases acknowledging and accepting some of 
our own parts of self.) And we start again. We stumble and we 
stand. We stumble and we stand. In between stumbles there is 
significant progression. Thankfully, our progression is notable 
among so many failures. Raising a hurt child is hard. Acquiring 
and maintaining balance in an unbalanced environment can be 
dismantling. But Gina and I learned to bridge gaps with con-
cessions and, yes, compassion. It was a forced compassion 
for what we did not understand. We are learning to understand, 
and we are learning to incorporate a natural compassion. It was 
our strength as a couple, as parents, as family that led us to 
yield to the process of therapy. We needed to be willing to see 
the journey as a long one, be willing to travel it inclusive of 
injected patterns of one step forward, two-step back scenarios, 
and trust our supports.

In the end (the end to this point) I think Gina and I ultimate-
ly agree that we would not have chosen it in the beginning. 
However, we have been given a gift and in hindsight we did 
exactly as we should have. Denise will make it. She may need 
us for the length of her travels, but we were able to give her the 
support she needs to be successful and to be a contributing 
member of society. We did so with the support of many oth-
ers and despite the criticisms of many. Ultimately our family is 
stronger for it, and we are better for having gone through the 
experience. ▼

Rachelle R Galipeau is the author of two books. She is a 
published memoirist, but has also penned a number of poems 
and short stories. Rachelle lives in the western New York area 
in the suburbs of Buffalo with her wife and two children.

Photo courtesy of Rachelle R. Galipeau
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Mental Fortitude
By Christopher Katis

Ma i n t a i n i n g 
good health 

when you’re a 
parent can be a 

struggle. Time constraints and busy 
schedules can mess with your body, 
while the added stress isn’t doing you 
any favors. So, it’s probably not a sur-
prise to learn that during the pandemic 
the physical and mental health of par-
ents suffered. 

According to a study by the Amer-
ican Psychological Association (APA), 
during the pandemic 80% of fathers 
and 66% of mothers reported unwant-
ed weight gain, while 87% of dads and 
77% of moms had sleeping problems. 
To cope with all the stress, 48% of the 
guys and 29% of the women turned to 
drinking more alcohol.

LGBTQ+ parents have the added 
stressors associated with raising chil-

dren in a “non-traditional” fam-
ily that can impact our mental 
health. What’s interesting – al-
though not part of the APA study 
– is that queer parents generally 
don’t seem to display any great-
er mental health symptoms than 
straight ones.

According to research con-
ducted by Rachel Farr, Ph.D. 
and Casey Vasquez at the Uni-
versity of Kentucky, there was 
no difference over a five-year 
period in mental health symp-
toms between lesbian, gay and straight 
parents. Dr. Farr said, “This may point 
to heightened resilience among lesbian 
and gay parents given that their expe-

riences are occurring in the context of 
persistent and ongoing cultural stigma 
and discrimination.”

That’s right, all the crap we’ve had 
to deal with for 

The author, Christopher Katis 
(standing left), with husband 

Kelly, and their children (seat-
ed), Gus (left) and Niko.

continued on page 48
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simply being gay may actually make us more resilient when 
it comes to our mental health. There are several possibilities 
why this might be based on this study and other research 
coming out of Dr. Farr’s lab.

“An example of this resiliency manifested in everyday life 
is through a strong sense of self-worth and positive identity, 
including one's LGBTQ+ identity,” notes Dr. Farr. “Another is 
through effective coping strategies. Positive coping can mini-
mize negative health impacts of experiencing stigma and dis-
crimination by lessening the chances that these experiences 
are internalized. Focusing on what can be changed, such as 
attitudes, actions, or emotions, can be beneficial,” she says.

And our resiliency may actually help our kids, as well. Ac-
cording to Dr. Farr, other research about similar topics have 
shown that kids of LGBTQ+ parents may benefit through par-
enting practices that seem to provide them with unique skills 
such as dealing with stigma and discrimination. 

“These parents are able to draw from a variety of oth-
er practical and emotional resources in their life, being buff-
ered by the positive effects of social support from partners, 
friends, the LGBTQ+ community, and family – including cho-
sen family,” Dr. Farr adds. The research also indicates that 
being raised in queer families frequently instills in kids posi-
tive attitudes about inclusivity and openness to diversity. 

But there are other sources for that resiliency as well. It 
can also be cultivated through positive and supportive rela-
tionships that bring joy and laughter. Even a supportive work-
place and access to affirming health services can contribute 
to this resiliency. Affirmation to LGBTQ+ people, especially 
amidst challenges stemming from stigma and discrimination, 
is equally as important. 

So how does all that resiliency by LGBTQ+ parents 
translate to our children? Well, Dr. Farr says that the broader 
literature on this topic shows real beneficiaries of this resil-
iency are the kids of queer parents. Apparently, our parent-
ing practices seem to provide our kids with unique skills that 
help them cope with stigma or discrimination. It’s probably 
not surprising that having two dads or two moms give kids 
a personal knowledge and understanding about LGBTQ+ 
people and a sense of belongingness in the LGBTQ+ com-
munity. But our kids also tend to foster attitudes of inclusivity 
and openness to diversity – they also experience positive 
feelings about their LGBTQ+ parents and family.

What’s really fascinating is that the study found that les-
bian moms and gay dads (as well as straight moms) perceive 
themselves as more competent in their roles as parents com-
pared to straight dads. This in turn has a really interesting 
effect on the children of LGBTQ+ kids who have taken part 
in this study: they feel closer to their parents. Dr. Farr’s re-
search discovered a link between parenting competence and 
parent-child relationship. That connection may represent a 
unique strength among lesbian and gay parents.

But kids of gay parents can also experience cultural stig-
mas. It’s not unusual for them to be teased, bullied, exclud-
ed, or ostracized on the basis of their families. I remember 
one birthday party held at our house at which one boy whom 
our son considered a good friend, wasn’t allowed to attend 

Mental Fortitude continued from page 46
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because of his parents’ “deeply held re-
ligious beliefs.” Our kid just rolled with 
the punches. When I apologized, he 
told me I hadn’t done anything wrong 
– the other kids’ parents were at fault.

Of course, stigmatization doesn’t 
have to be so blatant. It can come from 
myriad of more subtle sources as well. 
“It comes in different forms, includ-
ing through institutions in the form of 
policies, laws and practices,” Dr. Farr 
explains. “It also can stem from ac-
quaintances, the media, religious or-
ganizations, businesses, and schools, 
all of which can suggest that certain 
groups of people, in this case, LGBTQ+ 
parents, are ‘less than’ or abnormal.”

As part of the study LGBTQ+ par-
ticipants were asked about “homoneg-
ative microaggressions” – more subtle 
slights or insults related to being queer. 
Dr. Farr used the measure developed 
by Wright and Wegner in 2012 which 
includes questions such as, “How often 
have family members simply ignored 
that you are an LGB individual?”, “How 
often have people made statements 
about why gay marriage should not be 
allowed?” and “How often have people 
made offensive remarks about LGB 
people in your presence, not realizing 
your sexual orientation?”

These homonegative microaggres-
sions can surface in very blatant ways. 
Like asking gay men for fashion ad-
vice or deciding what someone should 
look like based on their sexual orien-
tation. Back in the 1980s, I remember 
amusedly watching an episode of a talk 
show dedicated to “Lesbians who don’t 
look lesbian!” And over the years, both 
my husband Kelly and I have been told 
that we “don’t look or act gay” – I’m not 
sure exactly what “looking gay” means, 
but trust me, in all these years togeth-
er, we’ve done plenty of acts, which are 
the very definition of being gay. Other 
examples are less obvious like being 
asked which of you is the “real” parent.

Sometimes these microaggres-
sions are unintentional. For example, 
my mom recently received a box of old 
photos that had once belonged to her 
late uncle and aunt. Among them was 
a photo of Kelly, our then infant son, 
and me. We had included the photo in 
our Christmas card to my great aunt, 

continued on page 52
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who had written on the back of it, “Chris Katis and friend.” 
Now, personally, I don’t believe she was intentionally being 
homophobic or disrespectful to my relationship. Indeed, her 
own son was gay. I just think she was a 90-year-old woman 
using an outdated euphemism.

“Microaggressions absolutely can be unintentional,” Farr 
explains. “But they still can be harm-
ful to the person receiving or hearing 
them!”

Derald Wing Sue, Ph.D., a pro-
fessor of counseling psychology at 
Columbia University, and the person 
who conceptualized the idea of racial 
microaggressions, also argues that in-
dividuals can be on the receiving end 
of microinvalidations, microinsults, and 
microassaults. LGBTQ+ parents (and queer people in gener-
al) have likely experienced these forms of microaggressions 
multiple times.  

Dr. Farr points out that referring to a same-gender 
spouse as your “friend” rather than as your husband or wife, 
is an example of microinvalidation. Hearing “you don’t look 
like a lesbian” or “you don’t act gay” are forms of microinsults 
or microassaults.

Nevertheless, these kinds of microaggression – inten-
tional or not – can have a negative impact on the kids of 
LGBTQ+ parents. Dr. Farr says, “In this study, we found that 

school-age children reporting feeling less close with their 
lesbian and gay parents when those parents had also re-
ported experiencing more homonegative stigma in the last 
six months.” 

She explains the experiences children with LGBTQ+ 
parents have with stigma and discrimination in terms of “pain 
and pathology.”  As we all sadly know, these kids can be 

teased or bullied be-
cause of their families. 
They can also feel the 
harmful effects of the 
broader societal and 
cultural stigma their 
families face.  However, 
in spite of all our kids’ 
outcomes and devel-
opmental stages don’t 
seem to be impacted.

“There is a vast literature demonstrating that children of 
LGBTQ+ parents do not differ from those with cisgender, het-
erosexual parents across a variety of outcomes and devel-
opmental stages,” Dr. Farr notes. “Overall, children across 
these family types develop similarly to one another, and rath-
er, family processes – such as parenting practices and fam-
ily relationships – appear to matter much more to children’s 
development than the actual structure of the family or their 
parents’ sexual and gender identities.”

That all means that whereas kids with queer parents 

Mental Fortitude continued from page 49
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may at times experience the pain asso-
ciated with stigma and discrimination, 
by and large, those experiences don’t 
seem to translate to negative outcomes 
– the pathology she describes. In short, 
the kids will be alright.

But there’s still work to do be done 
that will make life easier for queer par-
ents. In a policy brief for the National 
Council on Family Relations, Dr. Farr 
and her coauthors, Charlotte Patter-
son, Ph.D., and Abbie Goldberg, Ph.D., 
suggested some important recommen-
dations for policymakers such as:

- “The passage of federal and 
state legislation to outlaw discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation and 
gender identity in housing, education, 
parenting and other areas;

- “Eliminating religious exemp-
tions in the law that allow discrimination 
against members of sexual and gender 
minorities;

- “Increase research funding to 
explore the full range of experiences 
among diverse LGBTQ+ parents and 
their children; and

- “Provide support for the devel-
opment, evaluation, and dissemination 

of effective programs to help LGBTQ+ 
parents and their children to thrive.”

All of these policy recommen-
dations will go a long way in helping 
queer parents – and LGBTQ+ people 
in general – face less stigmatization 
and discrimination. However, we can-
not dismiss how powerful the support 
we receive (and give!) can be. While 
I was writing this piece, my husband 
and I celebrated our 34th anniversary. 
Our social media lit up with the con-
gratulations and well wishes of over 
100 people – from every political bent, 
religious belief, and walk of life – from 
liberal atheist gay men to conservative 
Mormon grandmothers. That evening, 
my mom and sister treated us, my big 
brother, and our oldest son and his girl-
friend to a celebratory dinner. For the 
record, our younger son was obviously 
also invited, but at 15-years-old, dinner 
with his parents is never his first choice.

I think it’s important to celebrate 
these goods times because we never 
know when life’s next big challenge will 
surface. It’s good to know people have 
your back; apparently, it makes you 
more resilient.

When the pandemic hit, no one 
had any idea just how detrimental to 
everyone it would be. I did put on a cou-
ple of pounds, thanks to my new (and 
abandoned) hobby of baking home-
made sourdough bread. But because of 
the extra-long doggy walks, those gains 
weren’t anywhere near the average 
45 lbs. added by the dads in the APA 
study. In the end, Kelly and I managed 
it remarkably well. We had each other, 
a supportive network, and the unique 
experiences of heading a two-dad fam-
ily to help us weather the storm. Who 
knew that being gay dads would come 
in so handy! ▼

Christopher Katis has spent his 
career in public relations and corporate 
communications. For the past 10 years 
he has penned the award-winning col-
umn Who’s Your Daddy, which appears 
monthly in QSaltLake. He lives in Mur-
ray, Utah with his husband of 31 years, 
Kelly Huntington, and their teenage 
sons, Gus and Niko.

Photo courtesy of Christopher Katis
Illustration by Angeline Acain
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LGBTQ FAMILY TRAVEL - PART ONE

Vacationing in Provincetown and Family Week 
By Ali Polizzi

One of the most beautiful things 
about being queer is the 

endlessly interesting and colorful diversity 
of our true tribe. Provincetown, or Ptown for 
short, is the one place in America where there 
are more rainbow flags than street signs, more 
bicycles on the road than cars, and more 
beach and bay fun than anywhere on the entire 
East Coast. Provincetown has always been a 
savored pocket of acceptance for us queers, 
but as we grow our families, some of us have 
longed for the ability to celebrate both our spe-
cifically queer and family identities. Ptown is a 
perfect place to do that and Family Week is the 
perfect time.  

Amy and I stumbled onto Family Week 
more than a decade ago during the time when 
we were only beginning to think about how 
to grow our family. There were meet ups and 
workshops, shows and even free babysitting 
available. I specifically remember a workshop 
where the moms were brought to a separate 
seating area from their children to participate 

in a facilitated discussion while the kids ran 
around and played in a large area with in-
terns watching and toys scattered about. 
Oh, and did I mention they also served 
cocktails? We all loved it! We went back a 
couple times after we had our kids but to 
be honest, we often came away with mixed 
feelings. For one: It’s expensive. It’s very 
expensive. If you want to go, you need to 
have reservations for a place to stay by 
New Years! It was hard to find accurate 
information about the schedule (it’s better 
now once you get there but there are still 
issues). There was a split between the host-
ing groups. General meetups are crowded 
and workshop registrations are often closed 
off.  And most of all, it always seemed like 
everybody else knew each other. People 
talk about knowing this one and that one 
for x amount of years. It can be off putting. 
But as time went on, we realized we were 
not alone in these frustrations. Family Week 

continued on page 57

The author, Ali Polizzi, second left, with her wife 
Amy (far right) and their children, Niky (left end) 

and Kody (middle) in Provincetown. 
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and COLAGE (the two hosting groups) finally combined. Facebook 
groups formed and opened up room for families to be better acquaint-
ed with each other. And there is just something magical about that one 
glance up Commercial Street especially during the parade when you 

can see beautiful happy 
families and rainbows as far 
as the eye can see. There 
really is no better place to 
explore our group identity 
than Family Week in Prov-
incetown, Massachusetts.

So usually the last 
week in July, queer fam-
ilies from all over begin 
their pilgrimages to one 
street on the very tip of 
Cape Cod. Families from 
as far as Bangkok to Eu-
rope to Hawaii, all embark 
and descend on Commer-
cial Street. People upload 
pictures of their families 
all packed up in cars or at 
airports. When you arrive, 

faces look familiar and there’s just this general familiarity amongst all of 
us that is comforting in a way you barely realize until it's over and you 
wind up missing it so much you start booking next year.  

It was a little less crowded than we remember from prior years, 
but I understand it was larger than it has been these last two crazy 
years. We registered (suggested donation) online prior and found out 
via Facebook that we had to meet in Bas Relief Park Monday to check 
in and receive our Family Week bracelets. We also received a nice 
care bag with a Disney Pride blanket, water bottles, coupons and ad-
vertisements, beach balls, fanny packs, children’s books, etc. The kids 
were able to play around with Legos while the adults got a chance to 
do yoga, chat, plan the day, and take a moment. There wasn’t a lot of 
structure here and this is the kind of thing I hope they work on. One 
adult (or one mature teen) could easily be poised at the Lego table to 
convey some orderly energy toward the kids. It would be awesome if 
they were just there side by side building, complementing, negotiating 
to help to infuse a little order and even facilitate a few friendships while 
the adults mingled. Since that wasn’t the case, it was up to the adults 
present and attentive to keep an eye out. My oldest found it was a bit 
of grab or lose from little kids whose adults were otherwise engaged. It 
would only take a little planning to model socialization here.

Other activities were mom, dad, and single parent gatherings at 
certain times and at specific beaches, book nooks and family kickball 
which would have been fun I’d imagine. There were Drag Queen Sto-
ry Hours and Dance parties, indoor and outdoor movies, and at least 
one regional gathering. The outdoor showing of Goonies was canceled 
due to weather, but the Regional Gathering was rescheduled, then also 
delayed, and unattended by any Family Week or COLAGE representa-
tive. Here again it seems that a little planning could go a long way to en-
courage socialization. One mom had hurried breakfast and schlepped 
across town with little kids in tow just to be greeted by the sign adver-
tising Family Week and absolute zero attendees. Turns out that when 
the event had been postponed notification could only be found via the 

Provincetown continued on page 54

Niky (middle), Kody (right), and 
a family friend.
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website. Couldn’t there be a text sign up for these kinds of issues?
COLAGE workshops are a whole other story. First you need to 

preregister. Our crew would have loved to be a part of the Junior Entan-
glement Responder at SEA Space in Whaler’s Wharf, but there was no 
room even in the beginning of Family Week. Whaler’s Wharf is a large 
open space so I can’t help but wonder how many must have registered 
for this to be completely closed?

My wife and I are used to this. As much as we love Provincetown, 
and as much as we are in the years with our family where we like 
to travel to destinations we can all enjoy, we have learned to guard 
against worrying about the Family Week schedule and activities. In 
truth, as narrow and short as Commercial Street in Ptown is, it’s very 
expensive not just to stay there but to get around with kids in tow. Park-
ing is difficult and there is one water fountain. It’s hot and frustrations 
like rescheduled events, unattended gatherings, closed registrations 
and art in the park that consists mainly of a shared box of crayons, add 
much unnecessary angst to a family vacation.  

Don’t get me wrong, this is my favorite getaway of the summer, 
but the administration of the Family Weeks I’ve attended have little to 
do with why. This year we did it best I think by going with another family 
of friends. We stayed at the Harbor Hotel for the second time. There 
are a few reasons for that choice. Our friends had the common lesbian 
mother blessing of twins with their second pregnancy. And with five 
people in one family, they are forced to secure two rooms just for them. 
Booking Ptown together with another family is difficult enough between 
two but our search for three rooms left us with Harbor or bust. We used 
to stay at the 384 House which was a wonderful spot just off Commer-
cial Street Center. It was wonderfully close to everything but far enough 
so there wasn’t a lot of noise. We could come, park the car across 
the street (for a fee) and for the next week we were comfortably steps 
away from activities. It was run by these two beautiful women for years 

Ali Polizzi (back left) with her family and friends in Ptown.
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until one sadly passed away and the other told us she couldn’t keep it 
up alone. There are places that literally don’t allow children and others 
that are so expensive you may as well go to Europe instead. So Harbor 
Hotel about 2 miles from Commercial Street Center is our next best al-
ternative. We brought bikes this time which was wonderful to have there 
(terrible to have on the way home though through the Bronx! For more 
on the faulty four bike trunk rack that damages both bikes and trunk 
email me!) Harbor is an unpretentious little motel across the street from 
a fun bay beach that stretches at least a half mile out with shallow water 

during low tide. This was a highlight for our group of kiddos! They 
claimed the revealed “island” and waged exploratory expeditions 
revealing huge snails, clams, crabs and other explorers on nearby 
peninsulas and amongst other explorers. There is also a nice pool. 
A few things are undesirable like the bar that won’t allow outside 
food in, opens only some of the time, or the water which is $3.50 a 
can?? There is barely any maid service anymore. Our friends were 
waiting long past their arrival time for a room to be ready and you 
have to fetch and steal every towel you can to stay dry. There’s also 
the “free” tram to town which doesn’t run if it’s rainy, windy, or before 
3:00 PM. There’s also the bus which we never saw half past or a 
quarter of, and the AC is loud. The upside is there are three gas fire 
pits (if it's not too windy), the showers have good water pressure 
and there is something about the soap there imported from either 
Europe or New Jersey that is just wonderful.

About the food, anybody who's been to Provincetown knows 
there are some awesome choices.  Here’s my highest recommen-
dations. Yolqueria is this little unassuming place closest to us that 
Amy and I had never tried. Big mistake! They seated nine of us 
outdoors with great service on this beautiful white patio looking out 

Commercial Street. There are no omelets here--only folded eggs, which 
we all thought sounded so much nicer. I had the Eggs Benedict which 
was made to perfection with real bacon and a crunchy muffin. Amy or-
dered Mexican folded eggs which came with carnitas, caramelized on-
ion, perfect avocado, Pico de gallo, sour cream, and cotija cheese. Now, 
I don’t know what that is but I can tell you her meal was heavenly! The 
kids had big fluffy waffles and French toast. 

We also hit Liz’s Café, also very delicious with excellent service. 
We took my friends to The Lobster Pot and continued on page 61

Kody (left) and Niky with a street poet on Commercial Street.
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even though we had to wait at least an hour, they don’t take reserva-
tions. The food thoroughly impressed my very discerning friends and 
their kids order shrimp.  

They had some Ptown experience and introduced us to Spiritus 
Pizza which I’d never had, and, being from New York, I was skeptical 
but the kids absolutely loved it. That’s also a great place to grab a 
frozen cappuccino. We enjoyed a quick bite out front of The Canteen, 
where we served ourselves but still had a good time. It’s a great spot 
for people watching with good oysters, lobster rolls and tall glasses of 
house Sangria which I very highly recommend! But the best burger I’ve 
had in ages I got at Mean Burgers in the mall at 205 Commercial Street. 
I wouldn’t have expected it but that little spot is a gem!

My oldest remembered learning how to ride his bike at the camp-
ground up at Ptown, but this trip my youngest was all about the ride. 
Coming out one night ready to drive into town to meet our friends, we 
found the tram ready to leave with three seats open. I quickly told my 
wife to jump on and ran over to my bike to go meet her, but one glance 
to my left and right beside me was my little one strapping on his hel-
met and prepping for take-off.  I told him he didn’t have to ride, that he 
should go sit with his Ema and he said, “Mom, I promise I won’t hold 
you up.” Tears. Like this kid is ever the obstacle. Both kids are in fact 
the point. Provincetown is a safe adventure, and pocket of acceptance 
for queer families during Family Week. For information about Family 
week visit, www.colage.org or www.ptownfamilyweek.com. ▼

Ali Rothlizzi is a mother of two and wife to her partner, Amy, of 22 
years.  She is an intimately genuine ever evolving author who writes 
about creating and raising her same sex headed family, life, and phi-
losophy. She also a dedicated special education teacher in the city and 
has written several articles on travel, politics, and media reviews.  You 
are invited to check out, comment and share her blogs on a variety of 
same-sex headed family issues, raising her quirky, feminist children, 
and general philosophy of life at http://alirothlizzi.blogspot.com/?m=1.
Photos courtesy of Ali Polizzi

Provincetown continued from page 59

Niky (right) and friend riding their bicycles in Ptown.
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LGBTQ FAMILY TRAVEL - PART TWO

Our Virginia Beach 
Vacation
By Ali Polizzi

So Covid is no longer the threat it once was, 
however a friend who took off for Northern 

Ireland last June, landed only a day or two before 
she was hit. Two years of quarantining and mask-
ing, and my poor friend spent her Game of Thrones 
tour traversing between a hotel couch and toilet.  

My wife Amy and I weren’t into that this year. 
Instead of hitting airports this summer we hit the 
road. It’s now been a few years since the kids had 
the energy to cry for the 5 hour trip up to Provinc-
etown, and being away from home was enough of 
a novelty for them to forgive us for the 7 hours to 
Williamsburg, Virginia the “educational” trip. This 
year, we immediately headed south. Not to Re-
hoboth where we experienced the most intolerant 
nonsense a few years back, despite advice that 
Rehoboth was “gay friendly” and not yet to Cape 
May (where we tend to return to almost every year), 

The author, Ali Polizzi, with her family 
at the base of the Triton statue.
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but to new territory: Virginia Beach.
 First thing that struck me was the 

F18s. They fly so low and so often I 
was getting 9/11 flashbacks. It’s inter-
esting to see them alone and in their 
formations mostly flying back over us 
from the sea. They flew almost every 
daylight (thankfully) hour in formations 
up to three at a time.  

We stayed at a Holiday Inn just 
on the north side of the Atlantic facing 
beach. This was a find! We’d checked 
out almost every hotel up the beach 
and this one had the best indoor/out-
door pools for the price. It’s an airy 
connected couple of buildings with 
two outdoor pool areas up to 5 feet 
deep and one interesting rocky indoor 
pool with a lazy river current. One 
outdoor pool is near the bar and nice 
for throwing balls around, sunbathing 
and drinking. That one is also colorful-
ly lit up at night but they are all open 
pretty late. The other outdoor pool 
area has two pools. One with a couple 
of rocky waterfalls (one with a hidden 
passage way) and the other near two 
enclosed water slides. Now, I’d like to 
convey that none of these pools are 
staffed with any lifeguards at all, and 
this worried me as unsupervised kids 
were hurling themselves down head 
first, backwards, and in groups. Oth-
ers were lounging across the pool 
near the slide exits without an appar-
ent interest in whether someone was 
coming at that moment or not. 

Occasionally, a kid got the idea 
to climb the rocks or up the slide. We 

Kody and Niky having fun 
in the hotel pool.
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had to lay down some ground rules with our kids and have 
even had the occasional authoritatively-toned conversa-
tion with other children if we feared their behavior might 
directly impact the safety of our own. Good news is, no 
hazardous impacts were sustained, and our kids loved 
these slides so much they described them as the highlight 
of their trip!

Behind this pool there is a small ring shaped outdoor 
lazy river. If you have your own inner tube you can poten-
tially lounge through this all day long. Inside the current is 
stronger, crevices are more interesting, and the lights at 
night are a pretty teal color.

I expected to not be thrilled with the beach. Judging 
from most of my experience and the online pictures of my 

friends and family, the Atlantic is often a bit of a letdown for 
me with its blue gray color (often more gray than blue) and 
treacherous waves too big to lounge in and too small to 
surf, but that expectation didn’t pan out in Virginia Beach. 
The ocean seemed brighter and the surf never even once 
knocked me or my boys over. We saw dolphins a few times 
rolling up and under the coast all focused on their dolphin 
business, and the full moon off our balcony at night has 
become my new feel good screen saver.   

We drove down the street to check out the restau-
rants and touristy beach shops. We had a scary moment 
stopping for ice cream that I’ll never know the full story 
behind. I double parked across the street from a shop rec-
ommended on Yelp while Amy continued on page 66
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got out and crossed with the kids. They picked out their 
flavors and came back. Just after the kids were in and she 
was about to enter, a car to my left rammed an oncoming 
car so hard it spun its wheels for several seconds before 
stopping. Cops were instantly on the scene but we left just 
as soon as Amy stopped gaping and got in the car. It was a 
scare but the police seemed just as surprised as we were.

Strange road crimes aside, the street was rather 
pleasant. There’s a trolley you can ride up and down for 
a couple bucks. It was nice in that you have indoor (air 

conditioned) outdoor options. But the parking isn’t too ex-
pensive if you opt that way. If we go again, I’d like to try to 
bring or rent bikes as the boardwalk is a nice way to take 
in the sights.  

There are artists, musicians, and various photo ops 
sprinkled about. In town there was a free circus show in 
the park a couple times a night every night. We saw a man 
playing a piano he had hooked up to a tricycle and at one 
point I saw a robot!  

In the middle of town there is a statue of Triton whose 

The family on a banana boat ride.

Provincetown from on page 64
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sheer size is awe inspiring but there are sculptures all 
over. We saw turtles, schools of fish, and paintings up and 
down the beach.

In an effort to do something we’d never tried before 
we took the family on a banana boat ride. It was just us 
as we headed out to the open sea where the banana boat 
was released by rope and towed behind in the water. 
There are no seatbelts on this ride; only life jackets and 
the assurances from the captain that he hasn’t lost any-
one this week. I’m not sure my kids would brave this one 
again as you really are jolted up and down over the waves 
and in the boat’s wake, and while this sounds fun, landing 
just a bit to the left or right can really envision the rescue 
efforts you might be flirting with.   

On the matter of food, there are a hundred places to 
eat in Virginia Beach so this experience is a drop in the 
bucket, but I can’t recommend Rudee’s Restaurant and 
Cabana Bar enough. Besides supplying enough seating 
for both indoor and outdoor seating by the water with al-
most no wait even during prime hours, their She Crab 
Soup is delicious! They also have these fun rocking tables 
for folks who like to switch it up and their drinks and Lob-
ster Rolls are perfect.

Pocahontas Pancakes was good if you like fluff and 
batter. It’s all indoors and there was a long wait but they 
provide buzzers and the service is awesome. I was not 
impressed with Chix on the Beach which we waited over 
an hour to try. The servers were run ragged, there was 
more crab shell in my soup then crab, and at one point we 
had to move our seats to leave room for the ants. Some-
times eating by the water isn’t worth it.  

One day my wife found us a beautiful beach called 
Sandbridge about a half hour from town. The water was 

The family enjoying the sunset. Left to right, Niky, Kody, 
Amy, and the author, Ali Polizzi.
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such a pretty blue and the sand was 
bright and clean. There was a small 
parking lot and maybe two local 
stores but the rest is all residential. 
The serenity alone made this beach a 
highlight for me.  

The other thing we ventured out 
to treat the boys was Motor World. 
They advertise 11 different Go Kart 
tracks but our age or height restrict-
ed us to two or three. Our boys never 
tried this before so the first run was 
tentatively attacked. However, we 
wandered over to the racetrack (it 
was simply oval) which they wanted 
to try and where Amy and I promptly 
shared immediate mutual heart at-
tacks. Our boys are 10 and 12 now 
and the sudden urge to win drove 
both to push limits which burned im-
ages into our brains they will regret 
when they get licenses and ask us for 
keys! The guys working the track as-
sured us of their safety which panned 
out when a three car collision was 
promptly avoided by an entire track 
pause. Points for speed and excite-
ment here but stars for safety.

The kids had fun. I wish we’d 
brought bikes just to make travel 
up and down the boardwalk easier. 
There were exactly zero moments 
we felt judged or unsafe in any way. 
Virginia Beach was a nice getaway. It 
was small enough that we didn’t feel 
claustrophobic like we did stopping 
on the way back in Ocean City, but 
it was large enough that we still feel 
there was more to explore. We will be 
back. ▼

Ali Rothlizzi is a mother of two 
and wife to her partner, Amy, of 22 
years.  She is an intimately genuine 
ever evolving author who writes about 
creating and raising her same sex 
headed family, life, and philosophy. 
She also a dedicated special educa-
tion teacher in the city and has writ-
ten several articles on travel, politics, 
and media reviews.  You are invited 
to check out, comment and share her 
blogs on a variety of same-sex head-
ed family issues, raising her quirky, 
feminist children, and general philos-
ophy of life at https://bit.ly/3V95N7b.

Photos courtesy of Ali Polizzi
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ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

What Is ABA Therapy?
By Rebecca McKee, MSED, BCBA

Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) is the science of 
changing socially significant behaviors, or human 

social problems. ABA therapy is a popular treatment for in-
dividuals living with autism spectrum disorder (ASD). 

ABA is heavy-handed with reinforcement. Reinforce-
ment is anything that makes desired behaviors bloom and 
grow. A student gets a sticker for her handwriting so she 
tries even harder to write neat. A teenager gets a homework 
pass for good conduct, so he becomes even more motivat-
ed to make the right choices. A saying in ABA is “catch them 
doing the right thing”. 

ABA therapy is the umbrella that covers many styles 
of teaching. These include Verbal Behavior, Natural Envi-
ronment Teaching, and Discrete Trial Training. Your child’s 
needs will determine the ingredients of his or her personal 
treatment plan. 

Verbal Behavior includes mands, tacts and intraverbals. 
Mand training is teaching your child how to request for items 
and activities. Mand can equal demand. Your baby is still 
hungry and you want her to learn to say “more”. 

A tact is a label or vocabulary word. Think of contact. 
Your toddler sees a dog and you wish he would say “dog”. 

Intraverbals are interacting with 
others in a verbal exchange. This can 
be question and answer, or conversa-
tions. How adorable would it be if your 
child asked “Mommy, why do you wear 
lipstick”, and he listened as you said “I 
think it looks pretty”. 

Natural Environment Teaching 
is when social skills, verbal behavior, 
play skills and more are taught in the 
child’s real-life world. An ABA Thera-
pist can facilitate playing cars, as your 
son spends time with another child in 
the neighborhood. Mand training can 
occur at the family dinner table. Play-
ing peek-a-boo is a fun way to address 
eye contact. Everything should be fun 
and motivating for your child with ASD! 

Discreet Trial Training is the most intense form of ABA 
therapy. If your child needs extra help learning a certain skill, 
then 1-1 discreet trials may help. If your child has difficulty 
receptively identifying family mem-

The author, 
Rebecca McKee.

continued on page 72
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June is Pride Month, which happens to coin-
cide with National Foster Care Aware-

ness Month; in recognition of this, RaiseAChild (in collabo-
ration with the Los Angeles County Department of Children 
and Family Resources) ran their annual streetlight banner 
campaign featuring celebrity LGBTQ+ families.

In this article, we are featuring one of those celebrity 
families: Alex Blue Davis (ABC’s Grey’s Anatomy) and his 
wife, writer Miranda Russo. Alex is a native of San Fer-
nando Valley; the only child of a family with roots in the 
performing arts. “My father was an actor, Brad Davis, and 
my mother, Susan Bluestein, is a casting director.” Alex has 
fond memories of being in nature with his family, swimming 
at the beaches of LA and traveling to Hawaii. “We also sang 
and listened to music a lot together which I loved.”

Miranda was also born in California – an Oakland na-
tive who grew up with her younger brother in the Bay Area. 
Her father is a criminal defense attorney, and her mother, a 
special education teacher. “My parents were both all about 
serving the disenfranchised so it’s always been, ‘what can I 
do for others’, never ‘what can I get, or how can I get what I 
need?’” The town Miranda grew up in had a large percent-

age of conservative, religious people. “My parents are from 
the Bronx, and liberal, so we definitely stuck out.”

Alex joined Grey’s Anatomy in season 14 as surgical 

Alex Blue Davis (left) with wife, Miranda Russo 
and their children. 
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bers, then a structured teaching dyad will help with memoriz-
ing faces and names. Eventually, the ABA Therapist can pivot 
and probe the skill...”pass the ball to Grandma”. Chances are 
good that Grandma will be smiling as she catches that ball! 

Why Is ABA Therapy So Beneficial?
ABA is considered an evidence-based best practice treat-

ment by the US Surgeon General and the American Psycho-
logical Association. This means that ABA has passed scien-
tific tests of usefulness, quality and effectiveness for those 
living with ASD. Studies have established that therapy, based 
in ABA principles, improves outcomes for many individuals 
with ASD. Gains may be made in language development, dai-
ly living skills, social relations and more. 

How Do I Get Started With ABA Therapy?
The 13th Child Autism & Behavioral Coaching, inc. is 

dedicated to improving the quality of life for people with ASD. 
This may be teaching your nonverbal child to speak or sup-
porting your teenager as she navigates puberty. Your child’s 
treatment plan includes their story, mixed in with our creative 
therapy ideas. Alongside your child’s objectives, we incorpo-
rate goals for parents and siblings. We realize that harmony 
in the home is always a hope for families. 

The 13th Child Autism & Behavioral Coaching, inc. works 
with families in Connecticut, New Jersey, New York, and 
Pennsylvania. We accept most insurance plans. Reach out to 
us today and get started on your ABA journey. 

Contact Rebecca McKee, MSED, BCBA and The 13th 
Child Autism & Behavioral Coaching, inc. at rebeccabusi-
ness13@gmail.com or 718-316-8057. 

Visit www.the13thchild.org or www.uneepi.com. ▼

resident Casey Parker.  Casey was written as a transgen-
der man; Alex, himself, is a straight transman. "I began to 
understand that I was attracted to girls when I was a kid,” he 
explains. At the same time, Alex also felt like he was a boy, 
wearing traditionally male clothing and playing in boy’s roles, 
“but didn’t know how to tell my truth about it until I was in my 
twenties.”

Coming out as transgender, Alex found that most people 
were supportive in spirit and happy that he was feeling more 
whole as a person. “But I got a lot of questions I didn’t real-
ly want to answer and remarks that I realized pretty quickly 
were inappropriate.”

“I’ve always been socially awkward,” he goes on to ex-
plain, “not knowing quite what to say in subtle situations, so a 
big declaration like this was hard for me to navigate.”

He credits Miranda – his girlfriend at the time – for help-
ing him through this period. “We supported each other and 
got closer because we experienced being different together. 
I feel very lucky we’ve been a team through everything.”

Miranda identifies as a cis straight female. “Honestly,” 
she admits, “I never really considered myself anything but 
straight… other than my always un-reciprocated love for gay 
men!”

Before meeting Alex, all of Miranda’s relationships were 
with cis men. “When I started dating continued on page 74

ABA Therapy continued from page 70
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Alex, I struggled big time because I just didn’t want to be 
labeled as something I didn’t feel I was.”

“I’m embarrassed about this now, but I was overly con-
cerned about what others thought of me rather than who 
I knew in my heart I truly was. I was scared to enter into 
a public relationship with a trans guy.” When Miranda did 
eventually tell people about her relationship with Alex, she 
was shocked at the negative feedback she received. “There 
were so many inappropriate remarks and questions about 
our relationship, or about Alex, that I’ve kind of tried to block 
it out.”

In fact, Miranda discovered that there were very few 
people in her life at the time who didn’t have something 
insensitive or cringeworthy to say about her and Alex, “and 
these were people either in the gay community themselves 
or people who considered themselves evolved in a lot of 
ways.”

 “The best reaction I got was from my conservative-ish 
Christian friend who just said, ‘Yes of course, Alex is great.’ 
I’ll always hold a special place in my heart for her.”

Sadly, Miranda still gets people saying the most inap-
propriate and awful things to her. “I just try to correct it if 
I can and work on accepting the fact that not everyone is 
going to understand. But I know I have the best husband 
in the world, whom I would jump in front of a train for, and I 
don’t have to prove our validity to anyone.”

“Now I’m a mom, and I’m tired,” Miranda continues, 
“and if people want to make assumptions about me – go for 
it! Just do it behind my back.”

When asked about their first meeting, Miranda declares 
without hesitation, “it was definitely love at first sight.” …
though admittedly, perhaps, not under the most ideal cir-
cumstances.

“The first time we met, I was crying and wearing sweat-
pants,” she admits. Their next meeting found Miranda in a 
much better place. “Alex invited me to hear him perform 
(he’s a musician) and I gave him some unsolicited pointers 
about his act and how he was talking too much on stage 
and the rest was history.”

As for Alex, prior to meeting Miranda, he had not been 
in a long-term relationship. “I always knew it would be bet-
ter for me to be alone than with somebody who is a good 
person but not good for me, and I couldn’t lie well about my 
feelings.”

When the two of them ran into each other the second 
time, Alex was particularly drawn to her. “There was this 
light that followed Miranda around… we sat next to each 
other on a couch and it felt like we would be sitting there, 
forever together. I never questioned what it meant for me, 
that she was the one I would spend my life devoted to and 
having adventures with.”

“We took a while to really get to know each other before 
moving in together and getting engaged,” Alex continues. 
“That was an excellent process, because we worked out 
every issue before getting married.”

Alex Blue David and Miranda Russo 
continued from page 72

continued on page 76
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“We got engaged six years later and mar-
ried three years after that in downtown Los 
Angeles, in front of a hundred and thirty of 
our closest friends and family. A gospel choir 
sang Beyonce. We did it up. Husband and 
Wife evermore.”

Being the son of two actors, it wasn’t 
hard to predict where Alex would end up ca-
reer-wise. “I started as a musician,” he says, 
“and then it was suggested to me that I might 
broaden my options for work if I studied acting.”

“I liked the idea, had done some acting in high school, 
so I began studying intensively at Warner Loughlin Studios, 
and ACT in San Francisco. I booked a commercial, and did 
some student films to get experience on set. I was really 
excited when I booked my first co-star and guest roles on 
TV.”

“When I booked a recurring guest role on Grey’s Anat-
omy as the first transman on prime-time TV, I was thrilled 
and shocked. I hadn’t seen any roles like that one.” Since 
his time on Grey’s Anatomy, Alex received many meaning-
ful messages about what his role meant to trans folks. “I’m 
honored I got to be a part of that history in television.”

“Going forward I hope to do more for trans represen-
tation on TV and in films. I’d also be excited to play more 
roles that are cis, or where being trans is not necessarily 

a part of the role, where my skills as an actor and how I 
present as male are enough to land me that job. I played a 
fun role in a web series recently that fell into that category, 
and it was an amazing experience for me.”

Miranda’s route to the entertainment world looked a bit 
different than her husband’s. “I started off as a comedy im-
proviser, making sketch comedy videos after that. It led me 
down a path to writing a book. From there, I sold a pilot to 
Disney and wrote on a show for them.”

“In the meantime, I wrote a musical with Alex about our 
relationship, and it was produced off off Broadway, which 
was an amazing experience. I want to bring that story back 
to the stage, and also write a memoir.”

“Right now, I’m focused on developing my shows for 
TV. I write about adoption, foster care, and LGBTQ+ fami-
lies. I always bring my own experience to any show or proj-
ect I create. My goal right now 

Adopting their three girls was by no means 
an easy affair, however. Miranda describes the 

process as long and extremely emotionally draining. 
“It took everything in both of us to survive it.” 

Additionally, Alex encountered a fair degree of 
discrimination during the process. “I was the first 
transman many workers in the foster system had 

encountered so they didn’t know how to handle it. Our 
FFA (fostering-for-adoption) agency was great, though.”

Alex Blue David and Miranda Russo 
continued from page 74

continued on page 78
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is to create a series that features a family like 
mine on TV.”

Miranda and Alex are the proud parents of 
three girls – all of whom they fostered-for-adop-
tion. “I always wanted to be a mom,” Miranda 
explains, “and I knew I would adopt. When Alex 
and I started to look into it, we saw a lot of dead 
ends. Everywhere we looked, you needed a let-
ter from your pastor.”

“I couldn’t find one story of a trans person 
who had adopted a child,” she says. Then one 
day, on a deep internet dive, the couple found a 
story about a short haired lesbian firefighter who 
had been placed with a baby, right out of the 
hospital. “I knew when I saw her, we might have 
a shot,” Miranda says. “I scrolled down and saw 
a link to RaiseAChild. At the first RaiseAChild 
event I went to I looked around and saw my peo-
ple. I cried the whole time, and a year later, we were ready 
to start our family.”

Adopting their three girls was by no means an easy af-
fair, however. Miranda describes the process as long and 
extremely emotionally draining. “It took everything in both 
of us to survive it.” Additionally, Alex encountered a fair de-
gree of discrimination during the process. “I was the first 

transman many workers in the foster system had encoun-
tered so they didn’t know how to handle it. Our FFA (foster-
ing-for-adoption) agency was great, though.”

The couple ended up bringing all three of their girls 
home to live with them, though it took two years to final-

Alex Blue Davis (left) and Miranda Russo 
with their children. 

Alex Blue David and Miranda Russo 
continued from page 76
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ize the adoption of two of them, and 
four years to finalize it for their third 
daughter. “We are now approved to 
adopt another child, through private 
domestic adoption this time. We are 
looking for a mama who is making an 
adoption plan for her baby.”

The couple’s daughters – whose 
names Alex and Miranda wish to with-
hold – all have very different charac-
ters, “but are all leaders, and all have 
very clear ideas of what they like and 
don’t like. All three are incredibly emo-
tionally intelligent, caring and funny.” 
Two of Alex and Miranda’s daughters 
are five years old (their birthdays are 
a day and a month apart); their third 
girl is seven.

When asked about the girls’ un-
derstanding of their dad being a trans-
man, it’s evident the couple has laid 
a solid foundation. “They understand 
that daddy used to be in a girl’s body 
and that it didn’t feel right and so now 
he’s in the right body for him.”

“The girls mainly focus on the fact 
that their dad had long hair and they 
think it’s funny to see pictures of him 
with hair down to his waist.”

“They understand that he was in 
a lot of pain, but that he is happy now 
with who he is.”

The young family call Los Angeles 
home: they live in a small three-bed-
room house with a big lot full of 
plants, grass, a vegetable garden, a 
playhouse, a trampoline, and a jungle 
gym. “We spend a lot of time outside 
and in nature,” Miranda explains, add-
ing, “the girls are screen-free.”  The 
family’s goal is to spend as much time 
as they can at the beach this summer.

As a couple who benefited from 
the services of RaiseAChild, and giv-
en Alex’s role as a television celebri-
ty, they were approached by Richard 
Valenza (Founder and CEO of Raise-
AChild) to see if they would partici-
pate in this year’s RaiseAChild street-
light banner campaign.

“Richard is the nicest man alive, 
and we knew we couldn’t say no. We 
also felt we needed to do whatever 
we could to help kids in the system 
find families who will be their forever 
home.”

The streetlight banners were 
d i s p l a y e d continued on page 81
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along various boulevards and ave-
nues across Los Angeles, as well as 
in downtown Long Beach. Seeing their 
family picture displayed around the city 
is a little surreal for the couple. “We ha-
ven’t left the house much because of 
Covid so it’s funny to see ourselves on 
lamp posts.”

“We don’t show our children’s fac-
es on social media, so it was a chal-
lenge to take some of the photos but 
it’s something we have a hard line in 
the sand about and luckily RaiseACh-
ild was understanding.”

When asked about the importance 
of campaigns like this one, the cou-
ple reply, “we think LGBTQ+ people 
make great parents, and we want to 
bring awareness to members of that 
community. At the end of the day ev-
erything we do is for our kids and other 
kids who are still in the system.”

“Our hope,” says Alex, “is that peo-
ple see us for what we really are: two 
parents who love, and are extremely 
devoted to, their children; and three 
happy girls who love their family!”

“We think if people got to know us 
as who we are, they wouldn’t be so 
hateful,” Miranda adds. “We will always 
help bring our story to light through my 
writing and Alex’s acting and music.”

Follow Alex and Miranda on Insta-
gram => Miranda Russo - instagram.
com/mirandakaterusso; Alex Blue Da-
vis - instagram.com/alexbluedavis. For 
more information about RaiseAChild, 
visit, www.raiseachild.org. ▼

Gary Hurtubise lives in Eastern 
Ontario with his husband Trevor, their 
two sons Noah & Meo, and their two 
yellow labs. Gary attended the Royal 
Military College of Canada and served 
in the Royal Canadian Navy before 
becoming a high school physics teach-
er, and part time Ghostwriter. Gary 
finds time to write during those odd 
moments between life: at 4:30 in the 
morning, on long road-trips with the 
kids, while back-country camping, and 
when he should be doing his share of 
the chores. Gary writes about another 
RaiseAChild family, Cleo King, Camille 
Thornton and their son Titus on page 
82.
Photos courtesy of Alex Blue Davis 
and Miranda Russo

Alex Blue David and Miranda Russo 
continued from page 79
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The Family of Actress, Cleo King and Camille Thornton, 
and their son, Titus

By Gary Hurtubise

Gay Parent Magazine featured actor Alex Blue Da-
vis, who participated in this year’s RaiseAChild’s 

banner campaign featuring celebrity LGBTQ+ families. 
We feature another such actor – Cleo King.

Cleo – known for her television roles in ‘A Series 
of Unfortunate Events’, ‘Grey’s Anatomy’ and most re-
cently, ‘911: Lone Star’ – was born in St. Louis, Missou-
ri, the youngest of seven kids. “Mom raised us by her-
self,” she says, “and I would visit my dad on weekends 
sometimes.” Cleo loved growing up in Saint Louis. “We 
always had stuff to do because we had a lot of kids at 
home.” During the summers, though, Cleo and her sib-
lings were sent down to their grandparent’s farm near 
Tupelo, Mississippi. “Every summer we had to go there, 
down by where Elvis is from, feeding chickens, feed-
ing hogs,” she describes. “The only entertainment was 
playing on the swing and riding horses, and that was it. 
I hated it. I absolutely hated it.”

Later, Cleo came to realize that her summers in Mis-
sissippi were intended to help her mom, who, as a single 
mother, needed time to work, to catch up on bills.

Cleo became aware of her sexuality as a young teen-
ager. “I kind of figured it out. I was, you know, still playing 
football at thirteen.” Growing up 

Cleo King (left) and Camille Thornton 
with their son Titus (middle).

continued on page 84



Gay Parent Magazine November-December 2022 Issue #145 www.gayparentmag.com 83

Inquiry Based  |  Low Student-Teacher Ratio  |  Student Centered Learning  |  Inclusive  |  Transportation Available

I N Q U I RY   E X P L O R AT I O N   C R E AT I V I T Y   R E F L E C T I O N   F U N

EARLY CHILDHOOD THROUGH 8TH GRADE  

Contact us at admissions@jds.org  |  www.jds.org

Grants & 
Flexible  
Tuition 
Available

“ Why JDS? In particular, we treasure 

the emphasis on learning to be a good 

human being, the warmth of the faculty 

and administration, and all the little 

ways we see our son think better, emote 

better, and act better as he learns from 

those around him.”  —Parent, March 2022

www.jds.org

www.buxtonschool.org



www.gayparentmag.com Gay Parent Magazine November-December 2022 Issue #14584
www.westminsterschool.orghttps://school.bankstreet.edu

in Missouri, surrounded by people of 
strong Christian values, and a father 
who started preaching when she was 
in her teens, it wouldn’t be until after 
she left college that Cleo was able to 
start being her true self.

 “I went to college in Columbia, 
MO. After college, I moved to Kan-
sas City for a few months with my 
boyfriend. While there, I was going 
to (gay) clubs and stuff. Never acted 
on anything, never did anything, but I 
was going to clubs.”

Cleo worked quickly to get her 
Actor’s Equity Association card, then 
moved to New York City. “And that’s 
where I had my very first experience 
with a woman. I was twenty-one. It fi-
nally felt like I could come out and ex-
press myself because I wasn’t around 
all my siblings. The song out that year 
was Steve Winwood’s ‘Bring Me a 
Higher Love’. And this was my higher 
love!”

Cleo wanted to keep her new-

found freedom of ex-
pression to herself. 
Unfortunately, it was 
not to be. “Well, one 
of my sisters, she 
called, and we were 
talking on the phone, 
and she asked me 
what my roommate 
and I gave each oth-
er for Christmas.” 
Cleo and her ‘room-
mate’ had exchanged 
a leather coat and a 
watch, which drew 
more questions from 
Cleo’s sister. “Wow, 
that’s a lot for a room-
mate. This sounds 
more than a room-
mate. Is it?” Cleo ad-
mitted that it was. “My 
sister paused, then 
told me she’d feel the 
same way if I just told 
her I was a murderer. 

Cleo King, Camille Thornton, and 
Titus continued from page 82

continued on page 86Titus and Camille.
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That’s what she told me.”
“And then she told everybody.”
“Well, my family was very upset. 

They were very disappointed.” Cleo 
would return home to Saint Louis 
thereafter, but under the condition 
that she not bring her partner home 
with her. “After a few years of this I 
said, you know what? I’m not coming 
to Saint Louis until she’s welcome. 
Once she’s welcome, I’ll be back.”

“Eventually, my mom just accept-
ed us,” Cleo says, “and that’s what 
the rest of my family did. Even with 
their traditional Christian values, they 
did come around.”

When it came time to grow her 
family, Cleo was living with her part-
ner, Camille Thornton. The youngest 
of three kids, Camille grew up in Cal-
ifornia. Today, she works at Cedars 
Sinai Hospital as a clinical support 
services manager. The couple had 
discussed having kids on and off over 
the years, though Cleo knew without 
a doubt that she wanted to be a par-

ent. “It was something that was just in 
me, and I knew it.”

The timing for a child never 
seemed to work out, especially 
as Cleo’s acting career contin-
ued to blossom as she got into 
her 30’s. “I just didn’t remember 
to have my kid!” She admits. Age 
forty rolled around, and despite 
her doctor assuring her it wasn’t 
too late to carry a child, Cleo was 
put off by the increased chances 
of complications. “I’m just gonna 
adopt,” she said to her doctor; 
“there are so many children here 
who want families.”

Camille, though, vacillated 
at the thought of adopting a kid. 
“We broke up for a little time,” 
Cleo reveals, “because I just 
couldn’t go back and forth any-
more.” As a testament to their 
love, the two women found the 
thought of being apart unbear-
able. “We realized we just want-
ed to be together. So, we worked 
it out and Camille said yes (to 
kids).”

Settled on the idea of adop-
tion, the couple 

Cleo King, Camille Thornton, and 
Titus continued from page 84

continued on page 89

Cleo and Titus.
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had another decision to make. “All of our friends 
were doing private adoption, but we chose to 
go through the state to do ours; we just didn’t 
want it to seem like we were paying for a child.” 
As those of us who have gone through state or 
provincial adoptions know, though, sometimes 
the wait times can feel like forever. Camille and 
Cleo were in for a long wait – so long, that Cleo 
came close to pulling out. “I was just so upset,” 
she recalls. “We were waiting so long, and I 
said if we don’t have a child by my birthday, 
I’m done.”

Cleo’s birthday – August 21st – came and 
went that year, with no call from the agency.

It was Camille’s turn to step in and con-
vince her partner to stick it out. “I’ve gone back 
and forth a lot,” Cleo recalls Camille telling her. 
“But you don’t get to waver! It’s been over two 
years and we’re not leaving now. We’re not go-
ing to throw in the towel. We’re going to stay 
and get our kid!” The call finally did come, less than two 
months later, when they were informed of a four-year-old 
boy named Titus, in need of a forever home. “They said 
to us, ‘once you meet him, you’ll be able to have visits on 
weekends for three months and then he’ll move in.’” 

“Well, we met him on a Monday,” Cleo recalls. “We 

observed him in his classroom on a Tuesday. We had a 
playdate on Wednesday, and he moved in that Friday. It 
was so fast, that I didn’t even know what little boys do in 
the bathroom. Like I said to him, ‘do you have to wipe at 
all?’ He said, ‘no’. I said ‘OK’, great right?”

The agency ended up accelerating Titus’s placement 
with the couple, due to a worsening situation where he’d 

Cleo King, Camille Thornton, and Titus 
continued from page 86 Cleo, Titus, and Camille.
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been staying. However, the bond be-
tween moms-and-son had already 
been established by the end of that 
first week. “At our playdate we went 
to McDonald’s,” Cleo retells.  Camille 
had to work this day but managed to 
video chat with them at the restau-
rant. “Titus, instead of McDonald’s 
French fries, he wanted apple slices. 
What kid wants apple slices instead 
of French fries? So, I was there with 
him and the social worker, and we 
FaceTimed with Camille.”

“He was eating his apple slices 
and Camille was eating her apple at 
that exact same time, and it let us 
know that this was our son. This was 
my son. I knew when they were both 
eating those apples.”

“How can you tell from an apple? 
Well, to me, it was like the universe 
had connected us all. It was very 
special for all of us.”

Today, Titus is a 14-year-old 
high schooler. “He is a wonderful kid. 
He’s smart, he’s bright. He’s funny.” 
Cleo says, adding, with an increas-
ingly-arched eyebrow, “He talks too 
much. He has a smarty pants mouth. 
His mouth is way too smart… but 
he’s our kid, and we love him.” Titus 
has two tough, strong moms, though 
it sounds as if there may have been 
spoiling along the way. The family 
travelled frequently to Hawaii as he 
was growing up, where the young 
boy developed a taste for first-class 
seating.

In defense of their actions, Cleo 
argues, “we put him in first class 
once, and he behaved better than he 
had ever before in his entire life. He 
ate whatever they (stewards) gave 
him. They chatted with him. He did 
everything he wanted to on his iPad. 
He didn’t even look at us. And that 
child had the best flight.” When asked 
about her trips to Hawaii, Cleo con-
fides that Maui is where she plans to 
retire. “I’m gonna open a soul food 
restaurant there called Hattie Mae. 
It’s my mom’s middle name and it’s 
Camille’s mom’s first name.”

Cleo returns to the topic of her 
son, recalling a time early on when 
he made her very proud. She and 
Camille had dropped him off at 
school and stayed to observe him 
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play for a bit.
“So, there was one of these little girls in his preschool 

that he thought was just adorable.  Dee Dee was her 
name. She had these little ringlets.”

She said to him, “Where’s your dad?” 
“I don’t have a dad,” Titus replied. “I have two moms.”
“Everybody has a dad, silly,” she retorted. “Where’s 

your dad?” 
“I said I have two moms. I have two parents who love 

me very much. Some children have one parent, some 
have two, some have four. I have two. So that’s all that 
matters.” And with that, Cleo recalls her young son turning 
and marching away.

“I’m so proud of him,” Cleo says, upon reflection. “I 
was raised in a single parent home, and I tell him all the 
time, it’s a gift to have both your parents, you know.”

After being together for 18 ½ years, Camille and Cleo 
decided to separate, though they remain very close, and 
are both fully involved in Titus’s life. “We still have dinner 
together as a family at least once a week, usually twice a 
week, with our son.”

Along with family responsibilities, Cleo is keeping 
very busy in her professional life. “Right now, career-wise, 
I am playing the mother of trans paramedic and firefighter, 
Paul Strickland (played by Brian Michael Smith) on ‘9-1-1: 
Lonestar’. Brian is very out and open about being trans 
and I love it!”

“I also love working with the creator and producer of 

www.cathedralnyc.org
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the show, Ryan Murphy. He is an 
incredible writer.” One of the epi-
sodes Cleo featured in was the 
story of how Paul’s sister suffered 
during his transition. “She loved 
her big sister, and all she knew 
was that he came back (from 
transitioning), and her big sister 
was gone.  No one had told her. 
It (the storyline) blew my wig off,” 
Cleo admits. “I never even thought 
about what other family members 
go through, you know? I’m just 
thinking about the person who’s in 
the wrong body and who’s trying to 
rectify that situation… It’s some of 
the best television writing I’ve ever 
seen or heard in my life.”

Cleo also played in Netflix’s 
series, ‘Hoops’. “It’s an animated 
series for adults. Oh my goodness, 
is it for adults!” she exclaims. “It’s 
about a high school basketball 
team and the coach is a mess and 
I play the principal. I get to sing, I 
get to act, I get to boss that coach 
around and I get to cuss him out 
and tell him what I think of him. 

Hoops is a funny show.”
Beyond home and work, Cleo 

also feels very strongly about stay-
ing involved in the promotion of foster 
care and adoption – which was how 
she became involved in this year’s 
RaiseAChild banner and video cam-
paign.

Cleo and Camille first met Rich 
Valenza (founder and CEO of Raise-
AChild) at one of his family functions. 
“I loved hearing him talk about the 
children. I just wanted to be a part 
of it because he was finding homes 
for these beautiful children. I wanted 
to share my story with his company 
and help in any way that I could.” This 
year, Cleo and her family contributed 
by giving their time to act as a model 
foster family. “Oh, it was a great expe-
rience,” Cleo retells. “The videos were 
wonderful. They just asked us things 
on the spot, and they were just so 
blown away with how Titus answered 
questions.” 

“It was beautiful to do the banner 
work for RaiseAChild too, because 
so many people would take pictures 
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Cleo, Titus, and Camille.
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of our banners and send them to us. 
The banners were absolutely every-
where, and it was wonderful.” The 
banners had the unexpected effect 
of reconnecting Cleo and her family 
with acquaintances from their past. 
“The mom of a kindergarten friend of 
Titus’s texted me about the posters, 
and a week later, we got together with 
them!”

“So, these posters really do bring 
people together, whether it’s adoption 
or whether it’s families or whether it’s 
friends from before.” Along with her 
involvement with RaiseAChild, Cleo 
also works with Penny Lane Centers. 
“I love to do everything I can to get 
a child with a family because I say 
all the time: can you imagine being 
seven years old with no family, but 
you go to school every day, and if 
there’s a function at school and one 
of your parents is supposed to come, 
what that must feel like for that child? 
I don’t want any child to experience 
that, so I want to do everything I can 
to put a child with a family, put these 

families together.”
Follow Cleo @cleoking5404 and 

check out her RaiseAChild #Reimag-
ineFosterParents video at vimeo.
com/215684625. For more informa-
tion about RaiseAChild, visit, 

www.raiseachild.org. ▼

Gary Hurtubise lives in Eastern 
Ontario with his husband Trevor, their 
two sons Noah & Meo, and their two 
yellow labs. Gary attended the Roy-
al Military College of Canada and 
served in the Royal Canadian Navy 
before becoming a high school phys-
ics teacher, and part time Ghostwriter. 
Gary finds time to write during those 
odd moments between life: at 4:30 in 
the morning, on long road-trips with 
the kids, while back-country camp-
ing, and when he should be doing his 
share of the chores. Gary writes about 
another RaiseAChild family, Alex Blue 
Davis, Miranda Russo and their three 
children on page 71.
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Learn the many benefits of becoming a foster or foster-to-adopt parent. 
Please join us for one of our upcoming free virtual Info Sessions. 

Go to: RaiseAChild.org/event

building loving families for 
children in foster care™

RaiseAChild is a national 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization with a mission of building loving families for children in foster care™. 
RaiseAChild is committed to a world in which every child, family, ethnicity and culture is welcomed equally with respect and love.

Start a conversation with a RaiseAChild Parent Advocate NOW! 
(877) 417-1440


