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Welcome to Dominion Fertility
Since 1987, Making Miracles Happen through Personalized Care
The hallmark of our practice is personalized care combined with state-of-the-art technology. We truly value you as
our patient, and you will always be treated as an individual. Our philosophy is that good communication is vital to
excellent care. We know that you will enjoy working with our caring nurses and our educated, compassionate doctors.
For over 34 years, we have offered the most comprehensive set of fertility treatments in the Washington metropolitan
area. Our experts have helped thousands bring their dreams of becoming parents to life. We use the most costeffective treatments to help you achieve your goal of becoming a family. Financial guarantee programs are available
for most of our treatment options.
Dominion Fertility has been a leader in treating patients with all
types of infertility. We take on the most challenging of cases, which
is why we are considered the experts’ choice. We are proud to offer
IVF with Preimplantation Genetic Testing (PGT), a cost-effective
embryo-screening program, giving you a higher chance of having
a healthy baby while greatly reducing the risk of miscarriage. Our
fertility centers also offer IUI, egg freezing, egg donor IVF, LGBTQ
fertility services as well as full andrology services.
Our two physicians actively teach medical students, interns and
residents Reproductive Medicine at local hospitals and universities.
We are honored that you are considering Dominion Fertility. We
conveniently have offices in Fairfax and Arlington, Virginia as well
as Bethesda, Maryland.
More information can be obtained on our web site,
DominionFertility.com, or by calling to speak to our friendly staff
at (703) 920-3890.
We look forward to hearing from you.
Michael DiMattina, M.D.
Susan Sarajari, M.D.
Gerard Celia, Ph.D.
The Staff at Dominion Fertility

dominionfertility_official
facebook.com/dominionfertility
@domfertility
dominion fertility

P E R S O N A L I Z E D C A R E, O N E CO U P L E AT A TI M E

Since 1987
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August 1-5, 2022
92Y’s one-week day-camp program
for LGBTQ+ children and allies
entering grades 6–12
Enjoy the fun of a traditional
summer camp — swimming,
arts, sports and more — in an
environment that offers safety,
freedom and support to
LGBTQ+ campers.

92Y.org/Camps

www.92y.org/camps/camp-pride
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Family photo
share from
Cassie Herrera

Family photo
share from
Sarah Barrett
Photo by
Jennifer
Mayberry

Family photo
share from
Sheena Malone

Family photo
share from
Pink Dads

Family photo share from
Shanda Mauldin

Family photo share from
Stephanie Ann Stewart

We love to hear from you. Send us your photos and comments by email at gayparentmag@gmail.com or through www.facebook.com/gay.parent.magazine.
CORRECTION
Benchmark School (www.benchmarkschool.org) was listed in an incorrect state in the directory listing in our last issue. The correct location is Pennsylvania.

www.yougottabelieve.org
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May is National Foster Care Month
Visit www.fostercaremonth.org
Below are LGBTQ friendly foster care and adoption resources for family building and nurturing.
The Barker Adoption Foundation
301-664-9664
barkeradoptionfoundation.org
See ad on page 13
Camp Clio
984-439-2308
campclio.org
See ad on page 18
Child and Family Services
of Northwestern Michigan
231-946-8975
cfsnwmi.org
See ad on page 19
Children’s Home & Aid
630-824-3630
childrenshomeandaid.org
See ad on page 20

Saint Dominic’s Family Services
917-645-9157
sdfs.org
See ad on page 19

Children’s Home Society
of Virginia
804-353-0191
chsva.org
See ad on page 19

Spence-Chapin Services
to Families and Children
212-400-8150
spence-chapin.org
See ad on page 6

CONCERN
610-944-0445
concern4kids.org
See ad on page 8
Hephzibah Children’s Association
708-649-7184
hephzibahhome.org
See ad on page 15
RaiseAChild
877-417-1440
raiseachild.org
See ad on page 32

You Gotta Believe!
718-372-3003
info@yougottabelieve.org
yougottabelieve.org
See ad on page 6
t

www.mmsny.org
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ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT

Become a Foster Parent through CONCERN

May

is Foster Care Awareness month - it is a staff email. "It irritates me to be told how things have alreminder to rally behind our youth, pro- ways been done. I defy the tyranny of precedent. I canmote the importance of becoming a foster parent, and re- not afford the luxury of a closed mind." ~ Clara Barton
1821-1912 (Founder of the American Red Cross) Gordon
mind youth that they are never alone!
states, "As legisCONCERN
Professional Services for ChilAccording to youth.gov approximately, 30% lation changes to
become inclusive
dren, Youth, and Families
is in need of responsible,
of children in foster care identify as LGBTQ+. of same sex marriages, LGBTQ+
caring foster parents who
Not only is there a need for Foster Parents rights, it is imwant to provide a stable
portant that soand loving home. CONacross Pennsylvania, there is also a need for cial services and
CERN’s mission to bring
agenhope, offer opportunity,
foster parents who identify as LGBTQ+ and/ non-profit
cies follow suit.
and inspire change is evident in our openness and
or are welcoming to youth who identify as CONCERN has
been an agency
inclusivity in matching
that
welcomes
LGBTQ+ foster parents
LGBTQ+.
change,
leads
with children who need to
with an open mind, and is inclusive of clients and foster
find hope and opportunity.
Gordon May, President/CEO of CONCERN recently parents from all backgrounds"
Approximately 15,000 children are in the foster care
mentioned this quote during a weekly Monday Motivation

Media-Providence

Friends School
www.mpfs.org/camp

Summer Friends Camp
Ages 3 - 10

mpfs.org/camp
MEANINGFUL LEARNING, Purposeful Life

Every child deserves a loving family!
610-944-0445 or visit
www.concern4kids.org

Become a Foster or Adoptive Parent

www.concern4kids.org
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system in Pennsylvania. According
to youth.gov approximately, 30%
of children in foster care identify as
LGBTQ+. Not only is there a need
for Foster Parents across Pennsylvania, there is also a need for foster parents who identify as LGBTQ+
and/or are welcoming to youth who
identify as LGBTQ+.
CONCERN has had same sex
foster parents for over 7 years. A
previous foster family started the
application process to become a
foster parent with CONCERN in
2015. Long before this couple met
and married, they knew they wanted to become parents. They knew
that raising children would not only
be personally fulfilling but having the
opportunity to change a life and give
a child a ‘forever family’ would be the
greatest gift they could give a child.
This couple offers so many gifts to
share with children. Knowing firsthand what a stable and loving home
can mean to a child, as adults, they
were determined to emulate their beloved family
members. Families from all
demographic backgrounds
are welcome and accepted
at CONCERN. The application process is simple:
Visit our website, complete
an application, and begin
the process today toward
welcoming children into
your home. Children need
loving homes, caring adults,
and a non-judgmental environment. Please consider
becoming a Foster Parent by visiting
www.concern4kids.org. t

Visit

Gay Parent magazine's web site
www.gayparentmag.com
• subscribe through our web site
• free current issues
• buy back issues
• read our blog

and follow us

twitter.com/gayparentmag
instagram.com/gayparentmag
facebook.com/gay.parent.magazine

Alta
Bates
In Vitro Fertilization Program
We provide all LGBTQ-friendly reproductive
services including: Gay Surrogacy, Partner IVF,
standard and Donor Egg IVF, and IUIs in a
warm and supportive private practice setting.
Established in 1984, Alta Bates IVF has an
excellent track record, is fully accredited and a
member of SART/ASRM.
Alta Bates IVF Program
2999 Regent St., #700
Berkeley, CA 94705

510-649-0440
www.abivf.com

www.abivf.com
www.cowhollowschool.org

Helping Small Miracles Happen

• COMPREHENSIVE FERTILITY CARE • INTRAUTERINE INSEMINATION (IUI)
• IN VITRO FERTILIZATION (IVF) • RECIPROCAL IVF • PREIMPLANTATION GENETIC TESTING
• DONOR EGG • DONOR SPERM • GESTATIONAL CARRIER (SURROGATE)
The Reproductive Science Center of NJ is a leading provider of advanced reproductive technologies. Our
center combines a commitment to compassionate care with a cutting –edge fertility program. We believe
that everyone should have the opportunity to be a parent and a treatment plan can be customized to fit his
or her unique situation. We believe that the most important quality a fertility clinic can offer is genuine
concern and understanding for you and your emotional needs. Our experienced doctors, nurses, and staff
fully understand the emotional and medical challenges that confront prospective parents. We strive to
make all patients feel calm, comfortable and confident throughout their entire course of treatment.
RSCNJ has 3 convenient locations within Central NJ offering free phone consultations and free second
opinions by phone, along with evening and weekend hours.

Reproductive Science Center of NJ
DR. WILLIAM F. ZIEGLER | DR. ALAN M. MARTINEZ
EATONTOWN • TOMS RIVER • LAWRENCEVILLE

732-918-2500 l FERTILITYNJ.COM
www.fertilitynj.com
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23rd Annual LGBTQ-friendly Camps for Kids Listing

If

you haven't done it yet, there is still time to make summer plans for your child. Each year we publish a list of
LGBTQ friendly camps and summer day programs that advertise in this issue. Also listed are independent
schools and after school classes, some offering summer programs. The camps and schools are located in California,
Connecticut, Illinois, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Washington.

OVERNIGHT/ DAY CAMPS/
SUMMER PROGRAMS
CONNECTICUT
Camp Clio
984-439-2308
www.campclio.org
see ad on page 18
NEW JERSEY
Brightest Star School
of Performing Arts
973-829-1973
www.brighteststarschoolofperformingarts.com
see ad on page 13

NEW YORK

PENNSYLVANIA

Friedberg JCC / Camp Ga’avah
LGBTQ Day Camp
516-634-4164
www.friedbergjcc.org/ gaavah
see ad on page 15

Brightest Star School
of Performing Arts
973-829-1973
www.brighteststarschoolofperformingarts.com
see ad on page 13

92 St. Y Camp Pride
212-415-5573
www.92y.org/camps/camp-pride
see ad on page 5
Park Slope Day Camp
718-788-7732
www.parkslopedaycamp. com
see ad on page 17

Camp Harlam
610-668-0423
www.harlamdaycamp.org
see ad on page 17
WASHINGTON
URJ Camp Kalsman
425-284-4484
www.campkalsman.org
see ad on page 22

We Share Your Dream
At Yale Medicine Fertility Center, we can help
you to achieve your dream of becoming a
parent. Whether you are ready to start a family
or would like to preserve your options for the
future, we can help to make your dream a reality.
Female & Male Infertility
Gestational Surrogacy
Fertility Preservation
Genetic Testing of Embryos

Specialists in delivering sensitive,
innovative fertility solutions.
Everyday miracles really do happen. URA has
helped thousands of couples create a loving
family. We deliver care 365 days a year, allowing
you a greater chance for success. To get started,
please contact URA at 201-288-6330.

yalemedicine.org/fertilitycenter
Orange, Guilford, New London, Westport, Stamford
1-877-YaleMDs
www.yalemedicine.org/fertilitycenter

10 www.gayparentmag.com Gay Parent Magazine May-Junel 2022 Issue #142

University Reproductive Associates | Hasbrouck Heights, Hoboken and Wayne | uranj.com

www.uranj.com

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL SUMMER
PROGRAMS / DAY CAMP /EARLY
EDUCATION PROGRAMS
CALIFORNIA
Cow Hollow School
415-921-2328
www.cowhollowschool.org
see ad on page 9
Westside Neighborhood School
310-574-8650
www.wns-la.org
see ad on page 16
ILLINOIS
Bennett Day School
312-236-6388
www.bennettday.org
see ad on page 18

MARYLAND

Metropolitan Montessori School
212-579-5525
www.mmsny.org
see ad on page 7

Norwood School
301-841-2130
www.norwoodschool.org
see ad on page 26
MASSACHUSETTS
Bard College at Simon's Rock
413-644-4400
www.simons-rock.edu
see ad on page 24
NEW YORK
The Gow School Summer Program
716-687-2001
www.gow.org/summer-programs
see ad on page 23
Mary McDowell Friends School
718-625-3939
www.marymcdowell.org
see ad on page 5

Ross School Summer
631-907-5400
www.ross.org
see ad on page 23
PENNSYLVANIA
Media-Providence Friends School
Summer Friends Camp
www.mpfs.org/camp
see ad on page 8
VIRGINIA
St. Stephen's
and St. Agnes School
703-212-2705
age 3 - grade 5
703-212-2706
grades 6 - 12
www.sssas.org
see ad on page 16
▼

www.cryogam.com
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A Victorian Home of Love and Charity in Nebraska
By Gary Hurtubise

S

tanding tall and proud outside their
1885 Victorian home in Superior,
Nebraska, Brian Splater and Austin Karnatz’s have a story that is inspirational and
uplifting.
Brian was born in Fremont, Nebraska,
and raised in Randolph, the middle of seven children, having three brothers and three
sisters. He earned an associate in business
administration from Northeast Community
College in Norfolk, Nebraska, and currently
works from home as a regional coordinator
for a home health care company.
Austin was born in Belleville, Kansas –
just south of the border between that state
and Nebraska. He has one brother and one
sister. Presently, Austin is working in bookkeeping and accounting and, according to
his LinkedIn profile, is majoring in business
administration at Central Community College in Hastings, Nebraska, and is graduated last year.
Brian knew he was attracted to guys
by the time he was twelve but didn’t come
out until he was twenty-one. “I did so at my
family’s favorite steak house in Norfolk, Nebraska,” he explains. “I called them all to
join me for dinner on a Sunday. When we
were all there, I told everyone I was gay.”

The family on their front porch. Brian Splater with son, Jaxon, on left, and with his
husband, Austin Karnatz, and their daughter, Ellie, on the right.
Brian’s mother interrupted, stating that
she already knew about her son’s sexuality,
adding, “we won’t be discussing this right
now…let’s eat.” It would take his mom and
his siblings a while before they openly accepted his coming out.
“Ever since, though,” he asserts, “she
has been my biggest supporter and has always been by my side.”
Skip forward to May 2014 when Brian

and Austin met on Zoosk – the online dating site. Brian was living in Norfolk at the
time; Austin was in Superior. “There was a
three-hour drive distance between us and
for the first six months of our relationship,
we drove back and forth to spend time with
one another.”
In October of 2015, Brian decided to
move down to Superior where the two men
started their life together in earnest, and

ZAMANI & ASSOCIATES PLLC | Sogand Zamani, Esq.*
WE PROVIDE LEGAL COUNSEL AND ASSISTANCE IN CONNECTION WITH:

Gestational Carrier Arrangements | Ova, Sperm, & Embryo Donations
Pre & Post Birth Orders | Step & Co-Parent Adoptions | Domestic & International Adoptions
(*Licensed in DC, MD)

(202) 510-9112 | www.zamaniassociates.com
www.zamaniassociates.com
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where they still reside today.
Once together in Superior, it didn’t take
long for the couple to take their relationship
mutually to the next level. “We both proposed to each other,” Brian explains simply.
The men chose not to make their engagement into a big show. “We both agreed
we loved each other, that we would like to
spend our lives together, and build a family
together.”
Brian and Austin were quietly married
in a civil ceremony in Hastings, just north of
Superior. Then, in August of 2019 the couple did it all over again, but this time they
decided to go big. “We had a huge ceremony, reception and dance, with all of our family, neighbors, co-workers and friends present on our large 1885 Victorian era porch.”
It was only after this very public celebration of their commitment to each another
that they revealed they’d already been married, explaining that doing so had been for
practical reasons: to facilitate the adoption
of their two children.
The couple had started talking about
kids at the end of 2017, letting their families
know that they intended to pursue adoption.
It was only at the start of 2017 that

Nebraska had
re-affirmed the
right of samesex
couples
to foster and
adopt in the
state,
overturning a 1995
Department of
Health and Human Services
administrative policy that
Justice John
Wright,
the
presiding judge
in the case, The couple's wedding night standing outside in the rain, August
declared was 2019. Photograph by their friend, Millie B Photography. Says Brian,
“legally indistin- "She captured a remarkable picture standing in the rain and a thunguishable from derstorm."
a sign reading
together while shunted from foster home to
‘Whites Only’ on the hiring-office door.”
foster home. Now, however, it was revealed
At the beginning of 2018, Brian rethey were to be split up and put into sepaceived some worrying news about his
rate homes.
great-niece and great-nephew, a sibling
Austin and Brian had intended to build
pair who had been in the Nebraska Foster
their adoptive family one child at a time but
Care System for some time. Up until that
knew that this situation demanded a change
point, the brother and sister had been kept

OLDER CHILDREN NEED

FAMILY
NOW.

Learn more about
Older Child Adoption
from Foster Care.

Musical Theatre
Sleep Away Camps
One week at Beach Haven,
Long Beach Island, NJ
One week at the Poconos, PA
Daily classes in singing, acting and
dancing. Daily rehearsals for Broadway
title show presented on Friday night
for the public.
All campers featured! Talented, experienced,
certified teachers work with your child in
a warm, accepting environment where
learning skills and having fun are priority!
Beginners through advanced welcome.
References available.

Talk to an
Adoption
Expert Today!
barkeradoptionfoundation.org

www.barkeradoptionfoundation.org

Sleep Away Camp at the Poconos: June 26 - July 1, 2022
Sleep Away Camp at the beach: July 31 - August 5, 2022
(reside in well-supervised cottages at the beach
and cabins in the mountains)

Studio and Camp Oﬃce
16 Ridgedale Ave, Cedar Knolls, NJ 07927

973-829-1973

www.brighteststarschoolofperformingarts.com

www.brighteststarschoolofperformingarts.com
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day for him too.”
in plan. “We finally decided adopting
Reflecting on their lawyer’s
two children instead of one was the
statement, the couple acknowledge
right thing to do.” It was not only the
that they are something of a rarity
right thing, but the necessary thing,
in Nebraska, and especially in their
given that the kids were family. And
city of Superior. “We are one of the
given that Brian was kin to the sisvery few same-sex dads in this enter-brother pair, a kin-placement
tire area who have adopted. You
was the path the couple decided to
don’t see our [type of] family on evfollow towards adoption.
ery block in this area.”
Seven-year-old Ellie and sixBrian and Austin chose to keep
year-old Jaxon moved into Brian
their own last names when they
and Austin’s home in May of 2018.
married. “Our children were given
The couple petitioned the court for
Austin’s last name, however,” Briadoption in March of the following
an explains. “I wanted our children
year.
to have a part of my husband and
The adoption process was
stressful for the couple. “It was
since I’m from the birth family, the
filled with many raw emotions and
only way I knew I could give our
kids a part of my husband was to let
seemed like a rollercoaster at evthem have his last name.”
ery corner,” the couple recall, acThe couple revealed their deciknowledging, though, that they were The family's adoption finalization hearing. From Left, Aus“treated fairly well” along the way. tin, Ellie, Jaxon, Judge Burns, and Brian.
sion at their Last Name Reveal Party in the fall of 2020, once the adopIt was tough on the kids too.
In early August 2020, eighteen months
“Every single time we drove by the court- after the process began, the kids’ adoption tion was finalized. In December, the family
house, they would ask when their adoption was at last finalized. “The day of our final- enjoyed their third Christmas together.
Ellie, now nine and in third grade, is
would finally be over with. Since they had ization, our attorney from Omaha told me
spent years being moved around a lot, I we were actually his first same-sex adop- very artistic and heavily involved in youth
don’t think our daughter Ellie felt secure un- tion, adding that this was a very important sports. She also takes piano lessons and is
in voice lessons. “She has a beautiful and
til the judge said it was official.”
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Speaking of remodeling – that is
a hobby that keeps Brian very busy. In
March of 2019, the couple purchased
their current home: a 4000-squarefoot Victorian house that is one of the
highest-profile historical properties in
Superior. Located across the street
from the city park, the 1885 home
was built by a Civil War veteran,
features a large fountain in the front
walkway, and was the location for
the men’s huge wedding celebration,
where Ellie served as flower girl and
Jaxon was the ring bearer.
Brian has spent the last two
years restoring their home, which sat
uninhabited for five years prior to the
December 2019, the family delivered 200 new couple purchasing it.
When they are not working on
toys to Omaha’s Children’s Hospital and Medirestoration
projects and research into
cal Center.
the history of their home, the couinspiring voice,” her dad states, adding,
ple are involved in Superior’s Elks
“she sings independently for our church.”
Lodge fraternal order. Austin served as the
Jaxon turned eight in May and is in branch’s Exalted Ruler for three years and
second grade. He is into sports and help- is currently the Five-Year-Trustee; Brian is
ing with chores inside or outside. “He loves currently serving as the Exalted Ruler.
helping me build things,” Brian adds proudBrian sees their acceptance into the
ly, “and he loves remodeling.”
organization as evidence of how most of

www.friedbergjcc.org/gaavah

their community embraces them and their
family. “As with all small communities you
will find a few who like to spew their disgust,
and ridicule others on social media. These
are few and far between.”
As members of Superior’s Elks Lodge,
the couple has been involved in a number
of philanthropic programs and initiatives
for their community. “I began our Summer
Backpack Food Program,” Brian explains,
“and last year we had over 50 kids receive weekly nutritional meals, snacks and
drinks.”
Not content to limit themselves to charitable work within the Elks Lodge, the couple came up with their own charity idea in
late 2019.
Known as the ‘Victorian Capital of Nebraska’, the couple’s hometown of Superior
hosts an annual Victorian house tour. Austin and Brian opened their house during the
event, taking the proceeds of ticket sales
from tours of their house and donating them
to a local non-profit. At their daughter’s urging, they also called for people to donate
used toys, ending up with over 200 by the
end of the drive.
They gave away most of the donated

www.hephzibahhome.org
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toys to the Children’s Hospital and Medical Center in Omaha, splitting the rest between their community’s Toys for Tots branch, and
to Santa – who handed out 60 gifts to local kids from the couple’s
front porch.
Building on the momentum of this first year, Brian decided to
expand his charity work, focusing on various issues facing in-need
and at-risk children in the community.
The 2020 Annual Toy Drive was designated for foster children
from Hastings, and for the Nebraska Foster and Adoptive Parent
Association in Lincoln, the state’s capitol. “There are 568 children
in the two communities we chose.”
“Since our children have lived in several foster homes, they
experienced many Christmas’s without toys, or with only very few.
So, that year’s toy drive was very important to both of them.”
From the start of the toy drive in mid-September, up until Halloween, the organization received over 1,200 items. “We made
those 1200 items into 568 gifts, since some items were of lesser
value or smaller; many gifts ended up having more than one item
in them,” Brian explains. “On the 23rd of November, we delivered
those 568 gifts so that every one of those children received at least
one present for Christmas.”
With the 2019 and 2020 toy drives combined, Brian reports
that they have given away over $7,200 worth of items and reached
over one thousand children.
The couple’s nonprofit efforts have branched out into two
‘clubs’ geared towards foster children, or kids in need.
The Colors4Kids Club is a charity that aims to give every enrolled child a package every other month, containing crayons, col-

ored pencils, markers, activity books and coloring books,
along with puzzles and educational material. “These
items are for them to keep,”
Brian explains.
The Books4Kids Club is
the second club the couple
has created. When enrolled,
children receive between
four and six age-appropriate books for them to read.
“When they are finished with
these books, they can keep
them or donate them back to
our nonprofit, and we then
ship out another four to six
books.”
“Especially during the
pandemic, this club helps
inspire our children to continue reading and gives them
something to look forward
to. This is important with so
many restrictions placed
on kids, including no longer
having access to a library.”
“We were blessed that

Ellie and Jaxson with news reporter, Diamond Nunnally from
LOCAL 4 News, KSNBC. Says Brian, "She came to do a story about
our 2020 Toy Drive where we
delivered 570 toys to Nebraska
Foster and Adoptive Parent Association. Every child in foster care
in the communities of Hastings
and Lincoln received Christmas
gifts."

Pursuing Goodness as well as Knowledge

A caring and inclusive community
Learn and explore and dream big.
Be honored for who you are and
who you will become.
Prepare for the academic challenges of college
and the world beyond.

Become Ready.
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AGE 3-GRADE 5: 703-212-2705 | GRADES 6-12: 703-212-2706
Alexandria, VA Age 3-Grade 12 Coed Episcopal

www.wns-la.org
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Austin and Brian are LGBTQ+ pioneers in their
Covid has not affected
mid-west, rural, red state of Nebraska, demonstratour nonprofit,” Brian
ing that same-sex families can and will participate
says, gratefully. “For
and contribute to their communities, making signifexample, our 2020 toy
icant impacts in the lives of those they choose to
drive received over
help. Learn more about Brian and his charity work
400 more items and
at,
raised over $1,200
facebook.com/AmbassadorsofKindness/ or folmore than what we
low them on Tik Tok at,
received in 2019.” He
https://www.tiktok.com/@life_of_two_dads or
goes on to say, “Our
https://www.tiktok.com/@_life_of_two_dads t
non-profit, Ambassadors of Kindness, Inc.
not only has provided
Gary Hurtubise lives in Eastern Ontario with his
over $18,000 worth
husband Trevor, their two sons Noah & Meo, and
of new toys to neartheir two yellow labs. Gary attended the Royal Milily 2,800 foster kids
tary College of Canada and served in the Royal Cain 25 months but last
nadian Navy before becoming a high school physics
November (2021) we
teacher, and part time Ghostwriter. Gary finds time
started our Comfort
to write during those odd moments between life: at
Bags for Foster Kids.
4:30 in the morning, on long road-trips with the kids,
In these four months Brian with Ellie on left and Austin and Jaxson on right. while back-country camping, and when he should
we’ve provided over
be doing his share of the chores. Read more articles
450 Comfort Bags to Foster Kids. Our comfort bags aim to dent the by Gary in this issue. On page 26 learn about Mia Cooley and the
number of trash bags foster kids use when they enter foster care. first Black Parent Pride Summit and on page 28 we follow up with
Plus, they receive a new blankie and new teddy bear to serve as New York activist Glenn Magpantay.
a sense of security. With our Annual Toy Drive and Comfort Bags,
the total number of foster kids we have reached in 25 months is
Photos courtesy of Brian Splater
approaching over 3,200, totaling more than $22,000.”

Professional.
Safety Minded.
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Caring.

LOCATIONS
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- Sports Academy
- On Wheels Travel Camp
- Leadership Experience for Teens
- School Break Mini Camp

Join us for an online
Info Session!

718.788.7732
www.parkslopedaycamp.com

www.campharlam.org
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2020 U.S. – Japan Rainbow Camp for LGBTQ Families
By Angeline Acain

A

to take place in Osaka in
lthough Japanese
October 2020. As foundLGBTQ
families
er of Gay Parent Magdon’t share the same freeazine, Nijiiro Diversity
doms as Americans, there
had invited me to attend
are organizations in Japan
the camp, along with my
working to change that. Niwife, Susan, and adult
jiiro Diversity and partner
daughter, Jiana, to speak
groups, Good Aging Yells
and share our experiencand Nijiiro Kazoku are workes as a LGBTQ headed
ing to improve the lives of
family. Due to the panLGBTQ families in Japan.
demic, my family could
Established in 2013, Ninot travel to Japan to
jiiro Diversity was the first
attend their event. Since
organization in Japan to
Maki Muraki, director and founder of Nijiiro Diversity (left)
we could not attend the
address workplace issues
and Haru Ono, president of Nijiiro Kazoku.
camp, Susan and I confor LGBTQ people and reand 160 corporations including Goldman
tributed a short home remains a leader in LGBTQ
corded video, that was presented to the
rights activism. In 2015, Nijiiro Diversity Sachs, Nissan, Panasonic, and Sony.
In October 2021, the group’s orga- camp attendees. In the video, Susan and
published, LGBTQ Guide for Workplaces, and in 2018 they published, Trans- nizers held an event originally called, I spoke about our parenting experience.
gender Workplace Handbook. The group 2020 US – Japan Rainbow Camp, tar- View our video message on Nijiiro Diveralso provides research, educational geting LGBTQ families and LGBTQ sity’s website here, https://bit.ly/3M1Jzi3.
training, and consulting, and has worked youth that are interested in raising chil- The organizers also presented at the
with universities, government agencies, dren. The event was originally scheduled event the March-April 2021 issue #135 of
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Gay Parent Magazine, then published it
on the Nijiiro Diversity website translating
it to Japanese, view it here,
https://bit.ly/3xuneG4
Although my family and I were not
able to attend,
speakers that presented were, Maki
Muraki, Haru Ono,
and Gon Matsunaka. Both Ono and
Matsunaka
have
same LGBTQ partners and children.
All three are alumni
of the International
Visitor Leadership
Program, an organization for social
activism supporting
LGBTs.
Maki Muraki is the director and
founder of Nijiiro Diversity. Muraki has
struggled as a lesbian in the corporate
work environment. With her skills as a
consultant, seminar leader, researcher,
and a licensed labor and social securi-

ty attorney, she is a leader in the LGBT
rights advocacy in Japan. Muraki has
numerous awards including, the Google Impact Challenge Award (2015),
Change-Maker Award by Nikkei Woman:

was the director for host organization
of the Rainbow Camp and oversaw the
events and activities.
Haru Ono is the president of Nijiiro
Kazoku (https://bit.ly/3rpbKjc), an organization she founded in
2010. Nijiiro Kazoku
supports and connects
LGBT parents and their
children
throughout
Japan. Ono has two
children and a stepchild with her partner.
Ono is a leading figure
in Japan’s activism for
LGBT family rights.
Gon Matsunaka, president of Good Aging Nijiiro Kazoku hosts
Yells (left). Photo above right, Maki (gray seminars and events
jacket) and Haru (orange shirt) speaking to to spread awareness
about LGBT families in
attendees at the Rainbow Camp.
Japan.
Gon Matsunaka is the president of
Woman of the Year 2016, and Rookie of
the Year Award by Nikkei Social Initiative Good Aging Yells, established in 2010,
Award. (2016) She is also the author it is one of the oldest organizations supof the LGBT Guidebook at Workplaces porting LGBT rights in Japan. On the
(2015) and the Transgender and Work Good Aging Yells website,
https://bit.ly/3jDwfnO,
Matsunaka
Environment Handbook (2018). Muraki
Every Child Deserves a Home
•Fostercare Adoption Services
•Post Adoption Supports
•Independent Living
•Heritage & Search Services

We are fully committed to
equality in adoption
Follow us @chsvirginia

804.353.0191

www.chsva.org

www.sdfs.org

www.cfsnwmi.org
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writes, “Good Aging Yells aims to
create a place
where people with
various personalities, regardless of
sexuality, age, nationality, or even
experience, can
feel comfortable
and grow older in
their own way.”
Matsunaka’s work
includes
Pride Photo above left, Maki, Gon, and Haru, presenting at Rainbow Camp. Photo on right of attendees at the
House Tokyo, the Rainbow Camp for LGBTQ Families.
held in October 2021—did the pandemic to 40 participants in each event, around
first large-scale
permanent LGBTQ center in Japan, and affect the number of participants that at- 60 to 70 in total. However, since an overnight event would not be appropriate
Out In Japan, a book of LGBTQ people tended the camp?
Megumi Takai: The camp was origi- during the pandemic, we had to schedin Japan photographed by Leslie Kee.
Since 2018, Matsunaka is also co-par- nally planned to be held for a weekend in ule the event hours only during the afterenting a child with a couple, a ciswoman Osaka. But to avoid our participants trav- noon.
Acain: What feedback did you reeling a long distance during the pandemand FTM transgender parent.
Through email, I chatted with Megu- ic, we decided to hold the event in both ceive from camp participants?
Takai: The feedback was generally
mi Takai, fundraising coordinator for Ni- Osaka and Tokyo on separate weekends.
As a result, we were able to have very positive! Participants were LGBTQ+jiiro Diversity. I asked Takai about the
more participants than we originally families and LGBTQ+ youth. Some said
Japan Rainbow Camp event.
Angeline Acain: Originally, the planned. The original plan was to have that before the event, they did not even
camp was to be held in October of 2020 around 30 participants in Osaka, but with know that there were places where they
continued bottom of next page
but due to the pandemic the camp was two locations we were able to have 30
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Searching for Barbary Lane

ou know how you go to
Y
Pride parades, and every segment of the community has

By Aubree Calvin

education services in my north
Texas area, announced they
were raising twenty million dollars to build affordable housing
their own float or walking group?
for seniors in Dallas. I realized
The lesbian liturgy, the bisexual
that I don’t know any gay or
bicyclers, the intersex ice skaters.
lesbian seniors. I had spent so
I could play with alliteration a little
much time trying to feel comfortmore, but you get the idea. Pride is
able with my own gender identity,
a great time to celebrate all the asand transitioning, getting caught
pects of being LGBTQ+. We know
up in the day to day rhythm of
there’s no one right way to identimy family that I hadn’t gotten to
fy and express ourselves. These
know hardly anyone. The few
groups can be essential to help us
queer friends I had made were in
find some sense of chosen family
The author, Aubree Calvin, on right with her wife,
my young Gen X/older Millennial
or at least people that share our
Victoria (left) and daughter Corinne (middle)
age group. I didn’t know anyone
interests. I mean don’t you want
on vacation in Disney World.
outside my generation. I don’t
to find another aromantic animator
to hang out with? And of course not everyone wants to join an know the struggles of being a low income senior, let alone one
activity oriented group. Maybe we’ll naturally gravitate to other who may have spent their lives being rejected by family memqueer parents or people our own age, and that’s wonderful too. bers or fired from their job, or forced to hide part of themselves
But, if I’m being honest, I do wonder how much these groups are because they lived in a time not as accepting as right now.
Research by SAGE, the nationwide advocacy group for
isolating us from each other.
I started thinking about this a while back when the Resource LGBTQ elders, over 50% of our seniors are lonely and COVID
Center, a significant LGBTQ provider of community health and has only increased that isolation. How are we, a marginalized
Japan Rainbow Camp continued previous page 20
could ask for advice about being a LGBTQ+ family. Therefore,
people who participated as families said it was good to have a
place where they can talk with other families in similar situations,
share their experiences and give each other advice. Families enjoyed interacting with each other. Younger family members said
it was a good experience for them to be able to talk with older
family members. Children got together and played with each other. Most of the youth participants said the event helped them to
find answers to the doubts they were having about having their
own families in the future. One youth participant told us that they
are relieved to see that while there may be more obstacles being
LGBTQ+, LGBTQ+ families are just like other ordinary families.
Acain: Will Rainbow Family Camp be an annual event?
Takai: We still do not know if we will be able to have the
rainbow camp again, but we are establishing a LGBTQ+ center
in Osaka next year. It will be the first LGBTQ+ center in Western Japan, and the second in Japan beside Pride House Tokyo.
We are hoping to continue conducting events targeting LGBQT+
families at our LGBTQ+ center!
For information on Japan Rainbow Camp visit,
https://nijiirodiversity.jp/3655/ t
Angeline Acain is the publisher and editor of Gay Parent Magazine.
Photos courtesy of Megumi Takai
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demographic that believes in inclusion
and acceptance, letting this happen? And
we know that many LGBT seniors fear
facing housing discrimination, and there
are still states that don’t have laws to provide them with the necessary protections.
I cannot imagine spending decades being
out only to have to go back in the closet
just to have a decent place to live. Has
Armistead Maupin taught us nothing?
Part of what I like about writing and
producing my podcast is that I get to know
more about local and regional history. I
get to talk to everyday people that have
lived such colorful lives. to advance our
causes through activism, their work, or
just by being themselves. Between Stonewall and Obergefell, probably the only two
significant gay rights events that many
high school social studies will mention,
is the messiness of lived experiences,
both good and bad. There are fun stories
about being underage and sneaking into
gay bars or drag clubs. There are also
tragic stories of friends lost to the AIDS
epidemic and government neglect. They
share their stories with so much passion,
it is infectious. I come away wondering if

URJ CAMP KALSMAN

SUMMER 2022

The author, Aubree Calvin, (back) with
her wife, Victoria (front) and daughter
Corinne (middle).
I’ve had enough adventure in my own life.
I’ll always enjoy reading about history, but
I’m also learning to appreciate the storytellers who are still with us. Much like the
Resource Center is trying to do in Dallas,
I’ve come to think that every gayborhood
should have a senior center. I mean don’t
put it next to the gay bar. People do need
to sleep after all. But there should be
a place for them just as there is for me
and my troop of transgender trekkies (I

couldn’t resist one more).
I think embracing a sense of intergenerational community can be beneficial
to our young queer and gender nonconforming kids. Who better to advocate
on their behalf than some of the original
activists that spearheaded the gay rights
movement of the 70s and 80s. Every argument that is being used by politicians to
hold back our kids from being themselves
is one we’ve heard before. Baby Boomers
and the Silent Generation wrote the playbook on securing our rights. Why wouldn’t
we include them in our continuing fight for
equality? They can help us do it again, if
we reach out to them.
Instead of giving in to the intentionally
divisive rhetoric about generational differences, we can be sources of friendship
and support for each other. If your family
wants to do a community service project,
why not partner with a senior group in your
area? High school and college queer student groups can raise money for needed
senior related social projects, or organize
a senior prom. I think the drag time story
hours are a great way to raise awareness,
but no one reads a children’s book like a
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grandma. And if that grandma happens
to have her wife with her, who can honestly be against that? These intergenerational connections are more crucial than
we probably realize. There’s growing evidence that the onslaught of legislative attacks are having negative mental health
affects on out teenagers and young kids.
Do you know what can have positive
mental health effects? Intergenerational acceptance and connection. Let’s get
some tech savvy teens to create a digital
archive of oral history from our seniors.
I’ve been thinking about what comes
next. My wife and I have been talking
about some of the mundane aspects of
adulthood. Our daughter’s college fund.
Life insurance policies, savings. We’re
still at good two or three decades away
from any sense of exiting the workforce,
but we have been trying to decide where
we want to eventually retire. Do we stay
in affordable Texas where we have some
family roots, but don’t feel that emotionally attached to our town, or do we fulfill our higher cost fantasy of finding a
small northeastern coastal town with a
bookstore on every corner? I don’t know
where we’ll end up, but I know I want it
to be someplace where we’re embraced
no matter our age. It has taken me a long
time to finally feel like I belong. I’d hate
to lose that due to a tiny thing like age.
Separate groups can be great, as long as
we remember to come together to make
sure no one is left out.
If you’re interested in donating to
the Resource Center’s Senior Housing
Campaign you can do so at their website,
https://bit.ly/3KFODbR
For more information about advocating for LGBT seniors, you can contact
SAGE at: www.sageusa.org t
Aubree Calvin is a part time writer
and full time professor of government at
a Texas community college. She writes
about race, politics, and LGBTQ issues.
She is also the co-host of the podcast,
www.southernqueeries.com, which talks
to individuals about being LGBTQ in the
south. Aubree and her wife, Victoria, homeschool their preteen daughter and live
in North Texas. She can be contacted at
aubreecalvin@gmail.com and you can
read more of her writing at
www.aubreecalvin.com.
Photos courtesy of Aubree Calvin
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Doctor Doctor
By Christopher Katis

R

ecently, I helped our oldest son,
Gus, find a new doctor. He’s an
adult now and can no longer see our family
pediatrician – nor would he want to, even if
he could. He made a pitch to see a “grown
up” doctor a couple of years ago. His only
requirements were that the new physician
not be the doctor his dads have, and that
this new guy be cool. That first condition
was easy, but the second seemed a bit
subjective.
When it came to choosing pediatricians for our boys, we always have had
pretty good luck. All of their regular doctors
have been accepting and respectful of our
family dynamic. In fact, when I mentioned
to our current pediatrician that the office
forms listing “mother” and “father” were
irrelevant to many families, he raised the
subject with his practice partners, and they
unanimously agreed to change the forms to
“parent / guardian”.

curiosity
+

+

+
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What’s really amazing about our good luck
with doctors is the fact that
we chose all of them the
same way most parents
probably do: we ran down
a list of providers that took
our insurance and chose
the one that was closest to
where we lived.
But LGBTQ+ families
shouldn’t have to rely just
on luck when choosing a
doctor who is a great fit
for their family. Thankfully,
there are growing number
of resources to help our
families make the right
choice.
Ellen Kahn, the Senior Director for Programs
and Partnerships at the
Human Rights Campaign
(HRC) worked with the
American Academy of
An early photo of the family. Front to back,
Pediatrics (AAP) to crethe author's children, Niko, Gus, the author
ate a list of resources for
Christopher Katis, and Christopher's husband,
doctors. It covers a wide
Kelly Huntington (right).
range of AAP policy stateoffer you the very best care but the system
ments on topics from promoting the well-being of kids with gay par- they are working in may not be completely
ents to best practices for office-based care supportive of who you are.”
Parents, she suggests, should interfor queer youth. They also offer resources
for families, specifically topics about gender view the practice. Tailor your questions to
your family’s specific needs. Don’t be afraid
identity.
“We have worked closely with the AAP to ask about the provider and staff. Ask if
for many years.” Kahn told me, “And both they think the practice is “tolerant, acceptorganizations recognized the need to pro- ing or embracing” of LGBTQ families. Let
vide the field with guidance and resources them decide which adjective best describes
to better support trans youth and their fam- the team.
The HRC’s Kahn echoed that sentiilies.”
But what steps can parents take to de- ment. “Call the office to say that you are a
termine which pediatrician is best for their two-mom family, or whatever your family
structure is. Ask if the practice has a track
unique child and family?
Well, I had an opportunity also to speak record of working with families like yours.”
with Dr. Molly O’Shea, M.D., FAAP, about it. She also suggests taking a look at the inShe’s a pediatrician, consultant and parent take forms to see if they list parent/parent
coach based in Birmingham, Michigan. So, versus mom/dad.
Another option that both Kahn and
she knows a thing or two about the topic.
She told me, “Look at the practice O’Shea suggest is to turn to other families
website and social channels. How the pe- and seek their advice. Kahn suggests using
diatrician and practice present themselves a local list-serv group like those on Faceto the world is how they will support you. If book. She also notes that those may not be
you see no representations of gay families, available in smaller cities or in more rural
gender neutral pronouns, or other evidence areas.
“Ask around,” Dr. O’Shea offers. “The
of public support, that may be a red flag. It
doesn't mean that individual providers can't other families in your LGBTQ+ community
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will have done some of the legwork already.
Get the names of the people and groups
they see. Don't just go on their advice
though, your family, like all families, has a
unique set of needs.”
That’s true especially of families with
transgender kids. And that’s why the AAP
offers such in-depth information about gender-diverse and transgender kids.
Dr. O’Shea adds, “If families have a
transgender child or are transgender themselves, ask about how they have supported other families with this background. If
they have not yet had any, ask about what
makes them interested and willing to care
for your family.”
For all of our good luck, we did have
one bad experience with a pediatrician;
when Gus was in first grade, our regular
doctor was out because of an emergency,
and we met with one of his colleagues. This
older gentleman wasn’t the warmest guy
but whatever – it was a one-time visit. Then
he did it: he asked, “what does mom think?”
We politely skirted around the question. He,
however, kept coming back to it repeatedly. Finally, my husband Kelly frustratedly
barked, “I’m the mom!”
I sought Dr. O’Shea’s advice about
what LGBTQ+ families should do if you
have a bad experience with a provider. “We
are all bound to have bad experiences with
health care providers, and LGBTQ+ community members more so,” she said. “No
matter who you are, being treated with respect and dignity and having your needs
met in a care setting is the priority. When
someone treats you poorly anywhere, sharing that experience with them is an opportunity for growth. If you feel that could be too
risky, sharing it with their supervisor or colleague is the next best thing. Each person
has to figure out in the moment whether being respectfully blunt is in their wheelhouse.
The white coat and the power it can wield
is often intimidating but if you can set that
aside, think about how you might respond
in any other setting and apply it to this one.”
My husband I figured that any further
explanation of our family dynamic would
be lost on that particular substitute doctor.
However, it was still bugging us a couple of
days later when we went back for our son’s
follow-up with his regular pediatrician, so
we mentioned our earlier experience to
him.
He was mortified! Not only did he apologize for what he called his colleague’s

complete lack of medical professionalism
and basic human empathy, we went so
far as to recommend that, short of an actual emergency, under no circumstances
should we agree to see that doctor again.
He even jotted down a list of the practice’s
other doctors, ranking them in order of how
he thought we’d get along with them.
In the end, that empathetic doctor
moved out of state, and we changed pediatricians. We didn’t feel the practice was
right for our family.
“Listen to your gut,” Dr. O’Shea counsels. “You’ll know when you have found a
good fit.”
When we met the boys’ new doctor for
the first time, he came right out and asked
us if we were a same-gender couple. Then
added, “That’s great! We have all types of
families here and are happy to have you.”
That simple statement made all the difference. We knew we’d made the right decision for our family.
In the end, our son chose a doctor
from a list of primary care physicians that

2Dads1Daniel

take our insurance. He made the decision
based on his gut feeling that he’s likely be
cool because he’s young. I tried in vain to
convince him that age doesn’t make one
cool. I mean, look at his dads; we’re not really young but we’re super cool.
Hopefully our son’s new, adult doctor
will be more than just cool. Hopefully, he’ll
be as caring and attentive as his pediatrician was. At least our son won’t have to
explain which of his parents is the “mom”!
You can see the AAP guidelines at
aap.org and contact Dr. O’Shea at www.
drmollyoshea.com or @doctormollyoshea
on Instagram. t
Christopher Katis has spent his career
in public relations and corporate communications. Since 2009, he has penned the
award-winning column, Who's Your Daddy
which appears monthly in QSaltLake. He
lives in Murray, Utah with his husband of almost 35 years, Kelly Huntington, and their
two teenage sons, Gus and Niko.
Photo courtesy of Christopher Katis

by Ted Simonin

For more go to @2Dads1Daniel or www.tedsimonin.com.
Gay Parent Magazine May-June 2022 Issue #142 www.gayparentmag.com

25

Black Parent PRIDE Summit in Atlanta
By Gary Hurtubise

T

ple, and, “I have a lot of siblings at this point
here’s an exciting new event coming
– somewhere around fourteen.”
this summer for the LGBTQ+ commuAs she grew up, she was made responsinity: the Inaugural Black Parent PRIDE Sumble to care for the younger children in the fammit, in Atlanta, Georgia.
ily. “Eventually that caregiving evolved into a
For the weekend of June 25th-26th, Black
job as babysitter, and then caring of our elderly
LGBTQ+ parents will have the opportunity to
and differently-abled communities, while I went
convene and connect with like-minded souls,
to college.”
to hear speakers from all over the country, to
Mia entered motherhood, as she puts it,
share their joys and pains, and to exchange
‘in full sprint.’ “I had one child by birth and two
experiences, resources, and opportunities with
by the blending of families in 2017.
one another.
“As a recovering perfectionist, I naturally
The brainchild behind this upcoming
wanted to get it all right. The last thing I wanted
weekend is Mia Cooley – founder of the Black
was for me to be my kids’ major topic at therLGBTQ+ Moms and Parents Facebook group,
apy every week.” So began Mia’s search for a
and of xHood (www.parentxhood.com) – an
community.
online resource developed specifically for the
She first plumbed her circle of friends
Black LGBTQ+ community.
for support. “It’s a weird stage to be in where
Mia hails from New Orleans, the daughter
you’re one of the first people in your friend
of two military parents. “The army, specifically,”
With her children, Mia Cooley (center) holding Nova, age 4,
group to enter this new chapter of having kids.”
she says. “We did a lot of relocating.” When the
with Lundyn, age 9, and Phil, age 15.
As a parent, Mia found the support she
successive moves became too much for little
needed looked very different to the support her
Mia, she was given the opportunity to return to
friends were accustomed to providing.
New Orleans and live with her grandmother.
“Also, in my relationship we were talking about possibly having more kids. As
Mia’s is a large, blended family. Both her parents are married to other peoqueer/same sex parents, it takes a lot of planning logistically and financially – I was
looking for help navigating the process.”
Mia began joining ‘mommy groups’ while on parental leave, hoping to get
some of her questions answered and make new friends along the way.
“What I kept finding were spaces where I didn’t feel safe to show up as my
authentic self, or spaces where showing up as my authentic self meant I would be
defending queer parents and queer youth for hours. It was exhausting, draining,
extremely discouraging.”
In parallel to this, Mia kept recalling all the moments during her pregnancy
where she felt ostracized as a queer parent – “and not just being ‘othered’ in these
Facebook groups, but by healthcare providers as well,” she explains.
“I quickly learned that none of the products, services, and processes meant
to support parents to and through babies was built for Black Queer folx (sic). They
were all failing us. I considered what the world would look like if Black Queer folx
Coed I Grades PK-8
could be empowered in the way that white, cis-hetero parents are through all their
admission@norwoodschool.org
parenting choices.”
And so, Mia decided to create the community she could not find already out
Norwood understands that in order to deliver the best
there.
possible education for our students, every student
must be truly known in all their complexities. When
That community was Black LGBTQ+ Moms and Parents – a Facebook group
students are known, teachers can design learning
that
now
has over 3,200 members.
experiences that stretch without stress. When students
“That
space, the value it brings, and the services we provide have evolved
are known, they feel safe asking big questions and
becoming their true selves.
and grown since that Mother’s Day of 2019 when I created it – and it is now (the
website) xHood.”
8821 River Road
The upcoming PRIDE Summit is a natural extension to xHood – a place to
Bethesda, MD 20817
come
together physically, to share face-to-face what xHood has allowed Black
301-841-2130
LGBTQ+ parents to do online up until this point.
www.norwoodschool.org
“Our community members are located broadly across the United States and
internationally,” Mia reports. “I wanted to choose a place that was easily accessible
through a major airport so that our members who needed to travel in could do so
www.norwoodschool.org

BE KNOWN
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without facing enormous costs.
Track 2: The Business of
I also wanted a location with a
Being Family – Attendees will
strong presence of Black, Queer
have the opportunity to connect
persons, and families.”
with leaders from the industries
After analyzing her group
that make families possible, inmetrics and using the insights
cluding insurance providers, fiof her public platform to gauge
nancial planners, legal support,
where the strongest community
and healthcare providers. Atpresence was, Mia chose the Attendees will be walked through
lanta metro area as the natural
how to plan, prepare, and safesetting for the inaugural summit.
guard themselves.
“We’re going to take over
Track 3: Single and Solo
downtown for the last weekend
by Choice Parents – Attendees
of Pride month,” Mia predicts,
will learn about navigating dating
adding the event is being hosted
and romance with children, findat the Switchyards Downtown
ing friends and community wherevent venue location.
ever they are, and about the
In addition to the choice of
road towards blending families.
location, Mia used some inforTrack 4: Building Your
mative statistics around which to
Village Anywhere – Attendees
build the Summit topics.
will receive greater insight into
Most notable among the
finding the right community for
statistics provided in the Summit
their families, the importance of
publicity literature:
support and mental health, and
Mia with Phil (top photo) and with
-34% of African American
how to navigate conversations
Lundyn (bottom photo).
same-sex couples are raising
related to privacy, disclosure,
children;
and safety.
-58% of Black same-sex couples are female;
Mia adds that people interested in attend-Black same-sex couples are less likely than ing should visit the ‘Upcoming Events’ tab of www.
their different-sex counterparts to have health insur- parentxhood.com for the most up-to-date agenda deance coverage for both partners (63% vs. 79%);
tails. “Attendees will not have to sign up for specific
-Black female samepanels,” she explains, “but
-14% of Black LGBTQ
sex couples report household
they will need to sign up for
people reported that they
median incomes $20,000 less
our small group connections
than Black male same-sex
and our ‘coffee date with a
had to teach their doctor
couples ($51,000 vs. $72,000);
doula’ opportunity.”
about their sexual orien-16% of Black LGBTQ
In addition to the more
tation to get appropriate
people reported postponing
formal talks taking place
care; and
adding children to their family
during the Summit weekend,
-7% of Black LGBTQ
to avoid experiencing discrimthere will be some light-heartpeople reported that a
ination;
ed events at which to social-14% of Black LGBTQ
ize and network.
doctor refused to see them
people reported that they had
“What we hear most in
because of their sexual
the community is the need to
to teach their doctor about their
orientation.
make connections in real life,
sexual orientation to get approbecause parenting can be isolating,” says Mia. “Also,
priate care; and
-7% of Black LGBTQ people reported that a parenting can be exhausting – we wanted to make
doctor refused to see them because of their sexual sure we built in opportunities for parents to just be
people first.”
orientation.
So, to give attendees a break from a full day of
With these numbers in mind, Mia set up the
talking about kids and conception, Mia has planned
Black Parent PRIDE Summit with four ‘tracks’.
Track 1: Trying to Conceive – Attendees will be offsite activities such as a rooftop party, boozy brunch,
able to participate in conversations and workshops DJ, and tarot readings, where people can just “be, rethat will aid in their journeys through assisted repro- lax, and celebrate one another.”
A notable absence from the Summit’s lineup are
duction, including finding affirming medical care, donor relationship options and protections, and where to panels for Black gay dads; when asked about this, Mia
is frank and upfront.
find Black donors.

“We started as a space to honor mothers and
queer/trans parents, and it was important for us to
honor our founding community in this inaugural summit and maintain the experience we’ve curated for
them over the years.”
“To Black Gay dads, I would say that xHood is
growing and we will see you next year.”
Mia adds that her team is actively working on
finding the required Black, gay and cisgender male
leadership required to incorporate this element into
next year’s Summit. “It’s a matter of when, not if – because the conversations are happening.”
When pressed about which element of the Summit she is most excited about, Mia replies predictably,
“I’m excited for them all!”
“If I had to choose,” she follows up with a smile,
“I am probably most excited for not a panel, but our
resource fair. Getting our community directly connected to the brands who are dedicated to supporting our
families is the goal.”
Mia summarizes her hopes for the upcoming Atlanta weekend with this:
“We’re going to bring together one hundred and
fifty Black queer parents and soon-to-be parents with
over twenty-five speakers, panelists, community and
industry leaders. I want everyone to leave with a new
friend, a new play date, and updated goals for their
journeys as caregivers.
“Our attendees, and community members are
going to leave feeling more confident and empowered
than ever in their abilities to build healthy families and
nurture happy children.
“They’re going to know that they have an entire
village behind them that is invested in their success,
not just to but through babies. We can’t wait to make
all of you a part of our family!”
For more information on the Inaugural Black
Parent PRIDE Summit, please visit
www.parentxhood.com. t
Gary Hurtubise lives in Eastern Ontario with
his husband Trevor, their two sons Noah & Meo, and
their two yellow labs. Gary attended the Royal Military College of Canada and served in the Royal Canadian Navy before becoming a high school physics
teacher, and part time Ghostwriter. Gary finds time to
write during those odd moments between life: at 4:30
in the morning, on long road-trips with the kids, while
back-country camping, and when he should be doing
his share of the chores. Read more articles by Gary
in this issue. On page 12, is an article on the Splater
Karnatz family of Nebraska and on page 28 we follow
up with New York activist Glenn Magpantay.
Photos courtesy of Mia Cooley
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Glenn Magpantay, Fighting for Asian LGBTQ Rights
lenn D. MagG
pantay, Esq. – a
veteran LGBTQ rights

By Gary Hurtubise

activist, long-time civil rights attorney, and
professor of law and
Asian American studies – was first featured
in Gay Parent Magazine with his husband
and toddler son back in
2009.
We had a chance
to catch up with Glenn
this winter and learn
Above left, Glenn Magpantay (left)
how much has changed for him
with
son Malcolm. On right, Glenn with
in the intervening thirteen years.
Stop Asian Hate rainbow flag.
Glenn was born in New York
City, to immigrant Filipino parHong Kong, Bombay, Tokyo, and Maents. “They were part of the first gennila.”
eration of Asian immigrants to come to
“Yet my mom remembers the
the United States after the immigration
Asia she left in 1965, not the Asia of
restrictions were lifted in 1965,” he extoday. The LGBTQ community was in
plains. “I grew up in Jamaica, Queens;
its infancy then. She never witnessed
then we moved to Long Island where I
the growth of the LGBTQ community
attended high school.”
abroad. She was stuck in a time warp.”
Glenn knew he was gay at fifteen
“For me, like so many Asian Ameryears old. “I first came out to my friends
icans, coming out is not an event – ‘I’m
and siblings; then cousins, aunts and
queer! I’m here! Get used to it!’ – but a
uncles – even to my grandparents,
process,” Glenn explains. “In most caswho were surprisingly quite supportive.
es it takes years. We are not dis-owned
My Lola said to me, ‘things were differor cut out, but we suffer in silence.”
ent in (the 1940’s), but things change’.”
It took Glenn’s parents fifteen
Like many Asian Americans,
years to fully accept him being gay.
though, what Glenn feared most was
“But today they are my biggest supcoming out to his parents.
porters. My mom and dad cheer for
“They sacrificed greatly by coming
me at the LGBTQ dinners. They talk to
to this country to give their children a
the other gay kids. They love them and
better life,” he acknowledges. “They
they love me. I know they are proud of
left all their friends, their family to come
me.”
to America. My dad worked two jobs
In addition to the struggle of comto put me and my siblings through coling out to his family, Glenn had to face
lege.
the reality of the period in which he
“I wanted to honor their sacrifices.
found himself: the 1980’s, at the height
I wanted to respect them and not bring
of the AIDS crisis.
shame to my family because I was gay.
“I was convinced that I was goBut I could not continue to live a lie.”
ing to catch AIDS and die,” he admits.
When Glenn finally came out to his
Being open about his sexuality at that
mother, she immediately went into detime, though, was not the only chalnial. “You can't be gay,” she insisted.
lenge Glenn faced. “I was an effemi“There were no gays back home.”
nate gay boy and was badly bullied.
To this, Glenn replied, “Mom, there
I was the only Asian on my block. My
are huge Gay Pride celebrations in
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friends said my house smelled ‘foody’
because my grandmother would fry
fish. I felt alone. No one was like me. I
wanted to commit suicide.”
Fortunately for Glenn, his faith in
God kept him from taking that fateful
step.
He recalls his priest telling the story of the Sermon on the Mount, specifically ‘The Beatitudes’, highlighting
to the congregation that they should
not discriminate against people on the
basis of race, color, religion, or ‘sexual
preference’ (as the priest put it).
“I am wonderfully made,” Glenn
exalts, reflecting on this memory, “and
the Holy Spirit saved me. Indeed, I believe that the Holy Spirit continues to
strengthen me to this day to do this
work on behalf of the community.”
Having persevered through that
difficult phase, Glenn went on to attend
SUNY at Stony Brook, discovering his
community in the Gay & Lesbian Alliance. He carried on to study law at
New England School of Law in Boston.
“After I graduated, I wanted to give
back to that community,” Glenn explains. And so began three decades of
doing just that.
“I wanted to fight for the LGBTQ
community. I never wanted anoth-

er gay youth to experience the same
harms, jeers, and bullying that I had
suffered when I was young.”
Glenn felt law was the best way
to achieve this. “I wanted to follow in
the footsteps of the great Thurgood
Marshall (US Supreme Court’s first African American member),” he reveals.
“When I was younger, I thought that the
law was a good way to make change.
We can win our rights through litigation
or legislation.”
The list of Glenn’s activism and
civil rights work through the years is
extensive and impressive. Some of the
highlights are detailed below.
Glenn co-founded and served as
the Executive Director of the National
Queer Asian Pacific Islander Alliance
(NQAPIA, www.nqapia.org) for nearly
a decade. At NQAPIA, he cultivated
a new generation of diverse LGBTQ
leaders; built a vibrant network of
LGBT activists of color; and promoted
family acceptance of LGBTQ people
among Asian Americans.
He was involved with a ‘family acceptance campaign’ featuring Asian
parents who love their LGBTQ kids.
He spearheaded short multilingual
videos as Public Service Announcements and persuaded conservative
Asian-language media outlets to air
them – reaching 36 million Asian American households.
Glenn partnered with Family
Equality Council on a series of workshops on ‘Family Building’ for LGBTQ
people of color, who face unique cultural differences with relatives, continuing the family line and name, where he
served as a model of how to build a
family with cultural humility and racial
awareness.
He inspired new legal minds by
teaching civil rights law and Asian
American studies at Hunter College/
CUNY and Columbia University.
Today, Glenn continues his work,
as the principal of Magpantay & Associates, a nonprofit consulting and legal
services firm. He admits to a certain
naivete when he first began his legal
work decades ago.
“(Today,) I am more cynical, because the courts have become so
conservative and litigation is slow,” he

Right top, Glenn and
Malcolm when Glenn
was battling cancer
in 2013. Right middle,
Glenn with his father
Rudy and Malcolm in
2013. Right bottom,
Glenn, his ex Chris
Goeken, and Malcolm
on the cover of Gay
Parent MagazineNew York 2008-2009.
admits.
“But what has been
rewarding and impactful was bridging litigation with story-telling
to change hearts and
minds. We win our rights
both in courts of law and
courts of public opinion.”
Glenn goes on to
explain, “when I brought
cases for marginalized
LGBTQ immigrants, I
brought their stories to
the fore and showed that
‘Immigrants’ rights are
gay rights.”
As a lawyer, Glenn’s legal accomplishments have been equally as
far-reaching as his activism.
He worked for nearly twenty years
as a civil rights attorney at the Asian
American Legal Defense and Education Fund (AALDEF). There, he
shepherded the organization’s amicus
briefs in support of same-sex marriage
and LGBT rights.
“I represented overlooked LGBTQ
groups at the U.S. Supreme Court
to amplify their stories. I challenged
Trump’s anti-Muslim travel ban showing how LGBTQ people are Muslims
too (Hawaii v. Trump). Then I linked
the anti-Muslim travel ban of 2017, to
the anti-HIV travel ban in 1987, to the
anti-gay travel ban in 1952, and the anti-Chinese travel ban in 1882.”
Glenn also represented young
LGBTQ Korean, Indian and Pacific Islander Dreamers in the lawsuit to stop
Trump’s cancellation of DACA.
“If Trump had ended DACA, it
would not just have been a deportation
for these young LGBTQ Dreamers, but

imprisonment or even a death sentence. The world is still a dangerous
place to be LGBTQ.”
Through all this work, Glenn still
found the time for love, and to start a
family.
Glenn met another lawyer who
studied law in Massachusetts, Christopher Goeken, with whom he moved to
New York, in the late 1990’s. The two
men adopted their son, Malcolm, when
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he was only four days old. Their story
is detailed in the 2008-2009 New York
edition of Gay Parent Magazine, in a
story entitled, “Which Dad’s Turn Is It
To Diaper?”
The couple subsequently separated, but remain good friends to this day.
“We are very much aligned in supporting our son Malcolm,” Glenn is happy
to report. “As a gay couple, we defined
what marriage meant for us before we
had the right to marry. We can also
define a divorce for ourselves. It is a
healthy breakup.”
Since then, Glenn has dabbled in
online dating, though Mister Right has
not come along quite yet. “I know I’ll
find someone special someday.”
“…Hey, to all the single readers
out there: if any of you are looking
for someone who's really nice, cute,
thoughtful, well put together, and a lot
of fun, look me up! LOL!”
Before his son Malcolm came into
his life, Glenn told his parents that he
was going to start a family.
“I had begun the adoption process
and knew that the child would likely be
Black or Latino.” Glenn informed his
mom and dad of this and asked for
their blessing.
“My mom looked to my dad to say
something; he said, ‘well, you’re your
own man now and if you want to adopt
a child, that’s your choice. The child
will be welcome in the family, but he
really won’t be my grandson, he’s not
my blood.’”
“At the time, I guess that was the
best I could hope for,” Glenn laments.
After Malcolm was born, the couple brought him home, and invited the
grandparents to come and meet their
new grandson.
“Malcolm was such a small baby,”
Glenn recalls. “When my parents arrived, I put him into my dad’s arms. At
that moment, my dad’s heart melted,
and he had his 5th grandchild.”
“Ever since then, Malcolm has
been fully a part of our family.”
“In Asian families,” Glenn adds,
“grandchildren have stations. In our
family, Malcolm is grandchild number
five. Malcolm is exactly where he is
and where he should be. Nothing less,
nothing more. It is total and full accep-

tance. But it also means
that grandchildren numbers three and four get
priority for babysitting.
Oy vey!”
Community
supports for gay parents in
2009 were fewer and
farther between than
they are today, but
Glenn was able to tap
into some of them, when
he was a new father.
“Family Equality Council was the group who
helped me the most in
starting my own family
15 years ago.”
To this day, Glenn
attends Family Week
in Provincetown every
year, “so that my family can be seen and
affirmed. It’s a special
place for LGBTQ parents. There I like to support other parents of kids
of color.”
Today, Glenn and
Christopher’s son is fifteen.
“Malcolm is a great
kid,” Glenn says. “He
was diagnosed with
Above top, Glenn with President Obama. Above
ADHD, which is very
bottom, Glenn nuzzles Malcolm at NQAPIA's
common among adoptCatalyst event honoring Asian LGBTQs.
ed kids, and dyslexia,
which is very common in
“As a gay family, it’s not really hogeneral.”
mophobia that we experience. Instead,
Glenn was surprised and disap- we’ve experienced gender assumppointed at the challenges he faced in tions and racism.”
getting Malcolm educational accom“My family is transracial – I’m
modations. “Neither of his diagnoses Asian; my son is Black; and my son’s
are unusual,” Glenn points out, “but I other dad is white. People often ask
had to use all the advocacy skills that about my son’s mom. But my son has
I learned from the LGBTQ community two dads. There is an unfair assumpso I that could advocate for my own tion that I am not his parent. Or worse,
child.”
because I’m a dad, I can’t be nurturing
Since the pandemic began, Glenn or loving.”
notes that his family – and families like
Glenn recounts a specific incident
his – have faced unique challenges.
that occurred at the Brooklyn LGBTQ
“Since COVID-19 hit, it’s been a Pride Festival that he and Malcolm attough time for Asian Americans across tended.
the country. I am the survivor of a hate
“I was talking with some friends.
crime for being gay from twenty years Malcolm got away from me and started
ago; I am the victim of a hate crime for climbing one of those golf carts used
being Asian from twenty weeks ago.”
to drive people and materials around.
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Above top, Glenn and Malcolm in
front of the Iolani Palace, Hawaii.
Bottom photo, handsome Malcolm.
An African American woman went up
to Malcom and said, ‘Oh no baby, you
can’t go up there. Where’s your mommy?’”
“I saw this,” Glenn recalls, “and
went running directly towards the
woman. She looked around me, asking Malcolm, ‘Where’s your mommy?
Where’s your mommy?’ I stepped in
and said, ‘I’m right here, happy gay
pride,’ snapped my fingers and drew
Malcolm away.”
Glenn also reports that he has
been witness to the very real and prevalent racial biases that African-Americans experience every day.

“When Malcolm was
very young, people at
the playground felt he
had to be constrained so
that he would not injure
other children. But no
other white child, who
was running wild and
pushing and shoving
other children, was similarly constrained nor told
not to injure others. Malcolm was only four years
old.”
In closing, Glenn
was asked to sum up his life since his
last Gay Parent Magazine profile.
“So much has happened (since
2009). My son Malcolm is now a teenager. I battled and beat cancer. My
husband and I separated but we are
still good friends and very aligned in
supporting our son.”
“I transitioned careers from being
a civil rights lawyer for racial justice
to a nonprofit executive for LGBTQ
equality.”
“We’ve faced racism as a gay
family,” Glenn continues, “I feared for
my family after COVID-19, lockdowns,
zoom classes, election tribulations,
protests for Black Lives and anti-Asian
violence.”
“But like my ancestors, my family
was resilient.”
“My next challenge? Paying for
college!” t
Gary Hurtubise lives in Eastern
Ontario with his husband Trevor, their
two sons Noah & Meo, and their two
yellow labs. Gary attended the Royal
Military College of Canada and served
in the Royal Canadian Navy before
becoming a high school physics teacher, and part time Ghostwriter. Gary
finds time to write during those odd
moments between life: at 4:30 in the
morning, on long road-trips with the
kids, while back-country camping, and
when he should be doing his share
of the chores. Read more articles by
Gary in this issue. On page 12, is an
article on the Splater Karnatz family of
Nebraska and on page 26 learn about
Mia Cooley and the first Black Parent
Pride Summit.
Photos courtesy of Glenn Magpantay
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